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INTRODUCTION. 

Commercial  Literature  is  a  new  term.  I  have  sought 
to  make  it  acknowledged.  It  seems  to  have  been  thought 
that  the  only  books  for  a  merchant  to  read  or  to  write, 
,  were  those  foi*midable  rows  of  ponderous  ledgers,  deal- 
ing only  in  the  inexorable  logic  of  arithmetic,  to  which 
learning  was  a  stranger,  within  whose  lids  a  gleam  of 
fancy  or  of  humor  dare  not  intrude,  and  which  summed 
up  the  subjects  and  results  of  commerce,  in  the  uninvi- 
ting rhetoric  of  figures.  But  Commerce  no  longer  ling- 
ers around  its  ancient  haunts.  It  now  pervades  the 
world.  The  merchant  lays  his  hand  upon  the  entire 
products  of  the  globe,  in  all  the  changing  forms,  to 
which  human  industry  and  ingenuity  may  transmute 
them.  Agriculture  says  to  him,  "Behold  the  varied 
results  of  my  industry  in  different  climes,  it  is  yours  to 
make  them  useful  to  the  nations.'^  The  Manufacturer 
asks  him  to  carry  and  distribute  the  products  of  the 
loom.  Whatever  is  valuable  to  man,  calls  on  the  mer- 
chant for  help.     The  very  gold  which  the  sands  and 
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the  rocks  of  California  and  Australia  so  profnsely  yield, 
requii^es  tho  merchant's  ships  and  system  of  exchange 
to  make  it  of  the  value  it  really  represents.  Why  then 
shall  not  commerce  be  installed  among  the  occupations 
wliose  achievements  shall  be  deemed  worthy  of  record, 
and  possess  a  literature  peculiarly  its  owh.  To  give 
it  this  position,  to  preserve  its  dcnngs  and  experiences, 
not  only  its  brilliant  successes,  but  its  gradual  march, 
to  give  permanent  record  to  the  whole  sweep  of  mer- 
cantile pursuits^  to  keep  alive  the  bright  names  that 
adorn  its  progress;  has  been  the  main  object  of  nearly 
twenty  years  of  my  life. 

It  has  seemed  to  me  coincident  with  the  g&tsnl  scope 
of  these  labors,  to  gather  into  a  more  permanent  form^ 
the  following  letters  of  a  young  American  merchant. 
They  contain  modi  information  of  use  to  the  mercantile 
eoQuaanity.  They  were  written  on  ships  and  steamarsy 
and  amidst  all  the  ineonreniencesv  harty  and  boslle  of 
travel,  and,  from  the  aakhoys  continned  abstnee,  ahro«d, 
have  not  the  bae&t  of  his  rerisKon.  Tkqr  there£i»re 
I4>pear.  as  written  for  the  daily  joaraak^  wi&  all  dieir 
eridences  of  haste  upon  ttmr  hendL  From  snefii  4e&ien- 
cij»  they  are  redeemed  by  Ike  xnlelKgmee^  dtfficnit  of 

mil.  whkh  tibqr  tmbe^^  kp  tbnr  grafftnr  Urtocr  of 


nnrRODucmoif. 


the  rise  and  progress  of  that  new  world  destined  to 
wield  the  sceptre  of  the  Southern  Seas,  by  their  statis- 
tical knowledge,  by  the  glow  and  sprightliness  of  their 
descriptions,  and  the  amnsing  incidents  they  relate. 
The  history  of  the  countries  through  which  the  traveler 
passes  is  compressed  into  a  few  pagesi  and  the  commer- 
cial details  are  enlivened  by  humor  and  wit.  Received 
with  distinction  by  the  merchant  princes  of  the  lands 
he  visited,  his  opportunities  were  rare  and  enviable — 
opportunities  which  he  has  not  failed  to  improve. 

The  author,  Mr.  George  Francis  Train,  went  from 
Boston  to  Australia  in  1853,  and  established,  at  Mel- 
bourne, the  prosperous  house  of  George  F.  Train  &  Co. 
with  which  he  is  still  connected.  During  his  residence 
of  thirty-two  months  at  Melbourne,  he  took  a  prominent 
and  active  part  in  all  measures  for  the  advancement  of 
the  colony,  and  when  he  left  was  honored  with  a  compli- 
mentary dinner  by  the  merchants  of  Melbourne.  His 
portrayal  of  the  marvelous  growth  of  that,  city  from 
its  wharfless  condition  when  he  reached  there,  to  its 
present  commercial  position,  is  a  description  of  events 
which,  it  is  probable,  can  never  be  repeated  in  any  other 

portion  of  the  globe. 

For  this  correspondence  the  title  of  ^^  Young  America 
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Abroad''  was  at  first  adopted— one  of  our  papers  having 
selected  the  author,  for  a  biographical  sketch,  '^  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  young  American  merchant, — of  that 
Young  America  which  pours  its  energies  through  all  the 
channels  of  commerce  in  all  quarters  of  the  globe — which, 
at  home  or  abroad,  upholds  the  high  character  of  its 
country — which  is  ready  to  plant  itself  wherever  great 
achievements  await  it,  whether  amid  the  furs  of  the 
North  West  or  on  the  quays  of  the  seaboard ;  now 
ploughing  the  Arctic  ices,  or  searching  for  new  points 
of  development  under  the  Equator ;  now  carrying  our 
flag  and  institutions  to  erect'  them  on  the  golden  rocks 
of  California ;  or,  as  if  not  finding  room  enough  within 
our  own  boundless  domain,  aiding  to  establish  a  new 
port,  build  a  new  city  and  create  a  new  commerce  on 
the  golden  soil  of  Australia." 

Indeed  we  must  allow  Mr.  Train  to  give  his  own 
ideas  on  this  subject  by  quoting  from  his  speeech  at 
Melbourne,  July  4th,  in  response  to  a  toast  to  "  G.  F. 
Train  and  Young  America."  After  tracing  the  descent 
of  Young  America  for  a  thousand  years,  he  says  : — 

^But  if  the  retrospective  view  has  dazzled  us,  how 
much  more  astonishing  is  the  present ;  when  our  thir- 
teen little  States  are  rolling  on  towards  forty  living 
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Republics,  bonnd  together  as  one  nation ;  when  our 
ituree  millions  have  grown  to  thirty,  and  '  driven  hj  the 
hand  of  God/  to  quote  Do  Tocqueville,  *  are  peopling 
the  Western  wilderness  at  the  average  rate  of  seventeen 
miles  per  annum  ;'  when  our  Lilliputian  commerce  has 
whitened  every  sea,  and  our  mother  tongue  has  worked 
its  way  into  every  land,  and  when  our  influence  and  our 
progress — ^like  the  ripple  in  mid-ocean — reaches  from 
shore  to  shore. 

^  Startle  not,  my  friends,  at  the  lightning  pace  of  the 
pilgrim's  steed.  He  is  sure  to  win  the  race, — naught 
stops  him  in  his  destiny ;  when  danger  lurks  in  his  path- 
way, he  turns  high  his  head  and  snorts  a  proud  defiance 
at  the  precipice  that  would  have  ruined  him,  and  plunges 
on  to  victory.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Young  America  is  only  anoth- 
er edition  of  Old  England,  in  a  binding  peculiar  to  the 
New  World.  Young  John  Bull  in  his  shirt  sleeves, 
working  with  an  energy  that  commands  success.  Eng- 
land and  America  are  partners,  not  rivals.  The  young- 
er nation  is  the  junior,  who  manages  the  western  branch 
of  the  old  concern.  Youth  gives  activity,  and  hence 
the  young  man  opens  his  letters  before  breakfast,  on  the 
steps  of  the  post  ofSce,  whilst  the  old  gentleman  prefers 
breaking  the  seal  in  dressing  gown  and  slippers  after 
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dinner.  Young  America  ^showed  the  same  feelings  of 
independence  in  establishing  a  house  of  his  own«  that 
every  young  man  experiences  who  leaves  the  old  house 
to  earn  an  honest  livelihood  bj  his  own  exertions. 

"  In  this  instance,  however,  the  connection  with  the  old 
concern  is  of  more  value  than  that  with  the  balance  of 
the  world.  The  revolution  was  merely  an  animated 
conversation,  where  shot  and  cannon  were  introduced 
to  give  emphasis  to  the  debate,  and  when  the  disputed 
'point'  was  settled,  old  England  rose  with  renewed 
vigor,  in  Young  America.  The  sources  of  discord  soon 
began  to  dry,  and  now,  as  the  flower  turns  to  the  sun, 
the  needle  to  the  magnet,  the  child  to  its  mother,  as  the 
twin  brothers  of  Siam  receive  each  the  same  emotions, 
so  are  we  bound  by  speaking  the  same  language,  and 
worshipping  the  same  God,  to  remember  ^gland,  the 
proud  old  mother  of  our  race, 

'  And  join  the  SUn  and  Stripes  and  Groas  in  one  fr»tenial  band, 
TQl  Anglo-Saxon  fidth  and  lawa  fflumine  eyery  land.'" 
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PoBT  Pmup  HsADs,  Atutralia,  Noyember,  8  1856, ) 

On  boasd  ship  Dai^co  Wats,  pob  Batavia.      f 

■'■'.-     »..  ■  ' 
Bciriew  of  a  Tliirty  Months*  Residence  in  the  Southern  El  Dorado-— 

Ferer  of  AnstnJum  Speculation  in  186S-4 — Its  Consequences  and 
Beaction — Gk>Temment  Blunders — The  Mining  Troubles — Economi- 
cal Belbnns  in  the  Goyemment  of  the  Colony — ^The  New  Constitution 
^Ita  Effect  upon  Existing  Parties— Australian  Nationality — Inde- 
pendence Looming  in  the  Distance — ^A  Yankee  Tour  of  Pleasure,  Ac. 

Up  with  the  anchor  and  loose  the  canvass,  for  the  ship  is  in 
trim,  the  pilot  is  on  board,  the  wind  bids  fair,  the  tide  is  with 
u,  and  I  at  last  am  homeward  bound.  So,  cheerily,  my  hear- 
ties, and  well  soon  be  on  the  road.  How  pleasant  the  pros- 
pect I  how  delightful  the  sound  1  For  three  years  is  a  long 
time  to  be  absent  from  the  stirring  scenes  of  the  great  republic, 
and  I  assure  you  I  cheerish  no  small  desire  once  more  to  be  in 
my  natiye  land.  But  before  I  give  the  last  parting  look  at  the 
country  that  has  treated  me  so  well — before  Point  Nepean  is 
hid  in  the  distance,  and  Otway  looms  up  on  our  starboard  bow 
— I  will  once  again  resume  my  long  neglected  correspondence, 
and  give  you  a  glance  at  Australia  as  she  is. 
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Thirty  months  have  elapsed  since  I  paid  my  sabflcnptioii  to 
the  Herald — a  lifetime  almost  in  this  startling  age — and  said 
euiios  to  the  friends  I  left  behind  me,  as  the  Bavaria  q>read  her 
sails  for  the  Southern  El  Dorado.  Can  it  be  possible  that  I  am 
so  old  a  colonist  ?  I  cannot  credit  it,  jet  such  is  the  fact,  for  time 
flies  like  a  railroad  to  the  resident  in  a  gold  country.  When  I 
left  the  East  river  the  excitement  was  at  its  height,  and  Austra- 
lia was  the  only  topic  in  the  streets,  on  'Change,  at  the  dub,  or 
in  the  couating  house.  Drays  and  trucks  were  early  and  late, 
carting  down  the  merchandise,  and  piers  and  wharves  were  full 
of  packages,  while  the  columns  of  the  New  York  papers  told 
the  merits  of  some  thirty  or  forty  ships,  all  for  Melbourne,  filled 
with  every  description  of  merchandise  ;  and  the  fever  was  also 
raging  in  almost  every  commercial  port  Flour  from  the  Cape, 
flour  from  the  West  coast,  flour  from  England,  and  100,000 
barrels  from  America,  gave  the  ships  good  freights,  bat 
caused  disaster  and  loss  of  the  shippers.  Our  ship  alone  had 
some  8,000  barrels.  Speculation  was  wild  with  the  expected 
profits,  and  when  three  months'  good  sailing  brought  os  to  oar 
anchorage  in  Hobson's  bay,  we  began  to  realize  how  extenaiTO 
had  been  the  panic  and  how  reckless  the  shipping  world ;  Cor 
even  then.  May,  1853,  the  markets  for  cash  were  already  ooft 
of  sight  for  everything  but  lumber.  The  bay  waa  faU  of  shlfk 
ping,  from  Williamstown  to  Sandridge,  nothing  bat^  one  com* 
plete  forest  of  masts.  But  now  how  different  The  thrilling 
changes  that  have  swept  over  the  the  political  horizon  of 
Europe  are  not  more  wonderful,  than  the  appearance  of  Hob- 
son's  bay  now  and  when  I  landed.  This  morning  I  could  not 
count  twenty  ships  in  the  roadstead ;  then  between  six  and 
seven  hundred  were  crowding  each  other  for  more  room.  All 
parts  of  the  world  were  repireaeiited  and  every  prodootioQ  in 
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OhfitteDdom  ooold  be  found  among  the  cargoes.  None  bat 
those  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  look  OTer  the  statistics  at  the 
customs  will  nndovtand  the  extent  of  Australian  speodation  in 
1853  and  1854. 

One  hundred  and  fiftj  millions  of  doUan  worth  of  imports  in 
two  jears  time,  for  a  population  of  scarcely  800,000  souls  I  I 
was  one  of  the  first  Americans  on  the  spot,  and  liying  through 
what  the  colonist  call  the  good  and  bad  times,  and  haying  had 
some  fortj  thousand  tons  of  flipping  to  my  own  address,  I  have 
been  in  a  good  position  to  see  something  of  the  extent  to  which 
our  wants  were  overestimated,  ai^  the  consequent  embarrass- 
ment of  sudh  misjudged  calculations.  We  have  gone  through 
the  commercial  rerolution  which  ererj  young  and  old  country 
experiences  at  some  time  in  its  history ;  and  when  the  accounts 
of  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  firms  who  have  taken  some  twen- 
ty-fire or  thirty  millions  of  dollars  through  the  Insolvent  Court 
are  sqiared,  a  few  of  the  Australian  houses  will  do  a  large  and 
profitable  business.  The  bird  will  rise  from  its  ashes,  and  the 
country  and  cokmj  will  start  i^ead  afresh,  stimulated  by  the 
new  blood  which  slowly  and  surely  is  uprooting  the  prejudices 
€f  tiie  old  settlers,  who  looked  upon  reform  or  enterprise  as  a 
crime  of  which  only  Americans  were  guilty. 

When  we  see  the  number  of  individual  firms  that  were 
iwamped  when  the  taUes  turned,  and  remember  the  number 
of  jmnt  stock  companies  that  were  fast  in  the  mud,  we  cannot 
wooder  that  the  government  got  into  the  same  mess.  The  im- 
B»ee  nms  paid  by  the  miners  for  a  while  in  license  fees  over^ 
flowed  the  treasury,  and  then  followed  the  most  reckless  expen- 
ditmre  the  world  ever  saw,  and  such  an  inebriated  state  of  ao- 
eooBti  BO  mortal  even  balanced.  No  wonder  Mr.  Latrobe 
wished  to  resign  the  gubernatorial  honors ;  for,  poor  man,  the 
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attacks  of  the  Argw,  aod  the  rapid  change  of  the  timee^  ahnoet 
drore  him  mad ;  and  not  being  tqasX  to  the  cry  of  reform,  he 
tried  the  Panama  route  on  the  Golden  Age,  in  May,  1854,  and 
cat  himself  adrift  from  the  confusion  into  which  the  gold  dis- 
coyerieSy  under  an  irresponsible  goremment,  had  thrown  the 
affairs  of  the  State.  The  Governor  had  lived,  moved,  and  had 
his  being  so  long  among  the  squatters,  as  Superintendent  of  a 
sheep  country  numbering  some  50,000  souls,  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  enlarge  his  views  of  administration  so  as  to  comprise 
the  250,000  immigrants  which  the  diggings  had  brought  into 
the  country.  The  times  had  changed ;  other  metal  was  want- 
ed. A  good  overseer  for  the  old  rigimt^  he  was  a  poor  head 
for  the  new.  The  times  had  changed,  but  he  had  not  changed 
with  them.  Hence  the  disgust  of  the  new  merchants  who  were 
pouring  in  from  every  part  of  the  compass,  at  the  apparent  imr 
bedlity  of  the  administration,  in  not  fumisliing  harbor  facilities^ 
wharf  accommodation,  or  anything  worthy  of  such  a  country, 
with  such  a  revenue.  The  land  question  was  rotten,  and  a  gar- 
den or  a  farm  could  not  be  had  for  love  or  money.  Hence  the 
inflation  in  all  kinds  of  real  estate,  which  has  gradually  fallen, 
till  it  rules  about  seventy  per  cent  less  than  its  estimated  value 
then.  The  government  said,  and  with  some  degree  of  reason, 
everybody  was  too  much  occupied  with  his  own  affairs  to  legis- 
late ;  but  the  fact  is,  all  new  comers  were  too  disgusted  to 
move,  for  what  could  be  done  when  the  whole  colony  was  in 
the  hands  of  a  class  ?  You  might  as  well  have  asked  a  Southern 
planter  to  part  with  his  estate  as  an  Australian  squatter  at 
that  time  to  give  up  a  small  portion  of  his  agricultural  station. 
Well,  matters  were  in  this  state  when  the  home  government^ 
with  their  usual  penetration,  instead  of  sending  out  a  sound, 
practical  man  of  business,  like  Sir  William  Dennison,  picked  us 
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out  a  captain  in  the  Navy,  who  had  been  knighted  f<Hr  some 
diplomacy,  in  Sonth  America,  (which  he  acknowledged  was  sno- 
ceaBfiillj  managed  through  the  assistance  of  the  American  offi- 
cials in  the  place)  to  lead  ns  forward  among  the  nations.  Dis- 
gusted with  the  past,  the  new  representative  was  received 
with  an  ovation  worthy  a  Csear  or  a  Napoleon — which  dem- 
onstration from  a  people  who  had  prayed  so  long  for  a  change, 
did  so  inflate  his  Royal  Highness,  that  he  set  about  making 
speeches  to  the  diggers,  telling  them  "all  power  proceeded 
from  the  people,"  and  promising  all  kinds  of  reform.  This  was 
a  brilliant  debiU — but  it  was  too  good  to  last.  The  promises 
were  not  kept — the  diggers  became  enraged  at  the  brutal  man- 
ners of  the  officials  who  collected  license  fees,  and  then  came 
the  derisive  cry  of  "  Jos  I"  and  the  upsetting  of  the  American 
wagon,  injuring  poor  Captain  Young,  of  Newburyport.  The 
rebel  stockade  on  the  Eureka — the  reform  league — the  surprise 
by  the  troopers — ^the  death  of  some  forty  or  fifty  on  both  sides 
— the  two  months'  trial  of  the  thirty  prisoners  arrested,  without 
Buoceeding  in  convicting  a  single  man — the  hue  and  cry  against 
the  government  by  stump  orators  on  the  public  square  or  in 
front  of  the  Court  House — and  the  consequent  resignation  of 
the  Cidonial  Secretary,  Mr.  Foster,  who  lost  his  pension  by  the 
sodden  exit  from  power — all  of  which,  together  with  the  contin- 
ued hammering  of  the  press,  made  Sir  Charles  Hotham  appear 
anything  bat  a  nosegay  in  the  nostrils  of  the  people.  Never 
£d  man  have  so  great  a  fall  in  so  short  a  time — ^received,  as  it 
were— one  month  with  a  triumph,  the  next  left  without  a  friend! 
His  Satorday  dinners  to  sixteen,  and  his  state  suj^rs  and 
Toorak  balls,  without  champagne,  were  not  sufficient  to  regain 
the  popularity  which  he  had  lost ;  hence  at  the  present  time 
there  k  hardly  an  individual,  whether  he  be  an  official  under 
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govemineDt,  digger  <m  the  Balarat,  merchant  at  his  office,  or 
squatter  on  his  station,  that  will  say  a  kind  word  for  onr  Gov- 
ernor when  his  name  is  mentioned. 

To  give  every  one  his  due,  there  is  one  thing  that  most  be 
admitted.  The  expense  of  the  government  has  been  materially 
reduced,  and  the  finance  department  begins  to  Iqpk  more  cheer- 
ing, and  some  of  the  long  winded  accounts  hare  been  overlook- 
ed and  the  Augean  stables  of  the  official  chambers  have  been 
cleared  of  their  accumulated  confusion.  Income  and  expendi- 
diture  are  now  more  nearly  balanced,  and  the  former  increases 
with  the  yield  of  gold.  The  export  duty  of  half  a  crown  an 
ounce  (sixty-two  cents)  has  been  a  godsend,  and  works  admira- 
bly. A  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  will  be  realized  from  this 
source  alone  during  the  present  year.  Three-fourths,  if  not 
seven-eights,  of  all  the  gold  is  purchased  by  the  banks  for  ship- 
ment, who  send  some  50,000  ounces  by  every  packet ;  and 
hence  the  duty  is  easily  collected,  and  vigilance  prevents  smug- 
gling. The  tax  is  equal  to  about  four  per  cent  ad  valorem  on 
all  imports,  and  falls  equally  and  fairly  on  those  who  get  the 
gold.  This  duty  has  helped  the  ministers  inunensely  in  paying 
off  their  extravagance  ;  and  this  sum,  together  with  the  import 
tax  (specific)  on  sugar,  coffee,  tea,  wines,  spirits  and  tobacco, 
and  the  miners'  license,  the  sale  of  lands  and  the  tonnage  duty 
of  twenty-four  cents  per  ton  on  all  shipping  (a  most  outrageous 
charge),  will  give  the  government  a  clear  field,  and  possibly  a 
surplus  in  the  treasury.  But  in  no  place  more  than  in  a  new 
country,  and  especially  this,  made  up  and  composed  as  it  is  of 
such  a  mixed  and  wandering  population,  are  practical  men 
more  required  at  the  head  of  affairs  ;  and  all  well  wishers  of 
the  colouy  and  responsible  government  are  looking  ahead  with 
no  small  degree  of  interest  to  the  action  of  the  new  constitution. 
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which  hA8  just  reached  u  from  England.  The  present  Legis- 
lative Council  has  the  power  to  mark  out  the  electoral  districts, 
and  the  greatest  activity  has  taken  place  among  the  sqaatters 
to  get  in  their  firiends,  bnt  thus  far  without  success  in  the  city 
diitricta.  Cmickshank,  late  Chairman  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  prince  of  the  sqaatters,  has  just  been  shockingly 
defeated  in  one  of  the  most  violent  contests  the  place  has  ever 
recorded.  Ray,  a  merchant  and  anti-sqaatter,  was  the  success- 
fol  candidate.  Dr.  Embling  also  has  defeated  Tennent,  squat- 
ter, and  from  present  appearances  their  cause  looks  slim.  They 
have  never  yet  had  a  bona  fi/dt  lease  of  their  stations,  only  a 
letter,  saying  that  the  documents  should  be  forthcoming  ;  and 
thai  they  have  gone  on  for  years  without  getting  any  title.  The 
leaaesi  however,  have  most  all  run  out.  Under  the  new  consti- 
tntioii  the  Qovemor  is  stripped  of  his  power,  having  no  priv- 
ilege of  nominees  ;  and  is  obliged  to  select  his  cabinet  from  tho 
representatives  of  the  people.  The  veto  power  has  been  reserv- 
ed to  him,  but  bold  will  be  the  man  who  moves  in  opposition  to 
the  majority  of  the  members.  Most  of  the  new  concillors  are 
nolent  radicals,  and  will  prove  more  than  a  match  for  the  con- 
servatives. The  land  question  will  at  once  be  settled,  and  then 
we  eommence  our  glorious  career. 

Improvement  will  be  seen  everywhere.  Government  works 
on  a  grand  scale  will  shoot  ahead,  and  money  will  be  raised  by 
defaentorea  on  the  public  lands,  so  as  to  let  posterity  pay  a 
pcNTtioo  of  the  debt.  We  possess  every  element  of  posterity — 
joatt|^  in  years,  but  old  enough,  in  my  opinion,  to  slip  the 
painter,  col  adrift  from  the  Old  Country,  which  hangs  over  us 
like  an  incnbus,  and  become  a  nation  of  ourselves  T  But  the 
population  are  slow  to  move — with  that  peculiar  love  of  country 
cfaaiaeitriiftio  of  the  English  people,  they  are  apathetie  in  rais- 
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ihe  u  prepared  to  set  the  example.  More  than  two  thirds  of 
her  population  are  ''new  chnms,"  of  the  liberal  school,  and  ar- 
ri?ed  here  to  better  their  position  since  the  gold  fields  opened 
their  glittering  dust.  Few  of  them  have  any  particular  attach- 
ment for  Qreat  Britain,  and  are  faJlj  convinced  that  onr  pros- 
perit J  will  consist  in  nationality.  Tasmania,  New  South  Wales 
and  South  Australia  are  more  loyal ;  but  even  they  are  rolling 
the  ball  The  Sydney  Mbrtdng  Herald  has  had  some  splendid 
editorials  pointing  that  way,  and  the  Hobart  Town  journals  are 
full  of  Sir  Henry  Young's  amp  (Titat  in  so  unceremoniously 
unng  his  prerogatire — ^in  proroguing  the  Council,  because  they 
wished  to  examine  some  of  the  convict  papers,  over  which,  the 
Executive  say,  they  have  no  control. 

Dr.  Evans,  the  able  editor  of  the  Melbourne  Morrdng  Herald 
— who  was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  London  press — 
and  Drs.  Blair  and  Syme,  of  the  Agt,  are  all  using  their  pen 
most  vigorously  in  shaping  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  their 
articles  have  been  copied  all  over  Australia.  I  want  to  see  the 
change  brought  about  by  purely  constitutional  means.  I  want 
no  more  bloodshed ;  we  have  had  enough.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  musket  and  the  sword  need  be  used  agaiu,  for  I 
feel  confident  Great  Britain  will  grant  us  all  we  ask,  for  she 
must  plainly  see  that  a  dissolution  of  the  bond  that  unites  us 
would  materially  increase  the  commerce  of  both  nations.  Look 
at  the  United  States  and  her  increasing  traffic.  So  would  it  be 
with  us  the  moment  we  act  on  our  own  account.  No  longer  a 
penal  colony,  and  England  receiving  no  revenue,  while  she  her- 
self at  her  own  expense  provides  troops,  what  possible  benefit 
can  it  be  to  her  simply  to  bear  the  name  ?  By  and  by,  I  think, 
all  we  shall  have  to  do  is  to  ask  and  we  shall  receive.  The 
moment  our  flag  is  at  the  mast  head  we  shall  run  the  race  of 
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Dations.  Immigrants  will  flow  in  from  Eorope,  from  Oreat 
Britain  and  from  the  United  States,  the  moment  oar  lands  are 
advertised,  to  occupy  them  and  dig  oar  mineral  treasure,  and 
oar  prolific  soil  will  then  begin  to  show  its  prodacing  powers. 
Instead  of  sixtj  thoosand  per  year,  we  may  expect  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoasand  people,  and  the  coantry  will  grow  in  magni- 
tade  with  a  rapidity  that  will  astonish  eren  an  old  Galifomian. 
We  have  all  the  elements  of  greatness.  Oar  wool  interest,  al- 
^  ready  an  export  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  a  year,  can  be  increas- 
ed ;  and  with  the  encoaragement  that  I  trnst  the  wool  growers 
will  receive  from  the  l^slators,  and  a  buoyant  market,  I  hope 
to  see  it  doabled.  There  are  large  portions  of  the  coontiy  oat  of 
the  62,000,000  of  acres  in  Victoria  which  are  only  suitable  for 
grazing,  after  giving  the  tiller  of  the  land  all  the  soil,  he  may 

I  require.    South  Australia  has  copper  in  abondance,  and  caa 

f  grow  wheat  in  any  quantity. 

New  South  Wales  can  supply  any  amount  of  coal,  while  Fll 
back  Victoria  against  the  world  for  gold  ;  Tasmania  is  the 
granary  of  the  whole,  and  all  are  more  or  less  fuU  of  metals 

J   and  minerals  to  be  discovered.    Millions  of  acres  of  land  in  the 

';   interior  of  New  Holland  liave  never  seen  the  footjprints  of  the 

I 

.  white  man,  and  discoveries  may  yet  be  made  which  will  throw 
all  others  into  the  shade.  Some  Australian  Fremont  may  soon 
astonish  the  world  by  his  explorations  in  the  interior  of  this  vasl 
continent  I  C!ommencing  in  our  infEincy  as  shepherds  in  a  paa* 
toral  country,  we  soon  branched  off  into  mining  ;  and  now  we 
must  try  our  hands  at  agriculture  and  manufactoring.  We 
must  grow  our  breadstuflb.  We  are  great  eaters,  but  lazy  pro* 
docers.  This  year  we  have  paid  Chili  alone  some  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  dollars  for  her  16,000  tons  of  flour.  The  fact  of 
oar  having  no  great  inkud  rivers  most  be  no  impediment  to  onr 
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;  the  nilway  whistle  will  prore  as  powerfiil  a  friend. 
With  soch  wooderfol  facilities  and  boandlesB  wealth,  what  raaj 
we  not  accomf^ish  ?  The  Old  WoFld  is  borsttng  with  wild  and 
fierce  reyolution,  and  the  dismal  howl  of  war  is  ringing  through 
the  entire  range  of  the  Eastern  hemisphere.  Crazed  with  the 
Gontinnal  boom  of  cannon  and  flash  of  mneketry,  and  sick  with 
liearing  the  dismal  shriek  of  the  dying,  thousands  will  look 
longiBgiy  Ofrer  the  seas  towards  this  wonderful  island,  which  has 
been  washed  for  so  long  a  period  by  the  waters  of  the  Pacific 
and  Indian  oceans.  Australia  seems  to  hare  been  created  as  a 
vetting  place  for  persecnted  and  tax-ridden  man.  All  we  have 
to  do  is  to  throw  wide  open  the  door,  and  admit  the  poor  emi- 
grant who  flies  from  misery  and  want — from  his  unhappy  conn 
try  to  the  land  where  old  men  are  never  seen.  Ponce  de  Leon 
dioohi  hare  steered  his  bark  towards  this  point  of  the  compass 
to  find  that  &bled  Fountain  of  Youth,  for  which  he  so  long 
■ooghtb  The  future  is  big  with  changes  ;  but  our  greatness 
will  be  retarded  if  the  mother  country  hesitates  to  give  us  a 
nationality  in  the  world.  Fifty  years  hence,  the  same  ratio  of 
increase  as  that  since  ^old  was  found,  would  gi?e  us  half  the 
pKKnt  population  of  the  United  States.  The  study  is  inter- 
Mting  to  the  lover  of  history.  Our  {^oximity  to  the  Dutch 
Uands  of  the  Indian  seas,  to  Bengal,  China  and  Japan  will 
render  «s  formidable  neighbors,  for  the  Anglo-Saxon  change  is 
on  the  workL  Look  at  Austrdia  now  and  when  Sydney  Smith 
naed  his  aatirieai  pen  half  a  century  i^.  I  got  hold  of  an  old 
Edimbmrg  Rtvitw  of  1803  some  weeks  since,  where  the  witty 
clergyman  as  nsoal  gave  a  peep  at  the  future.  Says  he,  in  al- 
Inding  to  what  will  be  done  with  the  penal  colonies  when  they 
eome  to  years  of  discretion : — 

"  Are  wie  to  spend  another  hundred  millions  in  discorering 
tMr  itranglli  and  to  humble  ourselves  again  before  a  fresh  wt 
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of  WashingtoDS  and  Fnuiklins  7  The  moment  after  we  have 
suffered  such  seriooB  mischief  firom  the  eaci^pe  of  the  old  tiger, 
we  are  breeding  np  a  jonng  cnb  whom  we  cannot  render  len 
ferocious  or  more  secore  !" 

Again,  he  says,  while  speaking  of  the  5,000  colonists  then  at 
Sydney,  in  a  tone  of  leTity  : — 

''  The  time  may  come  when  some  Botany  Bay  Tadtas  shall 
record  the  crimes  of  an  Emperor  lineally  descended  from  a  Lon- 
don pickpocket,  or  paint  the  valor  with  which  he  has  led  his 
New  Hollanders  into  the  heart  of  China — at  that  period  when 
the  Grand  Lama  is  sending  to  supplicate  alliance  ;  when  the 
Spice  Islands  are  purchasing  peace  with  nutmegs  ;  when  enor- 
mous tributes  of  green  tea  and  nankin  are  wafted  into  Port 
Jackson  and  landed  on  the  quays  of  Sidney." 

Already  a  portion  of  the  prophecy  is  fulfilled,  for  the  com- 
merce of  a  nation  has  long  been  with  us.  Victoria  represents 
all  nations,  and  her  resources  are  boundless  ;  and  if  Australia 
was  independent,  how  much  stronger  would  be  our  position  7 
Now,  we  are  a  fair  mark  for  every  nation  at  war  with  England  ; 
for  in  case  of  invasion  months  would  pass  before  the  mother 
country  could  give  us  the  least  assistance,  for,  as  it  is,  we  have 
no  means  of  protecting  ourselves.  The  little  "  Electra''  and  the 
"  Phantome  "  mount  a  few  guns — about  enough  for  the  proteo- 
tion  of  a  place  like  Hull,  in  Massachusetts — and  as  for  fortificar 
tions,  we  have  done  nothing  but  talk.  Three  decentrsized  war 
steamships,  with  the  Lancaster  gun  and  shell,  could  bum  every 
seaport  on  the  island,  and  dictate  their  own  terms ;  while,  if  we 
were  by  ourselves,  our  very  helplesmess  would  be  sufficient  pro- 
tection. 

The  foregoing  will  give  you  an  insight  into  the  present  position 
of  the  country,  and  will  show  the  boundless  nature  of  our 
resources.    I  believe  there  are  some  10,000  Americans  in 
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AnstratU,  all  or  whom  are  becoming  more  or  less  identified  with 
the  colony.  Our  markets  are  capable  of  bearing  up  under  any 
reasonable  aajount  of  merchandise,  and  most  receutly  cargoes 
from  the  United  ii^tatcs  have  satlgQed  t!ie  shippers. 

We  want  a  Eteain  mail  ooce  in  two  weeks,  bat  nothing  but 
peace  will  settle  the  matter.  Clipper  ships  do  very  well,  but 
eighty  or  ninety  days  is  Jong  to  wait  for  news  m  this  nine- 
teenth century.  The  Black  Ball  and  White  Star  luics  bring  and 
take  the  mail  to  England  semi-moiitbly,  bnt  the  time  is  too  long, 

I  am  now  bound  to  Batavia,  and  after  taking  a  look  at  the 
Isliuid  of  Java,  shall  proceed  to  Singapore,  tn  roaCe  for  China 
and  Manilla;  and  1  shall  try  and  give  you  a  pt^^  or  two  from 
Hong  Kung,  Canton,  Shanghai,  and,  if  po)>siblc,  from  Japan  ; 
after  which  I  shall  visit  Pcnang,  ]Sfadras,  Caicnttn,  and,  if  time 
permit,  pass  through  the  inlerior  of  Bengal  to  Bombay  ;  then 
doKii  to  Ceylon,  and  on  to  Aden,  up  the  Bed  Sea  to  Suez,  over 
the  desert  to  Cairo  and  Alexandria — thence  to  Constantinople, 
Bebastopol,  and  the  Blaek  Sea  ports,  returning  by  the  way  of 
the  Xorth  of  Europe,  France  and  England,  to  New  Yoik, 
which,  with  the  ground  1  have  already  been  over,  ouglit  to 
moke  me  something  of  a  traveler.  I  am  taking  the  tour  purely 
for  information,  and  to  get  a  little  practical  knowledge  of  my 
theoretical  reading. 

I  have  been  shut  up  a  long  while  in  on  Aastraliun  counting 
hoosc,  and  thb  pleasure  tour  is  recreation  that  strengthens  the 
body  and  improves  the  mind  ;  nnd  if,  in  going  from  place  to 
place,  over  ground  not  usually  trodden  by  the  American  tourist, 
I  can  gather  anything  which  wit!  pro*e  of  interest  to  jour  val- 
lubfe  joamal,  and  my  many  friends  of  the  North,  I  will  so 
manage  my  time  as  to  suit  the  inclination,  and  jot  down  such 
thoughts  as  cross  my  experience  while  taking  a  flying  viiiit  over 
several  oceans  and  into  many  lands. 


CHAPTER   II. 

Batavia,  Dec  8,  1855. 
Arrival  at  Batavia — ^The   American  Commercial  Marine — ^Tlie  Jata 
Boatman — ^Beauty  of  the  Coast  Scenery — ^The  Mangostina — ^Appear- 
ance of  the  Town — Novelty  of  Uie  Sights  that  meet  the  Traveler's 
Eye — Trade  of  Batavia — Hie  Climite,  Ac,  Ac 

Twenty-six  days  is  a  rapid  passage  for  a  sailing  ship,  and 
does  honor  to  the  Dashing  Wave  and  her  gallant  commander — 
who,  by  the  way  is  a  credit  to  his  profession.  Forty  years 
a  sailor,  he  knows  the  ropes,  and  long  experience  in  these  seas 
has  quickened  his  judgment,  and  hi^  hard  practical  common 
sense  and  keen  eye  for  observation,  show  the  signet  mark  of  the 
American  ship-master ;  a  class  of  men  of  whom  our  country  may 
well  feel  proud  ;  self-educated,  the  builders  of  their  own  fortones, 
they  walk  quickly  through  the  forecastle  to  the  conunand,  and 
become  at  ouce  the  responsible  pilots  of  that  wonderful  com- 
merce which  adds  so  much  lustre  to  our  flag,  and  penetrates 
into  every  port  that  boasts  an  anchorage,  or  where  a  commodity 
can  be  exchanged.  Captain  Fisk  has  chartered  his  ship,  to  load 
with  sugar,  rice,  and  spices,  for  Bremen,  at  j^  10s.  He  was 
the  pioneer  of  the  Australian  trade,  taking  out  the  Nightingale 
from  Boston  to  Sydney,  in  1852.  This  was  the  ship  that  nm 
against  the  English  clipper.  Challenge,  and  got  beat  by  taking 
the  wrong  passage  down  the  China  Sea.  As  we  made  Java 
Head,  ship  after  ship  hoye  in  sight,  homeward  bound,  probably 
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from  China.  The  high  land  can  be  seen  at  a  great  distance,  both 
CO  the  point  at  Prince  Edward's  Island,  and  at  Crockatoa ;  and 
the  foliage,  the  heat  of  the  "  san's  perpendicular  rays/'  and  the 
very  air  breathe  the  spicy  fragrance  of  the  tropics.  We  passed 
Anjer  early  in  the  morning,  and  here  the  light-house,  the  little 
township,  the  fort,  and  the  monster  banyan  tree,  conld  be  plainly 
seen  with  the  glass,  and  the  wind  freshening  up,  we  sailed 
proudly  along  the  straits  of  Sunda  at  too  rapid  a  pace  for  the 
Javanese  boatmen,  who  shoot  out  from  the  land  all  along  the 
shore  to  supply  you  with  fruit  and  provisions.  It  was  a  novel 
sight  to  see  so  many  half  naked  objects  yelling  at  the  top  of 
their  lungs,  "  Stop-he-Gap,  stop-he-Cap,"  but  it  was  of  no  use  ; 
their  yelling  and  screeching,  tugging  and  working,  were  not 
equal  to  a  race  with  the  Dashing  Wave.  I  regretted  this,  for 
the  captain  had  said  so  much  about  the  sweet  potatoes,  the  Java 
chickens,  the  mangostine  and  other  tropical  luxuries,  that  my 
mouth  was  watering  for  a  change  of  diet.  Anjer  is  the  grand 
tollgate  of  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  and  the  tribute  from  the  im- 
mense fleet  of  ships  on  their  way  home  from  China  supports 
quite  a  population  of  native  boatmen.  There  are  but  a  dozen 
Dutchmen  at  the  place.  Almost  every  ship,  on  her  way  down, 
avails  herself  of  this  celebrated  resting  place  for  water  and  re- 
freshments ;  and  all  vessels  that  pass  in  the  day  time  are  report- 
ed at  Batavia  by  mail  twice  a  week.  The  boatman  always 
brings  the  captain  his  book  of  recommendations,  and  it  is  most 
amusing  to  look  over  the  dififerent  marks  of  shipmasters.  On 
every  page  you  will  find  some  clipper  captain — 

"This  fellow,  Tom,  cheats,  don't  employ  him,"  and  on  another, 
"  Thift  boy  has  supplied  my  ship,  and  appears  a  decent  fellow, 
but  you  must  watch  him.  Pay  only  half  of  what  he  asks  ;  they 
arc  an  damn  rascals."     Another,  "  Kick  the  nigger  overboard 
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when  he  boards  jou  ;  his  eggs  were  all  rotten,"  and  so  on, 
throagh  the  list.  Poor  derils  !  They  get  sadly  sold  in  asking 
a  Yankee  tar  to  endorse  their  character.  In  the  day  time 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  finding  your  way  to  the  roadstead  ;  bat 
there  are  altogether  too  many  islands  and  shoals  to  attempt  it 
in  the  night  withont  a  pUot,  and  that  is  a  useful  member  of 
society  yon  seldom  find  in  the  Indian  settlements  of  the  Dntch. 
There  are  none  at  Batavia  ;  but  Sonrabaya,  I  believe,  is  obliged 
to  have  them.  We  dropped  onr  anchor  aboat  eight  P.  M., 
having  worked  onr  way  along  from  Anjer  daring  the  day.  The 
coast  scenery  makes  a  beantifol  picture — the  towering  foliage 
and  patches  of  cultivation,  clear  to  the  moontain  top,  and  the 
half  thousand  prahus  or  fiishing  smacks,  with  their  bamboo 
masts  and  latteen  sails,  dotting  the  water  in  the  distance,  as  we 
passed  island  after  island,  and  buoy  after  bnoy,  keep  the  fancy 
constantly  awake.  In  the  morning  the  guard  boat  got  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  ship,  and  the  Malays  came  flocking  off  to  sell  as 
their  fruit  and  poultry  ;  and  here,  for  the  first  time,  I  got  a 
taste  of  the  celebrated  fruit  so  bepraised  by  travelers — ^the 
mangostine — and  must  candidly  acknowledge  that,  although  the 
juicy  pulp  was  a  luxury,  after  eating  ship  grub  all  the  way  from 
Australia,  I  was  disappointed,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  world-wide  reputation  of  the  firuit  has  been  obtained  from 
those  who,  after  being  a  long  time  at  sea,  got  a  taste  of  it  at 
At\jer.  A  Bartlett  pear  or  rare  ripe  peach,  to  my  taste,  is  far 
superior.  We  have  nothing  in  the  States  to  liken  it  to.  Yoa 
shell  it  as  you  would  a  walnut,  but  most  be  careful  and  not  get 
the  red  bark  cover  in  your  mouth.  This  the  natives  use  for 
dyeing  purposes. 

There  were  about  thirty  sail  of  freighting  ships  at  anchor, 
(mostly  flying  the  flag  of  the  Dutch,)  and  three  or  four  men-of- 
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war.  The  son's  heat  was  perfectly  dissolving  as  we  laid  off  in 
the  "  dingy,"  ander  our  cotton  cloth  covermg,  while  the  native 
boatmen  gave  the  Javanese  stroke  to  their  pony  looking  oars, 
as  they  rowed  me  ap  the  dirty  looking  canal,  (to  a  tone  more 
like  filing  a  saw  than  a  homan  voice,)  which  seemed  aboot  as 
wide  as  the  Bowery,  and  is  two  miles  long  to  the  Boom,  which, 
I  soppose,  in  a  civilized  coontry  they  woold  call  a  Costom 
Hoose.  My  baggage  (only  one  tronk  when  yoo  take  the  over- 
land ronte)  the  official  passed,  withont  overhaoling  everything, 
as  they  do  in  Eorope  ;  and  now  commenced  a  soccession  of 
sight  seeing  novelties.  Everjrthing  one  meets,  or  feels,  or  hears, 
or  sees,  is  so  entirely  different  from  other  latitodes,  my  senses 
have  been  kept  on  the  qui  vive  ;  and  with  my  eyes  wide  open, 
my  ears  akimbo,  my  taste  in  good  working  order,  I  jomped  into 
a  Javanese  boggy — a  foor  wheel  concern  with  a  hood  like  an 
English  phston — and  started  off  with  the  little  wretched  horses, 
only  thirteen  hands  high,  and  all  entire  horses,  (for  no  mares 
are  allowed  in  the  mercantile  part  of  the  town,)  and  foond  on 
both  sides  of  the  canal  a  long  row  of  two-storied  warehooses,  all 
white,  and  covered  with  tiles,  on  accoont  of  being  so  moch  cooler 
than  slate,  and  beaotifnlly  shaded,  like  the  Boolevards,  witii 


I  was  glad  enoogh  to  find  a  seat  in  the  large  and  comfortable 
locking  coonting  hoose  of  my  fellow  coontryman,  Mr.  Read, 
who  represents  the  States  as  Consolar  Agent,  and  will  treat 
yoo  with  every  possible  coortesy  and  attention.  Eighteen  years 
<^  Java  climate  do  not  seem  to  have  taken  away  his  yooth  or 
good  looks.  The  offices  are  as  large  as  the  reception  rooms  of 
a  hotel,  and  the  warehooses  are  so  connected  that  the  merchants 
can  walk  from  one  to  the  other  along  the  verandah,  on  the  sec- 
ond story,  withoot  the  trooble  of  going  below  ;  this  passage  is 
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only  a  private  one,  a  sort  of  matoal  convenience  for  the  several 
merchants.  The  floors  are  covered  with  matting,  and  the 
windows  and  doors  are  thrown  wide  open  for  the  corrent  of  air 
to  circulate  on  all  sides,  and  at  mid-day  the  desks  of  the  princi- 
pals are  fanned  with  a  machine,  the  motive  power  of  which  is  a 
little  Malay  urchin  behind  the  door — the  same  style  of  arrange- 
ment as  we  use  in  the  South,  which  I  saw  for  the  first  time  at 
the  hotel  in  Frankfort  Kentucky.  At  the  several  desks  you 
see  few  Europeans  ;  but  all  the  natives  of  the  East  are  repre- 
sented. A  long  tailed  Chinaman,  with  a  very  white  moustache, 
officiates  as  cashier  ;  a  Malay  book-keeper,  an  Arab  salesman, 
a  half-cast  writer,  and  a  dozen  and  a  half  subs,  of  all  nations, 
cooped  about  in  every  direction,  with  as  little  clothing  as  possi- 
ble about  their  bronze  looking  limbs.  The  warehouses  run 
from  street  to  street,  the  floors  of  which  are  brick,  and,  for 
such  a  climate,  the  building  is  quite  cool.  Tobacco,  in  huge 
casks  :  arrack,  in  pipes  ;  sugar,  in  bags  and  matted  casks  ;  coffee 
and  rice,  spices,  indigo,  rattan  and  dyewoods,  and  imports  con- 
sisting of  every  article  that  can  be  sold  or  bartered.  The  ar- 
rack is  a  much  better  article  than  the  poisoned  liquor  of  British 
India.  Shipmasters  should  be  very  careful  in  making  their 
charters  to  stipulate  for  a  fair  proportion  of  weight,  and  provide 
against  being  "  blown  up  ^  with  such  articles  as  tobacco,  cask 
sugar,  sapan  wood  and  rattan.  I  speak  of  this,  as  some  ships 
have  recently  arrived  from  Australia,  where  they  were  taken  up 
at  £5  10,  but  there  was  no  stipulation,  after  mentioning  a  small 
amount  of  dead  weight  guaranteed,  about  the  balance  of  the 
cargo.  Hence,  the  captain  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  char- 
terer, and,  should  freights  fall,  he  has  the  privilege  of  filling  up 
with  such  articles  as  I  have  named,  as  was  the  case  with  the 
"Ocean  Steed"  taking  tobacco,  while  the  "Leodes"  preferred  to 
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recharter  at  a  lesser  rate  for  a  fair  freight.  Most  business  is 
done  throagh  agents  or  brokers,  many  of  them  natives,  and  the 
stranger  would  think  the  merchant  led  a  most  indolent  life,  sur- 
rounded as  he  is  with  such  a  troupe  of  retainers  to  bring  him 
his  hat,  brush  off  a  fly,  fan  him  in  mid-day,  and  in  short,  <fo 
almost  everything  but  talk  and  write.  Every  transaction  is  done 
by  sending  from  one  office  to  the  other  notes,  and  as  you  notice 
what  is  going  on,  you  cannot  but  be  amused  to  see  ''chit''  after 
"chit"  brought  in  and  sent  off,  touching  charters,  sales,  purcha- 
ses, &c.  Every  merchant  must  learn  the  Malay  language,  for 
it  is  the  Ungua  Franca  of  the  Indian  seas  ;  and  he  must  also  be 
well  up  in  the  English,  French  and  Dutch.  Every  Dutchman 
you  meet  speaks  all  these  languages  ;  but  the  English  are  not 
so  well  posted  I  believe  that  no  Dutchman  can  command  a 
sh^  unless,  he  can  speak  English  and  French.  These  continent- 
al merchants  are  far  ahead  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  in  this  respect 
In  fact,  we  have  no  occasion  to  follow  Elihu  Bnrritt's  example, 
although  his  wonderful  knowledge  of  ancient  and  modem  lan- 
guages would  be  very  useful  in  the  countries  of  the  East.  You 
go  through  one  warehouse — you  see  the  whole — and  so  it  is 
with  the  private  residences.  The  merchants  all  dress  in  white, 
and  sometimes  change  two  or  three  times  a  day.  You  seldom 
see  one  that  does  not  look  as  though  he  had  just  come  out  of  a 
baodbox  or  an  upper  drawer  of  a  wardrobe.  Two  and  a  half 
p^  cent,  for  purchasing,  and  one  for  endorsing,  and  five  per 
cent  for  selling,  give  them  a  very  handsome  fortune  in  a  few 
yean  ;  but  they  certainly  deserve  all  they  can  get ;  for  positive- 
ly, I  would  not  live  in  such  an  atmosphere  and  such  a  climate 
for  all  the  revenue  of  the  island.  The  canal  opposite  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  place  is  lined  with  sheds,  like  the  Liverpool 
docks,  and  natives  are  busily  engaged  in  packing  up  sugar  and 
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other  staples  for  export ;  womm  And  man,  some  opening  the 
mat-made  casks,  two  or  three  of  thmn  standing  with  their  dirty 
looking  feet  in  the  sngar,  while  others  are  filling,  weighing,  sew- 
ing, and  piling  np  the  bags — all  sizes.  Those  that  I  noticed 
were  for  the  California  market,  which  has  been  qoite  an  outlet 
for  Java  produce,  while  little  lias  gone  to  Australia.  The 
Mauritius  are  nearer,  and  can  supply  us  ¥dth  sugar  at  a  less 
rate  ;  but  rice  occasionally  is  sent  down,  although  the  Chinamen 
in  the  gold  fields  won't  buy  Java  when  Patna  can  be  had  from 
Bengal  This  sugar  for  San  Francisco  is  being  packed  in  25 
lbs.  mats.  It  takes  some  time  to  get  hold  of  the  weight ;  the 
Dutch  pickul  of  125  lbs.  is  136  lbs.  English  ;  and  in  buying  and 
selling,  all  is  done  in  rupees.  The  Dutch  guilder  or  florin  is  the 
Malay  rupee — twelve  to  the  pound  sterling.  There  are  several 
divisions  of  the  silver  coId,  such  as  ^,  ^,  and  2^  guilder 
pieces;  and  the  copper  coin  consists  of  doits  and  hiUf  doits,  100 
to  a  rupee.  The  paper  money  of  government  as  well  as  that  of 
the  private  bank  here — where  they  charge  you  for  depositing — 
is  miserable  trashy  stuff,  and  resembles  in  size  our  continental 
currency.  I  am  told  that  coin  is  entirely  to  supersede  paper 
shortly.  As  a  general  thing,  few  bad  debts  are  made  in  selling 
to  the  Europeans,  but  those  who  trust  the  Arabs  and  Chinamen 
have  been  heavy  losers — the  miserable  wretches  wiU  fail  when- 
ever anything  can  be  made  by  it ;  and  when  one  suspends  they 
all  go.  A  little  while  since  there  was  a  perfect  panic  among 
the  Arabs  ;  and  not  long  ago  the  Chinese  followed  their  exam- 
ple ;  now,  no  European  will  give  them  credit.  The  merchants 
contract  with  the  planter  or  government  in  advance  for  their 
crop,  at  a  fixed  price,  and  then  they  supply  their  foreign  orders 
at  the  current  rates  ;  and  it  would  seem  to  us  that  more  money 
IS  made  in  this  by  speculation  than  by  their  commissions. 


CHAPTER   IIL 

Java  Hotel,  Batatia,  Doe.  9, 1855. 
Life  of  MereantHe  CImms-— Animated  Scene  on  the  Road  to  the  If  er- 
chante*  Country  Reeidences — ^Description  of  their  Yillae — The  Natire 
Population — ^A  Datch  Reformer — A  Java  Hotel — ^Batavia  Cookery— 
Tlie  Race  Coarse— Contre  Tempe  of  a  Stranger — Curious  Habits  of 
the  Javanese,  dc,  Ac 

SiNGK  yesterday,  I  hare  been  contiDnally  on  the  wing — ^my 
senses  all  alive  with  continaal  change.  Onr  ride  to  oar  hotel 
in  the  country — ^where  all  the  Eoropeans  live — abont  four  or 
fire  mOes  oat  of  town  was  most  delightfol,  becaose  most  norel. 
Passing  the  low,  dirty  residences  of  the  mnltitode  of  Chinese, 
we  followed,  along  a  level,  macademised  red  colored  road,  the 
coarse  of  the  canal,  and  most  hare  passed  a  hnndred  carriages — 
in  one  continnoos  line — some  with  the  little  Timor  ponies,  some 
with  the  gray  Java  horses,  and  some  with  an  imported  animal 
from  Sydney — all  driven  by  a  swarthy,  naked  looking  native, 
with  only  a  handkerchief  roond  his  loins,  with  a  boy  behind  the 
carriage.  The  vehicles  are  of  every  Eastern  description,  bat  few 
European  carriages.  These  were  the  merchants  coming  in  to 
business,  about  9  o'clock.  Every  European  rides — ^the  merchant^ 
the  tradesman,  the  salaried  clerk,  the  ship  captain  and  the  sailor, 
are  all  {Hxmded  with  a  phieton  and  a  pair  of  runty  looking 
ponies,  a  driver  and  a  footman,  for  two  dollars  per  day  ;  but  I 
pity  the  ttnngerwho  rides  without  some  friend  who  undostands 
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the  infernal  jargon  of  the  coimtfj.  For  mBtanee,  m j  first  ex- 
peiience  in  telling  them  where  to  drire  me,  was  in  being  left  at 
Boom  instead  of  the  Exchange.  Tbej  iBoaD j  rse  earij,  take 
a  bath  before  breakfast,  go  into  town  and  kare  for  home  at 
four  o'clock  and  dine  at  six — six  or  seren  hours  at  the  comiting 
hoose,  and  the  rest  in  eatii^,  drinkii^,  smoking,  ridii^  and 
sleeping ;  bat  little  intellectnal  coltare,  for  the  climate  onlj 
caters  to  the  passions  of  the  body,  whfle  it  prostrates  the  health j 
action  of  the  brain  ;  and  although  f^jsicallj  the  dimate  nnder- 
mines  the  constitution,  the  heat,  the  air  and  the  habits  of  the 
place  most  eventoallj  plock  manj  of  the  choicest  flowers  from 
out  the  garden  of  the  mind. 

On  the  road  hundreds  of  natives  occupied  the  place  €i  beasts 
of  bnrdea  in  Eoropean  countries,  carrying  immftnap.  loads  with 
their  bamboo  pole  across  their  shoulders,  and  the  we%ht 
equally  balanced.  Should  it  not^  they  sometimes  get  a  stone  for 
the  other  end,  thus  taking  twice  the  weight.  Ton  see  them 
with  all  the  productions  of  the  Island.  One  man  with  biid[»tB 
of  coal ;  another  with  fruits  of  different  kinds ;  now  oommg 
with  a  load  of  grass,  and  then  again  with  marketing,  which 
some  gentleman  has  ordered  for  his  dinner.  Some  are  trotting 
away  with  a  lot  of  goods  for  sale,  yelling  to  an  accompaniment 
on  «  wooden  rattle  ;  while  others  hare  a  half  dozen  live  torkies 
on  one  end  of  the  pole  and  as  many  geese  on  the  other,  tied  up 
most  carefully  with  cocoa  nut  or  some  other  kind  ci  leaves,  the 
body  being  entirely  enclosed  in  a  regular  network,  while  they 
have  the  privilege  of  observing  what  is  going  on  about  them. 
These  birds  seem  to  enjoy  their  exercise,  as  you  never  hear  them 
make  the  least  complaint  I  can  imagine  nothing  more  ludi- 
crous ;  perhaps  because  it  is  a  sight  so  unexpected. 

Beautiful  trees  line  the  roadside,  and  all  about  you  may  be 
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seen  the  classic  foliage  of  the  tropical  climate.  The  residences 
of  the  merchants  are  most  tastefully  boilt — space  everywhere 
the  great  feature,  and  situated  about  100  feet  from  the  road — 
the  garden  completely  filled  with  the  richest  garb  of  nature. 
The  houses  are  all  white,  of  two  stories,  and  cover,  with  the 
outbuildings,  from  one-eighth  to  an  acre  of  ground.  Land  in 
plenty,  and  the  residents  have  made  the  most  of  it.  The  canals, 
as  in  the  old  town  branch  off  from  the  little  river  in  all  direc- 
tions, and  are  the  receptacle  of  all  the  filth  and  sewerage  of  the 
town.  The  natives  can  be  seen  at  all  times  boating  up  and 
down  ;  the  washerwomen  and  men  dashing  the  clothes  down  on 
a  wooden  form  as  if  made  of  sheepskin  ;  your  wardrobe  soon 
requires  replenishing,  for  few  articles  of  wearing  apparel  are 
equal  to  such  hard  usage.  The  native  g^rls  were  plunging  in 
and  out  of  the  water  in  a  costume  remarkable  for  its  simplicity 
— perfectly  innocent  of  the  presence  of  the  European  stranger, 
who  gazes  with  such  familiarity  and  curious  interest  upon  the 
peculiar  habits  of  the  people,  whose  simple  customs  he  notices  , 
for  the  first  tune. 

The  new  town  is  situated  on  the  heights  of  Weltevreden,  the 
ate  selected  by  Governor  Daendels  when  he  was  prevented  firom 
removing  the  seat  of  government  to  Sourabaya,  on  account  of 
the  fatal  miasmas  of  the  place.  So  generally  was  the  rush  to 
get  out  of  the  old  port  by  everybody  but  the  Celestials,  the 
l^aoe  would  have  been  a  ruin,  h^  not  a  new  administration 
come  into  power,  with  Baron  Capellen  at  its  head,  who,  with  a 
i^irinkling  of  Yankee  enterprise  metamorphosed  the  entire  dty ; 
and  the  filling  up  and  repairing  of  the  canals — the  vddening  of 
the  streets — the  tearing  down  of  old  buildings  to  make  room 
for  new,  and  removal  of  accumulated  filth,  will  be  the  means  of 
keqpiDg  his  name  gratefully  alive  in  the  memory  of  those  who 
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saw  how  great  a  change  a  little  managemrat  could  accomplish 
even  in  the  climate  of  a  city. 

Here  we  are  at  the  Java  Hotel  again,  a  perfect  palace  in 
size.  Some  of  the  rooms  are  as  long  as  the  dining  saloon  of 
the  Astor  Honse.  There  are  foor  first  class  hotels  in  Batavia, 
all  of  which  are  kept  in  capital  order,  set  a  good  table,  and  do 
credit  to  the  island.  There  is  the  one  in  which  I  am  writing, 
the  Java,  the  Rotterdam,  the  Marine,  and  the  Netiierlands,  built 
pretty  much  alike,  and  condocted  in  the  same  way.  like  the 
warehouses  and  private  residences,  two  stories  in  front,  with 
wings  one  story  high  extending  a  long  ways  back,  in  the  rear 
of  which  are  the  stables  for  about  one  hundred  horses,  and  out 
buildings  for  the  servants — about  seventy  to  one  hundred  to 
each  hotel ;  large  shade  trees,  a  species  of  banyan  and  cocoa 
nut,  under  which  are  wooden  seats,  spread  their  shadow  ov^ 
the  grounds  in  front,  while  the  rear  enclosure  is  filled  with  flow- 
ers and  different  kinds  of  fruit.  The  grounds  extend  from  one 
street  to  another,  and  form  squares  of  some  acres.  The  horses 
owned  at  the  hotel  are  inferior  animals — costing  about  $15  to 
$20  each,  and  the  carriage  made  here,  about  $150.  The  stable 
boys  gets  $4  per  month,  and  the  house  boys  $5.  The  head  man, 
or  manager,  receives  $12  ;  girls  get  $3.  The  race  course  is 
just  in  the  rear  of  our  hotel,  and  is  a  large,  level  grass  plot. 
A  grand  stand  has  been  erected,  and  every  six  months  the  lovers 
of  the  sport  try  the  metal  of  their  imported  Arab  and  Sydney 
horses,  but  the  greatest  amusements  is  derived  from  the  scrub 
race  with  ponies,  among  the  native& 

Our  table  is  excellent,  and  everything  well  cooked>-but  it  m 
impossible  to  give  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  courses  or  the 
names  of  the  dishes— everything  is  peculiarly  Dutch  or  Malay. 
We  seem  to  do  nothing  but  eat  and  drink  the  live-long  day  ; 
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somehow  or  other  a  cap  of  tea,  a  piece  of  toast,  or  cofiPee  and 
tiffin,  are  always  brought  to  yon,  at  the'  very  time  yoor  appetite 
is  ready  to  welcome  it  Your  co£fee  is  brought  yon  in  bed,  and 
tiffin  or  tea  will  be  sent  to  your  room — to  the  verandah — the 
billiard  room,  or  wherever  you  may  desire  it.  Fmits  load  the 
tables,  and  a  servant  is  always  near  to  help  you.  The  mangos- 
tine,  the  mango— about  the  size  and  shape  of  a  goose  egg,  and 
tasting  like  our  cantelope  melon — the  banana,  the  pineapple, 
the  shaddock,  and  several  other  kinds,  the  names  of  which,  when 
learned,  I  could  not  remember — but  each  was  different  from 
what  I  had  ever  seen  or  tasted  before.  As  the  Europeans  all 
speak  Malay,  few  natives  talk  Dutch  or  English,  and  hence  I 
found  it  most  difficult  to  make  myself  understood.  When  ask- 
ing for  an  egg  my  boy's  countenance  would  lighten  up  as  much 
as  to  say,  all  right — I  understand — ^and  off  he  would  go  and 
bring  a  sweet  potato  I  For  a  cup  of  coffee,  I  got  a  plate  of 
pickles  I  and  for  a  glass  of  water,  a  slice  of  ham  I  Tib  most 
annoying — but  what  can  you  do,  but  grin  and  bear  it  ?  But 
the  worst  of  it  is,  every  one  else  is  grinning  too.  At  night  and 
morning  the  Europeans  dress  with  the  most  perfect  abandon — 
a  loose  gown  like  a  pair  of  trousers,  and  a  robe  that  looks  some- 
thing like  a  lady's  night  dress,  (as  I  have  seen  them  hang^g  on 
the  clothes  line).  The  women  also  at  these  hours  dress  in  the 
same  careless  manner.  It  looks  very  odd  to  me  ;  and  {his,  to- 
gether with  the  bathing  dress  of  the  Malay  girl,  would  shock  some 
of  my  fastidious  countrywomen,  who  cannot  bear  even  to  look 
at  the  bare  legs  of  their  piano  or  to  have  the  naked  truth  told 
them.  Custom,  however,  will  soon  bring  over  the  new  comer, 
and  the  third  day  I  was  able  to  sit  at  my  door  on  the  verandah 
with  nothing  on  but  pants  and  slippers.  The  bathing  room  is 
made  of  marble,  and  you  turn  a  faucet,  which  pours  a  stream 
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over  joa  as  big  as  tout  leg.  Bat  the  foimieBt  thing  I  have  yet 
seen  is  that  confounded  bottle.  What  a  costom  !  Good  gra- 
cious !  is  it  possible  that — bat  never  mind — I  will  e3q)lain  some 
other  time.  Ha  !  ha !  ha  I  I  don't  wonder  that  poor  Jack 
thought  it  was  Seltzer  water.  How  ooald  he  have  thooght  it 
anything  else  ? 

The  theatre  was  not  c^n,  and  I  did  not  go  to  the  Harmonie, 
bat  amosed  myself  by  asking  qnestions  daring  the  evening  of 
all  that  passed  near  my  door.  I  cannot  better  give  yon  an  idea 
of  eating  houses  or  prices  than  by  getting  down  a  copy  of  the 
tariff  that  hangs  in  my  room  : — 

THE  JAVA    HOTEL, 

RegulaHons, 

From  4 1  till  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  tea  and  coffee. 
At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  breakfast. 
At  12  M.,  rice,  kerry,  &c 
At  3  P.  M.,  tea. 
At  6J  P.  M.,  dinner. 
At  8  P.  M.,  tea. 
At  9  P.  M.,  grog. 

Ou  Sundays  and  holidays,  at  11  o'clock,  breakfast. 
On  theatre  days,  at  6  o'clock  P.  M.,  dinner. 
Only  in  cases  of  illness,  may  dmner  be  afforded  in  the  apart- 
ments. 

The  hotel  is  closed  for  the  night  at  Hi  o'clock. 

List  of  Prices, 

One  day's  lodging  for  one  person,         -  /5.00 — $1  25 

One  boy,  under  5  years  old,  with  his  parents,  1.00 —  40 

One  do.  from  6  to  12  years  old,  per  day,  2.00 —  80 

One  day's  lodging,  with  meals  in  room,  6.00 —  2  40 

One  bottle  Champagne,            -            -  5.00 —  2  00 

"           Burgundy,      -            -            -  5.00—  2  00 

Port  wine,              -            -  6.00—  2  GO 
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/4.00— 

One  bottle  Sauterne, 

^ 

^ 

1  60 

Hock, 

- 

- 

4.00 

1  60 

"          Maderia, 

- 

- 

4.00 

1  60 

"          Sherry, 
"          Claret, 

- 

- 

4.00 
2.00 

1  60 
80 

"          Datch  beer, 

- 

- 

1.00— 

40 

"          English  beer,  - 
"          Cognac,     - 
"          SeltEer  water. 

• 

- 

1.50 

4.00— 

1.00 

60 

1  60 

40 

One  half  do.  do.      do. 

- 

- 

50— 

20 

One  glass  Absinthe, 

- 

- 

50 

20 

"          Madeira,    - 

- 

- 

50— 

20 

Siroop, 
"          Cognac,      - 
"          Geneva,  with  bitters,  - 
One  great  lamp  in  room  for  stranger  per 
month.             -            .            -            - 

25— 
50— 

12.00 

10 
20 

4  80 
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Yoa  will  now  understand  how  often  onr  appetite  is  waited 
upon,  and  how  cheap  jon  can  live  in  a  crack  hotel  in  Batavia; 
When  traveling  this  way  the  Java  is  your  place. 


CHAPTER   IV. 

* 

Bellevvk  Hotkl,  Buitenzoko,  Java,        ) 
Thirtt  Milk  Inland  from  Batatia,  De&  10, 1865.  ) 

Interior  of  the  Iflland — Javanese  Conyeyances — ^Bfalay  Poet  Bojb — Tlie 
Plantations— 'A  Javanese  Marriage— Wonderful  Sights — Ihe  Whole 
Book  of  Nature  Opened  in  a  Three  Honrs'  Ride — The  (Government 
Uouse — Official  Receptions — ^Population  and  Administration  of  the 
Dutch  Colonies — Their  Revenues,  EzpenditoreSy  Ae. — The  Europeans 
on  the  Islands — ^Effects  of  the  Climate  on.  their  Ckiaititutimis — ^Politi- 
cal Ilistory  of  Javir-The  Native  Population— Bepwtore,  do.,  do. 


I  HAVE  already  thrown  yon  off  two  letters  on  impressions  of 
Batavia  for  this  mail,  and  now  I  propose  to  give  yon  my  ex- 
perience in  posting  a  short  way  into  the  interior  of  this  remark- 
able island.  At  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  yesterday,  I  left  the  Java 
Hotel  to  visit  his  Excellency  at  his  palace  and  grounds  at  Bait- 
enzorg,  and  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  cnltore  of  some 
of  the  products  of  the  island.  Here  again  the  whole  distance 
I  was  entranced  with  the  wonderful  look  of  cultivated  nature. 
But  to  commence.  I  paid  eighty  rupees  (thirty-two  dollars) 
for  a  post  carriage  up  and  back — a  distance  of  thirty-eight  miles 
each  way.  Our  carriage  was  a  square,  hearse-looking  box  on 
little  wheels,  drawn  by  four  Javanese  ponies,  and  driven  by  a 
Malay  coachman  with  an  immense  hat,  resembling  a  gigantic 
inverted  punchbowl ;  the  reins  and  traces  made  of  rope,  and 
the  harness  very  primitive  looking ;  and  two  post  boys,  with 
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gimOar  sombreros,  perched  np  on  the  back  of  the  carriage. 
This  composed  the  establishment,  and  a  more  extraordinary 
tnnioat  this  deponent  never  witnessed.  We  started,  and  such 
an  excitement  as  we  made  and  noise  as  we  created  is  beyond 
my  power  of  description.  The  driver  cracked  his  long  whip, 
the  horses  sprang  away  at  a  wild  gallop,  the  post  boys  jumped 
off  their  perch  and  took  the  leaders  by  the  head  as  they  passed 
the  bridges,  and  yelled  with  fiend-like  fury  to  make  them  in- 
crease their  speed  ;  while  both  sides  of  the  streets  were  lined 
with  Malays,  Arabs  and  Chinese,  seemingly  interested  in  our 
wild  career.  "  Hi,  hi  I  he-eh  I "  say  the  post  boys  ;  crack  goes 
the  driver's  whip,  round  fly  the  wheels,  and  up  again  the  boys 
mount  their  perch.  In  a  few  minutes  you  see  them  off  mnning 
alongside  the  horses,  with  only  a  handkerchief  tied  round  their 
midships,  crackuig  their  whips  loader  than  ever,  and  screeching 
like  Pawnee  Indiaiis.  "  Har  I  har  I — (crack) — Hi  I — (crack) 
He  eh  I  he  eh  I  (Crack — crack  !)  on  both  sides,  and  crack 
from  the  driver  ;  Hi  I  hi  I  from  the  boys ;  Hoy-rem  I  ho  I  from 
the  driver ;  Har  I  har  I— (Crack  I  crack  !)— Hi  I"— (Crack  !) 
This  novel  posting  was  continued  all  the  way,  and  six  changes 
of  horses  and  of  post  boys — but  kept  the  same  coachman — 
placed  OS  at  the  Bellevae  House  at  five  o'clock,  having  been 
foar  hours  on  the  way.  No  time  was  lost  at  the  stopping  places 
— the  change  of  horses  were  all  prepared  by  the  new  post  boys, 
each  boy  getting  ten  doits  (four  cents)  each.  We  passed  through 
a  very  level  country,  over  one  of  the  best  roods  that  can  be 
made,  and  which  extends  directly  through  Java,  due  east  to 
Sourabaya — the  work  of  government.  All  about  us  we  recog- 
nized many  of  the  shade  trees  and  all  the  fruits  we  saw  at  Bata- 
via — and  the  rice  plantations  in  their  several  stages  from  the 
ploughing  of  the  land  to  the  sowing  of  the  rice  in  the  little 
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space  allotted,  from  which  it  is  transplanted  to  the  irrigated 
patches,  of  about  an  acre  each,  prepared  to  receive  it.     Many 
of  the  plantations  were  of  immense  size,  and  further  along  inland 
cover  square  miles  in  space.     Vast  numbers  of  natives  were 
traveling  on  the  road,  staggering  under  their  heavy  loads  ;  and 
carts  drawn  by  ponies  without  a  bridle,  and  buffaloes  with  a 
1)amboo  yoke,  were  brmging  in  the  produce — while  the  distance 
was  ornamented  by  native  villages — towermg  mountains  seen  at 
a  distance  of  a  hundred  miles,  i^overed  with  the  teak  wood  forest 
— long  plains,  the  water  passmg  from  field  to  field  with  the  ut- 
most regularity — and  rivers  and  cocoa  nut  groves,  deep  ravines 
and  irregular  fields.     At  the  several  stoppages  I  amused  myself 
by  throwing  a  little  copper  coin  out  of  the  carriage  to  see  the 
children  scramble  for  it.     At  one  place  there  were  about  thirty, 
between  the  ages  of  two  and  ten  years,  of  both  sexes,  most  of 
whom  were  entirely  naked.    These  natives  marry  at  twelve. 
At  Buitenzorg,  I  was  so  fortunate  as  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  witnessing  the  ceremony  of  a  Javanese  marriage.    Attracted 
by  a  most  singular  concord  of  sounds,  I  pushed  my  way  through 
the  groves  of  trees  to  the  house  or  shed,  where  were  collected 
a  large  number  of  natives — the  grown  people  on  one  side,  and 
about  one  hundred  children,  in  a  state  of  nature,  on  the  other. 
The  musicians  were  seated  round  an  old  box,  and  kept  time  by 
striking  different  metals  and  skins — while  a  child  of  six  years, 
dressed  as  an  old  woman,  with  long  hau:  and  a  horrid  mask,  was 
walking  with  a  tragical  air,  and  gesticulating  in  a  most  grave 
manner,  up  and  down  the  platform,  to  the  great  delight  of  the 
children,  whose  black  eyes  and  bronze  figures,  as  they  lay  group- 
ed along  the  shed,  was  a  picture  for  an  artist. 

At  six  o'clock  this  mornmg,  the  Aid-de-camp,  F.  Bering 
Leisberg,  Esq.,  attendant  on  the  Governor-General,  was  at  the 


WONDERFUL  SIGHTS.  48 


Hotel  bj  appointment,  with  a  beaatifal  pony,  and  accompanied 
me  aboat  twenty  miles  over  groves  and  through  rice  plantations 
— all  of  which  were  divided  by  a  green  horse  path,  into  native 
villages,  and  by  rivolets  which  feed  the  rice  canals.  No  pen 
can  express,  no  tongne  can  utter,  no  pencil  can  paint  the  sub- 
limity of  natore  in  the  interior  of  Java.  All  I  see  or  hear, 
aboat  and  around  me,  enchants  my  senses.  It  is  the  land  of 
poetry  and  of  song ;  and  when  you  gaze  upon  the  burial  place 
of  a  native  prince,  or  a  Hindoo  Chief ;  when  you  contemplate 
the  massive  ruins  of  past  ages  ;  when  yon  walk  over  and  around 
the  immPfnuft  native  temples — built  God  knows  when — admiring 
thdr  architecture  and  revering  their  venerable  age  ;  when  you 
pass  through  monster  estates  of  rice,  of  sugar  and  of  co£fee — all 
cultivated  with  the  ample  implements  of  the  natives — and  see 
no  modem  tools  of  culture  ;  when  you  smell  the  odour  of  the 
spices,  and  admire  the  beauty  of  the  nutmeg  and  the  pepper  ; 
the  singing  of  Java  birds,  and  chirping  of  insects  and  lizards, 
as  yoa  ride  through  forests,  curiously  absorbed  in  the  wonder- 
fiii  beaaUes  of  the  earth  ;  the  cocoa  groves,  the  cotton  and  the 
bread  froit  tree  ;  the  banyan,  with  its  numberless  branches,  all 
taking  root  again  to  strengthen  the  old  trunk-^an  affectionate 
emblem  of  parent  and  child  supporting  each  other  through 
earthquakes,  storms  and  tempests  ;  the  mangostine  groves ;  the 
lattan  winding  itself  about  the  teak-wood  forest ;  the  bamboo 
diooting  np  tiirough  all  the  rest ;  the  cultivation  of  European 
firuita  and  native  vegetables  ;  the  sunplicity  of  the  native  girls 
as  they  bathe  so  innocently  before  you  as  you  stand  upon  the 
river's  bank,  noting  them  plunging,  singing,  laughing  and  swim- 
ming about — now  below  the  water  and  now  above  ;  the  fright- 
fid  look  of  some  of  the  older  men  and  women,  whose  shocking 
eostom  of  diewing  the  beetle  nut,  mixed  with  pepper  plant  and 
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tobacco,  girefl  their  lips  an  nimatiiral  red,  and  blackens  their 
teeth  'till  they  resemble  charcoal ;  the  monkej  resembling  ap- 
pearance of  the  babes  and  children,  and  the  monkeys  th^nselves 
in  the  Governor's  park ;  the  inmiense  herd  of  native  deer ;  the 
wild  hog  ;  the  tiger  and  the  rhinoceros  ;  the  cassowary,  a  huge 
black  bird,  not  nnlike,  except  in  color,  the  emn  of  Australia — 
when  you  have  seen  aU  these  wonders  of  this  wonderful  country, 
in  a  three  hour's  ride,  yon  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  per- 
sonal observation  will  teach  a  man  more  in  one  day  than  he  can 
learn  from  books  in  an  age. 

The  dreams  of  my  youth  are  all  revived  again,  and  the  pic- 
tures of  my  school  books  give  me  the  form,  but  not  the  life  of 
nature.  When  the  forgoing  changes  have  been  rung  before  ten 
o'clock  ID  the  mornings  and  you  have  drank  deeply  of  such  grand 
and  picturesque  scenery  as  the  view  presents  far  and  near  abont 
the  Government  House,  you  cannot  but  imagine  and  feel  that 
you  are  in  a  fairy  land,  and  all  that  is  required  to  complete  the 
illusion,  and  make  a  Garden  of  Eden  of  the  grounds  is  to  see 
but  one  Adam  and  Eve,  instead  of  such  a  swarm  of  semlclad 
beings. 

Mr.  Leisberg  invited  us  to  the  Palace,  and  after  refreshments 
we  passed  again  through  the  Park  to  the  botanical  garden, 
where  his  Excellency  has  collected  a  large  and  beautiful  quan- 
tity of  European  plants  and  flowers.  The  situation  of  the 
Government  House  is  on  high  land,  and  commands  a  view  of 
the  entire  range  of  mountain  scenery  for  a  hundred  milea.  The 
tops  of  one  or  two  of  the  old  volcanoes  could  be  seen  far  above 
the  clouds — a  most  imposing  sight. 

Five  years  is  the  time  allotted  to  the  Governor-General,  and 
shortly  he  will  return.  He  is  a  man,  I  should  say,  of  fifty  years* 
I  am  told  that  he  is  a  very  talented  man,  of  a  religious  turn ; 
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bat  he  does  not  appear  to  be  popular.  His  levees  are  given  at 
Batavia  generally,  and  my  departure  to-morrow  prevents  me 
from  seeing  the  beaaty  and  fashion  of  the  Dntch,  and  some  of 
their  partiKX)Iored  o&pring,  at  the  soiree  that  her  ladyship,  his 
wife,  gives  at  Batavia  to-morrow  night.  These  entertainments 
are  very  formal,  and  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  representa- 
tive of  the  King  is  still  homiliatmg,  bat  not  as  cringing  and 
abject  as  ander  some  of  the  early  Governors.  The  only  English 
work  on  Java  at  the  Palace  was  that  pablished  in  1817,  by  the 
then  English  Governor  of  the  place,  Sir  T.  S.  Raffles,  a  well 
written  work,  dedicated  to  the  Prince  Regent.  His  private 
joamal  which  came  oat  at  the  same  time,  contains  mach  in  re- 
lation to  Java.  This  good  man  was  mach  beloved  by  the 
natives,  and  mtrodacedmany  comforts  and  reforms  among  them. 
A  large  white  monament  in  the  park  tells  the  stranger  that  his 
wife.  Lady  Raffles,  was  only  another  victim  of  the  then  fatal 
climate  of  Java.  It  is  a  little  singular  that  so  few  able  works  ^ 
are  among  the  booksellers  on  the  Indian  Archipelago.  With 
the  exception  of  Raffles,  and  J.  J.  Stockdale,  who  pat  oat  a 
book  in  1811,  and  in  the  preface  speaks  of  "  that  enemy  of  the 
haman  race.  Napoleon  Bonaparte,'*  and  George  Winsor  Earle's 
craise  about  these  seas,  about  twenty  years  ago,  you  will  find 
little  regarding  Java  out  of  the  Dutch  language.  Even 
McCullock  is  not  posted  up  and  gives  no  statistics  later  than 
1834  ;  and  as  I  find  it  very  difficult  to  get  hold  of  these  things 
from  the  merchants,  I  shall  be  unable  to  give  my  mercantile 
friends  what  I  had  intended. 

Mr.  Leisberg  showed  me  every  attention,  and  when  taking 
my  departure,  presented  me  with  a  beautiful  lance  which  some 
Rajah  had  given  to  him.  He  also  is  going  to  send  me  an  as- 
sortment of  that  ugly  looking  weapon  so  peculiar  to  these 
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islands,  the  kris  ;  it  is  a  horrid  looking  instroment,  in  the  sword 
or  sabre  line,  and  most  make  a  frightfnl  woond  when  poisoned 
from  the  npas,  or  whaterer  the  deadly  tree  is  called.  The  prick 
or  tonch  of  the  kris  is  deadly.  I  bought  at  the  town  a  pair  of 
antlers,  from  a  native  buck,  and  also  was  so  fortunate  as  to  get 
a  complete  model,  beantifolly  made  by  a  Malay,  of  a  Japanese 
Tillage  ;  also  models  of  all  their  strange  agricnltund  implements, 
their  kitchen  utensils,  war  weapons  and  musical  pieces.  These 
are  beautifully  executed,  and  give  those  who  cannot  get  so  far 
away  to  see  the  originals  a  most  admirable  idea  of  the  primitive 
habits  and  customs  of  these  poor  natives,  who  have  had  to  bow 
their  heads  to  the  iron  rule  of  conquest  and  military  power ; 
and  yet,  although  there  are  eleven  millions  in  Java  alone,  there 
<  are  but  eight  thousand  European  and  twelve  thousand  native 
I  troops  to  subject  and  keep  down  the  swarming  population  of  the 
I  Dutch  East  India  Company — I  believe  about  twenty-five  milr 
.  lions  in  all,  made  up  of  Asiatics,  Africans  and  Islanders.  Some 
of  the  dependencies  are  regulated  and  managed  by  the  native 
Princes  or  Rajahs,  but  all  must  cringe  and  bow  to  his  most  po- 
tent, grave  and  reverend  excellency,  Mr.  Van  Twist,  the  Gov- 
ernor General,  who  is  paid  $60,000  per  year,  and  is  famished 
with  a  palace  whose  rooms  and  massive  structure  throw  entirely 
into  the  shade  the  dimensions  of  the  capitol  at  Washington.  In 
his  administration  he  is  assisted  by  a  Vice  President  and  three 
Counsellors,  a  Fmance  Minister,  a  Director  of  the  Interior,  a 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  a  Manager  of  Public  Works ; 
while  the  naval  authority  is  vested  in  Bear  Adnural  Booridiu^ 
and  the  head  of  the  army  in  Lieut.  General  Starns.  The  Dutch 
have  a  large  fleet  of  men-of-war  among  their  colonies,  although 
their  army  is  comparatively  small.  I  will  try  and  get  its 
strength  and  add  in  a  postcript. 
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The  reyenoe  of  the  islands  may  be  stated  at  $34,000,000, 
while  the  expense  of  gOTemment  and  interest  on  loans  will 
reduce  it  some  $20,000,000 — thus  leaving  the  handsome  snm  of 
$14,000,000  for  the  mother  country. 

The  Portagnese  discoverers  of  1510,  who  were  exploring  these 
waters,  just  after  Columbus  had  found  the  Western  world,  little 
dreamed  of  such  results,  and  sailed  away  in  search  of  other 
lands.  But  the  more  persevering  Dutchmen  of  1595  got  a  foot- 
hold in  Shaksperc's  time,  and  just  before  Queen  Elizabeth's 
enterprising  merchants  sent  their  four  ships  to  British  India. 
About  four  months  after  the  pilgrims  landed  at  Plymouth, 
Batavia  received  its  name,  and  then  followed  the  subjugation 
and  brutal  conquest  of  an  ancient  and  industrious  people,  whose 
only  crime  was  the  possession  of  rich  and  extensive  lauds. 
Prince  after  prince  laid  down  his  kris,  and  the  rebellious  Chinar 
men  of  1740  lost  all  their  spurit  in  that  horrible  massacre,  so 
vividly  described  by  the  Dutch  writer,  Ary  Ruyers — ^more  fright- 
ful than  the  outrages  of  the  American  Indian  on  the  frontier, 
the  bombardment  of  Copenhagen,  or  the  slaughter  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew. For  a  long  time  the  settlers  fought  hard  against  the 
fatality  of  the  climate,  and  the  troops  died  like  rats.  Twelve 
months  in  the  island,  and  half  of  the  regiments  would  fertilize 
the  city  of  the  dead.  Even  in  1812  so  apathetic  were  the  mer- 
chants when  the  bell  tolled  a  funeral  knell,  the  one  would  say  to 
the  other  (as  was  once  the  case  in  New  Orleans  when  the  fatal 
fever  left  me  an  orphan,  and  has  lately  been  in  Virginia)  "  Who 
is  it  to  day  ?  "  But  it  must  have  been  painful  to  hear  them  add, 
"Well,  he  owed  me  nothing''  From  the  first  the  greatest  enemy 
of  the  European  settler  here  was  the  climate ;  and  even  now 
the  cheeks  of  the  men  as  well  as  the  women  are  as  white  as  the 
cobr  of  the*r  houses,  telling  the  observer  too  plainly  the  insinu- 
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ating  mrcMds  iipoa  the  oonstititkM ;  sad  the  little  duldien,  so 
pale  and  thin — u  frail  as  the  fitaikst  iower  that  erer  bloomed 
— most  witho'  in  thor  jooth,  and,  like  hot  house  plants,  will 
lire  in  beantj  a  tittle  while,  and  then  their  freshness  has  gone 
for  erer. 

Among  the  twelve  thgpsaad  Enropeans  in  the  islands,  ten 
thoosand  probabij  are  natives  of  H<^land,  and  the  rest  represent 
England  and  the  nations  of  the  Continoit ;  bat  I  beUeve  there 
are  only  two  Ameiican  merchants  in  Java,  Mr.  Reed  and  his 
brother  of  the  highly  reqwctaUe  mercantile  hoose  of  Pune, 
Strieker  &  Co.,  established  mcne  than  a  quarter  of  a  century 
ago,  who,  in  addition  to  a  laige  foreign  trade,  are  the  f(Hrtanate 
possessors  of  the  lion's  share  of  the  American  trade. — ^Mr.  Dar- 
ling, 60  long  connected  with  the  firm,  who  bought  out  the  Bos- 
ton steamship  Raja  Wallah,  and,  after  trying  her  in  these 
waters,  sold  her  to  the  Austndians  when  in  the  height  of  their 
lunatic  speculations,  for  $125,000,  is  now  in  the  States ;  and 
Mr.  Eaton,  of  Boston,  of  the  wealthy  and  long  established 
English  bouse  of  McLean,  Watson  &  Co.,  Batavia,  whose 
branches  are  McNiel  &  Co.,  Samarang,  and  Frazer,  Eaton 
&  Co.,  Sourabaya,  is  also  now  at  Boston. 

The  import  duty  on  foreign  cotton  and  woollen  goods  is  25 
per  cent  ad  valorem.  From  Holland,  by  Dutch  ships  or  those 
OD  the  same  footing,  if  accompanied  by  a  cetificate  of  Nether- 
lands origin,  the  half.  Import  duty  on  metals,  24  per  cent. 
Iron  and  steel,  12  per  cent^  with  30  per  cent  augmented  on 
invoice.  From  Holland,  accompanied  with  a  certificate  of 
Netherlands  origin,  the  half.  On  all  import  and  export  duties, 
an  impost  of  5  per  cent  pierage  is  added. 

The  monopoly  of  the  government,  in  purchasing  direct  from 
the  planter,  and  restrictive  policy  regarding  other  nations,  par- 


POUnCAL  HISTORY   OF  JAVA.  49 


aljzes  all  private  enterprise,  and  prevents  all  improYement,  and 
Java  at  the  present  day,  so  far  as  modem  culture,  the  steam 
engine,  the  railroad,  the  magnetic  wire  and  the  numberless 
inventions  of  this  wonderful  age  are  concerned,  is  almost  as  far 
behind  the  times  as  Japan,  with  whom  alone  they  have  been 
permitted  to  have  a  limited  trade  for  one  or  two  centuries,  ever 
since  the  Jesuits  were  driven  out  of  Niphon.  Mr.  Leisberg 
informed  me  that  one  step  has  been  made  to  meet  the  times, 
and  in  a  year  or  two  a  telegraphic  wire  will  announce  the  arri- 
val of  ships  passing  Anjer,  at  Batavia,  Samarang  and  Sourabaya 
bat  I  doubt  if  the  time  comes  during  the  next  century  when  the 
European  traveler  will  hear  the  whistle  of  the  locomotive  in  the 
cocoa  nut  groves  of  the  inland  provinces,  or  the  Javanese 
ploughman  in  his  rice  field,  or  the  fierce  beasts  of  the  majestic 
forests,  be  disturbed  by  the  whirling  rattle  of  a  railway  train. 
Like  China  there  are  too  many  people  to  employ  to  introduce 
labor  saving  machines. 

When  the  putative  father  of  the  present  Emperor  of  the 
French  was  on  the  throne  of  Holland,  at  Napoleon's  bidding, 
Java  became  a  part  of  France,  and  in  1811,  up  went  the 
French  flag,  which  the  battle  of  Waterloo  surrendered  to  Eng- 
land in  1814,  who,  frightened  by  the  climate,  and  ignorant  of 
its  richness,  restored  it  to  the  Dutch,  preferring  to  keep  Ceylon 
and  the  Cape,  which  mistake  Allison  and  every  Englishman  has 
been  mourning  over  for  almost  half  a  century.  But  it  was  not 
tiQ  1816,  when  its  conqueror,  like  Parrhasus'  captive,  was  chain- 
ed to  the  rodL  of  St.  Helena,  did  the  Dutch  flag  again  float 
over  the  gardens  of  the  East. 

Bat  there  was  one  place  during  all  those  startling  changes 
whidi  eoiiTalfled  Europe  during  Bonaparte's  career,  where  Hol- 
land WMfliD  sopreme,  and  that  was  in  the  little  ishind  opposite 
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Nangasaki,  the  residence  of  the  Datch  Ambassador,  where  the 
colors  have  nerer  ceased  to  fly. 

The  natives  are  a  warlike  people,  and  are  ready  to  rise 
when  their  Mahomedan  priests  give  the  signal,  as  has  been  the 
case  two  or  three  times  since  the  Restoration.  Some  thirty 
years  ago  a  most  bloody  warfare  again  pat  them  down  ;  and 
only  a  few  years  ago  the  Bally  Princes  were  trodden  under  foot 
Bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that  nations,  as  a  general  thing,  are 
not  governed  entirely  by  motives  of  benevolence  or  philanthropy, 
and  that  sel^  as  with  the  individual,  is  the  ruling  passion,  and 
remembering  that  a  force  of  only  eight  thousand  European  sold- 
iers are  in  the  country,  who,  with  the  other  European  residents 
of  Java,  might  at  any  time  be  massacred  by  millions  of  men  who 
obey,  with  servile  fear,  the  command  of  their  prince  or  priest, 
no  wonder  that  Holland  is  averse  to  liberalizing  the  minds  of 
the  people  by  throwing  open  her  ports  to  the  shipping  and  citizens 
of  all  the  world — no  wonder  that  foreign  consuls  have  never 
been  recognized,  (until,  I  believ^  very  recently,  for  purely  com- 
mercial purposes) — that  a  system  of  espionage  and  police  tra- 
verses the  land,  and  that  the  poor  trembling  natives  are  cowed 
down  with  craven  fear  by  military  rule ;  for,  to  my  mind,  the 
introduction  of  European  liberalism  would  immediately  be  the 
signal  at  which  these  prolificlslands  would  be  lost  to  the  nation. 
When  I  see  any  moral  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
natives  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  the  tribes  of  the  Pacific — 
when  I  see  any  thmg  done  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  the  aborigi- 
nals of  America,  who,  obeying  the  Pequot  lesson,  (says  Holmes,) 
runs  from  the  white  man  when  he  finds  "he  smells  of  Holland 
gin  ^ — when  I  notice  enlightened  England  throwing  over  dark- 
ened India  the  light  of  intellectual  culture — then,  and  not  till 
then,  will  I  amuse  myself  by  abnstii^  so  industrious  and  commer- 
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cial  a  people  as  the  Datch,  whose  intelligeDce  in  langnages,  in 
modern  and  ancient  history,  and  in  general  information,  have 
been  the  characteristics  of  those  it  has  been  mj  good  fortune  to 
meet. 

The  merchants  here  live  like  princes,  and  ten  to  fifteen  thous- 
and dollars  per  year  is  no  unusual  amount  to  spend.  Mr.  Reed 
has  a  beantifnl  residence,  built  by  himself,  on  ground  where  art 
and  nature  have  battled  hard  to  gain  superiority.  Among  the 
ten  or  fifteen  ponies  and  horses  of  different  breeds  in  his  stables,  I 
saw  a  beantifnl  Arab  which  he  had  just  imported.  I  could  but 
obserre  how  el^antly  the  dinner  tables  are  adorned  in  this 
place — the  meals  and  dessert  all  go  at  once — and  as  you  sit 
down  the  fruits  are  entirely  hidden  from  sight  by  flowers  of 
many  kinds,  which  give  a  most  graceful  appearance  to  the  tout 
emstmble. 

The  least  said  about  the  morals  of  many  of  the  Europeans 
in  these  latitudes,  perhaps,  will  gire  the  best  idea  of  them.  The 
Lip-Laps,  as  the  half  cast  are  called  of  ten-times  marry,  and 
some  native  women  are  wedded  to  the  white  man,  but  not  many  ; 
bat  when  the  native  girl  discovers  the  infidelity  of  her  compan- 
ion, her  revenge  is  sometimes  terrible,  and  is  hard  to  satiate. 

Although  I  have  seen  so  much  during  my  few  days  stay,  I 
did  not  get  into  the  prison  to  see  <an  execution  by  that  most 
awful  manner,  impalement,  (where  the  kris  enters  the  back 
of  the  neck,  and  runs  down  past  the  heart,  while  the  poor  wretch 
is  left  to  torture  in  a  Java  sun  till  the  instrument  gangrenes 
and  corrodes,  and  is  then  torn  out  again  till  life  at  last  is  gone,) 
and  I  hope  I  shall  never  witness  such  a  spectacle.  This  was 
the  mode  years  ago.  Neither  did  I  see  the  humming  bird  pick 
the  teeth  of  the  alligators,  as  described  by  Herodotus  ;  nor  suc- 
ceed io  sedng  a  genuine  bantam  fowl  on  the  original  soil — the 
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real  bird  which  the  natiTes  train  for  fighting  is  more  the  shape 
of  a  goose,  however,  than  the  little  wretched  fowl  that  bears 
the  name  with  us. 

To-morrow  I  embark  on  board  the  Konigni  des  Nethalander 
— mail  steamer  under  contract  with  government  to  take  the 
mails  from  Sourabaja,  Samarang  and  Batavia,  on  the  eleventh 
of  every  month,  at  about  twenty-five  hundred  dollars — to  Sin- 
gapore so  as  to  catch  the  China  and  overland  steamer.  I  am 
too  late  for  a  state-room,  and  have  got  to  sleep  on  deck  (pleas- 
ant to  be  sure).  I  don't  remember  ever  paying,  before,  eighty 
\  dollars  for  five  hundred  miles  steaming,  and  sleeping  on  deck  at 
that  I  As  in  Van  Dieman's  Land,  to  get  out  of  the  country,  I 
had  to  get  a  paper  called  a  "  consent,"  and  also  a  passport  for 
the  guard  ship.  As  the  clipper  ship  Flying  Arrow  that  sailed 
two  days  before  us  has  not  arrived,  I  fear  that  the  gale  we 
experienced  off  Cape  Otnay  must  have  crippled  her. 


OHAPTEB   V, 

Oir  BoABD  Stkamzb  Qukin  of  thk  Nxthxbland8,  ) 
Straitb  of  Banga,  Deo.  18.  1866.      f 

T1i«  VoyAge  to  Sin^pore — Oar  Fellow  Passengers — 011a  Podrida  of 
Katioiudities— Pilgrims  to  Mecca — ^Arab  Women — ^Arrival  at  Minto— 
Off  Singapore— Dutch  Diplomacy  in  Japan — Commerce  with  that 
Empire^— The  Hollanders  Catching  the  Bird  while  other  Nations  are 
Beating  the  Bush — The  American  Treaty  with  Japan  so  much  Waste 
Paper — Hie  Japanese  Mail  System — ^A  Political  Discussion  at  a  Dutch 
Dinner  Table — The  Dutch  Kayy  in  the  Indian  Archipelago,  <fcc,  dec 

Pbompt  to  her  time  the  steamer  left  Bataria  at  8  A.  M.  yes- 
terday, and  works  admirably,  pushing  ns  along  at  the  rate  of 
nine  and  ten  knots.  She  is  a  BataWan  built  boat,  serenteen 
years  old,  made  of  teak  and  very  roughly  finished.  The  cabin 
accommodations  are  very  poor,  but  the  table  makes  up  for  all 
deficiencies  ;  and  with  our  tea  and  coffee  at  6,  our  breakfast  at 
12,  dinner  at  5,  and  refreshments  in  the  evening,  all  of  good 
quality,  well  cooked,  we  have  no  complaints  to  make.  Schnapps 
and  liquors  are  always  on  a  side  table — a  most  attractive  part 
of  the  boat  to  the  Dutch  passengers,  among  whom  are  some  of 
the  most  agreeable  gentleman  I  ever  met.  There  was  a  large 
sugar  planter,  I  forget  his  name — and  Mr.  Loudon,  who  takes 
charge  of  the  tin  mines  at  Billitou,  Island  of  Banca,  leased  for 
forty  years  to  Prince  Henry,  brother  of  the  King  of  Holland, 
and  Captain  Fabius,  commander  of  the  Dutch  steamer  Gedeb| 
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just  aniyed  from  Nangasaki,  who  is  en  rouU  for  HollaDd  with 
the  uew  Dutch  treaty  just  executed  bj  the  Emperor  of  Japan 
and  the  Dutch  Commissioner,  from  whom  I  have  obtained  much 
valuable  information. 

We  have  also  on  board  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Victoria — a 
pleasant  jquiet  man,  who  wishes  to  have  sla?erj  abolished  in  the 
United  States  ;  hopes  that  Cuba  will  never  be  a  part  of  that 
extensive  country,  and  beats  me  shockingly  at  chess.  Captain 
Prince,  our  commander,  has  been  some  sixteen  years  in  the 
waters,  and  I  find  him  a  most  intelligent  man.  While  doing 
the  honors  of  the  table,  he  conversed  with  the  Belgian  Consul 
in  French,  the  Bishop  in  English,  spoke  Dutch  to  his  country- 
men,  and  ordered  the  servants  in  Malay.  Our  steamer  is  crowd- 
ed with  all  kinds  of  men,  manners  and  customs.  A  party  of 
Arab  merchants  have  attracted  the  most  attention.  They  are 
very  wealthy,  and  paid  $600  for  a  small  portion  of  the  cabin. 
Although  cabin  passengers  they  keep  aloof  from  Europeans,  all 
huddling  round  their  trunks  and  merchandise,  on  which  they 
sleep,  eat,  and  pray,  under  an  awning  on  deck,  disdaining  to  mix 
with  the  infidels  at  our  end  of  the  boat.  These  singular  costum- 
ed men — of  white  robe,  huge  turban,  sandal  footed,  mustached 
and  whiskered  sons  of  Mahomet — are  bound  on  a  pflgrimage 
to  Mecca,  and  at  certain  hours  they  go  off  and  wash  them- 
selves and  then  come  back  to  pray.  It  Is  an  nnnsual  spectacle. 
All  arranged  in  a  row,  with  the  chief  one  step  advanced  in 
front,  they  mutter  their  prayers  kneeling,  standing,  sitting,  now 
touching  their  foreheads  to  the  deck,  now  kissing  the  hand  of 
the  chief,  now  gesticulating  in  the  most  unintelligible  manner  ; 
again  bowing  their  swarthy  forms,  again  rising ;  now  turning 
their  faces  upward  and  then  changing  their  position,  always 
bending — like  the  forest  trees  under  the  westerly  winds  in  the 


North  of  Englaud—^to wards  tlie  East,  or,  as  they  sapposed 
tovards  Meci^n,  and,  finully,  kissiiiji  each  otbcr'a  hands  at  the 
beniKlictioD.  All  this  ceremony  is  being  performed  amoDg  all 
the  diflerent  tribes  who  ackuowledge  Shcm  as  thtir  paternal 
ftDcestor,  for  it  was — 

"  Shem'a  prond  children  reared  the  A»jrion  piles, 
Whili'  Ham't  were  svattered  tUruugb  tlm  Saiidwich  Istea." 

We  baTe  on  board  a  lot  of  Malay  coavicts,  several  Chinese 
merchantB,  some  shipwrecked  English  sailors,  a  company  of 
natire  soldiers  who  j)roudly  wear  the  uniform,  and  ninny  of  the 
ulaiiders,  all  speaking  and  muttering  their  ^everi'-l  Inugnages. 
So  wondter  the  Tower  of  Babel  was  rather  suddenly  impeded 
in  ita  progress  by  the  change  in  the  workmen's  style  of  coutrer- 
Bation.  Rattling  lieans  in  a  tui  tube,  shaking  shot  on  a  paste- 
board, or  talking  with  aboat  four  men  at  one  time  that  stammer, 
will  give  yoa  an  idea  of  the  sound. 

Our  Malay  crew  of  seventy  are  under  the  serang,  who  works 
them  with  his  boatswain's  whistle.  I  pity  the  captain  who,  not 
naderstaoding  the  langnage  without  a  serang,  takes  a  Malay 
erew.  When  giving  some  important  order  to  the  men  aloft,  in 
tAe  midst  of  a  violent  squall,  the  irritability  of  the  captain 
reaches  its  height  to  see  them  all  pouriug  down  the  Bhrouds  to 
ask  him  what  he  said  I 

I  coald  not  get  a  sight  of  the  Arab  women.  They  came  on 
board  closely  veiled,  and  were  immediately  locked  u[i  in  their 
rtatc  rooms.  The  Arab  children  are  beautifully  formed,  with 
their  large  black  eyes  and  regular  features,  the  rings  made  of 
brass  ftboat  their  feet,  and  the  little  covering  for  the  chest, 
vhich  etope  jost  where  the  native  covering  usually  commences  1 

We  arrived  at  Minto  (named  I  suppose  after  the  British 
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QoTernor  General)  at  night,  and  earlj  in  the  momiiig  steamed 
for  Rhio,  and  then  we  have  no  more  stopping  places  til\  we  ar- 
riTe  at  Singapore.  Banca  is  noticeable  only  for  its  tin  mines  ; 
abont  4,000  tons  are  annually  shipped  from  Minto,  and  if 
modem  macbinerj  was  introduced  large  quantities  could  be  pro- 
cured. The  ore  is  found  near  the  surface,  and  is  said  to  be  the 
finest  known.  There  are  only  twenty-fiye  European  residents. 
The  mines  are  worked  by  Chinese  coolies,  who  are  brought 
down  for  sale,  a  damnable  species  of  slave  trade  peculiar  to 
these  nations  I  The  straits  of  Banca  are  about  one  hundred 
miles  long,  and  in  one  place  only  seven  wide,  which  gives  us  a 
fine  view  of  the  long  coast  of  Sumatra.  In  some  places  the 
land  is  very  low,  and  you  cannot  even  find  Horsburg's  tree  ; 
and  then  you  have  a  volcanic  range  of  mountain  scenery,  with 
foliage  from  base  to  summit  a  beautiful  g^een.  Remember  your 
excursion  from  Kingston  to  Montreal,  and  you  will  find  a  faint 
resemblance  of  the  scenery,  for  even  here  we  have  our  thoosand 
Islands. 


Off  SofOAFOBi^  Deo.  14. 
Our  paosage  against  wind  and  tide,  part  of  the  way,  has  been 
a  quick  one,  for  we  shall  anchor  at  six  o'clock  to-night ;  leaving 
Batavia  at  eight  o'clock  on  the  11th,  arrived  at  Minto  at  ten 
o'clock  P.  M.  the  next  day ;  left  there  at  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  and 
touched  Rhio,  (a  small  settlement  with  a  dozen  Europeans)  at 
eight  o'clock  A.  M.  on  the  14th,  and  here  we  are  at  Singapore 
in  a  passage  of  eighty-two  hours,  having  stopped  ten  on  the  way^ 
which  is  very  fair  for  a  distance  of  five  hundred  miles.  I  have 
seen  little  of  note  since  leaving  Batavia,  and  do  not  think  that  I 
can  fill  up  my  page  in  a  manner  more  interesting  to  your  read- 
ers than  by  giving  you  the  latest  dates  from  Japan.     Captain 
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Fabins  left  Nangasaki  on  the  15th  alt.,  where  he  has  been  for 
about  four  months  waiting  to  bring  negotiations  to  a  close.  Of 
coarse  the  King  of  Holland  most  see  the  paper  before  the  rest  of 
the  world,  bat  from  what  I  can  gather,  the  Batch  have  added 
another  important  link  to  their  chain.  Holland's  policy  has 
always  been  diplomacy  instead  of  cannon,  and  from  their  first  foot- 
hold in  the  trade  in  1611,  obtained  throngh  their  assistance  in 
driying  oat  the  Jesuitical  Portagaese — which  timely  aid  the  Ja- 
panese have  never  forgotten — and  no  doabt,  had  not  the  Dutch  re- 
sorted to  all  kinds  of  chicanery  at  that  early  period  in  trying  to 
overreach  the  natives  of  Niphon,  they  woald  not  have  had  to  debase 
and  lower  themselves  in  snch  a  disgraceful  manner  as  is  vividly  de- 
scribed by  their  own  writers.  Baron  Yan  Imhoff  and  Yalantyn, 
in  their  endeavors  to  continue  a  commerce  which  early  writers 
have  told  us  amounted,  during  a  period  of  sixty  years  to  1671, 
to  between  two  and  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  the  profits 
of  which  must  have  been  enormous.  This  may  well  be  called 
their  golden  age.  Bribery  and  corruption  on  the  part  of  the 
Dutch  £eu^ry,  erected  at  Nangasaki,  in  1641,  no  doubt,  caused 
the  sadden  change  of  policy  of  the  Emperor,  for  first  stopping 
the  silver,  he  afterwards  shut  up  the  gold  mines,  and  then  the 
Datch  were  gradually  reduced  every  few  years  to  a  most  restrict- 
ed intercourse,  and  had  to  submit  to  insults  which  a  Christian 
nation  should  have  resented.  From  gold  to  silver,  from  silver 
to  copper,  their  trade  at  this  time,  1750  was  their  age  of  bronze. 
No  doubt  the  loss  of  tiie  Island  of  Formosa,  in  1661  also  les- 
sened the  respect  which  the  Japanese  so  long  heM  for  the  Dutch. 
The  Chinese  also  were  cut  down  from  eighty  junks  to  twenty. 
This  nation  used  to  get  two-thirds  of  the  trade,  leaving  one-third. 
for  the  Dutch.  The  English,  who  tried  to  open  a  commerce 
from  1616  to  1623,  and  agt'n  from  1673  to  1682,  could  accom- 
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plisli  nothing,  and  the  East  India  Company's  select  committee 
reported,  in  1792,  that  the  result  of  one  small  venture  showed 
a  loss  of  $150,000.  Having  squeezed  the  Dutch  down  to  a 
mere  peddling  trade,  the  commerce  varied  little  during  the  lat- 
ter half  of  the  past  century,  and  it  is  most  interesting  to  look 
over  the  account  sales  of  the  inward  and  outward  annual  cargo 
at  the  company's  records  at  Batavia.  In  1804-5  an  invoice, 
amounting  to  $212,000,  from  Java,  consisting  of  sugar,  rice,  tin, 
sapan  wood,  nutmegs,  spices,  pig  lead  and  prints  and  cloths, 
after  adding  all  expenses,  outfit,  Ac,  cost,  laid  down  at  Nan- 
gasaki,  $380,000,  the  loss  on  which  was  perfectly  ruinous,  the 
entire  outward  cargo  only  netting  $92,000.  But  it  was  the 
return  cargo  of  copper  and  camphor  which  changed  the  result  of 
the  voyage ;  this  realized  $886,000,  giving  the  company  a  clear 
profit  of  over  half  a  million  of  dollars.  In  1806,  however,  the 
Dutch  ship  did  not  do  so  well ;  the  cargo  costing  $394,000, 
produced  only  $569,000,  thus  netting  but  $176,000.  But  even 
this  average  the  English  did  not  keep  up,  when  the  Dutch  pos- 
sessions in  the  East  fell  into  their  hands  from  the  French  by 
treaty,  for  the  accounts  of  their  voyage  in  1813,  made  up  with 
the  same  assorted  produce  ot  Java,  which  cost  them  laid  down, 
$298,000,  and  sold  at  a  loss  of  60  per  cent,  and  on  the  proceeds 
of  which  the  return  cargo  of 

Japan  copper,  lbs.    -        -        -        -     902,452        $223,727 
Camphor,  lbs.  ....       60,437  45,785 

Pitch,  lbs.  ....         1^208  600 


Total $670,112 

They  only  had  a  balance  in  their  favor  of  $44,000.  And  I 
think  this  latter  venture  up  to  the  present  time,  under  the 
Dutch,  has  not  been  more  than  double  ;  at  any  rate,  I  don't 
believe  they  have  lately  realized  $200,000  a  year  from  the 
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trade,  to  get  which  they  have  submitted  to  indignities  onworthj 
of  60  commercial  and  intelligent  a  people. 

A  redaction  in  their  copper  importation  from  30,000  picnls, 
in  the  seventeenth  centarj,  to  6,000  now,  will  show  the  falling 
off  in  Dutch  commerce  in  Japan.  From  eight  or  ten  ships  in 
1650 — they  have  now  been  reduced  to  two— up  to  the  time  of 
Nov.  16,  1855,  when  a  new  treaty  was  made,  the  bearer  of 
which  will  leave  for  Holland  by  the  overland  mail  which  takes 
this  letter.  You  shall  have,  however,  all  I  have  been  able  to 
gather  r^arding  the  stay  of  the  Gedeh  war  steamship  at  Nan- 
gasaki  from  the  conversation  of  Captain  Fabius.  Last  year 
this  gentleman  carried  out,  as  a  present  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan, 
a  steamship  of  170  horse  power,  and  left  in  her  a  crew  of  twen- 
ty-two men,  as  sailors,  engineers  and  mechanics,  to  learn  the 
Japanese  how  to  manage  her.  These  men  are  to  remain  in 
Japan  two  years  under  the  pay  of  the  Government  of  Holland. 
This  is  the  way  the  Dutch  put  in  their  wedge.  From  the  first 
it  has  been  their  habit  to  send  the  Emperor  and  chief  officials 
elegant  presents  ;  and  every  year  they  carry  a  large  assortment 
of  scientific  books  on  all  practical  subjects,  printed  in  the  Dutch 
language,  and  presented  to  the  government.  Dutch  teachers 
are  instructing,  under  Japanese  pay,  several  schools  in  Japan, 
and  Japanese  teachers  are  also  teaching  Dutch  scholars  at 
Nangasakl  Thus  the  Dutch,  in  every  possible  manner,  have 
been  quietly  working  the  oracle,  and,  in  my  mind,  they  have  so 
managed  their  cards  as  to  catch  the  bird  while  Commodore 
Perry,  Admiral  Stirling,  and  the  Russian  commander  have  all 
been  beating  the  bush.  The  treaties  of  the  United  States  in 
1853,  England  m  October,  1854,  and  Russia,  about  the  same 
time,  in  my  opinion,  amount  to  just  so  much  waste  paper  ;  and 
I  doD^t  know  which  government  will  first  acknowledge  the  sell. 
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I  have  just  read  the  correspondence  of  Reed  &  Co.,  in  the  San 
Francisco  Herald^  of  Sept.  19,  who  fitted  ont  from  San  Fran- 
cisco a  schooner  for  Simoda,  and  who  had  returned  to  Cali- 
fornia disgusted  with  the  Japanese  for  not  allowing  a  landing 
at  Hakodadi.  They  ought  to  have  known  that  the  treaty  did 
not  allow  them  to  trade.  The  three  nations  are  all  on  the  same 
footing,  being  simply  permitted  to  put  into  Nangasaki  and 
Simoda  (Commodore  Perry  preferred  Hakodadi,)  for  water, 
fuel  and  provisions.  So  far  as  provisions  are  concerned,  that 
clause  will  prove  abortive,  for  the  Japanese  refuse  to  sell  you 
bullocks,  because  they  are  beasts  of  burden  for  ploughing  the 
soil ;  sheep  cannot  be  purchased,  as  their  wool  and  skin  is  re- 
quired f(Hr  clothing  ;  and  hens  and  other  domestic  fowls  are  not 
to  be  had,  as  they  furnish  eggs  for  the  food  of  man  ;  nor  cows, 
as  their  milk  is  much  sought  after.  Thus  these  people,  either 
because  it  interferes  with  their  religion,  or  on  account  of  some 
local  requirement  or  superstition,  fiimish  an  excuse  for  most  of 
the  necessaries  of  life.  In  diplomacy  I'd  put  the  Japanese 
against  the  world.  Commodore  Perry  got  what  he  asked  for, 
and  left  for  the  United  States  with  all  the  tdcU  of  a  benefactor 
of  commerce.  Out  of  sight,  out  of  mind.  It  seems  the  clauses 
of  the  treaty  in  the  Saxon  and  in  the  Island  tongue  are  somewhat 
differently  interpreted.  ''  Temporary  "  residence  at  Hakodadi 
and  Simoda,  means,  in  Japanese,  ten  minutes,  or  ten  days,  as 
may  suit  the  Emperor  ;  and  ''  citizens,"  in  his  language,  does 
not  mean  women  I  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  Commander 
Rogers,  of  our  navy,  no  matter  how  ably  he  may  write  to  the 
Governor  of  the  port,  to  make  him  understand  that  supplies 
mean  the  necessities  of  man,  or  that  Commodore  Periy  made 
any  arrangements  whatever  for  trading.  I  understand  that  a 
Mr.  Townsend  Harris  is  expected  in  the  mail  steaoiw  doe  to- 
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morrow,  and  that  he  has  been  empowered  and  appointed  Am- 
bassador to  Siam,  and  Consnl  General  at  Japan.  Of  the  former 
place  I  will  speak  hereafter  ;  bat  of  the  latter  appomtment  I 
think  it  will  do  aboat  as  much  good  and  prove  aboat  as  essential 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  as  blowing  np  a  feather  in 
the  air  for  the  purpose  of  catching  it  on  your  nose.  What  can 
he  do  1  Who  is  he  to  see,  and  where  will  he  go  7  and  where, 
oh  !  where,  I  ask,  is  he  to  stop,  and  at  what  hotel  1  Even  the 
Dutch  Commissioner,  who  resides  at  Decima  is  only  allowed  to 
Tisit  Jeddo  <mce  in  foor  years,  and  then,  as  Sir  John  Davis  went 
to  Pekin,  he  is  obliged  to  go  in  a  dose  chair,  and  see  nothing 
of  this  hermit  style  of  people.  Will  Mr.  Harris  go  by  a  steam- 
ship to  Jeddo  7  If  so,  the  chances  are  he  will  be  requested  to 
negotiate  by  the  way  of  Hakodadi  or  Shnoda,  and  Simoda,  yon 
are  aware,  after  throwing  the  Russian  frigate  Dwina  in  the  air 
two  or  three  times — the  water  rising  with  a  terrific  swell  thirty 
feet,  says  Captain  Fabios— has  been  almost  entirely  destroyed 
as  a  seaport 

The  journey  inland  by  the  Dutch  Commissioners'  road,  in  a 
sedan  chair,  will  take  about  sixty  days,  although  the  regular 
mafl  goes  through  from  Nangasaki  in  fifteen  days.  This  mail  is 
carried  in  a  small  mail  bag,  by  a  runner,  who,  with  bell  in  hand 
to  notify  the  next  courier,  measures  off  his  one  mile,  throws  the 
bag  on  the  man  who  is  waiting,  and  off  the  new  postman  shoots, 
with  a  long  stride  and  fleet  foot,  to  the  next,  and  so  on  to  the 
next,  and  in  this  way  the  Japanese  mail  is  passed  from  one  run- 
ner to  another  along  the  government  road  till  the  letters  are 
delivered  at  the  imperial  office  of  his  high  and  mighty  majesty, 
the  Enqieror. 

Important  government  express  demands  a  wider  step  and 
qakket  qpaed,  and  goes  through  in  eleven  days.    Mr.  Silas  £. 
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Burroughs  must  have  been  disgusted  with  his  adveDttire  in  the 
Lady  Pierce.  I  have  seen  no  account  of  it — haying  been  shot 
up  so  long  in  Australia — but  I  have  been  told  that  after  they 
had  drank  up  all  his  champagne,  and  returned  to  him  with  many 
thanks  for  his  generosity  the  gold  dollars  which  he  had  present- 
ed to  the  several  officials,  they  intimated  to  him,  in  a  very  pleas- 
ant quiet  way,  peculiar  to  this  singular  nation,  that  unless  he 
had  some  important  business  to  detain  him  in  Japan,  that  they 
should  not  make  the  least  objection  to  his  evacuating  the  prem- 
ises at  his  earliest  possible  convenience. 

The  ratification  of  the  English  treaty  has  just  gone  to  Eng^ 
land,  and  Admiral  Stirling  has  immortalized  himself  in  taking 
the  Russian  officers  shipwrecked  in  the  Dwina  oat  of  a  neutral 
merchantman,  and  in  putting  the  final  seal  to  such  a  milk  and 
water  paper,  like  that  signed  by  Ck)mmodore  Perry,  while  the 
Russian  fleet  slipped  by  him  in  the  fog  from  Petropolowski  to 
the  Amoor,  and  from  the  Amoor  into  the  air — ^for  nobody  has 
yet  been  able  to  discover  where  they  have  gone  to.  He  had 
better  resign.  I  was  much  amused  to  day  at  the  dinner  table 
to  hear  Captain  Fabius — who  so  quietly  and  ably  managed  the 
business  for  his  King,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Idr.  Stuart,  Post 
Captain  in  the  extensive  fleet  of  twelve  men  of  war,  (who,  after 
laying  a  month  at  Nangasaki  for  the  sealing  of  the  all  important 
document,  are  heading  towards  India  and  home) — discuss  the 
question  of  Japan.  England  and  Holland  got  quite  warm  in 
the  discussion,  and  England  warmly  intimated  that  had  he  had 
charge  of  the  affair  he  would  have  blown  Nangasaki  and  the 
Dutch  ports  into  the  air  before  he  would  submit  to  such  indig- 
nities as  to  which  the  Japanese  wished  to  subject  the  war  fleet 
Our  treaty,  said  he,  is  all  gammon,  and  I  would  not  give  a 
banana  for  yours.    Holland,  however,  replied  why  so — has  not 
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the  Admiral  received  all  he  asked  for  ?  If  joa  want  mj  segar 
box  and  I  give  it  to  yon,  are  yon  to  knock  me  down  for  not 
pi-esentlDg  you  with  my  hat  ? — Very  good,  said  England,  you 
hare  me  there,  and  my  epaulettes  prevent  a  reply — for  the 
tongue  must  be  silent  when  State  questions  are  discussed  in 
which  you  do  not  happen  to  be  the  principal — but  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  time  had  passed  for  any  nation  to  act  the  oyster, 
and  live  a  miser's  life  in  this  enlightened  age  ;  and  more  espe- 
cially as  the  people  are  desirous  of  trading  and  opening  their 
ports,  while  the  iron  rule  of  the  government  forbids  them  to 
express  an  opinion  lest  some  spy  (for  espionage  in  Japan  is  even 
superior  to  that  of  France  or  Russia)  report  the  expression,  and 
then  follows  that  remarkable  execution  where  the  culprit  with 
his  own  handy  at  the  command  of  the  official,  rips  open  his 
bowels  and  dies  by  his  own  action. 

*'  Yoa  must  remember,"  said  Captain  Fabius,  ''  that  the  en- 
tire control  of  the  nation  is  at  the  will  of  the  Emperor,  and  that 
he  monopolizes  all  the  commerce  of  the  country.  He  is  the 
head  manager  and  principal  merchant  in  the  Island  for  ail  mer- 
cantile affairs,  and  that  every  one  of  his  subjects  must  give  him 
so  much  wheat  every  crop  for  the  State  granary,  which  is  put 
aside  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  short  crop,  when  it  is  all 
distributed  to  the  people,  and  that  the  religion  and  customs  of 
centuries  cannot  be  easily  thrown  aside.  The  Japanese  inter- 
fere with  no  one.  You  make  laws  in  England  ;  and  what  is 
more,  you  enforce  them.  So  do  we  in  Holland,  and  so  do  the  , 
Japanese  ;  and  when  they  give  you  all  that  you  have  asked  for, 
you  say  you  will  break  their  laws,  and  bombard  their  cities, 
and  destroy  their  coastwise  trade — for  what  ?  Because  they 
are  what  you  suppose  to  be  weak  ;  you  are  strong.  They  have 
boundless  wealth  in  the  hidden  vaults  of  their  treasury,  and  you 
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are  powerful  enoagh  to  make  them  disgorge.  The  old  storj  of 
Alexander  the  Great  and  the  gentleman  who  puts  his  hand  in 
your  pocket." 

As  I  before  remarked,  from  the  conversations  of  the  mer- 
chants here,  and  the  naval  gentleman  above  named,  who  sat 
opposite  to  me,  the  Japanese  ports  will  not  be  opened  to  Eng- 
land and  America  for  many  years,  unless  by  invasion,  or  some 
sadden  torn  in  the  policy  of  a  country  that  has  managed  to  find 
resources  within  itself  to  cater  to  its  wants  for  over  two  cento- 
ries. 

Hnmboldt  somewhere  has  said  that  when  the  oceans  em- 
braced at  the  Darien  Isthmus,  the  &ct  of  its  bringing  the  celes- 
tial productions  some  two  thousand  leagues  nearer  the  civilized 
world,  might  bring  about  a  change,  for  he  considered  this  little 
neck  of  land  which  obliges  ships  to  go  round  the  Horn  as  the 
bulwark  that  prevents  the  independence  of  China  and  Japan. 

The  Panama  Railroad  has  united  the  oceans,  and  the  old 
man  eloquent,  as  nature's  nobleman,  is  on  his  way  to  his  long 
home,  but  Japan  is  still  a  sealed  book  to  the  commerce  of  the 
world.  Captain  Fabius  takes  home  samples  of  hemp  and  wheat, 
but  they  cost  high.  Even  though  a  trade  is  commenced  by  in- 
troducing many  things,  as  in  China,  from  the  Western  nations, 
not  before  used,  what  are  we  to  get  in  return  ?  for  in  several 
mstances  it  has  been  difficult  even  to  find  sufficient  copper  to  com- 
plete the  annual  cargoes  of  the  Dutch.  They  have  camphor 
and  Japan  ware,  and  bijouterie  ;  raw  silk,  ambergris,  rice  and 
timber,  wheat  and  hemp  ;  but  all  these  articles  are  too  high  for 
profitable  investment.  What,  then,  are  they  to  pay  us  with, 
unless  we  once  more  manage  to  unlock  their  precious  metals  ? 

In  a  former  letter  I  intimated  that  if  possible  I  would  get  a 
statement  of  the  strength  of  the  Dutch  navy  in  the  Indian  At- 
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chipelago  ;  and,  through  the  courtesy  of  Captain  Fabins,  whose 
pleasant  manners  and  good  common  sense  make  hun  most  at- 
tractive,  I  am  able  to  jot  down  the  following  : — 

Steamships  Amsterdam,  8  guns,  for  Japan  when  Captain  Fa- 
bios  gets  back  ;  Gedeh,  8  ;  Etna,  6 ;  Yesuvius,  6 ;  Samarang, 
10  ;  Celebes,  4  ;  Borneo,  4  ;  Surinam,  6  ;  Onrust,  2  ;  Admi- 
ral King's  bark,  2  ;  Batavia,  4 — and  seTeral  schooners. 

Under  canvass.  Prince  Frederick,  44  guns,  (frigate) ;  Palem 
Bang,  44  do.;  Boreas,  28  ;  Yan  Speyk,  28 ;  De  Pliades,  12  ; 
De  Hague,  18. 

Also,  daily  expected,  Prince  Alexander,  44  guns ;  Fregat 
de  Buiter,  60  ;  Medusa,  22  ;  Monteado,  12  ;  Scudora,  4  ; 
Phenix,  6 — all  manned  by  3,800  sailors. 


X 


CHAPTER   VI. 

London  Hotel,  Sikgaposb,  Dee.  20, 1855. 
A  Singapore  Hotel — ^Its  Inconyeniences  and  Horrors — ^Imporianee  of 
Singapore  as  a  Commercial  RendezTous — The  Opium  Privilege — 
Scenery  of  the  Island — Environs  of  the  City — ^Ilie  Population,  Native 
and  Foreign — ^The  Chinese  Millionaire,  Wampoa — ^Trade  of  Singapore 
— ^The  Malay  Pirales — American  Commerce  in  the  Indian  Archipelago 
— Siam  and  its  Exclusiveness — Efforta  to  Open  its  Trade — ^Horrors  of 
the  Coolie  Traffic,  <kc,  <kc. 

The  mail  steamer  from  Europe  for  China  has  just  been  tele- 
graphed ;  and,  as  I  am  boand  to  the  celestial  regions  by  this 
boat,  and,  as  she  stops  but  a  few  hours  to  drop  the  mail,  my 
glance  at  Singapore,  I  fear,  will  have  to  be  postponed  till  time 
and  observation  will  allow  me  to  do  it  justice.  However,  I 
will  write  on  till  the  bell  rings,  and  crowd  as  much  together  as 
space  will  admit.  After  luxuriating  in  the  fairy  grotto  scenery 
of  Java,  and  grown  fat  on  the  good  living  and  courteous  treat- 
ment one  may  receive  there,  (notwithstanding  Holland  acts  the 
miser  and  dog  in  the  manger  in  her  commerce,)  the  traveler 
(not  an  Englishman)  who  looks  at  Singapore  as  he  lands  in  a 
fog,  with  a  dozen  Eling  boatmen,  as  savage  in  appearance  as 
fancy  can  picture,  taking  tiway  your  baggage,  and  talkii^  and 
gesticulating  like  maniacs,  an  unintelligible  jargon — while  you 
jump  into  a  gurry,  with  a  stout  runt  of  a  horse,  and  see  the 
syce  (driver)  rush  ofif  at  a  long,  wolf-like  trot,  holding  his  gal- 
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loping  animal  by  a  small  rope,  instead  of  moanting  a  coachman's 
seat,  like  a  cirilized  being — when  yon  get  fairly  settled  down  in 
that  huge  pile  of  ogly  looking  buildings,  covering  a  good  sized 
farm,  and  known  as  the  London  Hotel,  and  kept  in  a  manner 
that  would  disgrace  a  landlord  in  the  backwoods  of  Kansas, 
where  yomr  food  looks  uninviting,  and  is  brought  to  you  at  the 
long,  well  ventilated  and  fu/ncak  cooling  dining  hall,  by  Asiatics 
and  Islanders  who  always  seem  to  me  to  have  their  hands  upon 
their  half-clad  body,  when  you  want  a  piece  of  bread,  some 
Malay  carry,  or  a  pineapple  ;  and  when,  perhaps,  your  sensitive- 
ness makes  you  dainty — where  your  boots  and  books  get  mil- 
dewed, and  your  brown  leather  trunk  resembles  the  skin  of  a 
Maltese  cat,  it  has  become  so  mouldy — where  your  cocoa  nut 
oil  lamp,  manufactured  out  of  a  tumbler  of  water,  on  the  surface 
of  which  a  little  piece  of  pith  kept  floating  on  the  oil,  by  means 
of  bits  of  cork,  answers  for  wicking/  burns  dimly,  and  you  can- 
not get  a  candle — where  the  bowling  alley  and  billiard  room  are 
surrounded  by  the  sons  of  the  sun,  and  the  natives,  who  laugh 
at  costume — where  the  labyrinth  of  passages,  show  cases  and 
rooms,  require  a  man  to  have  a  compass,  if  he  does  not  wish  to 
lose  his  reckoning,  and  get  out  of  his  proper  track — I  say, 
when  yon  think  of  your  comforts  and  enjoyments  at  the  Java 
Hotel,  in  Batavia,  and  then  experience  the  annoyance  and  con- 
fosion  at  the  London,  you  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in 
some  things  Java  and  Singapore  are  widely  different.  The 
Adelphi  is  no  better,  and  I  believe  is  now  turned  into  a  boarding 
house;  and  I  cannot  see  what  it  was  young  Marryat  noticed  that 
was  worth  recommending  when  he  published,  a  few  years  since, 
that  very  stupid  book,  "Borneo  and  the  Indian  Archipelago,'' 
the  plates  in  which  are  its  only  redeeming  characters. 
Bat  eooo^  of  this — for  why  lose  my  temper  on  what  I  cannot 
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remedy,  unless  it  is  to  recommeud  some  enterprising  American 
to  come  out  and  establish  a  hotel  worthy  of  so  fine  a  city  as  Sin- 
gapore. There  is  money  in  the  trial,  depend  npon  it,  for  this  is 
the  grand  central  station  of  the  entire  commerce  of  the  East — 
the  half-way  house  between  Calcutta  and  China,  and  the  ren- 
dezvous of  all  the  Dutch  bound  home — for  I  donbt  modi 
whether  they  get  on  a  mail  line  direct  from  Holland  to  Java  for 
many  years. 

Sir  Stamford  Raffles  showed  his  good  judgment  and  good 
sense  when  he  so  energetically,  and  on  his  own  responsibility, 
established  the  colony  in  1819,  (which  the  British  Oovemment 
would  not  acknowledge  for  some  three  years,  on  account  of  the 
remonstrances  of  the  Dutch,  who  saw  a  powerful  rival  in  com- 
merce springing  up  near  their  own  door,  as  a  sentinel  of  England 
to  watch  the  movements  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,)  in 
making  Siugai)ore  a  free  port ;  for  here  you  have  free  trade  in 
reaUty  ;  no  taxes  on  shipping,  no  pilotage,  no  import  and  ex- 
port tariff,  nothing  but  a  trifling  charge  as  light  dues.  I  was 
at  a  loss  to  see  where  the  revenue  came  from  ;  but  when  I  re- 
member that  the  celebrated  opium  farmer  pays  $15,000  a  month, 
or  $180,000  a  year,  for  the  privil^e  of  retailing  this  intoxicat- 
ing drug  to  the  natives,  we  see  whence  a  part  of  it  is  derived. 
This  privilege  is  sold  annually,  at  auction,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
but  Joon  Tick  for  many  years  has  overbid  his  competitors  ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  enormous  government  tax,  he  has  made  an 
immense  fortune  out  of  it,  so  extensively  is  opium  used  by  all 
the  natives  who  can  get  a  few  cents  to  purchase  it  He  also 
pays  some  $5,000  per  year  for  selling  spirits,  which  gives  him 
the  monopoly  of  both  these  articles. 

The  government  also  get  some  $10,000  per  annum  quit  rent^ 
OS  it  is  called,  and  derive  something  from  the  plantera.    Tlie 
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island,  about  sixty  miles  in  circnmference,  possesses  a  large  ter- 
ritory capable  of  cnltiyation  ;  and  Singapore  is  well  placed  to 
command  a  splendid  coasting  and  foreign  trade.  Oar  view  from 
the  verandah  of  the  Hotel,  or  from  the  Government  Honse, 
perched  opon  the  mountain  in  the  rear  of  the  town,  is  most  pic- 
turesque. From  the  latter,  more  especially,  you  have  the  horse 
shoe  resembling  harbor,  where  the  ships  of  all  nations  and  every 
flag,  from  the  symmetrical  model  of  McKay  to  that  combina- 
tion of  the  ark,  the  Mississippi  flat,  the  old  fashioned  cotton  tnb, 
and  the  Yenetian  barge — a  Chinese  junk,  which  Captain  Kelly 
showed  the  now  traveling  citizens  of  New  York  for  the  first 
time  ;  and  occasioned  that  shrewd  remark  of  the  Widow  Par- 
tington, "  That  more  money  would  be  made  by  taking  over  all 
China  at  once  than  bringing  it  in  'Junks.' "  You  also  have  the 
city  and  the  distant  mountain  range,  and  cultivated  hills  and 
plains — ^the  one  interspersed  with  irregular  buildings — winding 
rivers  made  into  canals  that  run  alongside  the  go-downs  to  re- 
ceive the  produce  into  the  flat  boats,  while  the  other  is  green 
with  natmeg  and  spice  trees,  and  the  richest  beauties  of  the 
tropics. 

The  rides  about  the  city  arc  most  delightful,  and  the  bamboo 
and  rattan  fence  fill  the  eye  with  beauty.  My  excursion  to 
Captain  Marshall's  beautiful  residence — near  the  magnificent 
buildings  erected  by  the  steam  company,  which  he  has  so  long 
been  connected  with — and  the  inspection  of  the  grounds  over 
which  fly  the  flag  of  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company,  will 
sot  hastily  be  forgotten.  Our  syces  drove  us  directly  through 
and  about  the  several  streets  of  the  town,  across  the  several 
bridges,  around  the  esplanade,  where  the  native  band  entertain 
the  ^Ute  eTcrj  Saturday  afternoon  with  martial  music  ;  by  the 
several  go-downs,  over  to  the  Chinese  burial  ground,  so  singular- 
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\j  dififereDt  from  other  nations,  where  the  shape  of  the  graves 
resembled  the  Saxon  letter  U,  or  the  Omega  ^,  of  the  Qreek 
alphabet — ^passed  the  Malay  washing  groond,  where  these  dark 
beggars  tear  yonr  clothes  to  pieces,  onder  the  plea  of  getting 
them  cleansed — we  are  arrived  at  the  steam  wharf,  which  five 
years  ago  was  a  marsh,  bnt  is  now  covered  with  the  most  capa- 
cious accommodations  which  this  company  possesses  this  side  of 
England.  The  coal  sheds  have  at  present  abont  20,000  tons 
ready  for  nse,  and  the  store  houses,  the  machine  shop,  the  sail 
loft,  the  cooking  rooms,  the  several  piers  and  the  large  amount 
of  ground  do  not  appear  to  have  cost  so  little  as  $80,000. 
These  extensive  buildings  were  needed  before  the  Company  gave 
up  the  Australian  contract — but  there  is  no  necessity  for  such 
an  expensive  establishment  for  the  monthly  mail  to  China — and 
it  is  a  question  of  doubt  if  they  ever  get  another  chance  at 
Australia. 

There  are  bnt  few  mercantile  houses  in  the  place,  and  those — 
some  twenty-five  or  thirty  in  all — have  been  established  for 
many  years,  and  most  of  which  are  doing  an  extensive  business. 
But,  for  a  wonder,  I  find  no  American  commission  house  managed 
by  Americans  I  Messrs.  Bonsted  &  Co.,  have  a  large  Ameri- 
can trade,  and  manage  their  business  well  An  outsider,  how- 
ever, would  find  it,  for  a  while,  up-hill  work  in  estaUishing  a 
house  where  all  the  old  firms  would  find  it  for  their  interest  to 
work  against  him. 

I  believe  that  the  European  population  will  not  exceed  three 
hundred  in  all,  but  there  are  quite  a  number  of  half-and-half, 
whose  color  plainly  shows  the  offspring  of  the  native  mother  and 
the  European  father.  At  Malacca,  the  Portuguese  and  Dutch 
have  married  and  intermarried  so  long  that  the  European  blood 
in  that  district  is  so  d^^nerated  as  almost  to  be  entirely  lost. 


A  CHIHBSB   MILUONARE.  11 


I  presome  the  Datire  population  will  amoont  to  about  80,000, 
more  than  half  of  which  are  Chiaameu,  while  all  Eastern  nations 
have  supplied  the  balance.    Bhudists,  Jayanese,  Arabs  and 
Caffires,  Parsees,  Bengalese  and  Malays,  Klings  and  natives  of 
Madras,  all  mixed  up  together — all  pursuing  their  own  business 
—all  dressed  according  to  the  customs  of  their  country.    I  be-  i 
lieve  that  serenteen  ancient  languages  and  ten  modern  tongues  \ 
may  be  daily  heard  in  the  swarming  streets  of  Singapore,  to  say  I 
nothing  of  innumerable  dialects  branching  oat  of  the  whole.        I 

Dr.  Yvan,  a  French  physician,  who  has  just  published  a 
rambling,  uninstructiye  work  on  his  "Travels  among  the 
Malays,"  says  the  Chinese  portion  of  the  town  is  noticed  by  its 
"  strong  appearance."  I  think  he  should  have  said  by  its  strong 
smell,  for  certainly  the  odor  is  most  ofifensive  to  those  not  accus- 
tomed to  it.  Many  of  the  Chinese  merchants  are  immensely 
wealthy.  Wampoa  is  the  millionaure  of  the  place,  and  has  a 
most  el^^t  residence  out  of  town.  With  him  'tis  the  old  story 
—came  into  the  place  a  beggar,  and  has  walked  steadily  up  the 
ladder  of  wealth  till  his  riches  make  him  noted.  The  Malays 
bring  in  their  produce  and  sell  to  the  Chinamen,  and  the  China- 
men sells  to  the  merchants,  who  fills  the  orders  which  the  mail 
has  brought  him — a  continual  sale  and  barter  ;  no  brokers  can 
be  employed.  The  prahus  of  all  the  islands  round  about  are 
pouring  in  at  aU  seasons,  but  the  Chinese  traders  come  annually 
about  Christmas  time,  and  then  such  an  excitement  I  The 
[auks  are  surrounded  by  hundreds  of  boats,  all  anxious  to  trade 
md  meet  their  friends  ;  but  the  new  comers  decline  to  sell  or 
talk  business,  till,  with  a  praiseworthy  trait  of  character,  ob- 
served for  ages,  they  have  visited  and  repaired  the  graves  of 
their  ancestors,  and  spent  a  few  hours  at  the  Joss  house  in 
[*raycr.    Singapore,  Penang  and  Malacca  are  the  dependen- 
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cies  over  which  QoTernor  Blandel  (who  last  year  sacceeded 
GoTernor  Butterworth,  who  was  eleven  years  in  office,)  presides. 
He,howeyer,  takes  his  orders  from  the  Gk)Temor-Oeneral  of  In- 
dia, and  the  East  India  Ck)mpan7,  who,  I  am  told,  are  tired  of 
these  possessions,  as  they  are  only  an  expense,  and  woold  gladly 
have  the  British  Government  take  them  off  their  hands. 

Ten  years  after  the  settlement,  the  export  and  import  trade 
amounted  to  $22,000,000  ;  bat  seven  years  later,  (in  1836)  it 
fell  off  to  $14,000,000.  Now,  it  is  some  $50,000,000,  bat  the 
State  statistics  are  two  years  in  the  background,  and  I  can't  be 
positive. 

For  along  time  in  early  years,  the  Americans  had  tne  cream 
of  the  native  trade  among  the  several  islands.  When  pirates 
infested  the  coast,  and  shot  oat  from  every  point  upon  the 
onsospicions  vessel,  no  nation  was  safe.  It  mast  be  now  some 
thirty  years  since  the  Friendship,  of  Salem,  was  taken  by  the 
robbers,  and  even  as  late  as  1840  they  got  the  Eclipse.  The 
American  men-of-war  sent  oat  at  that  time  to  blow  the  towns 
about  the  heads  of  the  robbers  may  have  done  some  good,  be- 
cause the  British  were  so  apathetic  in  those  days.  Bat^  as  a 
general  thing,  little  can  be  done  by  destroying  the  poor  fisher- 
men, when  the  princes  and  rajahs,  and  their  wealthy  friends  in- 
directly are  the  real  pirates,  who  fly  into  the  monntains  the 
moment  they  are  visited  by  a  salute.  How  long  is  it  since  a 
Rajah  on  the  Sumatra  coast  took  a  fiiney  to  the  wife  of  an 
English  captain,  who  foolishly  took  her  ashore,  and  carried  her 
away  to  his  Harem,  and  refused  to  give  her  up,  bat  notified  the 
war  ship  and  her  husband  that  the  first  shot  fired  apoQ  the  vil- 
lage, would  be  the  signal  to  put  the  kris  through  the  body  oi 
his  wife.    He  kept  his  word.    The  viUage  was  destroyed,  bat 
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the  first  shot  fired  drew  the  life  from  the  heart  of  his  wife. 
Bomantic  and  tme. 

Spanish  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  enterprising  merchants  of 
Salem^ — ^who  entrusted  their  Tentores  to  their  still  more  long- 
headed Captains,  whose  natural  habits  of  obseryation  and  tact 
for  so  long  a  time,  has  been  the  means  of  giving  America  so 
large  a  portion  of  this  trade — these  shipmasters  are  perfectly 
familiar  with  their  business,  know  foreign  markets,  understand 
suf^ly  and  demand,  and  the  art  of  treating  with  the  natives, 
and  carry  in  their  head  the  whole  history  of  these  islands,  and 
the  ports  where  you  can  exchange,  or  buy  or  sell 

Most  of  the  American  business  in  the  Indian  Islands  is  done 
with  "  documentary  bills,"  under  letters  of  credit  from  Brown, 
Shipley  &  Go.  and  Baring  Brothers  &  Co.  The  captain  or 
agent  draws  at  six  months'  sight  as  soon  as  his  cargo  has  been 
collected,  packed  up,  stowed  on  board,  and  bills  of  lading  signed, 
and  then  the  drafts  go  forward,  the  acceptors  secured  by  bill 
of  lading,  on  the  back  of  which  the  invoices  are  endorsed.  As 
the  mail  going  through  to  England  is  some  two  months,  the 
owners  of  the  cargo  have  the  benefit  of  an  eight  months'  credit, 
Of  four  months  leeway,  after  the  arrival  of  the  property,  on  an 
avenge  passage  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  days — thus  giving 
them  ample  time  to  dispose  of  it  and  realize  to  meet  the  bills. 
The  shrewd  financier,  in  this  way — provided  he  possesses  the 
credit  to  get  a  fiEur  start — can  do  any  amount  of  business,  and 
make  or  lose  a  fortune  by  bold  speculations,  under  good  or 
bad  judgment. 

The  caigo  ci  one  of  these  voyages  comprise,  when  the 
articles  can  be  had,  all  the  products  of  the  East.  The  produo- 
tions  most  adapted  to  the  American  trade  let  me  briefly  enu- 
merate, with  such  comments  as  strike  me  : — 


t4  THE   INDIAN    ARCHIPELAGO. 


X 


Coffee. — Bags  of  70  to  80  ponnds  net,  garbled  and  picked 
over.  Bags  should  be  clean  and  strong,  and  care  most  be 
taken  about  sweating.  The  coffee,  when  collecting,  is  placed  in 
the-go-downs  to  dry.  Teas  that  come  down  from  China  at 
Christmas,  should  be  free  from  dust,  and  clean  leaf,  and  does 
well  often  when  neatly  put  up  in  papers.  Wild  cinnnamon, 
thin  quill,  well  cleared  from  the  extra  bark,  in  bales  of  100  lbs., 
covered  neatly  with  gunny  bags — such  packages  are  better  than 
boxes.  Dragon's  blood  sometimes  goes,  but  is  not  mnch  used 
with  us.  Buffalo  horns,  and  buffalo  and  cow  hides  are  frequently 
shipped — the  former,  however,  are  going  out  of  sale — as  gntta 
percha  and  India  rubber  are  now  extensively  used  for  combs. 
Heavy  horns  are  the  best,  but  in  any  case  these  things  are  too 
bulky,  except  for  dunnage ;  sometimes  the  loss  in  weight  is  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent.  The  latter  article  must  be  bought 
low  to  pay.  The  light  horn  is  most  liked.  Cassia,  natm^s 
and  cloves  are  usually  ordered.  Nutmegs  should  be  well  as- 
sorted and  carefully  picked  over,  as  is  the  case  with  coffee,  these 
sometimes  loose  three  per  cent  in  weight.  Zanzibar  can  beat 
these  islands  in  the  price  and  supply  of  cloves.  Pepper,  in  strong 
bags  of  good  quality.  Pearl  sago  and  flour  sago,  the  latter 
used  for  sizing.  Cubebs,  gum  benjamin,  gum  danmar,  tomeric 
and  stick  lacks,  are  also  among  the  drugs  and  dyestnifii — bat 
will  not  pay  from  here  at  present  prices.  I  saw  yesterday  the 
way  they  pack  up  gambier,  another  article  largely  in  demand 
for  printing  and  tanning  purposes  with  us.  Instead  of  the  old 
fasliioned  way  of  mats,  where  there  was  much  waste,  it  is  now 
passed  tlirough  a  liydraulic  press,  which  screws  twenty  hondred 
weight  within  the  compass  of  forty  cubic  foot.  It  is  packed  in 
gunny  bags  of  about  a  pieul  each. 

Cutch  also  goes  forward  in  limited  quantities  for  coloring  and 
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piintiDg  purposes,  and  India  rubber  has  paid  well,  but  it  should 
be  well  selected  and  clean.  South  America,  however,  comes  in 
competition.  Tortoise  shell  would  do  if  the  West  Indies  don't 
feed  the  market ;  it  is  sometimes  re-shipped.  Tin  is  produced 
in  quantity,  and  has  sold  well  for  years  ;  but  Holland  is  always 
ready  to  supply  us  when  our  prices  are  very  high.  Gambouge 
is  in  limited  demand  in  the  American  trade,  and  cochineal  must 
be  very  cheap  to  compete  with  Mexico  or  Honduras.  Rattans 
and  deer  skins,  sugar  and  rice  are  among  other  articles ;  but  the 
latter  can  be  beat  in  Carolina.  I  believe  I  have  run  through 
most  of  the  staples  or  productions  which  are  sold  in  the  Singa- 
pore and  Penang  market  for  the  American  trade.  The  Ameri- 
can bunness  is  all  in  the  hands  of  a  few — mostly  Eastern  men — 
but  a  few  ships  come  out  on  New  Tork  account. 

Singapore  must  eventually  be  the  greatest  commercial  empo- 
rium of  the  East — for  the  products  of  all  its  neighbors  are  pour- 
ed into  its  lap  ;  and  here  ships,  as  at  Anjer,  after  passing  round 
both  capes,  continually  meet.  When  we  note  the  present  com- 
merce of  the  port,  we  can  hardly  realise  that  about  the  close 
of  President  Monroe's  administration,  Singapore  was  only  the 
resort  of  a  few  Malay  fisherman. 

One  word  on  Siam,  ere  the  mail  bag  closes,  but  more  of  Sin- 
gapore hereafter. 

Like  Japan,  Siam  has  locked  her  outer  door  from  the  first,  and 
in  diplomacy  I  should  think  them  brothers.  They  have  many 
things  we  want,  and  we  have  something  for  them  to  buy  in 
return ;  bat  thus  far,  with  the  exception  of  their  connection  with 
the  East  India  Company,  what  has  been  done  ?  Even  the  com- 
pany treaties  have  been  a  burlesque.  But  now  it  is  said  Sir  John 
Dowring,  in  the  twelve  article  treaty  which  he  negotia  ted  during 
the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  has  done  the  handsome  thing 
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for  England.  Perhaps  he  has  ;  but  when  I  remember  Mr  Roberts' 
celebrated  negotiation  for  the  United  States,  (I  think  in  1833, 
which  was  the  means  of  completely  shatting  the  trade,  for  no 
American  ship  has  ever  loaded  there  since,)  was  a  total  failure. 
I  am  not  inclined  to  believe  that  the  British  governor  will  come 
out  any  better. 

Balestier,  as  American  Envoy,  tried  to  bring  them  over  in 
1850,  but  was  defeated  ;  and  Sir  J.  Brook  did  no  better  for 
Eiighiud  when  he  was  sent  out  a  few  months  later.  The  British 
treaty  just  made  will  go  into  effect  in  April  forthcoming — which 
is  the  1,218th  year  of  the  Siamese  era — and  we  shall  then  see 
how  it  works.  I  should  like  to  go  up  with  the  new  ambassador, 
Mr.  Harris,  to  see  what  he  can  do  with  the  old  rajahs  for  the 
United  States,  but  as  ho  has  not  arrived,  as  expected,  bj  this 
boat,  I  must  give  it  up. 

J.  R.  Logan,  in  his  elaborate  journal  on  these  coontrics  com- 
piled from  authorities,  I  believe,  says  something  about  it,  bat 
EarFs  work  gives  little  information. 

The  Westward  Ho,  Boston  clipper,  has  just  passed  Anjer  with 
800  CooUcs  from  Swatow  to  Callao,  and  others  have  and  are 
continually  passing  with  their  living  freights.  The  days  of  the 
African  slave  trade  are  with  the  past,  save  what  the  Brazilian, 
and  Cuban  traders  may  be  engaged  in,  but  the  traffic  in  human 
life  is  not  wholly  abolished  when  we  see  English  coal  ships,  Pe- 
ruvian convict  hulks,  and  American  clippers,  all  heading  towards 
the  west  coast  of  South  America,  every  square  foot  of  space  occu- 
pied by  a  poor  devil  of  a  Chinaman,  who  thinks,  when  he  receives 
a  dollar  in  hand,  to  be  spent  in  clothing,  and  makes  a  contract 
to  work  five  years  at  $8  per  month — by  paying  $50  for  a  passage, 
with  all  the  rice  they  want  guarantied— that  he  is  leaving  purgt 
atory  for  paradise.    But  when  his  owner  puts  him  to  work  on  the 
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guano  deposits,  under  the  burning  sun  of  the  Chinchas,  he  will 
find  out  how  sadly  he  has  been  deceived.  Read  that  horrible 
iffeoT  of  the  WaTerlj,  Boston  ship,  at  Manilla — which  yon  got 
by  the  last  mail.  It  makes  me  shudder  to  think  of  it,  and 
chills  my  yery  blood  when  fancy  pictures  the  blackened,  swollen 
forms  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  human  beings,  the  one  piled  on 
the  other ;  worse  even  than  the  frozen  soldiers  of  Napoleon  on 
the  Niemcn  and  at  Smolensk!/  or  the  startling  horrors  of  the 
Blackhole  of  Calcutta. 

Our  minister  to  China,  Dr.  Parker,  and  his  attache,  are  fellow 
passengers  with  me  to  Hong  Kong.  I  wonder  if  he  will  be  more 
fortunate  than  his  illustrious  predecessors  ? 


CHAPTER   VII. 

London  Hotel,  Singapobe,  Dec  21,  1865. 

More  About  the  Coolie  Trade — Numbers  of  American  Yeesels  Engaged 
in  it — Statistical  History  of  the  Commerce  cf  Singapore— Colonial 
Budget  for  l8o3-64 — ^The  Press  of  the  Island — Commercial  Notes, 
<Src.,  (fee 

I  HAVE  just  mailed  four  packages  of  Herald  correspodence, 
but  could  not  pay  the  postage  in  Singapore  ;  since  which  an 
American  captain  has  just  arrived  here,  with  passengers  from 
Swatow.  The  Otranto  of  San  Francisco,  left  that  port  on  the 
12th  instant,  having  made  a  fine  run  down,  with  a  favorable 
monsoon,  in  eight  days.  He  was  chartered  to  bring  down  sugar 
and  two  hundred  and  forty  Chinamen  (not  Coolies,)  and  Capt. 
Hays  has  given  me  a  glance  at  this  most  unchristian  trade,  and 
I  can  but  be  surprised,  in  these  modern  tunes,  to  notice  the  extent 
of  a  traffic  worse  than  the  slave  trade,  because  those  engaged  in 
it  give  it  another  name.  American  clippers  are  daily  leaving. 
The  Westward  Ho,  Hussy,  and  Bald  Eagle,  Capt.  Treadwell,  of 
Boston,  with  about  TOO  each,  have  left ;  the  former  to  Callao, 
the  latter  to  Havana.  The  Australia  and  Bona  Ventura, (Chat- 
ham), with  400  each,  have  gone  to  Havana ;  and  the  Amelia,  of 
Boston,  has  sailed  with  600  for  Callao,  while  the  War  Hawk,  a 
2,000  ton  clipper,  with  900,  was  loading  for  the  same  port ;  and 
the  Winged  Racer,  of  Boston,  Capt.  Gorham,  was  about  to  sail 
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with  700  for  Hayana  ;  and  several  more  ships  were  on  the  way 
under  charter.  This  will  show  yon  the  extent  of  this  modern 
freighting  business.  Messrs.  Tait  &  Co.  of  Swatow,  and  a  young 
American  by  the  name  of  Bradley,  who  is  connected  with  that 
house,  are  very  active  in  getting  off  the  ships,  under  Canton  and 
Hong  Kong  instructions — the  Peruvian  Consul  managing  a  por- 
tion of  the  contract  papers.  The  British  Government  forbid  that 
traffic  from  a  consular  port — but  Swatow  is  out  of  their  jurisdic- 
tion. This  port  offers  a  good  anchorage  inside  the  island  to  ship- 
ping, and  is  situate  on  the  river  Han.  Captain  Hays  says  the 
examination  of  the  passengers  on  board  the  junks  that  take  them 
off  to  the  ship  is  too  revolting  for  description — all  men  over 
thirty-five  years  old,  or  after  they  have  been  stripped  stark 
naked  show  the  least  sign  of  disease  upon  their  persons  are  re- 
jected, and  these  poor  creatures,  brought  a  long  way  from  the 
interior  by  "crimps''  of  their  own  nation — who  get  $10  for 
bringing  down  all  of  what  they  term  healthy  cattle — are  turned 
ashore  to  perish  of  starvation  or  die  a  lingering  death  by  expo- 
sure. Great  numbers,  says  Captain  Hays,  are  seen  along  tiie 
beach  in  this  horrible  state.  Perhaps,  he  added,  they  are  far 
better  off  than  those  poor  wretches  who  have  been  led  to  sup- 
pose they  are  bound  to  the  golden  regions  of  Califomia  or  Aus- 
tralia, or  some  pleasant  island  in  the  China  or  Indian  seas. 
The  moment  they  are  passed  and  get  on  board  the  ship,  they 
have  the  sulks  and  want  to  go  back  ;  but  no,  they  had  crossed 
the  Rubicon,  and  must  remain  in  the  iron  bondage  of  Cuba  or 
South  America.  Captain  Gorham,  of  the  Winged  Racer,  was 
very  much  alarmed  at  the  mutinous  state  of  his  cargo,  and 
flogged  some  sixty  passengers  one  morning.  When  mutiny  is 
among  them,  the  Captain  credits  only  the  interpreter,  or  the 
one  who  makes  the  fact  known.    This  man,  therefore,  has  the 
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power  to  so  misrepresent  the  feeling  on  board  as  to  occaaoa 
strict  and  harsh  measures,  agidnst  which  they  rise.  Hie  most 
danger  arises  before  they  pass  the  land  ;  afterwards,  the  boimd- 
less  look  of  ocean  and  their  respect  for  navigation,  under  kind 
treatment,  will  usually  keep  them  in  their  place.  Bat  since  the 
affair  of  the  Wayerlj,  and  one  or  two  other  matinous  ships,  the 
American  shipmaster  can  but  enter  upon  his  voyage  with  the 
liveliest  sense  of  danger. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Woods,  the  enterprising  editor 
of  the  Straits  Titnes,  I  am  able  to  add  a  statistical  page  to  my 
Singapore  correspondence,  which  your  East  Indian  Mercantile 
readers  will  find  interesting,  as  it  contains  the  entire  conmiercial 
transactions  of  the  colony  from  its  foundation  ;  also,  a  statement 
bearing  on  the  currency  question.  You  are  aware  that  the 
East  India  Company  are  desirous  of  introducing  the  rupee  and 
fraction  of  a  rupee,  instead  of  the  dollar  and  fraction  of  a  dollar. 
This  movement  meets  with  the  warmest  opposition  of  the  me^ 
chants  of  Singapore,  and  the  statistics  which  I  now  add  were 
compiled  by  order  of  the  public  meeting  held  at  the  Singapore 
news-room  on  the  11th  of  August  last  past ; — 

BTATEMZXT  OF  THE  OR068  VALUE  OF  THE    IMPOBTS  AKD  BXFOBTS>  AT  SHraA 
PORE  AT  STATED  INTERTALB  DURDfO  THE  LAST  THIRTT-OlfB  OmCIAL  TBAIft. 

Years,  ImporU.  Exports  Ortmd  totoL 

1826-26 £1,407,466  1,202,976  2,610,440 

1880-81 2,000,878  1,948,406  8,948,784 

1886-86 1,664,089  1,662,864  8,216,968 

1840-41 8,178,648  2,678,881  6,861»924 

1846-46 2,896,227  2,866,872  6,262,099 

1860-61 8,086,687  2,661,700  6,687,287 

1864-66 8,976,280  8,409,984  7,386,214 

AMounr  or  the  tbade  bet^'een  snfQAPO&E  amd  oouxtrxeb  wheee  the 

DOLLAR  AND  THE  RUPEE  ARE    REBPELTIVELT   CURRENT. 

Th«  dollar  is  ourrent  in  the  following,  tie  : — Borneo,  Celebes,  Chint, 
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CochinrChiiia,  J*Ta,  Rhio,  and  islands  to  the  southward,  Eongpoot, 
Malay  Peninsula,  Manilla,  Siam,  Sumatra* 

The  rupee  is  current  in  the  following,  viz.: — Kicobars,  Pegu,  Rangoon, 
Arraean,  Calcutta,  and  coasts  of  Coromandel  and  Malabar. 

The  trade  between  Singapore  and  dollar  countries,  during  the  last 
three  years  was  as  follows : — 

1861-62  1862-63  1868-64 

Imports,    ....     $6,838,640  7,468,876  9,649,060 

Exports,    ....      7,677,688  8,036,382  11,074,622 

Total        -  $14,616,228  16,496,267  20,728,682 

With  the  rupee  countries,  during  the  same  period,  it  has  been  thus : 

1861-62  1862-63  1863-^4 

Imports $3,396,626  3,640,992  4,927,382 

Exports,     ....       1,991,623  1,961,016  2,297,216 

Total  ....    $6,387,148  6,48?  008  7,224,597 

The  treasure  imports  and  exports,  during  the  same  period  has  been 
as  follows : 

From  the  dollar  countries, 

1861-62  1852-63  1858-54 

Imports, $1,449,197  1,293,268  1,712,862 

Exports,    , 1,811,698  3,857,622  4,628,808 

Total, $2,760,895  5,150,885  6,341,170 

From  the  rupee  oountries, 

1851-62  1852-68  1858-54 

Imports, $32,485  16,558  883,092 

Exporto 982,871  1,047,819  789,407 

Total, $1,015,356  1,064,377  1,672,499 

The  foregoing  table  was  drawn  up  to  show  the  amount  of  trade  car- 
ried on  between  countries  where  the  dollar  and  rupee  were  respectively 
current  and  the  port  of  Singapore,  in  order  that  those  interested  in  the 
question  might  see  at  a  glance  the  preponderance  of  the  dollar,  as  a 
coin,  over  the  rupee,  in  the  dealings  with  the  natires  frequenting  i 
emporium,  and  to  prove  the  injudicious  policy  of  interfering  with 
currency  at  present  established. 
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The  excess  of  trade  represented  by  the  dollar  oountriM  as  eompared 
with  the  mpee  provinces  are  as  follows: — 

1851-^2,    .     .     , ft9,l29,080 

l85a-68, 10.008^9 

1853-^, 18,499,086 

The  transactions  in  treasure  are  also  in  laTor  of  the  dollar,  and  show 
a  surplus,  as  follows : — 

1851^2 .    .    .     • $1,745,689 

1852-53, 4,086,508 

1853-54, 4,888.871 

I  also  enclosed  tables  prepared  by  the  same  aathority,  ^ving 
fractional  parts  of  a  rupee,  and  of  the  new  copper  enrrencj  at 
the  legal  rate  fiiced  by  the  Company,  which  contains  too  many 
figures  for  copying. 

The  budget  of  the  fiscal  year  lS53-'4  shows  £i*lfi9*l  in- 
come, and  an  expenditure  of  i^5,242,  which  gires  a  large  per 
centage  deficit.  I  certainly  cannot  see  why  the  Bengal  goT- 
emment,  for  such  a  trifling  amount,  should  wish  to  exchange 
the  currency  of  a  colony  that  for  thirty-six  years  has  worthed 
admirably,  and  has  become  so  familiarized  to  the  225,000  per- 
sons, comprising  the  native  population  of  the  provinces,  the 
head  of  which,  under  the  East  India  Company,  is  Mr.  Blondel, 
the  Governor. 

You  may  wish  a  note  of  the  newspaper  press ;  let  me  write 
off  the  notes  which  I  have  made  : — * 

*  The  Singapore  Free  Preti. — ^Editor,  Abraham  Logan.  Established 
1833.     Weekly.     Subscription,  $16  per  annmn. 

Singapore  Straitn  TitMt. — Weekly.  Subscription,  $18  per  annum. 
Editor,  Robert  Carr  Woods,  who  established  it  in  1846,  and  still  owns 
and  conducta  it  Has  one  of  Adams*  (of  Boston)  power  presses,  also  one 
of  Orcutt's.     One  of  Hoe*s  power  presses  on  its  way. 

The  Strait*  THmes  Expreu  for  Australia  is  got  up  at  the  T%me9  pi 
Price,  one  shilling  per  copy. 
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From  the  returns  made  to  the  Department  of  State  in  Jana- 
arj  and  Aagost  of  the  present  year,  I  hare  taken  a  few  memo- 
randa, by  permission  of  Charles  William  Bradley,  the  American 
Gonsol  at  Singapore,  whose  habits  of  study  and  literary  pursuits 
are  known  to  those  who  yisit  this  part  of  the  world.  I  may 
mention  that  the  young  gentleman  mentioned  in  the  former  por- 
tion of  my  letter  as  being  engaged  with  others  in  despatching 
Coolie  ships  from  Swatow,  is  a  son  of  the  Consul ;  but  so  op- 
posed is  our  representatiye  to  this  abominable  traffic  he  has  re- 
fused to  correspond  with  him  for  over  a  year. 

Hie  StraitM  Ghiardian, — ^Editor,  A.  Simonidea.  Weekly.  Subeorip- 
tion,  $12  per  annum. 

Hie  i^M  Pre$M  and  Guardian  are  printed  with  common  hand  presses. 

The  StraiU  l\me$  press  establishment  comprise  letter  press,  copper- 
plate, and  lithographic  work ;  bookbinding  in  all  its  branches ;  and  has 
a  rery  eztensiye  job  printing  bosiness. 

The  workmen  consist  of  Hindoos,  Portaguese,  Chinese,  Malays,  Jaran- 
ese  and  Klings  (natives  of  the  Coromandel  coast)  and  it  is  most  remark- 
able to  see  how  well  they  do  their  work,  in  a  language  they  do  not 
understand. 

Hie  Singapore  News  Room,  as  it  is  called,  is  the  newspaper  file  room 
of  the  editor  of  tlie  Strait*  Timet,  The  room  is  a  large  one,  60  feet  by 
40,  and  contains  120  files  of  papers  from  all  parts  of  the  globe,  most  of 
them  exchanges,  where  I  luxuriated  on  a  complete  file  of  the  New  York 
Herald.  The  room  is  well  supplied  with  prices  current,  maps,  <&c.,  an^ 
is  in  the  centre  of  the  conunercial  part  of  the  town.  Officers  of  ships 
of  war,  conmianders  of  merchant  vessels  and  strangers  (passengers)  free 
of  charge,  who  arrive  by  the  many  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  con- 
stantly passing  through  the  harbor.  Here  will  be  found  files  of  the 
Indian,  China  and  Australian  journals ;  also,  the  New  York  Shipping 
IamI  and  Price  Cfurreni,  Mun^$  Merchanfa  Magazine,  which,  by  the 
way,  may  be  found  in  the  commercral  library  of  all  nations,  and  several 
San  Francisco  papers. 
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HoNO  EoNO,  Deo.,  81,  1855. 
Departure  from  Singapore — Steaming  in  the  Chinae  Seaa — ^Heaanres 
of  Trayeling  with  an  Opimn  Cargo— Distingruished  Paaaengera-— a  Man 
Overboard — ^Appearance  of  Hong  Kong — ^Volcanic  Aapeot  of  the  Isl- 
and— ^Its  Political  EUstory — Impolicy  of  the  Measures  Adopted  in  San 
Francisco  towards  Chinese  Emigrants — ^Ilie  Lions  of  Hong  Kong,  &c. 

• 

My  lost  batch  of  letters  was  mailed  at  Singapore,  giving 
notes  on  that  island  of  the  English,  Slam,  Java  and  Japan,  and 
now  I  propose  to  take  yon  with  me  to  and  about  Hong  Kong. 

The  Madras  steamed  out  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2l8t  of  De- 
cember, giving  us  a  fine  view  of  the  picturesque  harbor  of  Sing- 
apore, completely  locked  in  by  beautiful  highlands,  covered  with 
ludian  foliage  ;  and  in  ten  days  time  we  brought  our  boat  to  her 
anchorage  in  the  land  locked  harbor  of  Hong  Kong.  If  our  pas- 
sage up  is  a  fair  specimen,  these  head  monsoons  are  not  half 
as  formidable  as  I  have  always  supposed — any  one  who  has  en- 
countered the  fierce  northwesters  in  the  North  Atlantic,  in  a 
packet  ship  laden  with  iron  below  and  passengers  between  decks, 
in  mid-winter,  will  not  be  apt  to  complain  of  the  head  winds  of 
the  China  seas — barring,  of  course,  that  much  dreaded  monster, 
a  typhoon,  whose  acquaintance  I  hope  I  shall  not  form  while 
cruising  in  these  waters.  I  believe  the  passage  has  been  made 
at  this  season  of  the  year  in  seven  days.     I  was  disquieted  to 
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find  that  the  ageot  at  Bombay  had  filled  seyeral  of  the  cabin 
6Ute-rooms  with  opium,  which  accoonted  for  the  passengers  all 
being  haddled  together  three  or  four  in  a  state-room.  My 
room  I  shared  with  two  others,  and  the  rest  were  no  better  off. 
Bat  what  is  the  use  of  complaining  ?  This  company  will  do  as 
they  please,  so  long  as  they  hold  the  monopoly.  Fifteen  dollars 
a  chest  for  opium  counts  up  when  yon  can  get  a  fall  manifest. 

By  the  by,  the  Hong  Kong  paper  in  anonncing  the  arrival  of 
oar  Steamer,  satirically  observes — among  the  Passengers  were 
the  Lord  Bishop  of  Victoria  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Parker — also 
Twenty-five  hondred  chests,  of  opium. 

I  would  not  have  said  a  word  about  the  room  had  it  not  been 
for  the  nekening  smell  of  the  drug.    Go  where  you  would  yon 
coald  not  escsape  its  stupefying  influence,  down  below  or  on  deck, 
in  your  state-room  or  at  the  dinner  table,  the  continual  nauseat- 
ing smell  of  opium  gave  you  the  headache  and  the  blues,  to  say 
nothing  of  keeping  your  eyes  half  closed  when  you  did  not  care 
to  sleep.     Every  boat,  from  the  first,  has  brought  more  or  less, 
ind  baring  the  trade  mostly  in  their  own  hands  they  care  little 
whether  passengers  are  pleased  or  not.    We  must  however,  admit 
we  are  much  indebted  to  this  enterprising  company  for  connect- 
ing the  European  with  the  Indian  and  China  seas  with  such  a 
splendid  list  of  steamers.    They  have  succeeded  admirably,  and 
deserve  all  they  have  gained,  well  managed  in  every  respect  bat 
filling  op  the  cabin  with  cargo,  an  objection  which  passengers  are 
tpt  to  growl  at     Our  table  was  most  creditable,  and  the  officers 
and  crew  did  their  work  in  man-of-war  style.    Lascars  and  Ma- 
nilla men,  but  few  Europeans  are  found  in  the  steamers  on  this 
side  the  line.  These  boats  do  not  carry  bands,  as  is  the  case  with 
the  Anstraliaa  clii^)en  under  mail  contract,  but  an  Indian  drum 
iud  fife  gare  the  hoar  for  meals,  instead  of  the  booming  of  a  gong. 
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On  Saudaj  the  Bishop  of  Yictoria,  oor  fellow  passenger  had 
serTices  ou  board,  attended  by  most  of  as.  In  1841  he  published 
a  work  on  China,  which  was  well  prepared  for  the  mission  de- 
partment, and  from  what  I  have  read  it  is  a  work  of  merit. 

Save  the  falling  OTerboard  of  one  of  our  Indian  crew,  oor  pas- 
sage was  Yoid  of  incident ;  bat  sach  an  occorenoe  joa  willreadDj 
suppose  occasioned  much  excitement.  I  heard  a  splash  in  the 
water — a  most  unearthly  jell — and  the  black  head  of  the  sailor 
was  floating  some  rods  astern,  for  our  boat  was  moving  ten  knots 
through  the  water ;  to  throw  overboard  a  life  baoj,  a  settee  and 
the  log  line  reel,  was  the  work  of  an  instant,  and  then  came,  stop 
her,  and  the  lowering  of  the  ship's  boat ;  all  was  in  the  most 
perfect  order,  yet  the  screeching  of  the  Lascars  was  wfld  in  the 
extreme.  Before  the  boat  got  under  way  the  man's  head  could 
be  only  seen  with  the  spyglass,  and  men  were  stationed  in  the 
rigging  so  as  not  to  lose  sight  of  him.  After  an  hour's  delay  and 
all  on  the  alert  to  save  the  live  of  a  fellow  creature,  although 
his  nation  and  his  skin  were  not  our  own  every  one  of  us  on  the 
tiptoe  of  excitement,  the  boat  returned  to  the  ship  with  the 
welcome  news  that  life  was  still  left,  and  the  poor  fellow  jumped 
upon  the  deck  with  an  alacrity  that  spoke  of  gratitade  and  thank- 
fulness. Such  events  create  no  little  stir  and  noise  on  shipboard, 
and  are  always  journalized  as  one  of  the  changes  of  the  travder. 
Approaching  the  islands  near  Hong  Kong,  the  fishing  boats  be- 
gan to  heave  in  sight,  and  before  we  got  in  we  saw  great  num- 
ber, always  two  in  company,  with  a  drag-net  between  them.  I 
am  surprised  that  these  boats  are  not  oftener  run  down  at  sea, 
for  like  mosquitoes,  they  cannot  be  numbered. 

After  leaving  the  garden  land  of  Java,  where  all  nature  keeps 
an  everlasting  holiday,  of  never  ceasing  foliage  and  flowers,  the 
high  mountainous  scenery  of  the  islands  chills  <Mie  with  its  contin- 
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«al  aunenesB.  Hie  season  of  the  jear  may  gire  it  its  present  som- 
bre looky  bnt  certainly  the  barren  hills  and  aocoltiyated,  nninter- 
estiiig  appearance  of  the  approaches  to  Hong  Kong  do  not  by 
any  means  prq)are  the  stranger  for  the  agreeable  surprise  that 
awaits  him  as  he  passes  Green  Island  and  finds  himself  directly 
before  the  town,  made  most  interesting  by  its  strikingly  original 
and  no^el  appearence.  Resembling  a  half-circle  the  buildings 
stretch  oat  some  four  or  five  miles  on  either  ade  of  the  bay,  going 
back  from  the  water's  edge  as  far  as  the  mountains  will  admit, 
one  building  abo^e  the  other  ;  but  those  at  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tains ha?e  a  most  commanding  view  of  the  entire  bay,  co?ering 
quite  a  fleet  of  shipping,  including  at  the  present  time  several 
men-ofwar,  and  entirely  overlook  the  several  European  buildings, 
and  the  thoosand  and  more  Chinese  tenements  of  the  town,  while 
the  long  range  of  hills,  extending  far  away  on  both  sides,  though 
rock  and  sand  abound,  add  interest  to  the  picture.  The  place 
is  easily  sketched,  and  the  Chinamen  have  made  several  good 
pictures  of  it 

Some  of  the  hills  do  not  look  unlike  the  auriferous  lands  on  the 
Balaraty  and  evidently  have  more  or  less  gold  beneath  their  sur- 
hce.  Looking  out  from  the  palace  residence  of  mine  host  who 
ilthoogfa  young  in  years  ranks  among  the  leaders  of  the  China 
trade  which  stands  on  the  highest  building  land  in  the  place,  the 
bay  seems  entirely  land-locked,  and  in  going  out  and  coming  in 
the  town  springs  up  before  you  directly  behind  the  island  which 
yoo  pass^  while  the  mountains  back  of  the  house  show  up  with 
fearful  height,  although  the  highest  peak  is  but  1,825  feet. 
The  whole  appearance  of  the  country  thus  far  has  a  volcanic 
appearance,  and  if  more  foliage  was  scattered  along  its  sur- 
fece,  some  of  the  Australian  coast  scenery  strongly  would  resem- 
ble it     Hong  Kong  unmistakably  bears  the  mark  of  progress, 
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and  the  traveler  in  OTerhauling  its  history  is  surprised  to  find  that 
sixteen  years  only  ago  it  was  nothing  bat  a  miserable  fishing  vil- 
lage, where  a  few  poor  natives,  with  their  nets,  and  tiUag^  of  the 
soil,  found  scanty  sustenance.  These  seas,  on  every  side,  are  full  of 
such  islands,  most  of  which  are  studded  with  little  smoky  unin- 
viting dwellings,  many  of  which  are  the  resort  of  pirates,  who  are 
ready  to  pounce  down  on  any  unfortunate  craft  that  may  g^t  dis- 
abled near  their  a'udezvous.  The  island  was  ceded  to  the  Eng- 
lish ill  1811,  Kichan  acting  for  the  Emperor,  and  Elliot  for  the 
Queen  ;  but  through  the  wirepulling  of  Kichan-s  rival  at  the  im- 
perial court  Commissioner  Lin,  the  negotiations  were  thrown  up, 
and  Kichan  was  disgraced.  This  high  officer  was  a  man  of  great 
talent,  and  although  he  never  recovered  the  good  will  of  his  mas- 
ter and  his  cabinet,  his  abilities  were  found  of  utility,  and  he 
was  sent  to  the  capital  of  Thibet  Lhassa  where  Moorcroft,  the 
celebrated  English  traveler,  lived  for  so  many  years,  and  to 
whose  talent  and  industry  we  are  indebted  for  the  very  able 
charts  of  the  country  thereabout. 

Kitchan,  Hue  says  was  a  fine  looking  man,  abont  60  years  of 
age,  and  in  the  interviews  with  him  at  the  courts  before  he  was 
banished  from  Tartary,  he  seemed  to  feel  much  soured  abont  his 
treatment  regarding  the  treaty,  and  showed  much  interest  in 
talking  of  the  Western  nations.  Fear  of  the  white  man,  and 
recollection  of  his  past  disgrace,  no  doubt,  was  the  cause  of  his 
treatment  to  the  Catholic  missionary  who  has  given  us  such  a 
romantic  and  highly  interesting  account  of  his  return  directly 
through  the  empire.  The  war  it  will  be  remembered,  which  had 
been  smoldering  since  the  violent  proceedings  of  1834,  which  hast- 
ened Lord  Napier's  death,  broke  out  with  energy  in  1829,  when 
the  seizure  of  opium  belonged  to  British  merchants,  some  23,283 
chests,  which  Lin  destroyed  with  quick  Ume,  and  the  msolting 
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way  with  which  he  treated  the  merchants,  caused  the  great  des- 
tnictioD  of  homan  life,  the  koockiDg  down  of  all  their  coast  forts 
aod  the  finid  treaty  of  Kankin,  which  opened  np  the  Cinque  Ports, 
tod  again  gave  the  English  Hong  Kong ;  and  once  getting  a 
foot4iold,  in  spite  of  all  obstacles  of  position  and  climate,  with 
that  indomitable  perseyerance  which  characterizes  the  Anglo 
Saxon  race.  The  English  have  changed  the  Lilliputian  fishing  ' 
town  to  another  Singapore ;  for  there  are  about  the  same  number 
of  Chinamen  and  orientals  at  each  port.  The  fifteen  hundred 
poverty  stricken  men  of  1840  ha?e  grown  to  sixty  or  seventy 
thousand  ;  and  now  many  of  the  better  class  of  Chinamen  are 
beginning  to  invest  their  capital,  and  have  a  branch  establish- 
ment at  this  port,  although  Canton  is  still  the  favorite  place, 
owing  to  long  established  custom,  for  the  Chinese  merchant.  In 
1845  there  were  but  25,000,  and  ten  years  hence  I  should  not 
be  sarprised  to  find  a  population  of  250,000  Chinamen. 

The  island  is  twenty-six  miles  in  circumference,  nine  miles  long 
and  eight  broad  ;  and  Victoria,  the  colony  township,  branches 
off  to  the  right  and  left  about  three  miles  each  way  ;  and  as  the 
buildings  increase  it  must  still  continue  to  add  to  its  pretjcnt  Boo- 
merang shape,  for  there  is  no  back  ground  to  build  upon,  for  the 
mountains  overhang  the  city  in  sucli  frightful  proximity  that  one 
is  inclined  to  mistrust  Newton's  theory  of  gravitation.  The  shock 
of  an  earthquake,  excessive  heat  or  cold,  a  heavy  freshet,  or 
some  natoral  convulsion  or  other,  would  be  apt  to  occasion  a  land 
ihde  that  would  somewhat  astonish  the  residents  below,  whose 
only  chance  would  be  in  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  on  the  fall- 
ing rocks  leaping  over  their  heads  on  to  the  shipping  of  the  bay. 
Notwithstanding  my  friends  laughed  at  me  for  the  suggestion, 
in  foch  an  event  as  I  have  mentioned  I  had  just  as  live  be  any- 
where dse  jost  at  that  particular  time.    Robert  Ehnes,  who  pub- 
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lished  a  work  of  foreign  travel,  in  1853,  says  Tcry  imlj,  that 
Hong  Kong  is  no  more  China  than  Gibraltar  is  Spain,  bat,  like 
the  Enropean  rock«  is  a  sort  of  oasis  of  English  houses  and  cus- 
toms in  the  midst  of  semi-barbansm.  I  would  sooner  see  a  re- 
semblance in  Singapore,  and  call  it  the  Liverpool  of  China^  where 
ships  and  steamers  are  contiuallj  anchoring,  pladng  a  large  float- 
ing popnlation  in  the  place,  and  the  grand  centre  of  all  the  ports 
of  this  part  of  the  world,  visited  by  many  whalemen  and  men-of- 
war,  of  all  nations,  and  the  resort  of  most  ships  seeking  freights, 
and  in  still  stranger  likeness  on  accoaut  of  its  being  the  centre 
of  emigration,  and  must  so  continue — all  the  passenger  ships  to 
Australia  and  California  headed  from  this  port,  and  as  soon  as 
those  countries  remove  the  hasty  and  injudicious  tax  which  the 
astute  legislators  of  the  gold  regions  placed  upon  the  Celestials, 
— an  error  which  they  will  soon  be  taught  to  see  before  many 
months  pass  round.  Hong  Kong,  (the  island  of  fragrant  streams, 
as  the  natives  term  it  in  their  beautiful  descriptive  language, ) 
will  once  again  shoot  ahead  with  a  velocity  that  may  natu- 
rally surprise  some  of  her  Northern  neighbors. 

I  can  unagine  nothing  more  unwise,  just  at  this  particalar 
time,  when  both  England  and  America  are  desirous  of  getting 
a  firmer  foot-hold  with  this  wonderful  people,  whose  Industry 
puts  to  shame  many  of  the  Western  countries,  than  the  thought- 
less hurrying  through  of  the  restrictive,  or  rather  say  the  pro- 
hibitory bills  relating  to  the  Chinese,  which  went  into  operation 
both  in  Melbourne  and  San  Erancisco  last  year.  From  what  I 
can  observe,  the  only  way  to  make  a  favorable  impression  is  by 
simply  doing  what  we  force  them  to  do— namely,  open  our  doors 
to  their  industry  and  g^ve  them  a  chance  to  note  our  mode  of 
life  upon  our  own  soil,  as  we  do  theirs.  I  cannot  understand 
with  what  degree  of  reason  we  urge  them  to  more  liberal  com- 
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mercial  regalatioos,  when  oar  example  shows  a  dog  in  the  man- 
ger surliness  worthy  of  a  more  barbarous  age.     Under  the 
belief  that  the  law  is  anconstitational,  several  ships  are  heading 
towards  San  Francisco  to  test  the  law — and   some   ten   or 
twdTe  vessels  are  now  np  for  Adelaide,  the  passengers  of  which 
are  all  boond  overland,  and  across  the  border  to  the  gold  fields 
of  Victoria  ;  one  colony  receiving  an  extensive  trade  in  ships' 
disbursements  and  passenger  ontfits  ;  what  the  other  in  a  mo- 
ment of  short-sighted  legislation  has  lost.    The  only  way  now 
for  both  Eldorados  is  to  repeal  the  restrictive  act — open  wide 
the  door  to  the  hard  working  Chinaman,  and  pass  some  healthy 
regolations  for  their  guidance  when  they  arrive  in  great  nnm- 
berSy  which  wonld  not  only  keep  them  from  interfering  with  the 
white  man's  labor,  bnt  would  be  also  protection  for  them. 
There  are  thousands  upon  thousands  ready  to  embark,  but  hesi- 
tate on  hearing  of  the  way  in  which  their  countrymen  have  been 
treated  in  California.     Ship  after  ship  has  lately  come  in  from 
Australia,  with  those  who  have  become  suddenly  rich — for  even 
a  few  ounces  is  a  gold  mine  with  a  people  who  use  a  coin  contain- 
ing some  sixteen  hundred  pieces  to  a  dollar.    Such  an  arrival 
creates  great  excitement  in  a  Chinese  town,  and  as  it  was  with 
« in  the  inland  cities,  when  a  successful  Californian  returned — 
a  half  thousand  were  sure  to  take  his  place.    I  cannot  see  any 
htrm  io  allowing  them  full  range,  for  it  is  well  known  that  a 
few  white  men  will  keep  down  any  number  of  Chinese.    Look  at 
Java  and  Singapore,  and  even  at  Hong  Kong.     Why,  the  mer- 
dianta  here  wonld  scout  the  very  idea  of  danger  if  there  were  a 
tboaaand  times  the  population.     I  wish  you  would  take  up  the 
qotttion  with  a  few  of  your  bold  editorial  remarks,  and  deal 
vith  it  upon  its  merits.     It  is  a  most  important  subject,  and 
more  attention  than  it  has  received — and  if  the  Herald 
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will  take  it  by  the  hand  and  look  over  the  facts  m  the  case,  a 
change  will  be  bronght  round  that  will  do  more  for  the  Chinese 
and  the  shipping  world,  than  all  the  treaties  and  commissioners 
which  could  be  stowed  away  in  a  man-of-war. 

The  government  of  Hong  Kong  is  not  very  complicated,  con- 
sisting only  of  the  Governor,  Sir  John  Bowring,  the  Lieutenant 
Governor,  Chief  Justice,  and  Council  of  five.  The  Governor,  I 
believe,  is  also  head  of  the  entire  official  staff  in  China,  being 
Superintendent  of  the  British  trade  at  the  Cinque  Ports — thus 
having  full  control  over  British  subjects  and  British  ships  in 
the  China  seas.  The  present  Governor  and  Dr.  Parker  seem 
to  be  inclined  to  pull  together  in  opeuing  up,  if  possible,  a  more 
enlarged  commerce  vnth  this  conservative  people. 

The  city  has  a  most  uneven  look — one  house  above  the  other, 
and  some  of  the  streets  running  up  the  mountain  are  very  steep, 
and  make  the  Coolies  tug  and  pull  till  they  are  glad  to  pat  down 
their  chair  when  at  their  journey's  end.  Some  of  the  buildings 
are  well  made  and  elegantly  furnished,  the  merchants  living  at 
their  ease,  all  apparently  enjoying  this  world's  goods.  Many  of 
the  Canton  houses  have  lately  established  a  branch  here,  on 
account  of  the  rebellion  throwing  a  damper  over  that  province, 
and  also  to  take  their  chance  at  the  Chinese  exodus,  some  of  the 
charters  having  paid  splendidly.  The  most  prominent  buildings 
which  I  noted  were  the  Government  House,  the  Bishop's  College, 
wlierc  his  lordship  has  a  Chinese  school,  a  Chinese  chapel  and 
a  Chinese  printing  office,  and  as  I  passed  through  he  showed  me 
a  noble  little  Chinese  boy — ^his  namesake  and  godson.  Many  of 
the  children  were  most  intelligent  in  their  features,  and  when  the 
Bishop  came  into  the  room  all  rose  with  marked  respect  firom 
their  lessons. 

The  buildings  of  the  several  school  and  mission  societiefl;  the 
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ho^ital,  the  church  and  the  clab,  together  with  many  of  the 
merchants'  princely  establishments,  are  the  most  prominent  ob- 
jects as  yon  look  from  the  bay.  All  China  among  foreigners, 
are  looking  forward  to  the  races  on  the  19th,  and  the  Arab  and 
Australian  horses  are  being  trained  to  win  the  cnp.  Happy 
Valley,  I  believe,  the  Chinese  have  named  the  gronnd.  East 
PoiLt  is  a  most  beantifnl  place,  and  I  was  much  pleased  with 
the  orbanity  of  the  princely  merchants  there,  who  seem  to  be 
entirely  by  themsel?es,  all  the  other  bnildings  being  a  long  way 
this  side.  Even  Spring  Gardens  is  quite  a  walk,  but  well  re- 
pays you  for  going  down  on  that  side  of  the  bay  ;  small  patent 
slips  and  projecting  piers — some  of  stone,  others  of  bamboo  ;  a 
good  government  road  for  some  way  round  the  island  ;  well 
cleaned  streets,  two  of  which  rnn  horizontally  through  the  town. 
On  the  Western  Point  you  will  find  the  military  establishments, 
the  barracks  and  storehouses,  all  showing  comfort  and  conveni- 
ence and  military  superintendence.  Quite  a  large  population 
live  in  their  boats  in  the  bay — men,  women  and  children — an 
entire  family  crowded  together  in  a  pile  at  the  end  of  the  boat. 
These  boats  are  always  ready  to  take  you  off  from  the  ship  for 
a  litle  cash,  but  a  quarter  of  a  dollar  is  a  good  day's  work  for  a 
family  that  can  live  on  a  bowl  of  rice. 

The  club  house  is  most  creditable  to  the  place,  and  the  stranger 
not  caring  for  the  hotel  is  most  comforably  off  if  introduced  by 
any  of  his  friends  who  may  be  members.  A  good  library  and 
all  the  English  periodicals  are  on  the  tables  and  in  the  book  case ; 
and  good  chow  chow,  good  beds  and  good  attendance  can  be 
purchased  for  about  $3  per  day  ;  but  in  China  most  gentlemen 
are  immediately  taken  possession  of  by  those  who  may  be  known 
to  them,  and  then,  of  course,  you  make  their  house  your  home. 
Not  to  have  a  spare  bed  or  two  for  the  new  comer  would  be 
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considered  contrary  to  the  establiished  nsage  of  the  land.  Yoa 
cannot  bat  feel  the  greatest  possible  interest  to  witness  the  un- 
tiring industry  of  this  race  so  little  known  among  Western  nar 
tions.  Women  and  men,  and  sometimes  even  little  children,  are 
hard  at  work  making  combs,  trunks  or  shoes,  some  chopping  up 
meat,  others  arranging  their  v^etables ;  now  a  party  of  masons 
erecting  a  bamboo  stage,  and  then  a  chain  gang  grading  the 
hill  under  the  point  of  the  Hindostanee  soldier's  bayonet ;  coo- 
lies carrying  water,  an  enormous  load  ;  sedan  chairs  borne  by 
two  or  four  ;  boys  hawking  about  candies  and  sweetmeats  ;  boat- 
men and  house  servants  coming  and  going,  all  dressed  in  that 
pccular  national  blue,  wide  trowsers  and  Blucher  jacket,  and 
their  long  tail  either  wound  about  their  head  or  trailing  down 
behind.  The  streets  of  Hong  Kong  offer  a  thousand  reflections 
to  those  who  have  never  been  thrown  in  contact  with  the  Ce- 
lestial race. 


CHAPTER   IX 

Carton,  Jan.  4,  1866. 

FSnt  ImpreHioiis  of  Canton — ^The  Boatwomen  of  the  Port — Chineee  Bloo- 
mers— ISew  Year's  Calls — The  lions — The  Clubs — Chinese  Lingo— 
Political  Restraints— Commerce  of  Canton — Hie  Parsees  of  the  Fac- 
tories, Ad 

Anothsb  port  has  been  struck  off  my  visiting  list,  for  I  have 
sent  jon  mj  impressions  of  Hong  Kong,  and  for  the  last  few  days 
hare  been  roaming  aboat  this  highly  interesting  place,  the  ne  plus 
%Ura  of  my  early  ideas  of  the  East.  Leaving  Hong  Kong  in 
ODe  of  the  several  steamers  that  daUy  ply  np  and  down  the  river, 
ten  hoors  good  work  carried  as  by  the  Bogne  forts,  whose  for- 
midable front  looked  grim  death  to  the  intruder,  but  which,  not- 
withstanding, were  knocked  abont  the  goards'  heads  and  ears 
when  the  English  turned  their  shot  towards  them  ;  by  the  sev- 
eral pagodas,  reaching  high  in  air  ;  by  the  l^on  of  boats,  and 
barren  mountains  and  hills,  but  cultivated  valleys,  on  the  river's 
banks  ;  by  the  rice  fields,  the  lichee  groves  and  the  banyan  forest ; 
bj  the  Wampoa  reach,  the  shipping,  the  well  arranged  docks, 
and  the  few  foreign  houses  there ;  by  the  countless  junks  and 
lorchas,  and  vessels  of  every  possible  shape  and  rig — odd  and 
■trangely  picturesque — till  the  &ctorles  burst  upon  us  from  be- 
Und  the  gaiden  forest  trees,  where  the  English,  the  French  and 
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the  American  flags  were  floating  side  by  side  in  the  most  friendly 
and  neighborly  manner,  as  they  should  always  do. 

At  last  I  am  in  sight  of  Canton,  the  grand  capital  of  China 
trade,  where  heads  of  houses  most  do  congregate — where  money 
is  obtained  from  wealthy  Chinamen,  middle-men,  brokers,  Ac, 
who  get  it  from  bankers  in  the  interior — where  orders  are  given 
to  the  houses  and  agents  up  and  down  the  coast  where  wires  are 
pulled — secret  expeditions  fitted  out — teas  and  silks  and  imports 
are  talked  on  an  extensive  scale — where  so  many  merchants  have 
made  in  a  few  years  of  active  labor  fortunes  in  the  trade,  and 
where  hospitality  abounds  and  kind  attentions  are  showered 
upon  the  stranger.  Yes,  this  far-famed  Canton,  known  to  every 
school-boy,  and  every  young  merchant  who  ever  learned  to  talk 
ship — Canton,  the  centre  of  all  Eastern  exchange,  the  grand 
bourse  of  Chinese  Asia. 

The  cabmen  of  Albany — the  hack  drivers  of  Montreal — ^the 
kling  boatmen  of  Singapore,  must  retire  in  &vor  of  the  boatwo- 
men  that  came  near  smothering  our  boat  in  order  to  get  a  &re 
to  the  pier  ;  such  an  infernal  yelling  and  jabbering,  palling  and 
hauling,  rowing  and  sculling,  screeching  and  gesticulating,  can  be 
found  no  where  else.  Why,  it  is  enough  to  drive  one  into  a  lu- 
natic asylum.  It  ought  not  to  be  tolerated,  for  sometimes  it  is  pos- 
itively dangerous  when  the  tide  is  running  a  perfect  slolce.  Some 
of  the  women  are  very  comely,  and  in  their  peculiar  Bloomer 
costume  and  strikingly  original  style  of  head  dress,  yoa  can  but 
be  attracted.  As  in  Hong  Kong,  twenty-five  cents  is  aH  they 
expect  for  rowing  ashore  a  boat  load.  After  paying  in  some 
cases  from  $10  to  $15  in  Melbourne,  I  really  felt  adiamed  to  give 
the  girls  here  so  little ;  but  I  was  cautioned  agahut  iDtrododng 
bad  habits  by  giving  them  more.  These  poor  creatons  live  en- 
tirely upon  the  river,  and  how  I  cannot  tell,  Ibr  in  the  Tidnity 
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of  Canton  there  most  be  at  least  from  50,000  to  60,000.  A 
trpboon  or  a  fire,  I  should  thmk,  would  completel j  sweep  them 
away,  for  they  lie  huddled  together  like  so  much  firewood. 

ArriTing  on  New  Tear's  mommg  I  was  most  fortunate  ;  for, 
in  accordance  with  our  time-honored  custom,  calls  were  being 
exchanged,  and  I  was  just  in  time  to  pay  my  respects  and  wish 
the  pleasent  returns  of  the  year  to  the  eighteen  European,  En- 
glish and  American  ladies  then  in  Canton,  whose  cordial  wel- 
come is  most  pleasant  to  remember.  Beautiful  houses,  large 
lod  coDunodious,  all  joined  together,  or  only  separated  by  a  small 
alley-way  splendidly  fhrmshed,  and  none  without  engrayings  or 
pictures  ;  fancy  Chinese  ornaments,  and  specimens  of  every  kind 
of  Chinese  ingenuity  met  your  gaze,  and  every  thing  seemed  fresh 
and  new  to  me — all  different  from  the  Western  world.  The  new 
comer  delivers  his  letters,  and  calls  upon  those  whose  acquaint- 
ance he  wishes  to  make  ;  and  then,  if  properly  introduced, 
come  attentions  on  every  side.  My  home  is  delightful  and  my 
kind  entertainer  makes  me  feel  that  during  my  stay  in  Canton 
his  house  is  mine.  He  has  done  a  large  business  in  his  day  and 
I  think  him  one  of  the  most  industrious  men  I  ever  saw.  Break- 
fasting, tiffing,  dining,  excursion  parties  to  the  White  hills,  to 
the  Honan  temple,  the  Parsee  gardens,  the  curiosity  shops,  mu- 
sic in  the  evening,  or  bowls,  or  billiards,  or  books,  or  papers — 
you  may  take  your  choice  ;  but  your  time  will  soon  fly  away 
among  a  people  who  only  try  to  anticipate  your  wants  and  plea- 
sure. The  billiard  room  and  bowling  alley  are  private  clubs, 
well  managed  and  well  attended  ;  good  tools  to  work  with  and 
Chinese  markers.  At  the  reading  room  you  miy  find  books  and 
papers,  and  all  the  printed  gossip  of  the  day,  as  at  the  Hong 
Kong  Club.  You  can  soon  do  up  the  lions  of  the  place,  after 
you  have  gone  round  the  walls  of  Canton  and  run  the  risk  of 
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getting  jour  nose  piuiched  by  a  bamboo  for  your  boldiMB  in 
looking  in  the  gate.  After  joa  haTe  looked  into  the  shops  in  M 
and  new  China  streets,  walked  round  the  &ctory  garden,  where 
foreigners  are  allowed  the  entire  space  of  aboat  800  feet  in 
length  by  120  deep,  for  trees  and  plants,  a  church,  a  lodge  and 
benches,  and  paths,  for  poblic  promenade  and  nothing  more,  and 
yon  have  been  once  all  ronnd  to  see  whom  yon  may  know,  and 
in  one  weeks*  time  most  likely  yon  know  them  all,  fcv  knowing 
one  it  secnres  the  eniree  to  the  rest  After  yon  have  been  through 
the  hongs,  and  go^owns  seen  the  tea  prepared  for  shipment,  and 
the  way  it  is  got  np,  and  talked  with  some  of  the  Chinese  mer- 
chants who  insist  apon  yonr  taking  ^ith  them  a  cap  of  tea  with- 
out milk  or  sngar,  the  groonds  in  the  caps,  each  made  expressly 
for  each  person ;  after  yon  have  chin-chinned  sereral  of  these 
Hong  merchants  and  heard  them  ezponnd  commercial  affidrs ; 
after  yon  ha?e  been  over  the  Dntch  Folly,  the  pavilion  of  the  fire 
genii,  the  Lyre  pagoda  at  Whampoa ;  the  wonderful  g^ardens — 
wonderful  because  so  singular  and  novel ;  after  yoa  have  seen 
the  duck-hatcbing  up  the  river,  where  the  young  dncks  are  tra- 
ced in  all  their  stages  ;  after  yon  have  been  to  the  White  hills 
on  your  Chinese  pony,  or  carried  up  by  your  Chinese  coolie,  in 
your  Chinese  chair,  and  looked  down  apon  the  city  of  Canton, 
\i'ith  its  1 24  temples  and  halls,  pavilions  and  pagodas  ;  after 
you  have  perfectly  satisfied  your  cariosity  by  looking  at  the 
flower  boats  and  gazing  at  the  beautiful  specimen  of  Chinese 
frailty  so  fantastically  dressed  ;  after  you  have  seen  all  these, 
you  will  have  a  right  to  say  that  you  have  killed  all  the  lions  of 
Canton.  It  takes  but  a  short  time  to  run  through  the  list^  and 
when  once  seen  it  is  time  to  go  over  the  ground  a  second 
time. 
The  city  of  Canton  is  about  one  thousand  years  old,  bul  no 
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fordgners  hare  ever  had  the  eniree  to  its  enterior.  Notwith- 
BtaDding  the  treaty  provides  for  going  into  Canton,  by  diplo- 
macy and  intrigae,  the  Chinese  officials  have  managed  Lo  break 
faith,  and  keep  oat  all  outsiders.  How  much  longer  this  will 
last  remains  to  be  seen.  The  foreign  population  of  the  Hongs 
oocapy  aboat  fifteen  acres  of  land,  none  of  which  can  be  owned 
by  the  residents.  Some  of  the  Hongs  rent  for  $4,000,  and  so  on 
down  to  $1,200  per  annum.  In  1822  most  of  these  buildings 
were  destroyed  by  fire.  The  residents  are  called  factors  ;  hence 
the  name  factories.  On  every  side  of  you.  Pigeon  English — that 
horrible  jargon  of  multilated  baby  talk  which  custom  has  made 
law — meets  you.  From  boatwomen  to  shopmen — house  boy  to 
compradore — ^you  hear  nothing  else.  I  endeavored  to  get  a 
copy  of  Hamlet's  soliloquy,  which  was  translated  into  Pigeon 
English,  but  I  have  failed  to  do  it.  I  can  only  remember  its 
commencement. 

" To  be  or  not  to  be"  reads :  "  Can — no  can."  Send  for  your 
hat,and  this  would  be  the  style :  "  Go  top  side — sabe — that  hat 
— pay  my."  A  noise  is  heard  in  an  adjoining  street ;  the  cause, 
says  the  servant,  is  **  Chiney  woman  have  catchy  one  piece  bull 
chilo."  In  other  words,  it  would  read  :  "  Mrs.  Pigtail  of  a  boy." 
I  called  upon  some  ladies ;  boy  returns  :  "  No  man  can  see,"  inti- 
mating probably  that  they  were  not  at  home.  For  **  yes,"  read 
"  can  do."  "  How  many  to  dinner  this  evening  ?"  My  boy  prompt- 
ly replies  :  "  Four  piece  man — two  piece  missie."  Of  course  I 
have  laid  in  a  good  stock  of  Chinese  presents  ;  I  should  be  con- 
sidered the  veriest  barbarian  did  I  not.  I  have  been  through  all 
the  shops  buying  sandal-wood  fans  and  card  cases,  ivory  chess 
men  and  whist  counters,  purses  and  boxes,  studs  and  Jade  stone, 
bronze  ornaments,  bamboo  work,  carved  necklaces  and  walnuts, 
and  bracelets  and  rings,  silver  and  copper  ornaments,  and  a  thou- 
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saDd  other  little  notions  which  will  soon  reduce  your  loose  cash, 
especially  where  your  sovereign  or  pound  sterling  is  worth  but 
$4.    It  makes  a  wide  difference  m  ones  finances. 

Since  the  rebellion,  Canton  has  been  yery  inactiTe,  and  its  sister 
ports — younger  in  experience,  younger  in  commerce,  younger  in 
years— are  gradually  taking  away  her  prestige.  Foo  Chow  is 
getting  the  black  teas,  while  Shanghae  takes  the  silks  in  large 
quantities,  and  the  green  teas,  but  Canton,  ncTertheless,  has  the 
wealth,  the  capital,  the  headwork,  the  experience  and  the  ex- 
changes ;  she  is  still  hard  to  beat,  and  may  yet  be  able  to  hold 
her  head  as  high  as  her  northern  branches.  We  must  wait.  I 
was  much  surprised  to  find  such  battalions  of  Parsees  prom- 
enading in  the  factory  gardens,  all  speaking  understandable 
English.  These  high  turbaned  merchants  are  taking  off  the 
best  share  of  the  opium  trade  ;  and  now  a  clipper  steamer,  the 
Lightning,  plies  between  Calcutta  and  Cumsing-moon — opium 
and  advices  her  only  '*  pigeon."  Some  of  the  names  of  these  men 
seemed  to  have  been  given  them  purely  for  the  amusement  of  the 
Western  merchant,  for  they  have  a  strange  sound,  mixing  up 
common  and  uncommon  names,  scriptural  and  sectional.  My 
few  days'  visit  has  gone,  I  can  hardly  tell  where,  but  to-morrow 
I  am  bound  to  the  north,  and  my  next  chit-chat  you  may  expect 
from  Shanghae  or  Foo-Chow-Foo. 


OHAPTEB   X. 

On  BOAKD  PACmO  AND  OUBHTAL  StBAXKB  EuM, 

Off  the  Yang  ice  Kang,  Shmghad,  Chinm, 

Janiiary  11, 1866. 

THp  ftlong  the  Coert  Sea  Shore  Scenery — ^Vfllagee,  Fortification% 
Movntniae  nnd  Temples— The  Hong  Kong  and  Shanghae  Steamers 
— Their  IVofits,  l^>eeie  Lists  and  Cargo— A  Mandarin  and  his  Suite- 
Coolie  TWide  of  Swatow  —The  British  Attack  on  the  Pirates— Des- 
peration of  the  gang. 

Mr  trip  along  the  coast  is  comparatiTelj  bare  of  incident 
For  hnndreds  of  miles  the  sterilit  j  and  barrenness  of  the  hnge 
mountains  of  yellow  sand  and  snrf  beaten  rock  chilled  the  eye  by 
its  Tery  bleakness,  and  its  monotony  increased  the  cheerless  and 
inho^itable  look  of  Chinese  nature,  as  seen  along  the  shore. 
Occasionally  a  fishing  yUlage,  black  as  the  hills  aboat  it^  a  forti- 
fication more  like  a  sand  ridge  than  a  defense ;  a  pagoda  tower- 
ing high  in  the  air,  lepresentmg  the  ancient  fiuth  of  Bhndah 
romantic  becaaae  so  old,  and  interesting  as  it  is  romantic,  and 
strange  as  it  is  interesting ;  a  convoy  of  trading  jnnks  at  anchor 
in  a  rock4xnind  bay — ^perhaps  a  mountain  more  fertile  than  its 
neighbors,  as  we  neaied  Shanghae,  cultivated  to  its  very  summit 
--periiaps  some  of  these  changes  would  timidly  show  themselves 
to  relieve  an  ezcuision  otherwise  tame  for  lack  of  incident  and 
cold  with  continual  sameness ;  a  noble  steamer,  a  quick  passage 
against  the  N.  E.  monsoon,  a  jovial,  good  natured  captain,  agree- 
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aParisimii  accent,  bat  his  English^-diggracefnl  to  those 
who  taoght  him — was  of  the  broken  China  school    These  men 
are  boond  to  Shanghae  on  some  government  duty,  and  speak 
good  breeding  in  their  qniet,  nnassnming  and  respectful  man- 
ners.   They  are  &r  diffierent  from  the  Coolies  who  have  drop- 
ped down  among  us  in  Australia — as  different  as  the  Irish 
porter  and  his  lordly  master.     This  trade.  Captain  Jameson 
tells  me,  is  fast  upon  the  increase,  and  such  interconrse  combined 
with  a  more  liberal  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Australian  and 
Califoniian  l^islatures,  in  permitting  emigration,  will  do  more 
to  Q/pen,  China  to  the  world's  commerce  than  the  poisonous  Indian 
drag,  the  hoarse  booming  of  British  cannon,  or  the  persevering, 
never  tiring,  but  unsatisfactory  labors  of  the  foreign  missionary. 
Yes^  I  mach  regret  that  the  other  Nankin  treaty  ports  are  not 
in  oar  way ;  but  as  it  is,  I  mast  give  them  ap,  and  content  myself 
by  looking  at  the  entrance  of  the  bays  and  rivers  and  over  the 
bilk  that  overlook  the  towns  of  Amoy,  Foo-Chow  and  Ningpo, 
imless  I  can  call  on  my  return.    Swatow  is  not  a  consular  port, 
bat  nevertheless  a  place  become  notorious  for  the  extent  of  its 
most  extraordinary,  because  so   strangely  pecuh'ar   passenger 
tnuie  to  Havana  and  Callao,  about  180  miles  from  Hong  Eong, 
was  jost  in  our  track,  and  the  towering  masts  of  some  dozen  sail 
told  OS  of  the  safe  anchorage  for  which  tnc  place  is  known.  The 
Chinese  are  still  carrying  on  their  extensive  junk  trade  of  taking 
agar  to  Shanghae  and  Ningpo ;  but  since  the  rebellion,  cause- 
ing  SQch  extensive  piracy  along  the  coast,  freight  ships  are  now 
more  or  less  profitably  employed  in  the  trade,  notwithstanding 
tbe  severe  lesson  which  Captain  Yansitthard  in  her  Majesty's 
brig  Bittern,  on  the  I8th  of  Sept,  last,  so  gallantly  taught  the 
pirate  fleet  by  boldly  beating  his  war  ship  through  a  dangerous 
and  never  before  surveyed  channel  among  tbe  islands,  directly  into 
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the  pirates'  stronghold,  who,  with  no  ordinary  skill,  had  brought 
the  range  of  their  entire  fleet  upon  the  narrow  pass,  bat  not  with 
sufficient  knowledge  to  withstand  the  impetoons  broadside  whidi 
sent  their  war  Junks  to  the  bottom  or  flying  in  the  air — a  brave 
deed,  which  was  so  appreciated  by  the  Chinese  merchants  of 
Shanghae,  that  a  subscription  of  some  $40,000  was  raised  as  a 
tukcn  of  esteem  for  the  man  and  crew  who  were  so  bold  as  to 
conquer  so  desperate  a  band,  and  which  should  bring  promotion 
from  the  British  government.  Notwithstanding  this  victory, 
and  others  not  so  noted,  and  a  large  war  fleet  continually  in 
these  waters,  piracy  is  feared  by  the  steamboat  and  the  sailing 
ship,  and  every  precaution  is  taken  by  the  one  at  anchor  or  the 
other  when  becalmed. 

Night  before  lost,  not  considering  it  prudent  to  ran  oot  into 
the  stiff  head  sea  acd  current,  our  captain  brought  the  steamer 
tu  anchor,  close  in  to  some  islands  near  the  shora,  but  muskets 
and  cutlasses  were  paraded  on  deck,  and  revdlvers  loaded,  to 
prevent  the  night  attack  of  desperate  pirates,  who,  believing 
that  dead  men  tell  no  tales,  leave  none  to  tell  the  stofy.  These 
men  never  allow  themselves  to  be  taken  if  possible,  and  at  the 
time  that  the  steamer  Canton  was  cniising  with  the  Cdumbia 
among  the  islands  in  search  of  the  Americaa  bark  Coquette, 
some  six  years  since,  after  boldly  defendhig  tfadr  gronnd  inch 
by  inch,  the  pirate  chief,  with  Joss  lights  rushed  into  the  maga- 
sine,  and,  with  his  own  hand,  launched  himadf  and  robber 
gang  upon  the  dark  waters  of  eternity,  for  the  fragments  of 
the  wreck  were  all  the  captors  could  aecore.  "With  inch 
damnable  citizens  of  pandemonium  continually  hovering  aioimd 
the  tempest  tossed  mariner,  I  can  only  congratolate  myself 
that  my  fortune  has  not  been  cast  among  the  cold,  onoomfort- 
able  navigation  of  the  Chinese  coast 
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Sbahobai^  Jul  18, 1809. 
at  Woofimg-— AntieipAtiiig  the  MaQ»— The  Opium  TVad*— 
Adrentnre  m  the  Chinese  Seas— The  Minionary  BitaUiahmeiita— 
The  Foreigii  aettlementi  at  Shanghae — ^Ingenuity  of  the  Chineee 
Meehaniea— Interior  Life  of  the  Hongs — The  Streets  of  a  Chinese 
d^— If  odel  Baths  and  Washhonses— Opium  Dens— A  Joss  House— 
A  Chinese  Tribunal— Charitable  Institutions — Club  Houses,  dko.,  dko. 

Had  I  listened  for  a  moment  to  the  obeeryations  made  by 
many*  of  mj  friends  at  Hong  Kong  and  Canton,  I  should  hare 
lo8t  the  opportonity  oi  yisiting  this  important  port  of  Chinese 
tzmde,  fbr  InTariably,  more  especially  by  those  who  had  nerer 
been  to  the  northward,  I  heard  the  remark  among  Southern 
merdiants^  ^  Ton  will  see  nothing  worth  noting  at  Shanghae  f 
but  mj  replj  was»  it  was  on  my  tourist  list,  and  I  was  bound 
to  go  there  and  Jndge  for  myself.  Need  I  say  that  I  hare  been 
amply  repaid  for  the  trip,  by  what  I  hare  seen,  gires  me  a 
better  idea  of  the  tndts  and  customs  of  this  highly  interesting 
people  in  a  sinf^e  day  than  I  could  have  learned  in  months  at 
Canton.  ArriTing  here  a  week  ago,  my  time  has  gone  instruct- 
irely  in  ranghsg  throagh  erery  hole  and  comer  in  and  about 
Shanghae — orer  rice  fields  in  the  neighborhood,  and  through 
many  of  the  boats  and  Junks — lorclias  and  native  craft  in  the 
rirer.    Although  the  Chinese  here  qieak  another  dialect^  and 
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the  men  are  mnch  more  athletic,  thej  are,  to  all  intents  and 
pur{>ose8,  the  same,  only  another  phase  of  this  prolific  people — 
less  piratical,  less  enterprising,  less  inclined  to  sneer  at  foreign- 
ers, but  nevertheless  readj  to  benefit  themselTes  bj  improving 
their  condition  in  working  for  them.  But  before  I  mn  ahead 
of  mj  time,  let  me  keep  np  the  connecting  link  of  mj  corres- 
pondence, for  I  dropped  it  at  the  month  of  the  Elang-tze-Kang, 
when  making  a  note  of  mj  trip  np  the  coast 

About  ten  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  Erin 
came  to  anchor  at  Woosnng,  a  small  village  about  eleven  mikt 
from  the  port  where  the  shipping  generallj  anchor  and  wait  for 
orders  ;  but  in  this  case  our  steamer  only  stopped  to  land  her 
cargo  of  opinm  into  one  of  the  several  receiving  dupe  in  the 
river,  where  the  captains  dispose  of  it  bj  selling  to  the  China- 
men who  come  off  to  purchase,  or  deliver  it  on  orders  firom  the 
merchant  in  town,  who  has  generally  received  his  pay  in  ad- 
vance. The  moment  our  boat  stopped  her  paddle  wheels,  the 
captains  of  the  opium  ships  came  on  board  to  get  the  letters  for 
their  respective  firms,  all  of  which  had  been  assorted  by  the 
purser  and  were  spread  out  upon  the  table.  These,  of  course, 
are  the  loose  letters  dropped  in  the  late  mail  bag,  and  those 
brought  up  in  the  hands  of  passengers.  The  regular  mail  goes 
up  in  the  captain's  gig,  while  these  letters  are  taken  asliore  and 
sent  post  haste  to  town  by  pony  speed,  thus  getting  two  or 
three  hours  in  advance  of  the  others  ;  and  when  news  of  great 
importance  is  at  hand,  a  carrier  pigeon  whistles  over  the  dis- 
tance, and  a  few  minutes,  instead  of  a  few  hours,  announces  the 
change  of  markets. 

1  find  at  Woosung  that  there  are  six  opium  ships,  all  full 
rigged,  well  manned,  and  heavily  armed — all  British,  and  all 
well  stocked  with  the  intoxicating  Indian  poison — whose  suffo 
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eating,  sckening  smell,  as  I  went  on  board  one  of  them,  gave 
me  a  bead  sea  nausea,  and  an  aching  of  temples  which  did  not 
leave  me  during  the  day.  Long  usage  maj  accustom  those  on 
board  to  endure  the  disagreeable  sensation,  but  the  novice  is 
glad  enough  to  get  awaj. 

Captain  de  Bushee,  of  the  Ann  Welch,  takes  charge  of  the 
letters  for  the  American  firms,  and  the  masters  of  the  Emilj 
Jane,  the  Folkstone,  Nimrod,  Swallow  and  Sea  Horse,  came 
for  their  respectiTe  houses  and  friends.  These  men  all  seem  to 
enjoj  this  semi-piratical  mode  of  life — defrauding  the  Chinese 
leTeaae — and  some  of  them  have  been  here  for  many  years,  and 
are  much  reelected  by  the  community.  Depriving  themselves 
of  oooe  of  this  world's  goods,  and  always  keeping  open  house, 
the  c^ytains  of  the  opium  ships  are  too  generous  not  to  be  jolly 
— too  independent  not  to  be  good-natured.  If  not  at  Woo- 
sung;  at  some  of  the  other  ports,  these  men  can  entertain  you 
for  hours  in  relatmg  some  of  the  most  thrilling  adventures  that 
owe  their  origin  to  the  haphazard  life  of  the  China  seas.  For 
more  than  a  century,  the  coast  has  been  active  with  a  pirate 
horde,  and  whenever  an  opium  ship  or  a  treasure  boat  can  be 
surfHriaed,  these  horrible  ruffians  of  Asia  pounce  down  upon  you, 
and  if  successful,  leave  no  marks  to  tell  of  their  bloody  work. 
If  you  want  the  reality  of  hair  breadth  escape  and  fearful 
danger,  hold  the  master  of  an  opium  ship  by  the  button  for  an 
evening,  and  you  will  be  more  entertained  than  by  reading 
Ainsworth  or  Lafitte,  a  longer  time.  Do  you  not  remember 
when  Dent*s  and  Jardme's  opium  ships  Caroline  and  Omega 
were  captured,  and  the  crews  murdered  1 

With  the  tide  in  our  &vor  and  a  light  breeze,  assisted  by  a 
crew  of  Chinese  boatmen — ^nine  of  whom  were  at  the  rudder, 
sculling — our  puny  looking,  bamboo  masted,  latteen  sailed,  square 
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at  both  ends  and  high  in  the  middle  oonstmcted  craft  (or  honso 
boat)  carried  ns  past  the  wild  geese  and  docks  in  the  dlBtanoe — 
past  the  damp,  swampy,  miasmatic^  onhealthy  ^>peariiig  low- 
lands— past  the  mountains  far  beyond  the  rirer's  bank,  tQl  the 
missionary  village  first  breaks  the  monotony,  with  its  trim  dinreh, 
snrroonded  by  the  bishop's  mansion,  and  a  dozen  more  well  bailti 
neatly  arranged  stone  and  mortar  houses,  the  result  of  perse- 
vering deacons  in  taking  round  the  mission  borfor  the  extra 
quarters  of  the  good  natured  congregations  of  our  New  England 
churches,  whose  pastor  stUl  resides  in  the  little  flower  surrouDd- 
ed,  one  and  a  half  storied,  modestly  made  cottage  under  the 
hill — well  satisfied  with  his  three  hundred  doUars  income,  be- 
cause, perhaps,  so  little  aware  of  the  comfortable  and  roomy 
dwellings  which  his  own  scanty  earnings  have  helped  to  build 
for  his  more  enterprising  brother  who  roams  away  to  distant 
seas  and  heathen  shores,  on  an  errand  worthy  of  better  success 
and  happier  results.  But  more  of  this  later  on ;  but  even  here 
you  must  not  censure  me  for  saying  that  already  I  have  made 
up  my  mind  not  to  give  any  more  quarters  for  the  purpose  of 
evangelizing  the  Chinese.  In  the  little  Methodist  church  in 
Waltham,  years  and  years  ago,  I  oftentimes  expressed  a  wish 
to  trace  the  history  of  the  contents  of  the  missionaiy  box  ;  and 
now,  as  our  boat  is  whirling  past  these  staunch  and  handsome 
buildings,  I  see  where  a  portion  of  my  money  was  invested.  We 
have  got  by  these  pleasant  little  group  of  houses,  where  the 
stars  and  stripes  are  flying  from  the  flag  pole  of  our  miasionary 
consul,  and  the  foreign  shipping  looms  up  before  you,  and  the 
large  square  mansions  of  the  merchant  residents  line  the  Bund 
for  a  long  walk  and  extend  back,  one  beyond  the  other,  through 
street  after  street,  covering  a  space  of  g^und  that  may  well 
surprise  the  fifteen  acre  lot  of  the  Canton  factory  conununi^. 
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A  fair  map  of  the  tofmship  of  Shanghae,  published  in  Lon- 
doD  last  year,  in  Maj,  tells  me  that  the  land  oocnpied  bj  the 
foreign  residents  is  1,631  mow  which,  I  beliere,  is  equal  to  270 
acres,  or  about  twenty  times  the  ground  allotted  to  the  Can- 
tonese. The  foreign  settlement  extends  from  the  Yang-King- 
Pang  canal  to  Loo-Ghow  channel,  and  is  sitoated,  not  as  I  had 
always  sopposed  before  I  came  here,  on  the  Yang-tze-Eang — 
not,  aa  I  was  informed  by  some  after  being  a  day  or  two  in  the 
place,  on  the  Woosnng — bat  simply  on  neither  the  one  or  the 
other,  bat  on  a  branch  river,  called  by  the  native  name  of 
Hwang-po.  The  baildlngs  (or  hongs)  are  all  of  immense  size, 
compared  with  oar  American  or  Anstraliaa  dwellings,  well  bnilt, 
pleasantiy  located,  two  stories  high,  with  upper  and  lower  veran- 
dahs, and  all  surrounded  with  a  respectable  plot  of  groand  for 
trees,  flowers  and  gardening.  In  the  rear  of  which  are  the  tea 
and  sOk  warehouses,  or,  as  they  are  called,  go-downs,  some  of 
which  are  about  one  hundred  and  thirty,  feet  in  length  by  forty 
in  width,  several  connecting  with  each  other.  All  this  I  discov- 
ered during  my  morning's  ramble  after  landing  and  lunching 
with  mine  host — whose  princely  palace  faces  the  river — and 
i^ngside  of  which  he  is  erecting  a  magnificent  hong,  construct- 
ed of  Ningpo  granite,  the  coasting  junks  bringing  it  nearly  oppo- 
site the  door.  .  This  building,  I  believe  is  the  first  stone  struc- 
tnre  of  the  size  in  Shanghae.  The  dimensions  being  120  deep 
by  74  feet  frontage,  with  stables,  go^owns  and  compradores, 
residence,  &c.,  in  the  rear.  Some  twenty  months  have  already 
been  consumed  in  its  structure,  and  some  years  more  must  elapse 
before  it  will  be  entirely  completed  and  finished  for  occapation 
— notwithstanding,  I  find  the  workmen  do  not  stop  to  rest  in 
China  on  the  Sabbath.  I  found  much  amusement  in  going 
over  and  through  this  mass  of  connected  labor,  the  entire  in- 
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jpaxmtr  tod  juuobzj  if  a  2ic8  <]f  ^eooifr  s  Jidfr 

iirj*JL  tmnuiK^  loor  nwnfingf 

aaatM  gntr^  imaiatm  ^bob^ 

j^lnu&vii^  imyhtmraoi  of  Ikmk:     .^  was  ^if 

JLut  "Urn  pttiaeft  if  *  seaBitwu^,  inui!fl. 

f:iiiluiii^i  «c  WactfOoB^  «mie  Idii^M^,  m  rim 

^  Ounainimi — omt  hard  v^sekzo^  ocv^ 

Cia«fty  ^ar>  iut.7^  b(0S&  «  dumdULjr 

«ul  AUMttf  iiUM<»  lad  cacpcBCo;  &  OHtt  Bitariliiprtt 

«tu>  fy!nj^  hin  Mxaewhan  sag^iait  gagnooMni  frnt  ^it  fikct  of 

im  hi^im^  Kadlj  yadt-wrk^,  took  me  onaofik  mt  wvck^ops 

Ub  cofiU3iMtiC«,  He  iemed  tW  rafaa^  ^is£K  aBBOoi^  zht  vwk* 
ttMA,  ^Md  w^  he  tBAj,  for  fasi  raie  of  gmcau^g  b  tite  of  all 
iM|j^iv:^  to  thftie  beocath  cheaiy  &  word  aad  &  biov,  Im  sobm^ 
ttfA^  tbe  Mr/ir  COOKS  fint.  I  hsTe  dvch  aoR  al  ka^gitk  on 
$fty  ff/Aut^  <^er  Uuf  fpleodid  exiubhioD  of  an  Ammcasli  eBter- 
l^Ut^,  ill  ofrj^rr  U>  thaw  what  mfchanica  and  bwUeis  tkeve  are 
ill  Ui«  krirj,  Ujt  tb«  «tjle  of  bulldiog  before  the  foragners  came 
y^ti  iUfiy  bn/i  Mftir  af-tn^  tbdr  small  tfoemeats  bein^  of  a  most 
Uifmm  cUm.  Kret i  that  of  the  Yiceroj  is  not  wortbj  of  what 
ytm  wffuUi  i^Xfie^.-t  from  the  bigh-soandii^  name. 

Am  ytm  walk  orer  awl  around  the  place  70a  will  sec  many 
mw\y  tiffu'Usil  hotiscjf  that  eotirdj  eclipse  the  homble  residences 
of  imr  (uiuimmion  merchants  of  the  West.  Comfort  is  the  first 
iUnui^Ui  of  the*  China  merchant,  and  comfort  is  the  second,  and, 
I  fiiujr  HuMy  udU,  comfort  is  the  third.  Money  is  only  an  anx- 
lliiiry  iti  c'ttU;riri^  to  liis  wish.     If  he  wants  a  palace  for  a  resi- 
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denoe,  he  orders  it,  and  it  is  there — and  elegant  fnmitare,  choice 
engravings,  splendid  fancy  ornaments  of  bronze  or  stone,  if  from 
Asia,  or  serres  or  Bohemian,  if  from  Earope ;  and  all  the  little 
hijauieru  of  the  parior  table  and  the  drawing  room  mantel — 
from  wheresoever  they  may  come,  come  at  his  bidding.  Does  he 
take  a  fiincy  for  an  Arab  or  an  Australian  horse,  his  correspon- 
dent gets  a  letter,  and  his  stable,  already  filled  with  Manilla, 
Java  and  China  ponies,  is  opened  to  receive  the  foreign  stranger, 
who  is  groomed  morning,  noon  and  night,  and  fed  on  carrots  < 
and  cnt  feed  by  some  half  a  dozen  lazy  looking  pigtail  grooms, 
who  delight  in  having  nothing  more  to  do.  I,  perhaps,  had 
better  note  that  the  horses  of  the  country  mostly  nsed  are  the 
Chinamen  themselves,  the  sedan  chair,  covered  or  open,  made 
of  lancewood  or  bamboo,  according  to  taste  or  purse  of  the  owner, 
fitted  up  with  looking  ghisses  and  pockets  or  without,  seems  to 
be  the  popular  mode  of  travel  from  door  to  door.  Two  coolies 
(all  (>orters  bear  the  name)  usually  do  the  needful  for  a  moder- 
ate sized  man,  like  correspondent,  but  Daniel  Lambert  would 
have  required  twenty,  while  Tom  Thumb  could  have  managed 
with  half  a  one.  I  have  never  yet  been  dumped  by  the  sure- 
footed beggars,  but  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  chairs  on  all  possible 
angles,  one  coolie  flat  on  his  back,  the  other  on  tiptoe,  and  the 
unfortunate  occupant  of  the  chair  in  the  most  uncomfortable 
position.  If  there  is  any  dirty  work  to  do  employ  a  Chinaman  ; 
they  will  do  anything  for  money.  Be  careful  as  you  walk  along 
the  Bund,  or  you  will  get  the  most  fragprant  depositee  on  your 
clothes,  for  every  few  yards  you  scent  these  offal  and  filth  trad- 
ing carriers,  who  are  bearing  the  nosegay  continually  past  you 
to  the  gardens  of  the  suburbs  or  the  rice  fields  beyond  ;  and 
yet  some  of  the  gentlemen  here  pretend  to  tell  me  that  the 
Chinese  are  a  most  independent  race. 
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Yesterdftj,  in  company  with  Dr.  Lockart^  I  made  mj  first 
toor  through  the  Chinese  cit j,  and  what  litUe  I  didn't  see  dmring 
the  journey  is  hardly  worth  recording.  How  wonderful  the  ap- 
pearance of  all  I  saw  1  How  deeply  interesting — how  singulariy 
different  from  any  of  my  past  experience  1  As  I  went  from  street 
to  street  I  could  only  articulate,  what  a  place  is  Chinal  If  one 
city  of  medium  size  can  show  you  things  so  nord,  what  will  you 
see  inland,  where  millions  are  congregated  within  a  single  wall ; 
Read  Hue's  romantic  tour  through  the  interior  part  of  this  vast 
empire,  and  then  reflect  and  spend  a  few  more  hours  in  contem- 
plating a  country  and  a  people  so  able  to  support  themselves 
without  a  thing  from  the  Western  nations.  I  say,  as  I  wabder 
throQgh  this  populous  city,  my  senses  are  severely  taxed  at  being 
broaght  into  contact  with  so  many  novelties  in  so  limited  a  time ; 
and  I  can  only  express  astonishment  at  every  change  to  find 
things  so  different  on  the  spot  than  pictured  in  books.  We  must 
have  walked  some  two  or  three  miles  through  a  most  thickly 
peopled  district,  before  we  reached  the  gate,  passmg  countless 
men,  women  and  children,  all  hurrying  on  with  loads  of  v^eta- 
bles,  baskets  of  fowls,  bundles  of  joss  paper,  and  every  possible 
kind  of  saleable  article.  The  wall  is  very  thick,  very  high,  and 
bears  the  semblance  of  strength ;  but  what  was  my  disgust,  to  see 
hung  up  over  the  entrance  of  the  heavily  hung  gate,  two  bamboo 
cages,  each  containing  a  human  head.  The  sight  was  most  sick- 
ening, and  I  hastened  on,  as  the  Doctor  told  me  that  two  years 
ago  you  would  have  seen  two  hundred  instead  of  two,  which 
was  the  imperial  way  of  intimidating  the  insubordinate,  by  ex- 
posing on  the  wall  of  the  city  and  other  conspicuous  places,  the 
heads  and  bodies  of  the  executed  rebels. 

How  narrow  the  streets  are.    I  can  hardly  get  aloQg  ;  and 
yet  it  is  the  same  with  most  of  the  Eastern  cities.    What  can 
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hare  been  the  object,  for  it  is  slmoet  impossible  to  crowd  along ; 
and  if  yoo  stop  to  examine  anything  that  attracts  yoor  atten- 
tioo,  the  chances  are  decidedly  favorable  to  your  getting  the  end 
of  a  coolie  carrier's  bamboo  in  yoor  face,  for  they  are  continually 
halkxMDg  for  yon  to  clear  the  path,  which  is  sometimes  difficult 
to  do  when  sereral  of  them  are  gradually  closing  on  you  from 
different  points,  and  you  have  only  a  few  feet  to  turn  in. 

In  one  street  we  went  into  coffin  maker's  and  joss  paper 
maaofiu^tories ;  in  another  rice  and  com  mills ;  and  then  you 
would  &11  in  with  a  whole  row  of  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  um- 
brella makers,  comb  manufactories,  boots,  shoes,  tailors,  book- 
binders— ^now  and  then  a  barber,  shaying  with  his  two  inch  chisel 
of  a  razor  oyer  a  pastry  cook's — cakes  frizzling  in  the  pan. 
Farther  on  we  came  to  a  beautiful  street,  wider  than  the  rest — 
■ay  ten  to  twelve  feet — gaily  caparisoned  with  gaudy  swinging 
signs,  of  boards  or  pasteboard,  colored  cotton  or  metallic  signs, 
the  several  characters  noting  the  name  and  style  of  the  firm 
standing  out  conspicuously,  like  turkey  tracks  on  a  snow  bank, 
completely  lined  on  both  sides  with  wholesale  and  retail  salesmen, 
cioth  goods,  or  ready  made  clothing,  beans,  peas  and  rice  in  one 
shop,  and  caps  and  silks  and  cloths  in  the  next ;  pictures  and 
points^  cook  shops  and  eating  houses,  curiosity  mongers,  pawn- 
broken,  banks,  books  and  barbers  ;  some  polishing  stone  oma- 
moktB,  some  grinding  com  and  rice,  some  kneading  dough  with 
the  pot  sizding  ready  to  receive  it,  while  others  were  engaged 
in  eoonting  cash  at  some  exchange  house,  smoking  ojanm  in  a 
hotdy  or  drinking  samshn  in  a  pot  house,  and  an  occasional  beg- 
gv  got  up  in  the  best  possible  style  with  rags  and  vermin,  sores 
and  filthy  person  expoeed  and  mud  balls  stuck  on  his  forehead, 
jeQmg  at  the  top  of  his  voice  round  some  aristocratic  tradesman's 
plaoe  for  money,  and  the  poor  slu^man  dare  not  drive  him 
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awaj,  for  the  professiooal  beggar  is  the  particular  protege  of 
government,  and  joo  can  oolj  get  rid  of  them  hj  giTing  the  poor 
devils  cash,  thej  then  go  on  to  the  next  and  before  mgLt  collect 
enoQgh  to  buy  their  rice,  drink  a  cop  of  samsha  and  then  get 
drunk  over  their  opimn  pipe. 

Fussing  along  this  thickly  shopped  street,  the  Doctor  soddenlj 
dived  down  a  small  lane,  and  in  another  minate  1  was  in  a 
bathing  house,  where  the  poor  come  at  all  hours  of  the  day, 
and  take  a  bath  or  steaming  for  half  a  cent  Had  I  liked  the 
smell  I  would  have  stopped  longer,  but  the  stench  of  the  steam 
room  was  rather  too  much  for  me  ;  but  I  remained  long  enough 
to  see  how  systematic  eyerything  was  laid  out.  Each  bather 
has  u  little  box  for  his  clothes,  and  an  obsequious  serrant  to 
help  him  dress ;  and  if  they  choose,  a  cup  of  tea  was  near  at 
bund.  Some,  only  half  dressed,  were  being  operated  upon  by  a 
corn  doctor,  and  they  are  at  home  in  such  science ;  others  were 
arming,  I  presume,  some  knotty  point  in  Confucius,  and  some 
were  singing  with  wild  and  passionate  emphasis.  Dickens  would 
huvc  died  with  laughter,  and  Thackeray  would  have  exploded 
out  of  sheer  merriment,  to  see  some  of  them  come  out  of  the 
steum  closet — one  especially,  weighing  some  250  pounds,  came 
rushing  out,  his  long  tail  dragging  the  ground,  like  a  huge  rat — 
His  eyes  blind  with  steam,  his  legs  and  neck  like  three  pieces  of 
bamlHK),  all  of  the  same  size,  only  the  latter  not  quite  so  long. 
These  three  and  his  head  might  hare  made  up  the  50  pounds, 
but  the  200  pounds  was  the  rest  of  his  body.  Take  him  all  in 
all,  he  resembled  some  of  their  Bhudah  gods — say  Bacchos,  jost 
after  he  had  swallowed  a  couple  of  goats.  The  moment  this 
strange  sight  appeared  I  burst  into  uproarious  laoghter ;  the 
doctor  laughed,  and  his  own  countrymen,  the  Chinese  serranti^ 
jumped  off  their  feet  in  pure  delight.    It  was  a  sight  to  be  re- 
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membered.  The  gentlemanlj  manager  of  the  establishment  asked 
me  if  I  would  like  to  be  steamed.    I  told  him  nothing  wodd 
giTe  me  more  pleasore,  bat  that  jnst  now  my  time  wouldn't  ad- 
mit^ and  with  mj  fingers  acting  as  a  temporary  vice  upon  my 
nose,  I  gave  him  a  chin-chin  and  bolted  oat  of  the  place.    The 
next  place  we  yisited  was  one  of  the  many  opinm  dens  yon  find 
in  erery  street    There  were  aboat  a  do2sen  poor  besotted  devils 
in  different  stages  of  intoxication,  and  some  lifelessly  drank  apon 
the  floor.    Go  into  one  of  these  hells,  if  yoa  want  to  see  what 
effect  (^inm  has  apon  those  who  indulge  in  it  to  excess.     Aboat 
the  room  were  coarse  benches  and  one  or  two  beds,  where,  lay- 
ing down,  resting  apon  their  elbows,  with  a  little  rash  light 
before  them,  they  would  with  a  long  needle  insert  one  of  the 
Uttle  balls  into  the  end  of  their  pipes  and  smoke  away,  letting 
the  smoke  disappear,  usually,  through  the  nostrils.    The  opium 
is  handed  to  them  in  little  cups  about  the  size  of  a  thimble,  and 
they   are   allowed  to  make   themselves   drunk  for  one  cent. 
like  the  bathing  room,  the  stench  was  too  powerful  for  me,  and 
I  kft ;  bat  I  have  a  word  more  to  say  on  this  question  before  I 
bid  good  bye  to  China.    A  little  further  on  we  found  an  English 
miistooary's  church,  built  of  stone,  and  also  saw  an  American 
feetare  room  in  the  midst  of  the  most  populous  part  of  the  city. 
A  load  voice  attracted  me  towards  the  former,  and  I  entered 
the  boose  of  God  to  hear  a  fellow  Anglo-Saxon  hold  forth  to  a 
kaadred  ugly  looking  vagabonds  in  their  own  language.     They 
were  coming  in  and  going  out  continually — curiosity  being  the 
MMt  prominent  feature  on  their  countenance  ;  few  seemed  to 
naain  for  any  length  of  time.     Praise  worthy  and  persevering 
be  the  man  who  can  spend  his  breath  and  time  expounding 
dry  doctrinal  scriptural  question  to  these  poor  creatures, 
vho  live  OQ  from  day  to  day  all  objectless. 
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with  a  child  in  her  arms,  started  off  in  all  directions,  apparently 
frightened  at  the  appearance  of  the/an^^ikiis,  (foreign  deTib). 
It  was  some  time  before  they  wonld  come  ont  of  their  rooms, 
and  then  they  stared  at  ns  with  nnfeigned  surprise.  I  shoold 
have  taken  up  one  of  the  lillipntian  Celestials^  bat  I  was  cau- 
tioned against  it — for,  if  no  contagions  disease  is  caught^  yon 
are  snre  to  get  yermin  on  yonr  dress.  We  wandered  abont 
the  large  apartments  from  room  to  room,  all  of  which  had  one 
or  two  occupants,  and  some  were  filled  with  older  children,  in 
baby-jampers  of  strikingly  original  make,  the  nnrses  all  appear- 
ing, after  a  moment  of  fright,  to  gaze  upon  the  strange  sight 
of  features,  manner  and  dress.  Is  it  possible,  said  I,  that  all 
the  charitable  institutions  of  the  European  and  Anglo-Saxon 
race  are  all  observed  in  such  detail  in  Asiatic  China  1 1  have  seen 
enough  for  one  day.  I  must  have  time  for  reflection.  I  was 
unprepared  for  many  of  the  customs — ^many  of  the  wonders  that 
were  in  our  path  ;  I  was  tired,  for  the  Dr.'s  walk  was  fatiguing 
to  a  novice,  in  a  strange  city,  where  streets,  lanes,  and  paths 
are  over  flag-stones  and  bricks  made  slippery  with  a  never<:ea8> 
ing  tread  of  human  life.  I  saw  several  more  temples— -went  into 
more  bath  houses — more  opium  dens,  and  several  other  shops ; 
but,  describing  one,  you  see  all.  The  ruins  of  the  bomt  district 
covered  many  acres,  and  it  is  only  a  subject  of  surprise  that  the 
imperial  troops  did  not  entirely  destroy  the  city,  for  the  fire,  as 
at  Moscow,  was  started  at  several  points.  Like  Califomians, 
however,  they  are  fiast  at  work — the  same  owners  re-bnUdii^ 
their  tenements — and  hard  at  it  trying  to  recover  what  they 
have  lost.  I  saw  the  walls  where  the  French  wasted  their 
cannon  balls,  and  tried  to  knock  down  the  city  ;  but  it  was  like 
firing  through  a  piece  of  mortar.  One  temple  was  pierced 
tbNtngh  and  through— eompleldy  riddled  with  shot^  bat  like 
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Banqoo's  ghost,  the  walls  would  not  down.  I  also  saw  where 
the  company  of  marines  were  mowed  down  by  shot  they  could 
not  trace.  It  seems  the  Chinese  rebels  had  stationed  them- 
■elyes  in  buildings  fiEu^ing  the  place  where  the  wall  was  weak- 
ened by  the  French  cannon,  behind  holes  cut  in  the  side  and 
pasted  ofer  with  paper,  and  bullets  were  continually  flying  about 
them,  but  no  one  could  tell  from  whence  they  came.  Near 
this  place  was  a  new  kind  of  grave  yard,  where  the  poor  were 
buried  above  ground,  in  coarse  wooden  cofi&ns  of  great  size, 
merely  deposited  on  the  ground  ;  and  as  the  bodies  decompose 
the  air  becomes  fearful  and  suffocating. 

I  am  surprised  that  it  was  not  more  sickly  than  it  is.  The 
seventy-two  stenches  which  Coleridge  encountered  at  Cologne, 
were  a  cologne  bottle,  compared  with  the  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  in  a  Chinese  city.  Id  several  places  pieces  of  red  paper 
were  pasted  on  the  house,  telling  the  passer  by  that  the  small- 
pox was  raging  in  the  tenement  within.  In  going  home  I  went 
through  the  Chinamen's  market — an  immense  speculation  of  an 
American,  a  member  of  the  extensive  Smith  family.  If  he  suc- 
ceeds in  finishing  the  mammoth  building  and  its  approaches,  it 
will  make  his  fortune.  Tired  as  I  was,  I  got  back  in  time  to 
meet  my  appointment  at  the  game  of  tenpins,  at  a  private  club, 
well  arranged,  well  conducted ;  but  the  alleys  are  spoilt  by 
being  about  twenty  inches  wider  than  they  should  be.  You  may 
see  a  proof  of  that  in  finding  176  chalked  up  as  being  the  high- 
est roll. 

The  billiard  tables  are  mostly  in  the  Hongs,  all  private.  The 
trip  to  the  pagoda  I  gave  up  to  go  down  to  Woosang,  where  I 
was  amply  paid  for  the  excursion.  I  also  wanted  to  go  to  Foo- 
chow  and  Nankin,  but  I  was  cautioned  against  the  trip,  for  the 
pirate  rebels  were  continually  on  the  water.    I  had  not  given 
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Op  all  hopes  of  going  to  Japan,  and  did  mj 
jiartj  of  gentlemen  to  charter  the  Erin  or 
hut  all  to  no  use  ;  some  excoae  or  other  was 
off  the  track,    I  then  made  np  mj  mind  togo 
ed  mj  passage  in  the  Oreta^  boond  to  Siaoda 
from  Hong  Kong,  to  take  the  Datdi  cargo  wlddi 
there  in  charge  of  the  sapercaigo,  in  a 
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As  the  Greta's  arrival  was  most  ancertaiD,  I  was  obliged 
to  throw  up  mj  Japan  visit  till  some  more  favorable  time.  I  find, 
however,  that  I  knew  more  aboat  the  island  before  I  left  Aas- 
tralia  than  I  have  been  enabled  to  gather  from  the  merchants  of 
China.  They  do  not  seem  to  have  given  the  matter  the  least 
thought  I  was  glad  to  fall  in  with  Capt.  Brown,  of  New  Lon- 
don, whose  unfortunate  expedition  under  the  Ck)mmodore  Perry 
treaty,  has  already  gone  home  to  the  American  press. 

He  left  that  port  on  the  23d  of  Janaary,  1855,  in  the  schoon- 
er Wilmington  (136  tons,  fitted  out  by  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising of  the  New  London  merchants)  with  an  assorted  cargo, 
consisting,  however,  mostly  of  liquors  ;  arrived  at  Houg  Kong, 
after  a  long  passage,  on  the  7th  of  August,  and  ran  up  to  Simo- 
da in  nine  days.  He  came  to  anchor  without  a  pilot,  and  found 
the  moment  he  landed  that  no  goods  could  be  sold,  none  bought, 
and  that  the  voyage  was  already  a  failure.     He  found  Luhdorf, 
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the  Greta  s  supercargo,  UjiDg  an  easjr  life  in  a  temple,  bat 
his  goods  were  witboat  a  market  He  was  onlj  waitii^  for  a 
ressel  to  come  and  takf"  his  Tentores  awaj.  The  ci^ytain  wrote 
to  the  GoTemor  of  Simoda  regardiqg  his  ship  and  cargo,  and 
in  due  time  his  letter  was  retomed  unanswered.  I  hare  the 
enrelope,  with  English  and  Japanese  address.  Wood  thej 
agreed  to  sopply  at  $5  per  cord  and  water  at  5(k^  per  ton.  The 
captain  was  allowed  to  walk  seren  miles  inland  bat  no  farther ; 
he  was  also  shown  some  of  the  sights  of  the  town.  He  spoke 
of  the  bathing  houses,  where  both  sexes^  in  a  state  of  natare, 
were  indnlging  in  their  morning  ablntioas.  Some  of  the  women 
were  rerj  beantiful — small  hands  and  feet,  and  a  complexion  as 
fair  as  the  ladies  of  the  States. 

Finding  nothing  could  be  accomplished  at  Simoda  he  set  sail 
for  Hakodadi,  and  ran  up  in  ten  days.  Here  some  of  the  offi- 
cials crowded  about  him,  one  or  two  of  them  speaking  a  little 
English.  Xo  meat  nor  provisions  could  be  bought.  All  they 
seamed  to  have  were  beets,  scullions  and  turnips,  and  they  were 
given  away. 

At  the  time  Captain  Brown  left,  (1st  September)  there  w^e 
no  whalers  nor  merchantmen  in  port  He,  an  old  whaler  him- 
self and  a  man  of  good  observation,  considers  neither  of  the  trea- 
ty ports  as  at  all  adapted  for  whaling  ports  ;  Ghusan,  and  even 
Shanghae,  were  far  preferable.  Japan,  he  says,  is  not  easy  of 
access,  and  at  times  most  unsafe  to  make  ;  and  even  if  provisions 
could  be  purchased,  the  high  prices,  which  are  multiplied  with 
Commodore  Perry's  stupid  arrangement  about  exchange,*  where- 
by the  dollar  is  only  worth  thirty-four  cents,  would  not  make 
the  port  desirable  for  whalers.    Captain  Brown  has  entered  his 

*  It  appears  that  this  arrangement  was  not  to  he  permaoent  but 
intended  only  to  answer  immediate  parposee. 
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protest  for  the  recoTery  of  $36,000,  which  he  estimates  to  be 
his  claim  against  the  United  States  government  for  the  non-fal- 
fillment  of  the  treaty.  The  protest  has  gone  to  Washington  ; 
there,  I  think,  it  will  be  thrown  under  the  table. 

I  don't  entirely  agree  with  Captain  Brown  that  Shanghae  is 
the  most  desirable  port  for  whalers,  although  the  newly  moored 
lightship  m  the  Yang-tze-Kang,  good  pilots,  geographical  posi- 
tion and  cheap  supplies ,  well  placed  buoys  and  proper  sailing 
directions,  are  strong  inducements  ;  but  the  chances  are  that  the 
homeward  bound  clippers  would  be  apt  to  take  away  their  sail- 
ors, a  law  that  Japan  ports  would  not  inflict.  The  merchants, 
seeing  no  benefit  to  any  but  the  ship  chandlers,  and  fearing  the 
continual  meeting  of  drunken  crews  on  the  Bund,  discourage 
attempts  to  make  it  a  whaling  port. 

My  time  at  Shanghae  is  winding  up,  for  to-morrow  I  am  bound 
to  the  coast,  in  the  John  Wade,  to  take  a  look  at  the  new  com- 
mercial giant  that  just  now  is  attracting  so  much  attention,  Foo- 
chow-foo.    I  have  been  here  long  enough  to  satisfy  myself  that 
Shanghae,  in  spite  of  the  serious  check  given  to  its  progress  by 
the  rebellion,  is  bound  to  go  ahead.     Its  geographical  position 
towards  the  great  northern  seaports,  the  Yellow  river  a  near 
neighbor,  and  Shangtung  sending  down  thousands  of  trading 
junks  every  year — ^its  proximity  to  the  green  tea  country  and  its 
inmieose  silk  exports,  some  sixty  thousand  bales  per  jeax — the 
fact  of  its  situation  at  the  mouth  of  that  enormous  river,  almost 
another  Miffiiawppi,  continually  pouring  down  its  immense  trade, 
junks  opon  junks — ^its  proximity  to  Japan,  Formosa  and  the 
Soathem  treaty  ports — ^the  large  amount  of  foreign  capital  in- 
vested in  land  and  building  property — ^the  increasing  import 
trade  and  natural  position  of  the  place — all  tend  to  show  its  fu- 
ture, and  can  but  mark  its  character.    The  China  bankers  seem 
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to  haTe  plenty  of  money,  and  the  China  compradare — ^that  myste^ 
rions  cUtachd  to  all  mercantile  establishments — nnderstandB  hov 
to  make  nse  of  it  in  feathering  his  own  nest,  while  he  appears 
to  devote  his  entire  time  and  brains  to  the  merchant  that  em- 
ploys him. 

The  government  of  Shanghae  is  vested  in  a  Conncil  of  Thr«e, 
elected  by  the  landholders — 156  title  deeds  having  been  regis- 
tered at  the  Consul's. 

Receipts  last  year,  warfages,  taxes,  &c,  were  $24,903. 

And  the  expenditure 20,520. 

— which  shows  a  balance  on  the  right  side. 

Young  G.  Griswold  Gray,  who  lost  his  I^  in  the  attack 
on  the  Imperialist  camp,  is  at  present  Mayor  of  the  settlement, 
in  connexion  with  two  English  gentlemen.  Foreigners  cannot 
own  land  in  China,  but  pay  a  nominal  rent  of  a  few  hundred 
cash,  in  perpetuity — property  transferable. 

I  found  the  weather  very  cold — a  regular  Boston  northeaster, 
and  I  nm  told  that  the  rapid  changes  in  the  autumn  and  spring 
occasion  pulmonary  and  rheumatic  complaints ;  whether  true  or 
not,  I  can  testify  to  there  being  four  or  five  medical  gentlemet 
in  a  community  numbering  about  280  souls. 

Dr.  Lockhart  says  the  temperature  varies  during  the  year 

from  100  to  24  degrees. 

In  running  my  eye  over  the  Shanghae  almanac  of  1856  I  find 

the  population  consists,  as  the  editor  classifies  it,  of  t5  Typans  or 
heads  of  houses,  94  mercantile  assistants,  whOe  the  balance  are 
put  down  as  officials,  missionaries,  professional  men,  Ac  lliere 
are  three  banking  establishments  in  the  place — Commercial  Bank 
of  India,  Mercantile  Bank  of  India,  and  the  Oriental  Bank ; 
all,  judging  from  the  imports  and  exports,  must  be  a  doiQg  a  pay- 
ing business,  with  exchanges  ruling  between  68.  and  ta.  9d.,  in 
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one  instance,  to  the  dollar.  At  the  present  time  the  New  York 
merchant  porchasing  silk  or  tea  in  this  market  pays  $1  TO  for  $1. 
NoTices  in  exchange  will  be  npset  in  their  calculations.  Even 
between  Canton  and  this  port  exchange  differs  some  thirty  per 
cent.  The  par  of  exchange  in  the  North  Atlantic  is  $4  80, 
but  sad  experience  has  tanght  me  that  there  is  a  wide  difference 
between  this  and  yonr  part  of  the  world,  for  here  I  take  notice 
tliat  my  soTereign  or  pound  sterling  was  past  to  my  credit  as  , 
$2  92,  which  makes  a  vast  difference  in  a  man*s  financial  arrange-  j 
iiients.  In  Hong  Kong  and  Canton  they  gare  me  $4  ;  but  the 
Chinaman's  fancy  for  the  Carolos  dollar  occasions  all  the  mis- 
chief. Now  as  these  dollars  are  gradually  being  melted  down, 
and  the  whole  world  has  been  raked  and  scraped  to  furnish  them, 
the  question  naturally  arises,  how  much  longer  is  this  thing  go- 
ing to  last  ?  As  the  difference  in  the  exchange  usually  comes  off 
tlie  price  of  the  goods,  it  makes  precious  little  difference  to  the 
Chinamen.  They  have  a  right  to  their  fancies — let  them  pay 
for  it. 

The  late  duty  question  is  still  in  embryo.  Murphy,  the  Con- 
sul, has  gone,  and  the  lac  of  dollars  pending  between  the  Chinese 
government  and  the  merchants,  I  believe,  is  locked  up  in  the 
bank  safes. 

During  my  stay  I  have  had  a  good  chance  to  see  the  style  of 
doing  business  here.  The  merchants  seem  to  have  little  to  do 
besides  getting  off  their  mail,  and  talking  with  the  Chinamen  ; 
every  thing  else  is  done  by  assistants.  Every  house  employs  a 
tea  taster,  who  makes  the  purchases  on  his  individual  judgment, 
and  a  silk  inspector,  who  attends  to  that  pigeon  ;  each  of  which 
is  a  regular  profession  of  itself,  and  requires  years  of  study. 
Some  of  these  gentlemen  have  made  their  fortunes  in  this  way. 
The  salaries  of  the  clerks  vary  from  $800  to  $2,500,  the  latter 
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price  for  bookkeepers  of  long  experience.  These  sums  are 
entii'ely  excluslTc  of  their  household  expenses,  which  are  paid  by 
the  firm.  I  belieye  that  $60  a  month  is  allowed,  which  giTes 
them  good  lodgings,  a  good  table,  a  coolie  chair  and  boy.  I 
think,  however,  many  of  the  young  gentlemen  exceed  that  sum, 
for  they  are  not  apt  to  practice  economy  in  these  countries. 
Most  of  them  are  perfectly  contented,  and  talk  of  the  number 
of  years  they  have  been  and  mtend  to  remain  here,  with  praise- 
worthy nonchalance. 

Aside  from  sight  seeing.  Rangmg  over  the  gardens  and 
watching  the  Chinamen  for  hours  together  prepare  the  silk  for 
inspection,  and  rattan,  mat,  mark  and  arrange  the  tea  for  ship- 
ment— a  most  interesting  sight,  done  so  rapidly  and  ingeniously, 
at  a  trifling  expense,  never  making  a  mistake  in  delivering,  for 
the  delivery  is  a  succession  of  checks — ^first  at  the  door,  then  at 
the  gate,  again  at  the  cargo  boat,  and  once  more  at  the  ship — 
a  small  stick  left  at  each  place  for  every  package — I  say,  aside 
from  catching  a  passing  knowledge  of  these  several  things,  my 
time  has  mysteriously  disappeared  in  the  pleasures  of  social  life. 

The  evening  I  arrived  I  attended  a  large  ball,  given  by  one  of 
the  leading  merchants,  when  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
most  of  the  gentlemen  and  the  seventeen  foreign  ladies  of  Shang- 
hue  ;  among  which  were  two  of  my  fair  countrywomen,  whose 
merry  laughter  and  pleasant  conversation  are  still  rmging  in 
mine  ear.  Should  these  lines  ever  happen  to  reach  so  far,  they 
will  see  that  they  are  not  forgotten.  The  Hongs  are  well  arrang- 
ed for  parties,  for  there  is  no  poverty  of  room.  Some  of  our 
party  table  caterers  would  have  gone  wild  with  pleasure  to  wit- 
ness the  graceful  elegance  and  tasteful  profusion  at  the  supper 
of  our  host.  At  the  door  of  the  balhroom  were  several  China 
merchants  and  natives  who  seemed  particularly  delighted  at  the 


SHANGHAI   HOSPITALITT. 


129 


haUts  and  customs  of  ye  foreign  devils  in  their  hoars  of  pleasure. 
Four  o'clock  was  a  late  hoar  for  a  stranger  to  go  home,  but 
your  correspond^t  coald  not  make  any  better  arrangement. 
This  was  the  first  day,  and  until  now,  every  morning,  every 
noon  and  in  the  evening,  dining  and  tiffining,  breakfasting  and 
excursion  going,  I  have  seen  one  round  of  hospitality.  Such  are 
the  customs  here,  and  not  to  accept  would  offend,  and  in  accept- 
ing time  flies — information  obtained — amusement  afforded — 
pleasant  acquaintances  formed — favorable  impressions  made, 
and  memories  strengthened  with  never  ^ding  kindness  and 
attenti(Mi. 


CHAPTSS  Xlil. 


Ov  BoAan 


S^LSSC 


( 


lMp«r3xrit  Sma  ^uuut&ac.  «a  nnu  go 
tf — ^A-viasdna  'if  ck*  Tamr-CB^Eflif — ^w 
ukti  Juuirjiup  Lanywei     Riwdny  ok  dM 
Tjiil  G«aL* — F'M^^Jho^  Osj'—iM 

Wb  ar«  off.  I  ftm  ^mA  of  it,  aad  yet  I  «■  boI»  lor  I  coold 
bare  <{Knt  nwre  dap  inflsl  pfeinmtly  with  the  joriii  iMlared, 
g^beroos  diqxsitioiMd,  prinedtj,  boqiiubie  mercliMiti  of  that 
ftoon  to  be  Mi^Ibourne  of  the  China  watcfs  ;  bat  I  hare  talked 
8(iaogha«  in  my  but,  and  this  is  to  tell  of  departure  and  sail 
doim  the  coast.  I  am  off  but  I  kare  with  i^gret^  for  I  may 
neirer  again  see  the  same  familiar  fsces,  and  my  late  traTeling 
companion  stops  behind.  Toang  Collie  of  Abodeoi  a  genuine 
sjiecimen  of  yoong  Scotland,  combining  bnsineflB  with  pleasore, 
he,  like  myself,  is  taking  his  first  draught  of  China  life.  He  has 
Just  formed  a  party  to  Tisit  some  of  the  cities  op  the  Yang-tze- 
Kang,  bat  I  prefer  to  see  close  on  the  rirer  Min — his  daasical 
mind  drinks  in  the  scenes  of  this  noTel  life— while  the  practical 
knowledge  gained  and  bosiness  connexion  formed,  are  of  great 
dfautage  to  his  flonrishing  hoose  in  Manchester.    How  forto- 


XN   ROCTB   TO   HOXG    KONG.  131 


nftle  was  I  to  get  a  chance  to  ymt  Foo-chow,  more  especially 
when  the  non-airiTal  of  the  Greta  took  the  life  oat  of  my  Japan 
eqwditiony  where  I  had  folly  made  np  my  mind  to  see  the  Em- 
peror,  or  make  myself  a  martyr  to  the  caose  of  opening  Ses- 
ame. So  seldom  are  there  opportonities  of  yisiting  Foo-chow, 
I  consider  myself  in  lack  to  get  on  board  so  fine  a  ship  as  the 
John  Wade  in  company  with  sach  pleasant  companions  as  the 
yoong  and  enterprising  owner,  Aagastine  Head  Jr.,  (at  whose 
inTitation  I  am  here)  and  Yonng  Gray  of  New  York — who  are 
bound  to  Canton,  only  stopping  to  look  at  a  port  that  so  sndden- 
denly  has  been  shown  to  the  tea  drinking  world.  On  the  21st, 
a  fiur  wind  made  the  beantifol  little  Boston  yacht  fly  over  the 
wat^  to  join  oar  ship  below  Woosang,  which,  as  is  the  cnstom, 
went  down  the  day  before.  What  is  there  more  gladdening  to 
the  natiTe  bom,  when  thousands  of  miles  away  from  his  pilgrim 
home,  in  a  fiur  distant  port,  than  a  sail  in  a  clipper  yacht  like 
the  Halcyon,  which  says  so  much  for  the  taste  and  enterprise  of 
its  owner,  more  especially  when  another  model  of  naatical  beaaty, 
on  a  larger  scale,  is  passing  ap  as  yoa  are  going  down  ?  I  know 
the  boat ;  it  is  the  clipper  launched  for  the  World's  Fair — the 
N^tingale — jost  in  from  Canton,  bound  up  to  her  anchorage. 
Next  to  a  beautiful  woman,  give  me  an  American  clipper.  I 
like  them  both  ;  but  as  I  have  not  yet  seen  the  former  in  the 
Indian  and  Asiatic  seas,  I  am  the  more  delighted  to  find  a  fel- 
low-coontryman  in  the  latter — for  the  one  sits  as  proudly  on 
the  water  as  a  Western  nightingale  at  her  piano. 

I  am  glad  to  get  away,  for  I  do  not  like  the  appearance  of 
the  weather,  and  the  Tang-tze-Eang  is  not  the  most  agreeable 
naTigstion  in  a  dark  night,  on  a  turning  tide — for  it  is  forty 
mika  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  choked  up  with  mud  banks  and 
ngly  shoals.    Onr  ship  works  well    I  wish  I  could  say  as  much 
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for  the  infernal  Manilla  crew,  who  mansge  to  widentaiid  their 
broken  China,  broken  Portognese,  quarter  Spanish  and  a  little 
£nglish  orders.  Bnt  in  a  regular  gale  I  shoald  feel  myself 
abont  as  safe  with  a  lot  of  Bedonin  Arabs  in  the  Dead  Sea. 
We  got  oat  safely,  thank  God ;  bat  when  the  main  topsail  went 
to  threads  ander  the  fierce  nor'wester,  the  tide  ranning  a  perfect 
filnice,  and  the  strong  current  sweeping  as  on  to  the  Nocth  Sad- 
dle, it  certainly  looked  far  from  pleasant^  for  the  chances  most 
decidedly  were  against  as ;  for  when  yoa  ^t  yoar  best  U^Kail, 
the  wind  all  the  while  increasing,  and  a  black  crew  hardly  able 
to  obey  orders,  eren  did  they  onderstand  them,  a  ship  januned, 
in  a  shoally  channel  cannot  be  handled  much  more  handily  than 
a  ranaway  horse  in  a  crowded  city.  I  hope  oar  Boston  pilot 
reached  Woosong  without  accident.  But  piloting  on  board  of 
sach  a  hearse-resembling  craft  as  that  in  which  Mr.  Ayres  got 
on  board,  is  no  enyious  life  to  lead.  I  cannot  see  how  fire  dol- 
lars a  foot  will  satisfy  a  "down  Easter"  in  pursoing  sach  a  odd 
and  cheerless  occupation  as  piloting  in  the  Yang-tze-Kang  in 
midwinter. 

When  once  fairly  clear  of  the  lightship  we  made  good  time^ 
got  up  a  new  topsail,  loaded  our  six  cannon  and  all  our  muskets 
to  receiye  the  pirates,  bat  did  not  have  occasion  to  make  use 
of  them.  In  fact,  we  did  not  CTon  hare  the  excitement  of  nui- 
ning  down  one  of  the  fishing  junks,  that  were  never  oat  of  oar 
track  ;  and  in  three  days  we  passed  Sharp  Peak  and  anchored 
inside  of  the  Kin-pai  pass,  ahead  of  the  Henry  Harbeck,  that 
sailed  a  day  or  two  before  as. 

llerc  I  discovered  still  another  feature  of  Chinese  scenery  and 
Chinese  natives,  all  different  from  what  I  noted  in  other  places 
in  this  vast  empire,  which  I  have  seen.  The  natives  even  speak 
a  different  language  ;  for  our  black-turbaned,  big-breeched  ugly- 
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deTil  of  a  pQcty  although  he  wore  the  tafl,  and  apparent- 
ly spoke  the  same  jargon,  could  only  make  himself  understood 
bj  motions  ;  and  when  Chop  Dollar  who  came  down  with  ns — 
a  most  intelligent  Canton  man,  well  np  in  the  Shanghae  dialect 
— ^was  called  down  to  interpret,  it  was  most  amnitiiy  to  see  him, 
after  fiulii^  in  his  Chinese  dialect,  trying  to  make  himself  under- 
stood in  Pigeon  English.  How  absurd  to  hear  two  Chinamen 
of  diffierent  districts  using  the  broken  China  jargon  as  a  court 
language! 

This  morning  for  the  first  time  I  discoTered  that  I  was  sail- 
ing mider  the  diamond  signal,  (a  white  diamond  in  a  red  field,) 
the  flag  under  which  I  have  been  taught  what  little  I  know  of 
sh^iping  life,  and  which  I  had  always  supposed  was  as  much  a 
part  and  parcel  of  Boston  as  the  line  of  packets  which  has  flown 
it  for  so  l<mg  a  time.  For  more  than  thirty  years  the  diamond 
signal  has  been  the  priTate  flag  of  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  snccessfnl  of  the  Boston  merchants,  and  for  thurty  years  it 
has  floated  from  the  mast  head  of  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
ships  (the  later  models  especially,  such  as  the  Flying  Cloud  and 
Staffordshire,)  that  the  world  erer  saw.  But  it  seems  that  it 
has  got  into  the  China  oceans,  for  it  has  been  waving  for  many 
years  under  the  patronage  of  Mr.  Head. 

We  were  glad  to  find  the  boat  waiting  for  ns,  for  it  is  still 
aome  twenty-fiTe  miles  to  Foo-chow.  At  half-past  four  we  got 
into  our  crafty  and  then  another  turn  in  the  traveler's  life  was 
at  hand — Chinese  boating  on  the  Min.  It  is  indescribable.  It 
was  so  peculiar,  odd  and  strange.  Imagine  a  gondola  style  of 
craft,  thirty  feet  long  by  six  broad,  with  two  sails,  if  the  wind 
Mows  fair,  and  ten  oarsmen,  if  that  fails,  carrying  out  the  oppo- 
Btes  as  osoal ;  they  push  instead  of  pull  the  oar,  to  the  ao- 
of  a  most  singularly  inharmonious  chant,  which 
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Tom  Moore  would  hare  found  far  more  difficult  to  place  to  rythm 
and  music  than  the  far  famed  night  song  of  the  Canadian  boat- 
men. The  tide  was  against  ns,  the  night  darkened,  it  began  to 
rain,  the  changing  scenery  was  hid  from  the  gaze,  and  n^io 
songs  were  hushed  until  the  reYolTers,  rifles  and  mosketa  were 
loaded,  and  cutlasses  placed  readj  for  use  ;  for  the  beggarly 
pirates  who  haunt  these  riyers  want  nothing  better  than  to 
meet  a  single  boat,  with  two  or  three  white  men  to  plonder  and 
then  destroy  ;  but  first  the  murder,  I  belieTe,  and  then  the 
robbery. 

I  liked  the  change — there  was  ezdtem^t  in  it — and  with 
plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition  we  were  bold  in  onr  shooting 
home,  but  save  the  shooting  of  a  long  necked,  wide  winged, 
long  legged  heron  resembling  bird,  which  your  humble  servant 
brought  down  at  a  single  shot,  and  for  which  I  did  not  receive 
that  credit  as  a  marksman  from  my  fellow  passengers  that  I 
really  deserved,  for,  judging  from  the  size  of  the  game,  it  was 
equal  to  about  seven  ducks,  three  teal  and  a  wild  goose — save 
this  chance  exploit,  we  had  no  opportunity  of  distinguishing 
ourselves.  Although  each  to  the  other  had  confidently  pledged 
himself,  when  we  saw  several  dim  lights  and  what  seemed 
muffled  oars,  manned  by  smothered  voices,  apparently  approach- 
ing nearer  and  nearer  on  their  bloody  mission,  for  eleven 
pirates  each.  But  all  went  on  as  usual.  The  dim,  mysterioos 
lights  must  have  been  from  a  distant  village,  and  the  muffled 
oars  and  smothered  voices  came  from  other  boatmen,  bound 
on  as  peaceful  an  errand  as  ourselves,  or  else  the  noise  that 
startled  ils  was  the  rippling  of  the  tide,  which  rises  and  falls 
some  eighteen  feet. 

That  was  a  long  and  tedious  pull,  yet  we  all  sung  merrily, 
id  covering  ourselves  in  shawls  and  fhra,  talked  oonelTea  to 
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deep,  onlj  to  wake  up  again  at  the  chant  of  the  boatmen,  and 
■ee  the  dark  tops  of  the  mountains,  an  occasional  village  light, 
and  hear  the  hoarse  gurgling  of  the  murky  waters  as  the  tide 
radied  past  oar  frail  habitation.  At  last  we  reached  the 
Pagoda  anchorage,  where  the  opium  ships  were  riding  at  anchor, 
and  aereral  sail  loading  teas  for  the  white  man's  world.  One 
or  two  small  clippers  were  here  with  the  intoxicating  India 
plant,  which  thej  had  brought  to  exchange  for  the  stimulating 
herb,  which  the  Mohawks  in  early  years  once  rejected  and 
threw  into  the  bay,  near  the  shade  of  Fanenil  Hall.  Onward 
we  rowed  past  the  low  land  paddy  plantations,  near  the  wheat 
field  shore,  through  the  floating  city  of  junks,  under  the  won- 
derful bridge  that  has  braved  the  storms  of  China  for  a  thoo- 
aand  years,  until  we  touch  our  landing  place,  at  two  o^clock  in 
the  morning,  when  a  sepulchral  stillness  reigned  around  in  the 
soborbe  of  the  Yiceroy's  palace. 

Agiun  I  am  away  inland,  near  another  monster  city,  at  hours 
too  late  for  Chinamen  out  of  the  walls,  and  know  not  where 
to  go  ;  at  least,  after  the  boatmen  had  taken  us  through  lanes 
dismal  in  the  lantern's  shade,  up  dirty,  ragged,  stone  fenced 
streets,  down  in  deeper  arches  than  before,  only  to  go  up 
again  stone  steps,  one  above  the  other,  an  immense  height, 
when,  to  our  hearts  content,  at  last  we  find  familiar  faces — 
fiuBiliar  because  New  England  men  ;  for,  show  me  a  decent 
fdlow  anywhere  abroad  that  hails  from  home,  and  he  will  find 
it  very  difficult  to  make  me  a  stranger.  Foo-chow  at  last.  To- 
morrow, and  the  next  day,  and  the  next,  I  must  work  hard  to 
write  up  my  personal  observation  ;  but  no  more  to-day. 

I  am  astonished  to  find  Foo-chow  such  a  wonderful  place,  for 
it  WM  only  in  1853  that  it  was  introduced  to  us.  The  troubles 
at  OaotoOy  the  rebellion  at  Shanghae,  opened  up  the  question 
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of  thfi  third  trefttyport ;  and  we  are  indebted  ta  tfas  ffliLnryiw 
of  the  Ameri4!aa  meFRhanta  for  being  firat  upon  tiift  igotu 
Sr^ut^iy  three  jeais  have  gone,  and  yet  look  at  its  iiiiiiiMiim 
rommerr^.  Already  this  year  26,000,000  lbs.  of  1a&  bm  bam 
iihipped,  and  the  merchanta  hem  anticipate  that  tiie  6nL  of  tils 
»%aRon  will  nhow  a  total  export  of  36,000,000  Qm.  StetiBtaai 
fihoald  not  he  thrown  ande  on  accoont  of  bdng  dtj,  (far  msff- 
<^antile  men  are  fond  of  what  tonziBtB  nject,.  so  joa  mart  panbrn 
me  for  addinfr  a  page  of  Foo-diow  commsrcer  wfaick  wiU  gm 
yon  a  better  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  port  Aao.  aniythiDg 
eiae  that  I  may  write. 

A  few  atatiatica  on  the  exports  of  Voodtew-bo : — 

ixpoBTS  fwiy%  roo-cHow. 

1%  riff  ntiimm 

9<Mna  I.i>*-t,  10  Te««I«,  Dm 5^a;i»0 

SUtMoa  l3^S4-3,  35  TevKla,  Ebs 2J),*J3,i)0O 

3«Moa  lj56-«).  iO  TMMla,  (July  to  Jen.,)  lbs I5^}IJS0O 

S<MMi  I.^g3--ft,    S  ▼<M«ifl,  lbs iJS«,flOO 

d<Moa  l4r>|-^  la  TMMk,  Lb* &,dWVMK> 

$i«Mna  I.<vS>-4,  U  v^iftttk,  .J'olj  to  JaiLj  lbs 8;&lA>iK> 

:V1s»<.^— iieaaoa  180^-4,  ab<Mxt  360,000  povods  of  tea  wen 
exported  cocMtwise. 

Season  Is^^b,  two  Teatek  weie  despaldMd  to  AjBBtfalla, 
taking  50i>/K>0  poumdj  of  tea,  and  three  Teaaek  out  of  the 
thirty-five  t/>  Kn^Iaod  went  to  the  Coothient,  taking  1,140,000 
ponmlA  of  tea. 

H^dAom  1  ?$5#>-f^  three  Teeeb  hare  been  despatched  to  Aos- 
tfAtia.  KniimhUrfl  carj^oes,  700,000  pofokbL  To  tbe  Continent 
two  t^vtIa  have  been  despatched,  taking  aboot  400,000,  and 
eoa«tW(jie,  n^rly  ]  ,000,000  has  been  sent  dnriiu^  the  aeason. 

The  f  famborg  ship  Alma  Olga  was  the  first  ship  that  left 
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Foo-chow  with  teas  for  a  foreign  part.  She  left  19th  of 
Ai^Qsiy  1853.  The  Americaa  ship  Tsar  followed  her  on  the 
27th  of  Aogosty  both  boond  for  London.  The  last  named 
arrired  first. 

The  ship  Honqna  was  the  first  ship  to  the  United  States. 
She  kft  Janoary  16, 1854,  and  was  followed  by  the  ship  Orien- 
tal, on  the  22nd  of  February,  and  was  lost  in  Kin-pai  pass, 
25th  of  same  month.  Black  teas  are  the  principal  exports 
from  here. 

There  are  some  fifty  foreign  residents  here,  merchants,  officials 
and  missionaries.  Only  three  or  four  ladies,  howcTer,  ornament 
this  small  community,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  and  hence  the  utter 
isolation  of  a  ^aveler  when  he  has  done  up  the  sigh's  ;  com- 
merce and  conmiissions  may  keep  a  man  here  for  some  time, 
and  officials  may  be  kept  aliTe  by  the  cares  of  government, 
while  the  messengers  of  the  sacred  mission  in  duty  bound  find 
contentment  in  remaining ;  but  as  for  me,  who  have  no  such 
cares  on  the  China  border,  give  me  any  place  on  the  world's 
face  to  reside  in  but  Foo-chow.  Pleasant  and  most  agreeable, 
hoq>itable  and  ever  kind  were  those  whose  acquaintance  I  am 
glad  to  make,  yet  I  would  rather  live  elsewhere.  I  cannot  be 
a  hermit — ^more  active  life— I  must  see  something  of  the  world 
— ^books  and  pictures  will  do  for  a  while— love  in  a  cottage 
may  amuse  for  a  season,  but  give  me  the  intellectual  society  of 
hondreds  of  fellow  countrymen,  instead  of  units.  I  like  Foo- 
dkow  for  its  energetic  youth,  but  could  not  live  there.  I  have 
always  had  a  holy  horror  of  bemg  buried  alive,  and  certainly  I 
know  of  no  other  place  that  seems  so  far  away,  for  there  is  no 
iteam  mail,  and  you  get  your  letters  only  by  chance.  But 
I  am  again  too  fast ;  I  have  not  told  what  I  have  seen,  and 
riioold  reaenre  my  conmients  for  the  latest  sheet 
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My  first  expedition  was  through  tke  dtj,  and  it  was  one  that 
will  not  soon  leave  the  note  books  of  the  memorj.  Chairs 
were  ordered,  gnides  famished,  hinch  prepared,  and  at  ten  fonr 
representatiyes  of  Yoong  America  started  on  the  toor.  And 
what  straDge  scenes  we  saw.  The  changes  more  n^id  than 
the  minutes,  but  each  new  feature  instmctiYe  and  giying  room 
for  contemplation  ;  narrow  streets  obliged  the  Indian  style  of 
single  file,  and  CTen  then  it  was  difficult  to  get  along.  The 
shouts  of  your  coolies  to  clear  the  road  comm^ioe  at  the  pomt 
of  departure  and  cease  only  when  yon  return,  and  yon  are  for- 
tunate if  the  sound  does  not  haunt  you  for  a  week.  It  is  con- 
tinuous, monotonous,  tiresome.  We  must  hare  been  carried 
several  miles  in  this  way  before  we  reached  the  outer  gate  of 
the  city  ;  the  most  intricate  part  of  our  journey  was  over  that 
wonderful  piece  of  Chinese  masonry,  the  mammoth  bridge  of 
Waw-show. 

The  first  part  of  the  bridge,  from  the  south  side  to  the 
island  of  Chang-chow,  consists  of  nine  stone  arches,  and  is  only 
some  330  feet  long,  by  12  wide.  Here  we  came  to  the  popu- 
lous island  mentioned,  which  is  perfectly  macadamized  with 
low,  black  roofed  Chinese  buildings,  and  is  about  800  feet  wide, 
I  should  judge,  as  we  were  passed  through  the  principal  streets. 
Here,  again,  we  continued  our  way  across  another  portion  of 
this  heavy  piece  of  granite  work,  to  the  suburbs  of  the  city, 
called  Nau-tae,  a  distance  of  some  1,300  feet  more.  But  I  be- 
lieve the  upper  bridge  on  the  western  side  is  11,000  feet. 

It  was  almost  impossible  to  crowd  through  the  masses  of 
people  pushing  their  way  along,  for  the  natives  have  so  en- 
croached on  the  pathway,  little  by  little — first  a  pancake  stand, 
and  then  a  bamboo  cover — till  they  finally  get  a  decent  sized 
shop,  where  they  trade,  sleep  and  have  their  being  ;  and  thus 
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reducing  a  bridge,  narrow  and  inconyenient  in  the  first  place, 
to  aboat  eight  feet  in  width.  In  this  small  space  we  had  to 
find  a  path  through  a  mass  of  travelers  more  dense  than  Bos- 
ton Ck)mmon  on  the  evening  of  the  Fonrth.  Twice  my  chair 
came  near  gcnng  over  the  bridge,  and  once  I  was  held  bodily 
OTer  the  tombling  waters  below,  for  over  a  minnte,  so  as  to  let 
an  immense  cortege,  with  a  Chinese  mandarin,  go  hj.  The 
bridge  is  old  with  age,  bat  strong  as  petrified  rock  ;  and  bow 
the  architect  raised  the  immense  stones  to  their  resting  place, 
with  the  simple  machinery  of  China,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  nnder- 
stand.  Like  the  Dmdical  altars  at  Anglesea,  and  the  master- 
work  of  England's  great  engineer  over  the  Menae,  the  Foo- 
chow  bridges  will  astonish  all  who  witness  them.  Nothing 
strikes  the  stranger's  mind  more  forcibly  than  the  energetic, 
never  tiring  industry  of  the  Chinese.  All  seem  to  be  hard  at 
work — even  the  beggars  perspire  with  their  continued  calls  for 
cash.  Each  profession  by  itself,  and  every  man  in  his  place,  so 
busy  at  work,  many  of  the  operatives  do  not  raise  their  heads 
to  see  the  chair  of  the  "  Western  devil."  Go  through  a  thickly 
settled  street,  among  the  mechanics  at  Paris,  London  or  New 
York,  and  everything  you  see  done  there  you  will  find  being 
ezecoted  in  China,  only  with  simpler  utensils,  and  in  a  slower 
manner,  but  with  great  perfection.  The  pawnbrokers  are  most 
systematic  in  their  dealings,  and  squeeze  their  customers  with 
the  avaricious  perseverance  of  a  Jew,  while  the  private  bank- 
ing establishments  are  conducted  on  the  European  principle. 
Although  coolies  lure  passing  to  and  from  the  banks  with  cash, 
the  currency  most  in  use  for  small  amounts  is  paper,  signed  and 
coontersigned  with  remarkable  perfection  and  ingenuity.  I 
don't  think  much  is  lost  by  forgery.    Tou  see  about  as  much 
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<mX  <d  ibt  at  J  M  in — tkt  mmt  Aapg,  trndoBaiy  aad  adzre 
ftff  of  ererf  d»j  lile. 

Tbe  waili  of  tiie  dtj  are  lOMe  ikktj  feet  m  ke^gkt,  a^  ex- 
peuMTdj  onaiBeotod  aT<er  the  aefenl  gatevmj%  afl  of  wUcb 
ate  cDnpoani  of  giaaite  fonzidalMMi,  iniihrd  off  with  bock. 
Tbete  walk  are  lOMe ei^t  miles  ia  liiiamfinaii  aad  there  are 
arrea  gatea  lor  eotnuioe. 

The  flKiet  pronuiient  public  boildiiigs  are  the  IVeasnry  De- 
partaieoty  and  tbe  hooKs  (or  sawmms)  of  the  Tarioos  oflkials ; 
the  Confodao  temple — destroyed  soiae  tinie  sinee  bj  fire ;  tbe 
temples  d  tbe  ''God  of  War,"  the  "  Goddeas  of  Meicj,"  tbe 
resideDce  of  the  Yiceroj,  and  the  college,  jail,  Ac  Tbe  Yke- 
roj's  palace  bardl j  deserves  tbe  name  ;  bat  like  ail  their  pablic 
resideoces,  thej  seem  boilt  more  for  tinsel  and  show  than  sob- 
stantialitj  and  comfort 

While  passing  along  one  of  the  widest  streets  we  suddenly 
saw  a  great  commotion  among  the  dtisens,  and  a  most  abmpt 
dumping  of  my  chair  immediately  after  ;  then  came  bands  of 
Chinese  muHic,  officers  of  State,  on  little,  loi^  haired,  dirtj 
white  ponies,  with  pikes  and  shields,  followed  by  a  companj  of 
infantry,  one  upon  another,  in  splendid  confiision  ;  and  jost  at 
this  moment  my  coolie  got  another  crack  over  the  head  with  a 
bamboo  for  l>eing  too  anxious  to  view  the  pompous  mandarin  ; 
others  came  pouring  on — musidans  and  g^oards — and  soon  some 
well  dressed  chair  bearers  ;  and  then  it  was  that  I  discovered 
the  cause  of  this  immense  assemblage,  and  why  I  had  been  so 
grossly  insulted  by  having  mj  chair  thrown  into  the  mud — for 
I  was  Just  then  in  tbe  presence  of  lus  most  royal  and  noble 
Excellency  the  Tartar  General  of  tbe  Province  and  country 
round  about. 

More  of  his  attaches  followed,  and  everything  was  again  quiet 
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On  menttoniog  this  circnmstance  on  inj  return  to  the  British 
Consol,  he  said  it  was  most  annsnal  to  meet  the  great  officer 
away  from  his  palace,  but  that  his  want  of  conrtesy  only  tends 
to  show  the  still  hostile  feeling  which  the  Mandarins,  not  imme- 
diately interested,  have  against  foreigners.  I  also  have  been 
told  that  the  prefect  has  sent  two  or  three  most  insolting  notes 
to  her  Majesty's  representative.  Save  that  unceremonious  recep- 
tion, we  met  with  no  hard  treatment  from  the  dense  crowi  that 
followed  us  through  the  palace  yard,  where  we  were  obliged  to 
leave  our  chairs,  through  Cunosity  street,  one  of  the  widest  in 
the  city.  The  Tartar  general  was  completely  wrapt  in  furs, 
and  as  he  was  paraded  past  looked  down  upon  us  with  the  great- 
est possible  contempt. 

We  examined  in  Curiosity  street  the  whole  assortment  of 
bronze  and  stone  ornaments,  and  saw  many  beautiful  specimens 
of  ivory  carving,  wood  work  and  tortoise  shell  ;  all  of  which 
■bow  patience,  plodding  and  ingenuity  remarkable,  for  each 
specimen  is  made  with  the  simplest  machinery.  My  companion 
made  some  purchases  of  bronze,  but  I  was  more  amused  with 
some  lacquered  ware  that  was  on  exhibition  in  one  of  the  shops, 
and  purchased  eighty  dollars  worth  of  little  boxes  (exquisitely 
ornamented,  entirely  made  of  lacquer,)  and  a  beautiful  lady's 
dressing  case,  with  more  compartments  than  cells  in  a  honey- 
eomb.  These  presents  for  home  are  most  valuable  because  so 
rare  ;  only  one  individual  in  the  empire  possesses  the  secret,  and 
Foo-chow  is  the  only  place  where  it  can  be  bought,  hence  tlie 
eoonnoos  prices  which  are  charged  ;  for  all  that  he  manufac- 
tures that  is  not  sold  to  foreigners,  is  taken  at  the  imperial 
palace  at  Pekin,  which  accounts  for  the  independence  of  the 
artist— no  rival  in  his  Japanese  skill,  and  an  Emperor  and  Em- 
for  patrons  !     Save  in  that  wonderful  ware,  I  think  that 
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Cliu-  4S::>  ^)m.  disaiiiwarec  m  nearchiiig  sboat  that  old  citj, 
ikiiua.  iiumikir  siinu  liOi;  HOI*  souk,  ud  if  the  sobnrtis  are  also 
iiwtuuu*4«  ]v>!«iiiir}  &  luilluiL.  Bm  in  ^iviae:  a  descnpiaan  of  what 
1  a^v  u.  i\iuau:iuit.  ym:  msj  jndcr  of  mj  a^flrienoe  to-day. 
Xa  umi  die.  iKi;  admi;  nf  n^j  iroiiur  over  xbf  gixwDds  of  the  old 
]RSUAL  r^nismuiU,  ia?m:<r\^  &l  oil  mvaxasuaj  of  much  antiquity 
4Aiul  nmsv^uiur.  uiixtns:;  rrnii:  liui^  siK  uu  rk-w  of  ihe  city  is 
ui.^  itTiHiium.  ^AiuiiC  i'lic  1  iimG  uh-  &!-  fuDcd  zaonasiefT  of 
i '«ie^!Uuu.  sriu«-!^c  iiiwuc  I  *iH'  JMC  MiOFt  ihc  cstr,  commaDding 
i  IA1.VL  mtivb^u*^  vis^v  (ti:  ]iuh>^  firoimd.  I^  qxudxit  beU  and 
iuiuiri2:c  ^4ui£  ^iiL'i  i»r:  sninL  i»T  lilt  TrasSf— lihe  aDdent  relic 
a  iU.tuwi — a  TUu»:  >  4^:1  -  t^  inL  ictsssL  sud  to  be  fire  hnn- 
*r-x  'Vii.'^  a  ji£^.  *  ii."  i^tv  iL  4  nact.  Wjit  inrer  xudk  four 
aiuav'>  <.uu;  «uc  ¥  i«/  i«x)&!'  ii  sgiimidii.  raudiiica  for  a  man  vho 
;'jJ3>  ii.vjui^.  «[iu.  juk>  ]«»:u  isi.r\'iuc  iimaait*  fee  oexXErks.  The 
-^^.u*.  .i"  lAji?:  i^a  v-Li,a  UK  rjv>i  iit^Utfrs^  5£<>i  frcm  the  hand. 
x^*^  Ui:  Kuz^^uaj*  ^im^'iuatniir  jtnmr-nu^Mr:Qs  fij-je  of  cosmme 
xiK  jii*aii*:t"^  ¥-,\u»;.  i\%.":  jJi.Ti'^  ?%*nUii  mf  iar  ht  timt :  but 
'11  •  ..li^:  «*«u«c  ii.c  jA^iii.*.  .i   .:.  jjiiutf  c^T  iraF  raix^iur,  else  I 

j:,j^  Ajjj.  l^^.il  i,  c-xxL  c-iisSw  3X!>Ma:;:&^2:«w  tItsk  azii  r^'dtpftg  cam 
i. :  /  UkTr*  ;fc§^vaii*^i  :ie  3^,xj.i-,*ji  i»T«  jeft  sieir  ami  is  a  sioce 

orer  ics  wocDi^fi:^^!   rcwat?  aai  gaueriesv  aoi  in  ssadyiiur  the 
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strange  designs  on  the  two  wonderful  colamns  of  granite,  built 
by  sabscription,  and  costing  them  two  almas — $10,000 — wluch, 
when  yon  bear  in  mind  the  cheapness  of  Chinese  labor,  will  give 
yoa  the  best  idea  of  this  remarkable  instance  of  Chinese  sculp- 
ture. 


CHAPTER   XIV. 

Macao,  Feh.  5, 1866. 

Navigation  in  the  Chinese  Seas — ^Ilie  Horns  of  a  Dilemma— Macao— lis 
Former  Magnificence  and  Present  Desolate  Aspect— Camoens— Coolie 
Store  Houses — Chinese  Sense  of  Commercial  Honor — ^The  Bogue  Forts 
— Canton — ^The  Foreign  Cemetery — ^Trade  at  Hong  Kong,  Ac,  Ae, 

We  duly  arrived  at  Hong  Eong  in  two  and  a  half  days  from 
Foo-chow-foo,  in  time  to  see  the  Siamese  tribate  ship,  call  upon 
several  of  the  merchants,  write  a  chapter  on  Hong  Kong,  which 
I  mailed  by  the  Madras — and  take  oar  passage  in  the  Spark 
for  this  port.  We  started,  but  it  was  only  a  start — the  miser- 
able little  screw  boat  reminded  me  of  the  time  that  I  made 
myself  a  martyr  to  humanity  and  the  underwriters,  when  taking 
oflF  the  shipwrecked  crew  of  the  Boston  clipper  Whistler,  on 
King's  Islaud,  last  June — for  she  was  bad  enough  in  smooth 
weather,  and  being  out  of  order  was  bound  over  to  repair  her 
rotten  machinery.  We  had  not  been  out  an  hour  and  a  half 
before  it  began  to  blow  a  small  typhoon,  and  the  motion  of  our 
boat  was  neither  horizontal  nor  perpendicular,  but  when  the 
two  were  given  to  find  the  base  and  hypothenuse — if  I  may 
use  a  geometrical  comparison — it  soon  became  evident  that  we 
must  anchor,  and  at  twelve  o'clock,  midnight,  we  made  fast 
under  the  shade  of  the  piratical  island  of  Lantoa.  Here  was 
a  predicament — a  lee  shore,  a  pirate  village,  an  s^proaching 
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tji^ooD  and  a  boat  leaking — I  don't  know  how  many  handred 
strokes  the  hoor.  At  this  nnsatisfactory  point  the  steward  at 
one  door  informed  as  that  onr  grab  locker  was  empty,  jast  as 
the  engineer  entered  at  the  other  to  say  that  the  coal  was 
nearly  oat ;  while  the  captain  discovered  that  we  had  lost  oar 
tiller.     Pleasant^  wasn't  it  ? 

Oar  position  was  by  no  means  safe — for  the  wind  was  blow- 
ing wild  cats  and  the  anchorage  none  too  good — shortly  after 
two  o'clock  it  was  cahner,  which  jastified  the  captain  in  making 
another  start,  bat  only  to  retnm  again  in  two  hoars  time,  the 
pomps  all  the  time  going  at  fall  speed,  and  the  steamer  in  the 
the  greatest  possible  danger.  One  of  onr  party,  not  one  of  the 
reformed,  asked  for  a  glass  of  water,  there  was  none ;  are  there 
any  blankets?  for  the  cabin  was  very  cold.  No — ^we  mast 
make  the  most  of  the  night  as  we  best  coald.  At  last  I  got  to 
sle^  and  there  came  snch  a  sacoession  of  strange  nnacconnt- 
aUe  noises,  I  positively  think  the  infernal  boat  was  hannted, 
for  no  one  coald  find  from  whence  they  came.  Coald  any  one 
have  told  me  whether  the  boat  woald  go  ap  or  down,  it  woald 
have  been  mcfte  satisfactory,  bat  the  glorioas  ancertainty  was 
particolarly  anpleasant.  In  the  morning  two  snspicioas  looking 
jonks  anchored  jast  off  the  island — shortly  another,  and  before 
noon  two  more,  all  apparently  waitmg  for  the  boat  to  go 
■shore,  for  the  news  oi  a  disabled  craft  goes  like  a  prairie  fire 
over  the  robber  haonts.  In  the  afternoon  the  weather  moder- 
ated, and  by  the  blessbg  of  Providence  we  managed  to  get 
the  crippled  boat  back  to  Hong  Kong.  This  is  the  well  known 
boat  that  has  made,  daring  the  past  year  or  two,  a  ^  of  dol- 
lars for  the  owner,  whose  ban  kamme,  hail-fellow  style  of  doing 
things  has  made  him  many  Mends.  Bat  now,  as  the  steamer 
hat  done  ao  well,  I  think  the  *'  spark"  should  be  eztingalshed. 
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The  next  momiDg,  with  a  calm  sea,  we  were  more  saooessfiil, 
and  at  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  reached  onr  landing  place  on  the 
Praya  Grande,  the  celebrated  promenade  to  the  quaint  old  set- 
tlement of  the  earlj  Portagaese  kings — ^Macao. 

Once  the  most  important  maritime  port  in  Eastern  Asia,  one 
hundred  and  fiftj-two  years  ago,  the  richest  settlement  in  this 
part  of  the  world,  even  during  the  English  war — ^Macao  was 
the  chief  port  of  trade  for  the  merchants  of  all  nations.  Its 
present  population  will  not  exceed  30,000,  about  a  sixth  of 
which  only  are  Portuguese ;  the  others  are  half  castes  and  na> 
tives  of  China.  At  present  there  lure  a  few  English  and  oilier 
officials  in  the  town — Dr.  Parker  among  the  rest^-but^  sare 
these  few,  the  place  to  me  was  more  cheerless  than  an  Ejgyptian 
desert. 

In  company  with  our  party  I  wandered  about  this  ancient 
relic  of  gaiety  and  splendor  now  a  disjointed  collection  <^  desert- 
ed palaces — ^haggard  boat-women,  whose  beauty  disappeared 
with  their  youth — ugly  dames,  of  Portuguese  descent^  their  faces 
hid  in  that  most  unbecoming  garment  (not  a  mantilla,  but  I  for- 
get its  proper  name,)  a  calico  handkerchief  pinned  under  the 
chin,  giving  them  a  monkish  sulkiness.  None  had  any  preten- 
sions to  beauty.  Long,  narrow  alleys,  dark  and  ^oomy  ;  de- 
caying cathedrals  and  public  buildings  dropping  away;  bat 
one  old  church,  the  front  of  which  only  was  standing,  was 
very  beautiful — a  noble  relic  of  the  architecture  <^  earlier  dayi^ 
Forts,  with  bristling  cannon  on  every  side,  that  one  war  Bteaa- 
er  could  blow  in  the  air ;  walks,  parades,  gardens,  all.defttced 
under  the  corroding  hand  of  time.  I  saw  all  these  and  mora^ 
that  told  of  what  had  been,  but  not  what  is.  The  exiled  poet^ 
last  home  was  my  next  resort — the  banished  scholar,  who  made 
himself  immortal  in  his  banishment — ^for  who  can  read  tbatbeao- 
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tiful  compodtioD,  the  "  Ladad,''  without  beiug  reminded  of  the 
romantic  history  of  Cameons. 

To  me  the  old  palace  garden,  covering  so  many  acres  of  still 
blooming  flowers  and  foliage,  with  paths  winding  through  quaint 
orbors  and  huge  stone  caves — more  solid  than  the  artificial  ruins 
of  Bolton  Abbey,  at  Ohatsworth — was  the  most  interesting  part 
of  my  tour.  Why  dont  the  merchants  of  Canton  buy  it  for  a 
club-house  ?  I  was  never  tired  of  roaming  over  the  grounds,  but 
did  not  remain  soliloquizing  long  over  the  iron-walled  monument 
of  the  poet,  who  lived  and  died  before  Shakspere's  time.  I  did 
not  expect  to  find  such  old  magnificence  ;  but  ruins  of  ages  past 
do  not,  at  such  distance  from  Christian  lands,  increase  my  love 
of  decay.  From  the  top  of  one  of  the  mammoth  stone  arbors  we 
have  a  fine  view  of  the  old  town,  the  inner  and  the  outer  harbor 
— the  former  stocked  with  junks  and  lorchas  belonging  to  the 
place  ;  the  early  income  of  the  latter,  in  freights  alone,  is  said 
to  be  $150,000.  We  saw  the  islands  round  about — our  steamer 
coaling  from  the  quay — and  were  glad  to  witness  scenery  as 
rouuuitic  as  it  was  novel.  Looking  down  upon  the  Chinese  part 
of  the  town,  I  saw  a  large  castellated  building,  the  court-yard 
of  which  was  crowded  with  human  beings,  dressed  in  white. 
My  corioeity  was  excited.  Was  it  a  hospital  ?  No.  A  lunatic 
laylom  1  No.  What  could  it  be — a  jail,  a  charity  school,  or 
what  7  No  one  could  tell.  We  searched  and  searched,  but  could 
not  make  the  people  understand  our  wants  ;  first  on  one  side, 
theo  the  other,  and  finally  we  got  a  boat,  and  rowed  round  to 
the  portcullis,  but  even  there  was  no  admittance.  Inquiry  only 
Bade  ofl  more  curious,  but  not  more  succesful,  till  at  last  a 
friend  in  need  relieved  us  of  suspense,  and  told  us  that  of  course 
BO  one  wms  permitted  to  enter — ^it  was  a  private  institution — 
being  nothing  more  than  the  place  where  a  princely  merchant 
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here  stows  away  his  coolies,  when  they  are  canght  in  the  coon- 
try,  and  kept  there  till  they  are  ready  for  shipment.  When  I 
saw  them  from  the  garden  highlands  it  was  probably  feeding 
time.  At  Whampoa  they  nse  a  hnlk  for  the  purpose,  I  under- 
stand. Poor  devils — how  little  they  know  what  is  to  be  their 
fatel 

We  came  back  through  the  Chinese  town,  where  with  rest- 
less activity  mechanics  were  working  at  their  respective  trades, 
shopmen  were  doing  a  thriving  business,  while  barbers  never 
were  busier — music  and  dancing,  with  the  sing  song  artists, 
never  more  enthusiastic — and  the  pawnbrokers  were  crowded 
to  suffocation — for  to-morrow  is  the  Chinaman's  new  year,  and 
hence  the  unusual  bustle  and  excitement  in  the  town — for 
before  midnight  all  accounts  must  be  squared,  all  books  balanc- 
ed, all  bills  paid,  and  debter  and  creditor  must  meet  as  friends 
for  it  is  the  custom  of  China  to  close  up  the  papers  and  make 
a  clean  breast  of  finance  matters  at  the  commencement  of  every 
new  year.  On  every  turn  I  see  anxious  faces,  and  men  rushing 
with  some  little  trinket  to  the  Shylock's  den,  in  order  to  raise  a 
little  more  cash.  There  are  many  who  know  not  what  to  do, 
for  ilieir  pockets  are  empty,  and  their  debts  unpaid,  and  some- 
thing must  be  done  before  the  clock  strikes  twelve,  or  else  they 
are  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  their  countrymen.  Some  bear  the 
features  of  desperation  on  their  faces — and  hence  robbery  or 
murder,  perhaps  suicide,  ere  the  bell  tolls  the  fatal  hour.  For 
^tis  no  unusual  thing  to  resort  to  violent  measures  if  all  else  fails 
and  bills  unpaid.  What  a  strange  custom  ;  and  yet  it  is  uni- 
versally followed  from  the  sea  coast  to  the  limits  of  Tartary. 
If  Western  nations  balanced  accounts  as  often,  there  woald  be 
less  rottenness  in  finance  and  more  honesty  in  commerce.    Here, 
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ift  leasts  the  idol  worshipper  teaches  a  lesson  it  were  well  if  we 
would  team. 

I  hare  seen  Macao,  but  do  not  like  it  It  may  be  pleasant 
as  a  gammer  retreat,  for  there  is  a  fine  bathing  beach  near  the 
Parsee  borial  ground,  which  looks  towards  the  East  Save  the 
natiTC  trade  commerce  has  forsaken  Macao,  and  Hong  Kong 
once  80  sickly,  is  now  the  favorite  settlement ;  and  restless  pro- 
gress marks  the  one,  when  old  age  in  its  slippery  pantaloon, 
sans  wealth  and  life,  almost,  tells  yon  of  the  other.  In  the 
warm  months  all  foreign  China  flock  to  Macao.  As  a  snnmier 
retreat,  many  of  the  merchants  have  houses  here,  one  of  which, 
if  in  Wan  or  State  street,  woold  make  a  millionaire  of  the  for- 
tonate  possessor  ;  but  here  they  are  hollow,  sepulchral,  cheer- 
less, they  lure  so  large  and  cold  ;  rooms  wider  than  a  dancing 
hall,  with  a  solitary  chair  in  the  centre,  aud  walls  so  thin  that 
the  least  whisper  at  one  end  rings  throughout  the  house.  I  went 
to  the  foreigner's  grave-ya  "d,  but  my  stay  was  brief,  for  it  made 
me  sad,  it  looked  so  dreary  and  so  cold.  Fellow  countrymen, 
old  and  young,  were  lying  side  by  side,  the  moss-grown  marble 
telling  of  age,  and  death,  and  merit.  Goyernors  and  subjects, 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  all  were  there,  crowding  each  other  for 
more  room,  for  the  burial  ground  is  full.  I  saw  the  grave  of 
young  Joseph  H.  Adams,  the  descendant  of  a  line  of  Presi- 
dent's— a  Lieutenant  of  the  Powhattan,  who  died  in  1853,  and 
many  more  from  the  same  expedition  buried  by  their  comrades. 
Gray  would  never  have  written  an  elegy  here — ^his  eloquence 
would  have  chilled  in  the  ink — the  atmosphere  is  so  damp. 

I  was  glad  to  get  away,  and  the  next  morning  we  again 
passed  the  Bogue  fort,  where  the  old  Admiral  of  the  Chinese 
fleet  boldly  met  his  death,  as  the  British  shot  rang  through  the 
juiks  in  1841.    Lin  firsts  and  Kishen  afterwards  gave  the 
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orders  of  the  Emperor ;  bat  it  did  no  good,  fior  ChiBA  was 
not  a  match  for  Yictoria's  navy.  Once  more  steamiog  up 
the  Bocca  tigris,  where  more  forts  pointed  cannon  at  a%  and 
leaving  Whampoa  behind,  we  are  again  <m  the  naval  battle 
field,  opposite  the  factory  gardois.  A  few  days  in  Canton, 
looking  over  that  hnge  pile  of  &natical  worship  and  Booze 
priests,  the  Honan  temple,  with  its  half  a  hundred  statues, 
emblematic  of  virtne  and  of  vice — its  sacred  josses  and  its 
sacred  pigs — I  don't  know  which  appeared  the  fattest — a  few 
days  more  in  Canton  hospitality,  and  ezcnrsions  to  the  celebrat> 
ed  private  gardens  of  the  Hong  merchants,  Honqna,  Pnntin- 
qua,  Seqna  and  several  others.  Bat  it  was  the  Chinaman's 
new  year,  and  all  was  still ;  every  shop  closed,  and  all  dressed 
in  holiday  garb  to  call  apon  his  neighbor,  and  be  called  upon  in 
return.  Fire  crackers,  cannon,  gongs,  bells  and  tom-toms, 
driving  one  crazy  at  all  hoars  of  the  day  and  night — a  never 
ceasing  Bedlam,  it  was  so  noisy.  Purchasing  quite  a  collection 
of  amoy  bracelets,  beautiful  sandal-wood  fans  and  card  cases, 
writing  desks  and  ornaments  of  ivory,  and  Chinese  presents 
iuDumerable  for  friends  at  home,  again  I  bid  good  bye  to  Can- 
ton, the  seat  of  foreign  commerce  for  over  a  century. 

But  I  have  written  of  Canton  before,  and  you  don't  want  to 
bear  the  story  again.  I  got  out  at  Whampoa  to  take  the 
steamer  Thistle  into  Hong  Kong  as  she  came  down  in  the  even- 
ing, but  unfortunately  for  us  there  was  no  "  down"  oa  the  thistle, 
and  we  had  to  go  back  to  Canton  in  a  sampan,  to  take  the 
early  morning  boat  However,  I  saw  the  harbors  of  Canton 
and  Whampoa,  and  was  satisfied.  Here  all  the  clippers  load, 
and  if  repairs  are  wanted,  Messrs.  Cooper's  dock  will  accom- 
modate the  largest  clipper  afloat  Other  docks  are  also  being 
finished,  and  two  or  three  steamboats  are  on  the  stocks,  but  the 


ANOTHER  FOREIGN   CEMETERY.  161 


mmchmerj  comee  from  home  or  England.  I  am  pleased  to  see 
so  much  go-ahead-ativeness,  for  the  docks  are  really  deserving 
of  every  credit.  Another  grave-yard — good  God,  what  a  place 
— worse  than  Macao  I  Why,  Macao  is  a  Mount  Anbnm  in 
comparison.  A  little  square  patch  of  stingy  soil  on  a  bleak 
and  dismal  hill  that  owns  bat  a  single  tree — flat  tombs,  no  en- 
doeores,  not  even  a  fence  ronnd  the  bnrial  place.  One  solitary 
monnment  points  to  the  final  home  of  onr  Minister,  Alexander 
Everett,  who,  in  1847,  was  bnried  by  those  who  loved  him 
while  living,  and  honor  lus  memory.  Yonng  Walker,  of  New 
York,  a  graduate  of  the  University  and  classmate  of  my  com- 
panion Gray,  captains  of  American  ships,  and  missionaries 
from  both  England  and  the  States,  masters  and  mates,  cooks 
and  sailors,  and  in  one  deep  grave  a  solitary  row  of  six  graves, 
whose  marble  tops  gives  the  names  of  six  young  Engh'shmen, 
who  were  killed  in  1847,  at  WongK:hu-kee,  by  the  Chinamen  ; 
their  bodies  were  (ound  mutilated,  but  none  knew  the  why  and 
wherefore  of  their  death  ;  all  side  by  side  in  an  unenclosed, 
uninviting,  inhospitable  pasture,  surrounded  by  the  paddy 
fields,  that  crowd  fairly  on  to  the  white  man's  grave.  The 
descendants  oi  Alfred  and  the  sons  of  Confucius  are  sleeping 
their  long  deep  on  the  barren  side  of  the  French  Island,  that 
does  not  even  boast  of  a  landing  place  to  the  cemetery.  The 
marble  stones  lure  black  with  rust  abready,  and  no  old  mortality 
to  re-letter  the  names.  A  few  more  years  the  bufEialo  and  the 
primitive  plough  will  make  a  small  addition  to  the  rice  field 
paddock.  Shame  on  the  foreigners  of  Canton  for  such  neglect ! 
Can  no  better  j^ace  be  provided  ? — for  it  is  a  dismal  abode  for 
the  last  resting  place  of  man.  Should  I  die  on  this  foreign 
shore,  throw  me  overboard— do  anything  but  bury  me  at 
WhampoA. 
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Late  at  night  we  reached  Hong  Kong,  where  joar  corres- 
pondent found  a  pamphlet,  published  bj  the  Melboome  pilots, 
which  has  jost  come  up  firom  Auttralia^  and  which  calls  Toung 
America  anything  but  a  gentlemen,  for  endeayoring  through  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  reduce  the  exorbitant  port  charges 
of  Port  Philip.  All  right — nothing  like  oppodtion  to  help  a 
man  along  the  rough  paths  of  life.  Ye  poor  benighted  men  I 
accept  your  apology. 

Small  pox  at  Manilla,  and  no  ship  going  over,  so  I  must  wait 
a  more  opportune  time  to  see  the  splendid  capital  of  the  East. 
I  am  disappointed,  for  I  wanted  to  go  there  and  see  something 
of  Spanish  manners  and  Spanish  life,  and  look  at  the  sugar  and 
rice  plantations,  and  the  Spanish  girls  as  they  make  the  cheroots, 
and  the  rope  walk — the  enterprise  of  a  fellow  countrymen,  a 
friend  of  mine,  from  Salem ;  but  I  must  give  it  up,  and  lose 
the  companionship  even  of  my  late  traveling  companion,  a  part- 
ner in  the  leading  American  house  there — a  jolly  good  fellow. 
My  regrets  go  with  hiuL  But  Manilla,  I  expect,  will  keep  for 
a  few  years  longer,  and  then  well  become  acquainted. 

Hong  Kong  is  as  busy  as  ever,  ships  arriving  and  ships  de- 
parting, and  I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  get  a  passage  to 
Calcutta  in  the  clipper  steamer  Fiery  Cross — Jardme's  opium 
despatch  boat — ^which  goes  through  to  Calcutta^  stopfung  at 
Singapore,  in  less  than  a  fortnight,  and  all  for  $864.  On  the 
30th  of  December  I  landed  in  China,  and  now,  on  the  14th  of 
February,  I  leave  it  again  behind  me,  having  sp^t  six  weeks 
of  restless  activity  at  Shanghae,  Fouchow,  Canton,  Macao  and 
Hong  Kong,  from  all  of  which  ports  I  have  sent  you  the  im- 
pressions of  a  fresh  man  in  China.  On  my  passage  down  you 
must  pardon  me  for  taxing  you  with  a  condoding  chapter  on 
China  and  its  people,  which  I  shall  mail  at  Calcutta. 


CHAPTER   XV. 

On  Boakd  arKAM  Ship  Fmr  Ciofls.      ) 
Bound  from  Singapore  to  Calcutta.  ) 

February  22,  1856. 

Booka  in  CShina — ^Discordancy  of  Views  in  Relation  to  its  Religious  Fa* 
tore — ffistory  of  the  Opium  Trade — ^Noble  Declaration  of  the  Em- 
peror— ^Interesting  Statistics  of  the  Trade— A  Practical  Subject  for 
Engliah  Philanthropy — ^Precept  and  Practice,  dkc 

I  HAYi  not  the  pleasure   of  knowing  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor 
Meadows,  bat  his  250  paged  book  on  China,  pablished  in  1847, 
was  one  of  the  first  works  that  fell  in  my  way  while  reading 
iqKm  the  Celestials,  and  a  more  unsatisfactory  volome,  after 
sneh  a  flourish  of  trumpets  in  the  preface,  I  have  not  found 
among  the  numerous  writers  on  the  country.     One  of  the  posi- 
tkMia  which  he  takes  is,  that  no  man  has  a  right  to  print  his 
TiewB  oi  a  country  unless  he  thoroughly  understands  its  lan- 
guage.    And  hence  he  giTes  us  a  dry  dissertation  on  the  pro- 
BODciation  of  words  as  uninteresting  to  the  body  of  readers  as 
it  is  egotistical.     Now,  I  must  admit  that  I  have  never  given 
that  attention  to  the  study  of  the  Cliiuese  langpiage  that  I  have 
to  my  commission  account,  and  having  been  only  six  weeks 
among  the  people  will  of  course  be  pardoned  for  losing  myself 
in  the  confusion  of  dialects  ;  yet  I  have,  nevertheless,  exercised 
the  priTilege  of  a  tourist  who  prefers  a  railway  carriage  to  a 
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stage  coach,  and  who,  while  he  does  not  hesitate  to  giTe  his 
0]>inion8  regarding  other's  writiiigs,  asks  no  faTor  for  his  own. 

Were  I  to  stop  in  China  as  manj  jears  as  I  hare  days,  I 
doabt  whether  I  should  distract  mj  mind  bj  pladsg  these  an- 
coath  characters  in  my  memory  ;  and  yet,  for  the  purposes  of 
commerce  and  literatm'e,  it  is  a  praiseworthy  study  for  those 
who  have  the  taste  and  time  to  devote  to  it  I  only  speak  of 
my  own  fancy  ;  and  being  desirions  to  sam  up,  in  a  concluding 
note,  the  substance  of  what  I  have  said  to  you  from  every  port 
I  have  visited — a  retrospective  look,  as  well  as  to  touch  on 
passing  events,  and  what  may  happen  before  three-quarters  of 
the  century  has  gone,  Mr.  Meadow's  admomtion  would  have 
stopped  me,  did  I  not  feel  in  relation  to  my  views  as  the  old 
lady  did  of  her  children,  that  they  were  very  homely,  to  be 
sure,  but  they  are  mine. 

Roaming  about  from  port  to  port  and  place  to  place,  as  I 
have  been,  since  my  departure  from  the  golden  lands  of  Aus- 
tralia, trying  to  add  another  chapter  to  my  little  stock  of 
knowledge,  I  make  a  practice  of  reading  the  several  publica- 
tions regarding  the  country  I  may  be  in,  so  that  I  may  fix 
more  forcibly  in  my  memory  many  things  that  one's  eye  sight 
fails  to  discover.  Hence,  everything  written  on  China  that  was 
in  my  reach  I  have  hastily  run  over,  and  form  my  opinion  on 
what  I  read  as  well  as  what  I  see  ;  but  it  so  hi4)pens  that  the 
more  I  read  the  more  I  get  confused,  and  the  more  I  converse 
on  the  subject  in  question,  the  less  I  seem  to  know  ;  for  the 
clashing  of  opinions  and  statements  in  the  books  are  almost  as 
confusing  as  the  contradictory  assertions  of  a  dinner  table  in- 
quiry. On  minor  things,  most  of  the  able  writers  agree,  but 
on  many  important  points  they  widely  differ.  Take  the  mis- 
sionary cause — one  man  argues  of  the  good  that  has  been  ac- 
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complished  ;  another  opposes  the  argament,  and  asks  for  facts 
instead  of  assertion.  One  writer  will  enter  into  a  lengthj 
essay  to  prove  that  Tai-ping^wang,  the  rebel  chief,  is  a  Chris- 
tian, while  his  friend  labors  eqnallj  hard  to  show  why  he  calls 
him  the  pirate  leader  of  the  age.  The  Bishop  of  Yictoria,  in 
an  able  article  in  the  Calcutta  Review,  discoorsed  most  entha- 
siastically,  in  1853,  regarding  the  natnre  of  the  present  rebel- 
lions— traces  their  origin,  tracks  their  progress,  and  jumps  at 
the  resolt — while  he  points  ont  as  ineritable  the  overthrow  of 
the  Mantchon  Tartar  dynasty,  and  the  consequent  universal  in- 
troduction of  the  Christian  religion  throughout  the  empire  of 
the  Celestials.  Dr.  Parker,  our  Commissioner,  and  most  of  the 
missionary  talent  of  the  several  ports  endorsed  these  views  ; 
while  the  merchants,  the  editors  of  the  China  journals,  the 
officials  (save  Sir  John  Bowring  and  a  few  more)  crossed 
swords  in  the  argument,  pointing  out  the  difference  between 
robbers  and  the  Divine  influence. 

The  same  contrast  may  be  seen  in  discussing  the  opium  trade. 
The  missionary  writers  see  the  certain  destruction  of  the  Asiatic 
races  in  the  increasing  consumption  of  this  Indian  poison — and 
that  their  Christain  labors  are  fruitless — their  exertions  fall  to 
the  ground,  so  long  as  the  drug  is  smuggled  into  the  country. 
Oftentimes  say  they,  and  certainly  with  some  degree  of  logic, 
we  are  asked  by  the  more  intelligent  of  the  Chinese,  "  why  do 
you  not  use  your  influence  with  your  own  countrymen  to  ob- 
serve our  laws,  instead  of  daily  breaking  them,  and  first  stop 
your  people  from  bringing  that  which  ruins  us  to  our  shores,  be- 
fore yoQ  come  among  us  to  change  our  hereditary  institutions 
for  your  strange  doctrines  f "  Certiunly  a  most  unanswerable 
fact  The  merchants,  on  the  other  hand,  most  of  whom  directly 
or  indirectlj  are  engaged  in  the  profits  of  the  drug,  shield 
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themselves  by  the  gin  palace  argument,  if  we  do  not  cany  oa 
the  trade,  the  Chinamen  and  Americans  wilL  ETen  now,  saj 
thej,  the  best  part  of  it  has  gone  into  the  hands  of  the  Parsees^ 
who  living  economically,  and  doing  basineas  for  nothing,  are 
taking  oar  bread  from  oar  months.  And,  again,  if  we  did  not 
bring  it  from  India,  the  Chinamen  having  once  g^t  a  taste  of 
it,  will  produce  it,  as  they  are  now  doing,  in  their  own  country. 
Once  more,  the  evil,  they  are  afraid,  is  greatly  exaggerated — 
even  the  missionaries  themselves  are  at  loggerheads.  Look  at 
the  seven  letters  on  the  opiam  trade,  published  in  the  British 
Banner,  last  May,  nnder  the  signature  of  a  "  Friend  of  China," 
where  they  assert  that  there  are  now  some  fifteen  millions  of 
opium  smokers,  and  at  least  a  million  souls  annually  added  to 
the  fearful  list,  while  Medhurst,  an  able  writer,  in  an  elaborate 
treatise  on  the  subject,  in  the  Shanghae  almanac  of  last  year, 
says,  that  two  to  three  millions,  at  the  most,  indulge  in  opium 
and  he  supports  his  position  by  figures.  The  latter  writer  has 
the  support  of  the  merchants,  and  they  consider  his  views  a  fahr 
exposition  of  the  question.  Dr.  Medhurst  is  one  of  the  oldest 
of  the  London  Mission  Society,  and  being  a  man  of  unmis- 
takable talent,  I  can  but  think  that  his  statement  is  the  cor- 
rect one,  more  especially  as  it  is  worked  out  with  such  collateral 
proof. 

While  on  this  question,  there  can  be  no  harm  in  briefly  tracing 
the  history  of  the  opium  trade,  firom  the  notes  which  I  have 
made  from  the  several  authors.  The  first  opium  which  the  Chi- 
nese got  a  taste  of  was  introduced  by  CoL  Watson  and  Yice 
President  Wheeler,  from  Bengal,  about  the  year  1700.  These 
gentlemen,  then,  may  be  considered  the  fathers  of  the  immense 
trade  which  forms  nearly  one-half  of  the  entire  foreign  commerce 
of  China.    During  the  next  half  century  the  import  did  not 
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exceed  200  chests  of  a  picul  each,  bat  in  the  year  176T — ^in 
Lord  Chatham's  day — ^it  reached  1,000  chests,  the  Portugaese 
banng  the  trade  entirely  to  themselves,  at  the  then  flourishing 
port  of  Macao.  Six  years  later,  that  indefatigable  body  of 
merchants,  the  East  India  Company  started  their  first  venture, 
and  owned  the  first  receiving  ship  near  Cumsingmoon.  The 
treasory  of  the  company  was  at  Canton,  and  the  proceeds  of 
the  armed  sbip  sent  out  from  Bengal  in  1781,  entirely  laden 
with  opium,  was  passed  to  the  credit  of  that  government.  The 
first  receiving  ship  at  Whampoa  was  about  the  period  of  Lord 
McCartney's  embassy  to  Pekin,  1794,  and  then  the  Chinamen 
began  to  enact  prohibitory  laws,  for  previous  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  century  it  was  admitted  at  the  China  Cus- 
tom House  as  a  medical  drug,  under  a  duty  equal  to  six  cents 
per  pound.  The  import  increased  gradually,  and  at  that  time 
(1800)  amounted  to  2,000  chests  ;  which  so  alarmed  the  Im- 
perial government,  a  stopper  was  at  once  put  on  in  the  shape  of 
its  entire  prohibition  as  an  article  of  sale  or  import,  and  no 
man  under  penalty  of  death  was  allowed  to  cultivate  the  poppy . 
in  his  Majesty*s  dominion.  These  laws  have  not  been  repealed, 
hot  the  government  has  never  been  able  to  execute  them. 

In  1809  the  Hong  merchants  gave  security  that  no  opium 
ihould  be  brought ;  but  notwithstanding  these  precautions  some 
5,000  chests  found  then:  way  through  Macao  and  Whampoa, 
in  1820  ;  and  the  next  year  the  Governor  of  Canton  was  dis- 
charged in  disgrace  for  remissness  of  duty  ;  more  stringent  acts 
obliged  the  merchants  to  resort  to  all  the  dodges  of  the  smug- 
gler, bribery,  arms  and  secresy.  Money  was  paid  the  merchant 
at  his  counting  house,  and  the  Chinese  purchaser,  with  boats 
irmed  to  the  teeth,  got  the  needful  from  out  of  the  storeships 
in  the  night  time.    Then  came  the  age  of  opium  clippers  and 
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FomaDtic  adyentares — ^the  time  of  great  risks  for  great  profits. 
About  the  time  of  Louis  Phillip's  debat  on  the  French  throne, 
other  edicts  were  proclaimed  year  after  year,  stronger  and 
stronger,  1831,  1832,  and  again  in  1834  the  Imperial  Cabinet 
then  drew  forth  their  proclamations  against  foreigners  for  bring>- 
ing  it,  and  Chinese  for  nsing  that  which  was  nndermining  all 
their  happiness  ;  and  yet  in  the  face  of  all  this  the  import  had 
80  multiplied,  that  in  1836,  35,000  chests  were  sold  in  China. 
We  have  now  reached  the  period  of  one  of  the  most  remark- 
able events  of  its  history.  The  ezcitmg  discussion  among  the 
chief  governors  and  ministers  of  the  Empire,  comprising  the 
most  talented  statesmen  of  the  land,  for  and  against  its  being 
a  legalized  trade  ;  but  its  opponents  were  too  strong  for  those 
who  recommended  it,  and  the  former  came  off  victorious,  whUe 
many  of  the  latter  were  disgraced  by  the  Emoeror  for  express- 
ing such  opinions. 

At  once  measures  were  taken  more  decided  than  anything 
before,  even  to  the  execution  of  those  who  were  engaged  in 
smuggling.  Foreign  merchants  engaged  in  the  traflSc  were 
notified  from  government  to  leave  the  country.  In  1848  a 
Chinaman  was  beheaded  at  Macao,  and  another  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  near  the  foreign  residences  at  Canton,  and 
shortly  after  another  Chinaman  was  executed  in  the  factory 
gardens — all  for  dealing  in  the  drug.  Some  others  inland  had 
their  lips  cut  off,  and  other  cruelties  were  resorted  to  in  order 
to  stop  the  use  of  it  in  the  kingdom,  and  yet  all  the  while  the 
opium  merchants  were  still  rolling  in  the  drug.  We  are  all  of 
us  more  familiar  with  its  history  since  then.  Extraordinary 
powers  were  given  to  the  celebrated  Commissioner,  Lin,  who 
arrived  in  Canton  in  March,  1839.  It  is  a  short  story  ;  Iin*8 
energy — letters  to  foreign  residents — ^bond  from  them  in  return. 
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swearing  thej  would  never  again  engage  in  it,  which  was  never 
kept,  the  seizare  of  23,283  chests  and  their  destruction  in  twenty 
dajSy  bj  lime  and  salt,  nearly  $10,000,000  in  value.  The  protests 
of  the  merchants,  the  activity  of  the  East  India  Company,  the 
arriTal  of  the  British  fleet — the  prowess  of  the  British  army  in 
the  far  famed  opiom  war,  where  millions  of  Chinese  were  sent 
to  meet  their  ancestors,  and  China  opened  np  to  foreign  com- 
merce by  the  treaty  of  Nankin,  in  1842.  This  war  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  settled  the  qnestion,  and  the  trade  has  gone  on  from 
200  chests,  in  1756,  to  70,000  or  80,000  in  1856 — ^from  one 
million  dollars  then  to  forty  million  dollars  now.  Bat  now 
there  is  little  said  about  it  in  the  Pekin  Gazette,  and  the  traffic 
still  moves  on.  The  late  Emperor,  when  again  asked  to  legal- 
ise the  trade  in  1844,  made  use  of  strong  language  in  his  re- 
markable reply — "  Tes,  I  cannot  prevent  the  introduction  of 
the  growing  poison ;  gain  seeking  and  corrupt  men  will,  for 
profit  and  sensuality,  defeat  my  wishes ;  but  nothing  will  in- 
duce me  to  derive  a  revenue  from  the  vice  and  misery  of  my 
people. 

Among  the  several  writers  who  have  taken  up  tbe  subject, 
none  seem  to  defend  it ;  all  unite  in  decrying  it ;  for,  morally, 
what  can  be  said  in  its  favor  f  When  speaking  of  its  evil 
effects,  some  of  the  literary  Chinamen  became  most  eloquent 
against  it  None  are  more  able  to  argue  and  strike  the  reason 
than  the  Chinese  scholar.  Read  that  wonderful  letter  of  that 
Jacobin  Robe^ierre — the  statesman  Lin — ^when  writing  to  the 
Queen,  in  which  he  says  :  "  To  seek  one's  own  advantages  by 
others  injury  is  abhorrent  to  man's  nature,  and  opposed  to  the 
ways  of  Heaven,''  and  using  many  arguments,  the  language  of 
which  Webster  or  Burke  would  not  have  blushed  at.  It  would 
be  amusing,  were  it  not  so  sad,  to  read  the  opinions  of  some  of 
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the  GoQghs  and  Hawkins  who  lectnre  on  the  effects  of  the  drag. 
Let  me  copj  a  pithy  paragraph  from  a  letter  of  February 
1854,  from  statements  made  bj  King^han,  a  distiDgoished 
scholar  of  Nankin,  in  1836  : — 

At  first,  the  smokers  of  opinm  merely  wish  to  follow  the  fash- 
ion of  the  day,  but  in  the  sequel  the  poison  takes  effect^  the 
habit  becomes  fixed,  the  sleeping  smokers  are  all  like  corpses — 
lean  and  haggard  as  demons.  Such  are  the  injuries  it  does  to 
life.  It  throws  whole  families  into  ruin,  dissipates  eveiy  kind 
of  property  and  destroys  man  himself.  There  cannot  be  a 
greater  evil  than  this.  In  comparison  with  aisenic  I  pro- 
nounce it  tenfold  the  greater  poison,  for  those  who  smoke  the 
drug  are  injured  in  many  ways.  It  exhausts  the  animal  qiirits^ 
hence  the  youth  who  smoke  shorten  their  days  ;  and  those  in 
middle  age  will  hasten  the  termination  of  their  years.  It  im- 
pedes the  regular  performance  of  business — ^it  wastes  the  flesh 
and  blood — flesh  is  gradually  worn  away  and  consumed  from  the 
robust  who  smoke,  and  their  skin  hangs  down  like  bags.  The 
faces  of  the  weak  who  smoke  are  black  and  cadaverous,  and  their 
bones  are  naked  as  billets  of  wood.  It  renders  the  perscm  ill 
favored,  mucus  flows  from  theur  nostrils  and  tears  from  their 
eyes — their  very  bodies  are  putrid  and  rotten.  It  promotes 
obscenity,  it  discovers  secrets,  it  violates  laws,  it  attacks  the 
vitals,  it  destroys  life — when  he  has  pawned  all  else  for  ogtam 
he  will  pawn  his  wife  and  seU  his  daughter. 

Powerful  language.  He  even  beats  PoUok  when  describing 
pleasure.  This  position,  I  imagine,  only  describes  the  delirium 
tremens  of  the  day.  Where  man  sells  his  bones  to  the  doctor 
and  his  soul  to  the  devil ;  another  of  their  learned  men  says, 
that  the  first  effect  is  not  felt,  but  after  a  little — 

The  constitution  gives  way,  the  interior  gradually  decays, 
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thouands  of  worms  and  maggots  gnaw  the  intestines  ;  their 
faces  become  discolored,  their  teeth  black,  their  appearance  like 
diarcoaly  their  shoolders  rise  to  their  ears,  their  necks  slink  in, 
their  throats  protrude,  and  their  whole  frame  is  hatefid  as  that 
of  a  ghost  or  devil ;  and,  in  fine,  they  continue  to  buy  their 
bane  nntil  death  oyertakes  them  in  the  act  of  taking  one  more 
pufL 

I  have  introduced  these  two  paragraphs  to  show  the  style  of 
eomposition,  and  what  arguments  were  laid  before  the  Emperor, 
when  the  discussion  was  at  its  height.  Nq  wonder  the  old  man 
stood  unnerved  at  the  appeal,  for  he  had  lost  a  son — a  favorite 
boy — who  smoked  himself  to  death.  If  he  could  not  keep  it 
out  of  the  Imperial  palace,  it  certainly  would  be  difficult  to 
ihnt  it  out  of  the  gates  of  the  empire. 

The  drain  of  silver  from  the  nation  during  the  last  thirty 
years,  had  there  been  no  teas,  or  silk  in  return,  would  have  been 
some  six  hundred  millions  of  dollars  I 

In  a  memorial  to  the  Emperor,  the  Chinese  show  the  annual 
drain  from  the  Imperial  treasury,  to  have  been  from 

1S29  to  1 881 $24,000,000 

18S1  to  1884 28,000,000 

18S4  to  1888 40,000,000 

and  even  if  the  former  was  exaggerated,  statistics  show  that  the 
latter  average  is  about  the  annual  outlay  at  the  present  time. 
The  question  of  whether  China  could  have  taken  more  cottons 
and  impcMls  from  England  or  ourselves  had  they  not  expended 
10  much  for  opium,  is  problematical. 

From  what  I  can  see  you  might  as  well  keep  back  the 
waves  of  the  sea  (which  Sydney  Smith,  when  he  first  intro- 
dooed  that  amiable  lady.  Dame  Partington,  to  the  world,  failed 
to  do,)  as  to  stop  the  use  of  opium.    When  segars  are  abolished 
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and  'obacco  :n  xaj  rbrm  is  aot  ased  as  a  stxmniaiit — when  in- 
'oxicaciiisr  -}eTeraire9  ^ire  awopt  from  the  races  of  the  earth — 
Then  smrerr  '.s  no  nore  and  rhe  vorid  as  pure  as  whea  created, 
the  jpiom  trade,  tbreiirn  and  domescic.  mnj  proye  abortiTe; 
-mt  uncii  then  I  loubt  if  all  the  books  whiuh  are  pablisheii,  ar- 
jmnencs  Tiiicu  are  advanced,  and  laws  which  are  enacted,  wQl 
-)o  the  means  of  keepinsr  opinm  oat  of  ChiniL  The  natires 
have  11)1  a  "astc  rbr  it :  and  if  they  cannot  set  it  from  India, 
tiiev  >!an  •^nidvace  It  in  any  i^nancity  in  their  own  empire.  Some 
<!()uudenii7  assen:  that  even  now  they-  prodnce  some  40,000 
ohesta  per  year  :  and  as  riie  love  of  it  mcreases.  m  ^te  of  the 
(r)venimenc.  they  will  ooncinne  to  raise  it  or  import  it  from 
tiiDse  Ttio  io.  The  East  India  Company  have  the  credit  of  all 
tin^  :n  if  miry,  but  io  lonff  as  they  condnne  to  ierire  $  IS,  000,000 
r» venue  per  annnm,  what  do  they  care  for  newspaper  sqnibs 
and  Buncom  editoriais  ?  Bat  China  does  not  take  it  fast 
enonirh.  for  even  now  they  have  and  are  establishins^  retail 
^iiops  over  the  Singapore  part  of  the  Indian  Empire,  and  the 
beaariful  rice  deids  and  fertile  lands  of  Hindostan  most  grive 
way  for  the  zrowth  -^f  the  poppy,  after  sufficient  have  been  left 
for  the  food  of  the  natioa.  As  a  qaestioa  of  broad  and  liberal 
philanthropy  Enirland  once  expended  some  $100,000,000  in 
aboiiahinsT  West  Indian  slaverr.  I  wonder  if  her  beneroleDce 
will  ever  reach  the  East  Indian  Continent  ?  Parliament  may 
con^der  it.     We  will  wait  a  little  longer. 

In  a  letter  from  Smgapore  I  think  I  allnded  to  the  rather 
startling  fact  that  almost  the  whole  revenae  of  that  island  of 
the  company's  was  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  license  to  the 
opinm  fanners — some  $200,000.  Take  the  traffic  away  from 
the  commerce  of  China,  and  some  of  those  beautiful  palaces 
where  the  merchant  so  hospitably  entertains  the  stranger,  wooM 


1 


FRICEFT  AND   PRACTICK.  163 


ba?e  to  close  their  doors.  Etcd  now  the  trade  is  not  what  it 
vas ;  fortunes  are  not  made  in  one  successful  operation,  as 
rears  ago.  Then,  most  every  roll  was  a  strike  ;  but  of  late 
jears  it  is  difficult  to  get  a  spare.  There's  no  use  of  abusing 
those  who  deal  in  it ;  jou  may  as  well  black-ball  the  rumseller. 
There's  not  so  much  difference  as  one  may  imagine.  Holland 
gin,  on  the  North  American  Indian,  or  Patua  or  Malwa  on  the 
Asiatic — each  carries  destruction  with  excess.  If  you  blame 
one,  blame  all — and  don't  save  your  correspondent,  for  Iiis  first 
foreign  ventore  was  a  shipment  of  four  tins  of  the  precious  stuff 
in  the  old  ship  Eliza  Warwick  to  China,  in  1846,  an  invoice  of 
aztj  dollars  squeezed  out  of  a  clerkship  salary  in  a  Boston 
firm,  and  if  those  who  now  trade  in  it  are  not  more  successful 
tiian  I  was,  they  will  never  make  their  fortunes,  for  it  almost 
made  me  bankrupt,  besides  gettmg  a  severe  rebuke  from  my 
oommander-in-chief  for  indulging  at  my  early  time  of  life  in  the 
opium  trade  I  I  think  it  only  justice  to  state  that  the  ship- 
ment would  have  been  more  successful  had  not  the  drug  en- 
tirely evaporated  before  it  reached  Canton. 


CHAPTER   XVI. 

Oh  Boabd  Stbambhip  F^iet  Obom,       ) 
Fkox  Sdsoapoix  to  Calcctta,  Feb.  24, 1S56.  ) 

The  Philosophy  of  Chinese  History — Hie  Lessons  which  it  Teaches— 
Secret  Political  Societies  in  the  Celestial  Empire — ^llieir  Objects  and 
Influence— The  War  of  Great  Britain  with  Oiina— Its  Benefits  to  the 
Commerce  of  the  World — Origin  of  the  Present  Rebellion — Its  TVns 
Causes  Explained — Christianity  Not  its  Mainspring,  as  is  Erroneously 
Supposed — Comparison  between  the  Romish  and  Protestant  Missiona* 
ries — Resemblance  between  the  Romish  and  ^udhist  Forms  of  Wor> 
ship — Extraordinary  Spread  of  Edacation  amongst  the  Chinese  Popu- 
lation— National  Characteristics,  Ac,  Ac 

Four  hundred  millions  of  human  beings,  whose  ancestral  his- 
tory shows  civilization  before  the  Western  world-- whose  wond- 
erful country  reaches  some  three  thousand  miles  from  north  to 
south,  and  two  thousand  miles  from  east  to  west,  covering  the 
broad  expanse  of  some  five  or  six  millions  of  square  miles,  of 
mountain  ranges,  and  fertile  valleys,  lakes  and  rivers — ^the 
immensity  of  which  is  a  source  of  astonishment  to  all  who  make 
the  inquiry  ;  whose  religion  is  older  than  the  Pope  or  the 
Protestant's  Bible,  coming  down  from  ages  before  Bhndah,  (the 
traditionary  prince  who  knew  every  language,  whose  virgin  wife 
pof^sessed  thirty-two  virtues,  and  lived  a  thousand  years  before 
our  Saviour's  time)  though  Confucius,  that  wonderfol  scholar, 
moralist  and  divine,  whose  light  commenced  to  shine  some  sU 
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centuries  before  the  Christian's  era,  and  whose  doctrines  have 
fband  their  way  into  more  temples,  households  and  hearts  than 
any  other  sage  or  imposter  that  ever  wrote  a  composition,  not 
forgetting  Mahomet,  through  Mencius  a  young  man  when  Confu- 
cius was  getting  gray,  whose  strange  habits  and  manners  are 
taught  the  rising  generation  of  the  West,  in  their  earliest  les- 
son at  school — whose  enormous  productions  of  teas  and  silks,  of 
porcelain  and  of  ivory,  of  cotton,  of  rice,  and  of  articles  of  orna- 
ment and  luxury,  more  than  suflScient  for  their  own  wants,  have 
done  so  mnch  of  late  years — the  former  two  particularly — for 
Anglo-Saxon  and  European  commerce — I  say  that  such  a 
wonderful  race,  equal  to  nearly  one-half  the  population  of  the 
world,  goyemed  by  one  head,  and  governed  far  better  than  some 
modem  nations,  scattered  over  a  country  whose  magnificent 
public  works  startle  the  beholder  into  admiration  for  their  very 
magnitude,  may  well  prove  the  subject  of  the  deepest  contem- 
plation. 

Any  one  who  has  been  even  at  the  outer  gate  of  such  an 
immense  Empire — termed,  in  the  flowery  language  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  of  the  **  Ten  Thousand  Kingdoms,  and  of  the  Four 
Seas  under  the  Heavens"  and  lived  and  moved,  even  for  a  short 
time,  with  them  and  among  them,  and  visited  some  of  theur 
chief  sea  coast  cities,  will  have  food  for  much  reflection.  The 
geogn^hical  picture  book  of  the  primary  school  makes  one 
funiliar  with  the  mammoth  border  wall,  now  twenty  centuries 
old — ^whieb,  however,  was  no  more  credit  to  the  Chinese  con- 
queror of  the  border  races  than  the  grand  canal — that  cele- 
brated work  made  by  millions  of  men,  and  costing  millions  of 
doOara— the  great  national  highway  of  the  Middle  Kingdom, 
was  creditable  to  its  originator  and  the  Mongol  monarch  who 
eonpleted  it    Each  astonish,  both  captivate  the  mind,  for  their 
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Terj  greatnesa.  A  thoosaod  years  ago  oar  own  ancestors,  be- 
fore Alfred,  could  not  boast  soch  dnlization  as  the  natives  of 
Asiatic  China.  Efen  in  the  thirteenth  centory  feudal  England 
and  enlightened  Earoi)e  landed  at  the  glaring  statements  of  the 
great  merchant  navigator,  Marco  Polo,  when  he  returned  from 
his  long  residence  in  the  imperial  dominions ;  and  even  later 
the  same  wise  men  would  not  give  credence  to  the  wild  stories 
of  the  sailor  son  of  the  great  Venetian  discovers. 

This  was  an  important  time  in  the  history  of  the  nation,  for 
it  was  about  the  coomiencement  of  the  Ming  dynasty,  which  for 
three  eenturies — from  1368  to  1644 — enriched  the  Empire  with 
those  great  sea  walls,  so  massive  and  so  strong ;  and  canals^ 
whose  utility  is  still  acknowledged  ;  and  bridges  of  solid  mason- 
ry, and  other  extensive  public  works,  which  have  been  so  instru- 
mental in  developing  the  prolific  resources  of  the  kingdom. 
Pagodas  on  the  hill  side,  towering  over  forest  trees,  and  more 
often  on  the  mountain's  summit ;  temples  of  rich  and  elaborate 
workmanship,  and  Bhodhist  monasteries,  that  tell  of  long  years 
of  patient  toil — all  were  constructed  during  this  reign. 

But  it  is  a  mistake  to  imagine  that,  politically,  during  the 
prosperous  Era,  all  was  quiet ;  for  China,  from  the  first,  has 
signally  been  convulsed  with  internal  revolution.  Between  the 
years  420  (says  Hue,  in  his  interesting  account  of  his  tour 
tiirougb  the  heart  of  the  Empire),  when  Gaul  was  entered  by 
the  Franks,  and  1644,  the  year  of  the  Tartar  conquest,  the 
age  of  the  Fourteenth  Louis,  a  period  of  some  twelve  hundred 
years,  civil  wars  and  ambitions  statesmen  changed  the  reigning 
dynasty  fifteen  separate  times ;  but  France  all  the  while  had 
only  clianged  but  twice,  says  the  French  writer.  Before  tlie 
war  western  nations  knew  but  little  and  cared  less  what  took 
place  from  day  to  day,  and  hence  few  thought  of  the  fearful 
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political  storm,  during  the  period  above  mentioned,  that  occa- 
nonallj  swept  through  the  coautrj  ;  bat  in  1644  the  boldness 
and  skill  of  the  nomadic  tribes — althoagh  the  odds  were  so 
much  against  them— gave  the  Tartars  China,  for  thej  crossed 
the  walls,  conquered  the  celestial  army,  with  the  help,  most 
likelj,  of  some  of  its  own  oflScers,  took  the  country,  and  made 
Pekin  one  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  place — after  Nankin,  the 
capital  of  the  Empire.  This  was  an  ag^  of  commerce  and  of 
change.  England  was  hard  at  work  in  India  ;  Holland  was 
OYemmning  the  natiye  princes  of  the  Indian  Archipelago  ;  the 
Portuguese  were  gettuig  a  foothold  in  Macao ;  the  Spanish 
were  introducing  their  iron  rule  to  the  islanders  on  the  Philip- 
pine ;  and  the  Pilgrims,  were  slowly  driving  the  aboriginal 
American  further  inland  ;  while  Tartary  was  conquering  China. 
They  succeeded,  and  the  long  tail  and  shaven  head,  which  the 
modem  Chinamen  is  so  fond  of,  is  only  a  badge  of  servitude — 
the  emblem  of  the  Mantchow  monarch  to  show  a  conquered 
nee. 

In  1644,  the  Tartars  overthrew  the  existing  monarch,  and  in 
spite  of  ail  opposition  Emperors  have  died,  and  tlieir  successors 
have  filled  their  places  ;  cabinets  have  faded  away  and  been  re- 
placed again  ;  revolutions  have  been  made,  and  rebel  leaders 
executed,  and  yet  the  Mantchows  still  hold  the  reins  of  govern- 
ment. Even  the  late  king,  Taou-Kwang,  in  1850,  was  laid  in 
his  grave,  and  the  present  boy  emperor  was  placed  in  the  Impe- 
rial palace  without  the  least  political  movement  But,  never- 
theless, secret  societies  increase  in  magnitude,  and  the  most 
sacred  oaths  are  taken  to  overthrow,  when  the  opportunity  oo- 
curs,  the  reigning  dynasty  ;  and  the  cry  of  the  political  China- 
man, which  is  uppermost  in  his  mind,  but  which  he  dare  not 
expresi^  k  death  to  the  Tartar.    The  Dragon,  the  Triad,  and 
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other  party  societies  are  ever  active  for  their  respectire  leaders. 
Even  at  Siogapore,  they  had  to  fight  it  oat  some  eighteen 
months  ago~a  political  squabble  that  ended  in  great  loss  of 
life — and  had  not  the  Europeans  interfered,  like  the  bloody 
fight  between  the  Scottish  clans  in  the  "  Fair  Maid  of  Perth," 
they  would  hare  conquered  each  other  or  died. 

Tracing,  as  I  have  done,  a  running  history  of  the  nation's 
politics,  I  should  not  have  omitted  the  period  of  the  English 
war,  or,  as  the  Chinese  term  it,  that  of  the  Sonthem  Barba- 
rians, or  the  Red  Headed  Devils  of  the  West.  I  have,  how- 
ever, introduced  it  into  the  opium  chapter  of  yesterday's  letter, 
and  only  allude  to  it  now  to  bring  the  connecting  link  down  to 
the  day  of  the  rebel  chief,  who,  with  his  half  million  of  men 
and  women,  now  occupies  the  very  city  where  Sir  Henry  Pet- 
tinger  so  ably  and  satisfactorily  concluded  the  treaty  of  1842, 
which  opened  up  the  five  ports  to  British  commerce,  and  paved 
the  way  for  Guizot,  on  the  part  of  the  French  King,  and 
Gushing  for  the  American  nation,  in  1844,  to  negotiate  similar 
treaties  on  behalf  of  their  respective  governments. 

The  opium  question — the  treatment  of  the  British  merchants 
by  Lin,  and  the  exclusive  measures  of  the  Chinese  government, 
occasioned  remonstrances  first,  and  then  action  ;  and  the  bold- 
ness of  the  assault  was  only  outdone  by  its  success.  The  rapid- 
ity of  the  battles  might  well  astonish  so  slow  a  people  as  the 
Chinese  ;  and  when  one  foothold  after  another  surrendered,  the 
imperial  monarch  l>egan  to  grow  pale,  and  think  of  his  personal 
safety — one  following  the  other  in  rapid  succession — Amoy  and 
Chusan  towards  the  close  of  '41,  and  Ningpo  and  Ching-hae  in 
March,  Chapoo,  Woosnng,  Shanghaeand  Chin  Kiangfoo,  shortly 
after  in  1842 — all  fell  before  the  British  forces,  startling  the 
whole  Chinese  nation  from  its  opiatic  slumbers,  and  weakening 
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mt  erery  yictory  the  Tartar's  power — no  wonder  the  Mantchow 
King  gave  hasty  instmctions  to  his  tmstj  statesmen,  Keying 
and  PeipOy  to  stop  the  ravages  of  the  onconqaerable  barbarians, 
and  make  a  treaty,  no  matter  what  the  terms  ;  language  widely 
different  from  the  haaghty  despatches  which  the  same  monarch 
gave  to  Kishan  and  Lin  a  few  years  only  before.  No  wonder 
that  he  mistrusted  his  power  and  trembled  for  his  throne — no 
wonder  that  he  had  made  arrangements  to  flee  into  his  tributary 
deserts  in  Manchowia,  for  to  all  appearances  the  war  strife  of 
the  British  would  shortly  knock  down  all  the  cities  in  the  king- 
dam.  I  believe  at  this  time  so  frightened  was  the  government 
that  the  English  nation  could  have  made  any  regulations  they 
chose — ^Ministers  at  Fekin,  all  ports  opened,  foreigners  natural- 
ized, and  free  trade  and  free  access  throughout  the  territory. 
Bat  as  it  was,  England  was  satisfied.  She  copied  from  Napo- 
leon, and  made  the  conquered  nation  pay  the  expenses  for  get- 
ting whipped — $21,000,000  from  the  imperial  cash  box — the 
foil  opening  of  the  cinque  ports,  and  England  was  satisfied  ;  and 
America  may  thank  her  stars  that  she  has  had  the  chance  of 
eojoying  the  same  advantages  without  doing  any  of  the  hard 
and  dirty  work.  The  signing  of  the  treaty  of  Nankin  relieved 
the  Tartar  monarch  of  his  fears,  but  greatly  reduced  the  respect 
with  which  the  Chinese  had  always  held  hun.  In  every  possi- 
ble way  the  extent  of  the  conquest  was  kept  from  the  body  of 
the  people,  as  can  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  file  of  the 
Pekin  CrozdU — a  daily  publication — to  see  how  grossly  fiacts 
wete  misrepresented.  Hue  says  he  frequently  met  with  those 
who  would  ask  for  the  Southern  barbarians  that  the  Emperor 
had  so  soundly  beaten.  Such  a  thing  as  reform  is  hardly 
known  in  Chinese  history — unless  I  may  mention  the  movement 
of  that  highly  accomplished  lady  who  some  fifteen  or  twenty 


no  oneiv  OF  tbh:  rwLSEsr 


jean  ago  roue,  on  mocoont  of  her  pfffwil  atliMliii  aad 
taleatod  mind,  to  the  bead  of  the  kiiigdoia  m  1^  eoaaort  cf 
the  Enijifror.  Bat  her  life  vas  as  brief  as  it  was  good  ;  CBiy 
at  her  TiaiD^  fame  broa^ht  snares  aroond  her  pa^  aad  ilaader 
and  neg'lect  broke  her  heart,  and  a  wbole  nation  BMianied  her 
great  loss.  Manj  supposed  that  the  death  of  the  late  En^ieror 
would  occasion  reToIation  and  bloodshed  regarding  the  soeces- 
session — bat  it  seems  that  the  Mantchon  child  of  the  Tutar 
concubine  wears  the  regal  honors  in  the  presence  of  the  Cabinet 
who  govern  the  nation,  while  the  joong  Emperor  is  nndennining 
his  constitution  in  the  fatal  dissipation  €i  the  opiom  pipe  and 
the  harem — a  short  bnt  a  merrj  life — and  then  another  change. 
It  is  next  to  impossible  to  say  what  effect  the  late  rebdlions 
have  had  upon  the  goTemment^  for  the  artides  in  the  Gazette 
only  lead  the  reader  astray. 

Tai-ping-wang  still  holds  the  Sonthem  cajHtal,  and  no  Impe- 
rial army  has  yet  been  able  to  dislodge  him.  He  mles  with 
military  discipline— no  opinm  allowed — no  tobacco  can  be 
smoked,  and,  what  is  most  remarkable,  and  I  should  suppose 
would  be  most  unpopular  and  somewhat  doubtful,  no  interoonrse 
is  allowed  between  the  sexes.  A  Chinese  Hong  merchant  who 
has  just  come  down  from  Nankin  says  the  imperial  troops,  in 
most  disorderly  masses  are  encamped  about  the  dty,  but  like 
the  allies  before  Sebastopol,  the  siege  already  has  lasted  some 
two  years,  and  no  surrender  from  the  rebel  chief  The  China- 
man aboTC  referred  to  says  that  the  rebels  can  grow  all  the 
rice  they  may  r<.*quire  for  support,  and  as  for  starring  them  out, 
it  is  out  of  the  question.  At  one  time  the  rapid  movements  of 
the  scTcral  leaders  led  thinking  men  to  suppose  a  change  of  dy- 
nasty. Amoy  first  turned  to  the  rcTolutionists,  May  18,  1853, 
but  the  goTernmcnt  troors  retook  it  again  in  XoTcmber,  since 
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which  all  has  been  quiet.  Again,  September  7,  1853,  Shang- 
hae  was  captored,  and  held  for  eighteen  months,  bat  then  it 
had  to  give  way  to  the  Imperial  armj  in  February,  1855.  At 
CantOQ,  Jane  1854,  the  insnrreetionists  did  not  succeed  ;  but 
Nankin  fell  the  previoos  year,  in  March,  and  is  still  held  by  the 
rebel  army.  Those  few  cities  enumerate  the  most  prominent 
points  of  action,  but  several  small  inland  towns  and  cities  have 
been  taken,  ransomed,  and  given  up  again,  only  to  be  retaken 
once  more.  Every  mail  from  China  during  the  past  two  years 
was  expected  to  carry  the  downfall  of  the  Tartars,  but  they 
are  still  in  power  ;  and  although  they  have  not  been  able  to 
take  Nankin,  their  forces  are  continually  increasing,  and  one  or 
the  other  must  soon  give  way. 

It  is  most  amusing  to  note  the  clashing  opinions  of  the  mer- 
chants and  missionaries  of  China  and  the  journalists  and  re- 
Tiewers  of  the  West,  since  the  commencement  of  the  revolution. 
The  missionaries  saw  the  handiwork  of  God,  and  their  arduous 
labors  fiedrly  crowned  with  the  approaching  success.     Religion 
was  the  motive  power,  and  many  of  the  clever  writers  traced 
the  origin  of  the  rebellion   from  Tai-ping-wang,  who  was  a 
student  of  the  missionary  Roberts,  in  1833.     Some  of  the  mer- 
diants  agreed,  but  more  of  them  had  no  faith  in  the  Christian- 
ity of  the  troubles.    It  was  no  general  insurrection,  and  they 
— each  chief  at  each  place — acted  on  his  own  responsibility, 
tod  was  actuated  only  by  the  hope  of  plunder,  or  rising  fame 
on  the  waves  of  revolation.     One  of  the  leading  chieftains  was 
known  to  have  been  a  horse  boy  of  bad  character,  of  one  of 
the  merchants  of  Shanghae,  and  the  other's  history  could  not 
be  traced  to  any  good.    The  movement  at  Shanghae  was  en- 
tire distinct  from  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  up  the 
Taog^tze  Eang,  at  Nankin,  while  that  at  Amoy  was  not  the 
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same  as  that  ai  Caiaion.  Robberr  and  piracj  were  fast  creat- 
ing new  meu,  and  the  goTemment  could  not  conoeDtrate  foroes 
fast  enough  to  poi  down  the  disturbers  of  the  peace.  The 
attack  of  the  foreigisers  at  Shangfaae,  where  Gray  was  woooded 
and  Captain  Pearson  killed,  w&s,  it  will  be  remeinberedy  on  the 
imperial,  not  the  rebel  camp,  showing  the  belief  that  the  latter 
was  the  stronger.  Then  none  knew  how  the  battles  would  torn, 
and  the  foreigners^  inflaenced  onlj  bj  trade  and  personal  safetj, 
were  desirous  of  taking  the  popular  side.  Xow  they  see  theiv 
error,  although  many  still  hold  that  all  was  for  the  best ;  for 
had  they  not  stopped  the  adyanoes  of  the  Tartar  troops,  no  one 
would  have  been  safe  in  the  settlement  I  have  said  that  most 
of  the  missionaries  belicTed  that  it  was  only  the  ripening  <^ 
the  missionary  fruit ;  and  even  now  there  are  few  of  them  that 
will  endorse  the  position  which  I  have  taken,  that  naught  but 
the  lore  of  piracy  and  the  excitement  of  the  mob  influenced 
the  insurrectionists.  It  is  true  that  one  or  two  of  their  leaders 
gave  out  religion  as  the  cause  ;  but  is  there  anything  in  that 
but  Chinese  diplomacy?  They  thought  that  such  a  banner 
would  help  them,  and  with  the  cimning  of  the  race  they  hoisted 
it.  But  Tai-ping-wang,  it  is  known,  is  hostile  to  all  foreigners, 
and  the  actions  of  the  rebels,  now  show  that  Christianity  was 
only  called  in  as  an  ally.  God  forbid  that  I  should  in  any  way 
detract  one  jot  or  tittle  ftt>m  the  hard  labors  of  the  mission  ; 
many  of  its  followers  are  good  and  honest  men,  depriying  them- 
selves of  home  comforts,  and  Hying  in  a  foreign  country,  for 
conscience  sake— some  with  fortunes  before  they  went  there ; 
Miss  Aldersy,  at  Xingpo,  for  instance,  whose  Christian  labors 
]Martin  has  so  gracefully  alluded  to,  and  others  not  so  wealthy, 
but  who  are  influenced  by  the  same  motives  of  doing  good  to 
their  fellow  man.     But,  thus  fEir,  what  has  been  done  ?    The 


ROMISH  AND  PROTESTANT  MISSIONARIES.  1)3 


seed  may  have  been  planted,  bat  is  it  not  time  to  see  some  of 
the  fruit  ?  Our  habits,  our  maimers,  our  belief,  our  actious 
confuse  them.  One  sells  opium,  another  says  it  must  not  be 
used — one  talks  dollars,  while  the  other  holds  the  Bible — al- 
though so  far  so  little  encouragement  has  been  giren  them  in 
making  conrerts,  it  does  not  follow  that  many  of  the  mission- 
aries are  not  influenced  by  the  most  noble  motives — ^but  I  can- 
not feel  that  the  wedge  has  even  been  inserted.  Christianize 
the  higher  classes — the  mandarins  and  the  government  first — 
and  then  you  may  have  hopes  for  the  people  ;  as  it  is,  none 
bat  the  poorest  classes  have  been  willing  to  listen,  and  there 
are  few  of  them  that  will  not  be  a  Christian  for  fifty  cents, 
baptized  in  any  creed,  and  a  member  of  any  sect.  Money  has 
more  effect  with  them  than  tracts  ;  and  if  such  is  the  case,  the 
evangelization  of  the  Chinese  will  depend  upon  the  contribution 
boxes  at  home.  The  moment  you  think  you  have  made  a  con- 
Tert,  the  man  may  be  robbing  your  cash  box. 

I  believe  there  are  some  eighty  or  ninety  foreign  ministers 
scattered  along  the  eight  hundred  miles  of  coast — but  none 
inland — ^belonging  to  the  Protestant  faith.  The  Church  of 
Borne  displays  the  most  industry,  and  in  early  years  made  rapid 
progress ;  and  at  one  time  they  counted  a  million  converts. 
The  Catholic  missionary  completely  shuts  himself  from  the  outer 
world,  and  in  his  dress,  mode  of  living,  manners  and  language 
becomes  a  Chinaman.  I  saw  one  with  the  tail  and  costume. 
Hoc  and  Oebeth  both  dressed  in  the  same  style — the  former 
^ke  Chinese  and  Mongol  court  language,  and  some  of  the 
Tbrter  dialect.  Most  of  the  Catholics  are  men  of  classical 
edocatioiiy  and  of  distingnished  families,  live  on  small  salaries, 
and  are  noted  for  their  qniet,  nnassuming  lives.  It  is  said  that 
their  comparative  sncoess  was  in  the  strong  resemblance  of  the 
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Bbadblst  aud  Romish  fonns  of  worahip.  I  DOtioed  this  resem- 
blance in  some  of  the  temples.  Christaanitj,  I  beUere,  was 
introduced  to  the  Celestials  somewhere  about  the  sixth,  seTenth 
and  eight  centuries,  bj  the  Catholics  and  the  Xestorians  ;  bat 
it  was  a  few  hundred  years  later — some  five  hundred  jears  since 
— the  age  of  the  Cmsades — that  Scott  has  impresBed  apon  the 
memory  in  the  Talisman — which  brought  Asia  and  Europe 
nearer  together,  and  Pope  Innocent  the  Fourth,  in  the  thirteenth, 
and  Poi)e  Clement  the  Fifth,  in  the  fourteenth  centnrj,  sent 
their  ministers  to  China.  This  was  the  time  that  Clement 
established  in  the  Ming  dynasty  an  archbishoprick  at  Pekin,  and 
the  Chinese  were  rolling  in  luxury  and  in  ease.  Each  century 
saw  other  changes — more  priests  left  under  succeeding  Popes — 
and  in  the  sixteenth  century  how  surprised  the  Catholic  minis 
ters  must  have  been  to  leave  Bedlam  for  Paradise  !  for  certainly 
the  civilization  of  China,  when  at  its  acme  of  fame,  was  a  vast 
change  from  feudal  Europe,  broken  to  pieces  by  convulsion  and 
revolution.  Father  Ricci  at  this  period  was  preaching  the  faith 
in  the  north  of  China,  while  Xavier  was  expounding  his  doctrines 
to  the  astonished  natives  in  the  interior  of  Japan,  and  towards 
the  end  of  this  century  the  Jesuits  from  France  were  at  the 
height  of  their  fame  at  Pekin.  Hue,  in  his  first  work — ^Travels 
in  Thibet,  Tartary  and  China,  in  '44,  '45  and  '46— has  q)oken 
at  length  of  the  Mongol  and  Tartar  religion,  and  says  that  the 
Jesuits  lost  their  power  in  1799,  the  year  of  Washington's  death 
— when  Kia-King,  the  fifth  monarch  of  the  Mantchow  dynasty, 
drove  them  from  the  capital,  and  cut  down  their  power.  The 
Emperor  saw  them  going  ahead  too  fast,  and  when  they  made 
the  sad  mistake,  at  Rome,  of  making  the  Pope  a  higher  sove- 
reign than  the  King,  the  Jesuits'  progress  was  on  the  wane. 
This  trifling  point  given  up,  all  would  have  been  well    France 
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has  always  devoted  some  of  her  time  to  Chinese  literature ;  and 
I  SQi^xise  more  can  be  foond  regarding  the  early  history  of  China 
in  the  French  libraries  than  in  any  other  place.  Bat  the  writers 
then  differed  almost  as  much  as  now.  Voltaire  and  Montesqniea 
were  at  swords'  points  ;  one  called  it  a  paradise,  while  the  latter 
saw  only  a  prison.  Bat  I  am  wandering  from  my  text ;  from 
speaking  of  the  rebellion  I  have  gone  to  the  missionary  ;  bat  as 
they  have  been  both  associated  latterly,  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
dwelling  a  few  moments  on  the  one  while  sketching  the  progress 
of  the  other. 

I  have  given  my  reasons  for  believing  that  the  late  insnrrection 
was  entirely  foreign  from  the  Christain's  labors  ;  bat,  as  I  have 
said,  few  of  the  members  of  the  mission  will  agree  with  me. 
However  my  opinion,  goes  for  what  it  is  worth.  Read  Mac- 
Dowal's  and  Meadows'  correspondence  in  ihe  T^mis,  last  year, 
if  yoa  wish  to  see  different  views.  The  one  argnes  directly 
against  the  other  ;  bat  neither  conclnsively.  Depend  npon  it, 
the  Tsing  dynasty  came  mnch  nearer  being  overthrown  with  the 
English  war  than  by  the  late  movement ;  for  the  one  had  power, 
the  other  only  told  of  weakness. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  to  say  what  a  day  may  bring  forth. 
Here,  as  in  Europe,  a  change  may  come  in  the  night  time. 
China  may  remain  stationary  for  a  year  or  two,  or  longer,  and 
then,  naralUe  dictu,  aU  is  in  commotion  again.  As  Europe 
was  in  the  middle  ages,  so  is  China  now— just  upon  the  eve 
of  some  wonderful  moral  and  political  change.  Feudal  Eu- 
rope held  back  for  a  long  time  from  civilization,  from  the  arts, 
liteatnre  and  commerce.  So  it  is  now  with  China.  Foreign 
inflncace  must  work  out  the  country's  destiny.  What  is  wanted 
k  the  imited  action  of  several  nations — an  allied  fleet  to  wake 
them  from  their  lethargic  slumbers. 
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I  have  shown  in  nuDing  my  eje  through  tiw  psfe  of  kkUvr 
that  tbe  reTolation  of  1853  is  nothing  mt  all  mnunl — period- 
ical storms  of  insarrecUons  hare  aod  will  oontime  to  qnad  the 
Jacobin  srstem  tlirooghoot  the  empire ;  tbe  same  rertles  deoio- 
cratic  spirit  that  is  working  at  the  Titals  of  Enropeaii  monarch- 
ism  in  a  different  form,  is  eating  at  the  roots  of  the  Tkrtar^s 
throne.  I  can  imagine  nothing  more  terrible  than  the  breaking 
op  into  petty  goremments  of  soch  a  mighty  people,  Betler  be 
as  they  are  than  in  the  hands  of  natire  princes,  each  striTing 
for  the  other*6  life.  Moral  cormption  corroding  a  cirilixed  na- 
tion is  sad  to  contemplate.  A  Chinese  Mahomet  and  Pretendtf'B 
doctrine  Uinds  a  nation's  mind.  They  are  a  strange  peof^e. 
Filial  piety  and  family  ties  are  the  root  of  their  edocation. 
Like  all  races,  they  have  rich  and  poor,  rice  and  rirtae,  comfort 
and  misery.  Centralization,  in  a  word,  is  their  gOTemment, 
like  that  once  executed  by  Rosas — in  some  respects  abeolate, 
not  despotic.  Take  into  consideration  its  extent  of  empire  and 
population,  no  nation  is  better  goTemed.  It  is  tme  that  brib^, 
from  the  Imperial  Palace  down  to  the  lowest  mandarin,  is  ac- 
knowledged ;  and  often  [K)Terty  and  destitation  osorp  the  place 
of  morality  and  arts.  The  doctrine  of  Confbcios,  that  ceremony 
is  the  symbol  of  virtue,  is  strictly  observed,  which  may  acoonnt 
for  their  classic  politeness.  Strip  them  of  the  official  dress  and 
you  find  them  free  and  easy.  Urbanity  is  a  national  trait — 
Chinese  writerfi  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  They  are  great 
readers.  Every  Chinaman,  almost,  no  matter  how  poor,  can 
read  and  write,  even  those  who  live  in  the  millions  of  floating 
dwellings  on  the  lakes  and  rivers.  The  walls  and  fences  and  pub- 
lic places  I  found  stock  over  with  proclamations,  with  eager  read- 
ers crowding  round.  Instruction  is  diffused  in  every  dty,  a  teacher 
in  every  town,  a  school  in  every  village.  Literary  honors,  length 
'  days,  and  male  offspring  is  the  Chinaman's  wishfiil  prayer. 
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The  five  sacred  and  four  classic  books  are  the  bases  of  all 
Bcieiice  and  arts  and  literature  among  them.  The  maxims  and 
proYerbs  of  Confucius  are,  many  of  them,  beautiful.  He  has  a 
monament  in  ererj  city — a  name  as  immortal  as  his  code  of 
morals.  Martin  gives  many  of  his  sayings,  and  has  written,  I 
think,  the  best  work  ever  published  on  China.  Next  to  it,  I 
gire  preference  to  the  Middle  Kingdoni,  by  Williams.  Meiicins 
was  also  a  noted  man.  M.  Abel  Remusat  eulogizes  both  sages. 
The  works  of  these  men  are  traced  in  all  their  writings.  Their 
book  is  a  digest  of  all  knowledge.  The  twin  pillars  of  Chinese 
society  Is  strong  attachment  for  ancient  customs,  and  profound 
respect  for  authority.  Money  getting  is  a  ruling  passion,  and 
gaming  is  carried  to  excess.  They  are  a  nation  of  merchants, 
of  traders,  of  fishermen,  and  of  farmers.  Their  language  is 
ideas,  not  words.  Their  women  are  degraded,  from  the  cradle 
to  the  grave,  like  the  Indian  squaw.  The  ovation  at  her  wed- 
ding is  a  transitory  pleasure.  Sterility  and  infidelity  are  causes 
of  divorce,  while  the  birth  of  a  female  child  oftimes  brings  the 
mmder  of  the  infant,  and  the  self  destruction  of  the  mother.  A 
natioD  of  actors  as  well  as  cooks — ^likc  gipsies,  they  move  in 
gangs.  Time  is  their  fulcrum,  patience  their  lever.  China  is  an 
immense  library  ;  that  at  Pekin  has  20,000  volumes.  Their 
MM><^arinfl  cringe  to  superiors  but  grind  those  below  them — 
thieves  and  tyrants.  .  The  Chinese  are  not  exclosive  ;  it  is  the 
Tartars  that  shut  the  Empure's  gate.  Lynch  law  is  not  pe- 
coliar  to  America.  The  Chinamen  has  litUe  genius,  but  can 
mutate  anything  ;  they  never  despond,  but  always  try.  Noth- 
ing original,  and  little  taste,  bnt  the  most  indefatigable  industry. 
Tkke  them  all  in  all  they  are  a  most  wonderful  race  ;  and  to 
end  mj  chapter  where  I  commenced  it,  China  and  its  future  offer 
food  for  deep  contemplation.  If  my  time  allows,  I  shall  say  a 
word  00  ocxnmeroe. 
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Will  American  Trade  with  China  Increase? — What  the  Continental 
Countries  have  Done— Their  Commercial  Intercourse  with  China  and 
their  Failures — Runia  more  Active— Intercourse  with  Siam — ^Novel 
Yankee  Speculation — ^Anglo-Saxon  Enterprise — ^How  the  Americans 
were  Introduced  to  the  Chinese — Trade  Statistics  of  Canton — ^What 
the  People  Pay  for  Opium — ^Tea  Freights — How  "  Young  America** 
can  get  in — ^Missionary  Influence— What  American  Steamships  may 
dQ-.What  the  People  Want  and  what  they  can  Return. 

Will  oar  commerce  with  China  increase  during  the  next  ten 
years  in  the  same  ratio  as  it  has  dnring  the  past  f  I  believe  it 
will.  Why  should  it  not?  What  will  prevent  itT  So  fur 
comparatively  nothing  has  been  accomplished.  France  has 
done  little  in  China  but  to  copy  the  English  treaty.  Her  for- 
eign trade  in  the  East  is  not  commensurate  with  her  territory, 
her  population  or  her  euergy.  When  the  European  agitation 
has  subsided  by  conquest  or  ignoble  peace  on  one  side  or  the 
other — for  I  can  hardly  look  for  half-way  measures — will  not 
the  head  of  the  French  throne  turn  his  attention  to  the  Impe- 
rial kingdom,  where  the  fruit  is  all  ready  to  be  plucked  f  Louis 
Napoleon  is  restless  and  France  wants  foreign  comm^tse — now 

his  time  to  open  China. 
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Gennanj  and  the  independent  States  have  been  more  actiye 
in  the  two  great  staples,  bnt  the  whole  Continental  commerce 
with  the  East  is  bnt  a  drop  in  the  bucket.  Holland  threw  np 
her  cards  centuries  ago.  Who  can  forget  that  singular  embassy 
in  1856  to  the  Imperial  city,  where  the  Dutch  Minister  was 
announced  with  the  crack  of  a  long  whip,  ushered  into  the  pre- 
sence of  Majesty  and  kicked  out  again  in  less  than  eight 
minutes.  As  a  neutral  power,  her  enterprising  merchants  may 
grasp  some  of  the  carrying  trade,  but  aside  from  this  little 
Holland  is  contented  with  her  greater  possessions  in  the  Indian 
Archipelago. 

Portugal  has  nothing  but  the  Lorchas  of  Macap — Femand 
D.  Anderdu  made  the  first  treaty  with  the  Viceroy  of  Canton, 
a  few  years  after  Columbus  found  a  Western  continent  This 
merchant  captain  in  1517,  got  his  fleet  of  eight  ships  under 
way  for  China,  and  the  Portuguese  capture  of  some  pirate 
junks  so  pleased  the  Emperor,  that  he  gave  them  the  sterile 
peninsula  of  Macao,  which  for  three  hundred  years  was  the  sole 
mart  of  European  commerce.  Portugal  is  commercially  dead. 
Roasia  is  more  active.  Before  Peter's  time  she  sent  embassies 
to  Pekln,  and  since  the  day  of  the  Emperor  shipbuilder  she  has 

• 

kept  up  the  connexion,  made  several  treaties  and  grasped  con- 
nderable  territory.  The  treaty  of  1728  still  gives  the  Rus- 
■ans  power,  and  with  the  secret  policy  of  the  two  nations  to 
stop  inquiry,  few  can  tell  the  extent  of  that  inland  traffic.  The 
Rnssian  supply  of  linens,  cloths,  velvets,  soap,  scdt,  hardware 
and  many  other  articles  must  be  immense  ;  for  it  is  a  barter 
trade,  they  taking  in  return  rice,  silks  and  brick  tea — a  coarse, 
dudKp  article,  made  into  the  shape  of  a  brick.  Where  popu- 
ktion  is  so  immense  commerce  must  be  of  no  little  magnitude. 
Wbo  cao  tell  but  what  many  of  the  manufactured  goods  that 
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Russia  took  from  England  in  payment  for  her  hemp,  feathers, 
leather,  &c.,  foand  their  way  overland  to  Mongol,  Tartary  and 
China  ?  Even  now  the  Rosslans  have  a  college  at  the  Chinese 
Capital,  where  ten  scholars  from  St.  Petersburg  and  Moscow 
are  taught  the  court  language  of  the  Chinese,  so  as  to  act  as 
interpreters  and  ambassadors.  For  a  long  time  the  Emperor's 
knowledge  of  what  was  passing  in  the  European  world  was  ob* 
tained  from  the  Russians,  who  now  possess  the  Amoor  and 
much  of  its  border  lands.  Although  she  may,  however,  obtain 
an  increased  inland  traffic,  her  mu*itime  commerce  must  be 
small  until  her  policy  is  changed. 

The  native  islanders  in  the  Chma  and  Indian  seas,  tributary 
and  otherwise,  will  continue  to  despatch  their  huge  native  craft 
between  the  several  ports  as  heretofore,  and  the  absence  of  sta- 
tistics shuts  out  all  knowledge  of  its  extent,  but  it  is  known  to 
be  immense.  Foreign  ships  are  now  being  owned  by  Chmamen 
and  Siamese,  saUed  by  European  captains.  I  have  learned  in- 
directly, but  cannot  indorse  the  report,  that  an  arrangement 
has  been  made  by  an  Amencan  merchant  of  Shanghae — who  is 
now  and  has  been  some  months  the  guest  of  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Siam — to  take  that  distinguished  potentate  into  the 
aforesaid  merchant's  firm  as  a  junior  partner.  If  so,  Mr.  Con- 
sul General  Harris  will  have  to  negotiate  through  a  fellow 
countrymen.  Mr.  H.,  is  now  at  Penang,  waiting  for  the  San 
Jacinto  to  usher  him  into  the  presence  of  the  black  king. 

Spain  is  in  her  dotage,  and  will  have  all  she  wants  to  do  to 
take  care  of  Cuba  and  Philippines. 

England  and  America,  then,  are  left  to  revolutionize,  com- 
mercialize and  naturalize  the  Celestials.  English  pluck  and 
American  enterprise  united,  and  what  can  stop  the  Anglo- 
Saxons'  progress  ?    Thus  far  comparatively  nothing  has  been 
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accomplished  in  China.  .  Fourteen  years  hare  passed  since  the 
war,  and  clipper  ships  have  had  their  day  of  profitable  freights. 
One  hundred  millions  of  dollars  is  a  small  sum  for  Western 
merchants  to  iuTest  in  so  eztensiye  a  country,  and  only  fire  or 
six  hundred  Anglo  Saxons,  at  the  most,  are  scattered  along  the 
Chinese  coast  as  commercial  men.  Queen  Elizabeth  first  tried 
to  introduce  England  to  China  about  the  time  that  Wm. 
Shak^ere  was  writing  himself  immortal.  In  1596  the  virgin 
sovereign  wrote  her  first  diplomatic  letter  to  the  Emperor  of 
China,  in  favor  of  her  most  enterprismg  subjects — Richard 
Allot  and  Thomas  Bloomfield,  merchants  of  London — but  a 
storm  turned  the  ship  out  of  the  track,  and  the  letter  never 
was  delivered.  In  1613  the  East  India  Company  first  got  a 
taste  for  China  trade,  and  little  by  little  increased  their  power 
and  got  the  entire  monopoly,  which  they  held  till  1834,  when 
the  trade  was  thrown  open  to  alL  Lord  Napier's  treatment, 
the  destruction  of  opium,  the  war  and  peace,  I  have  already 
Bpckea  of.  So  much  for  England's  progress  in  the  trade. 
America  in  1786  sent  her  first  ship — a  350  ton  vessel — and  her 
neutrality  during  the  twenty  years'  war  turned  the  introduction 
to  good  account  That  and  the  freighting  of  teas  to  Holland 
in  Yankee  vessels,  during  Napoleon's  success,  increased  the  ex- 
tent of  our  commerce  ;  but  in  1821  it  was  suddenly  stopped 
by  the  accidental  death  of  a  China  woman,  by  an  American 
sailor  dropping  a  pot  on  her  head.  Houqua,  the  well  known 
Hong  merchant,  did  his  best  to  adjust  the  matter,  but  not  till 
the  man  was  given  up  and  strangled  outside  the  walls  by  the 
Chinese  authorities  was  the  trade  resumed.  The  captains  act- 
ing as  supercargoes,  bought  teas  directly  from  the  Chinese  sel- 
lers, and  they  and  a  few  of  the  old  merchants — Russell  and 
othen--had  the  cream  of  the  trade,  especially  during  the  war. 
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Another  misanderstanding  occnrred  in  1844,  by  the  American 
Consul  erecting  a  vane  on  the  top  of  his  flag  pole,  which  caosed 
great  excitement  among  the  Chinese,  and  had  to  be  taken 
down  at  once.    This  was  the  year  in  which  the  United  States 
government  sent  the  expensive  embassy  to  China,  and  onr  i^e- 
sent  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Cnshing  jur^Mired  the  paper  with 
judgment  and  care.    The   Chinese  had   previously  promised 
Commodore  Kearney,  before  the  Nankin  treaty  was  signed, 
that  America  should  have  the  same  concessions.     England  de- 
serves credit  for  her  liberality  on  this  occasion.     Other  minis- 
ters have  since  been  sent  to  China — Everett,  McLane,  Mar- 
shall and  Rev.  Dr.  Parker— but  little  has  been  done  to  increase 
our  trade  or  extend  our  commerce.  Pekin  has  not  been  reached 
by  any  American.     Lord  McCartney,  after  submitting  to  in- 
sults unheard  of,  saw  Pekin  in  1794,  and  Davis  tells  of  his 
afflictions  in  1816.    The  embassy  declined  to  knock  their  heads 
nine  times  against  a  stone  post,  and  hence  the  Emperor  declined 
to  receive  them,  and  in  his  letter  to  the  King  of  England,  says 
that  he  permitted  them  to  leave  without  the  severe  punishment 
they  deserved  for  their  gross  behavior.    Some  writer  observes 
that  **  the  British  embassy  at  that  time  entered  Pekin  like  beg>- 
gars,  remained  there  like  prisoners,  and  were  driven  ont  like 
thieves." 

The  statistics  on  the  Canton  Chamber  of  Commerce  show 
that  in  1837  the  commerce  was  entirely  in  favor  of  China. 
Great  Britain  imported  some  $16,000,000  more  than  she  sent 
to  China,  and  the  United  States  had  to  pay  China  the  same 
year  some  $4,800,000  over  and  above  what  she  exported.  Here, 
then,  was  some  $20,000,000  a  year  balance  of  trade  in  China's 
favor,  and  so  far  as  legitimate  commerce  was  concerned,  it 
continued  in  the  same  ratio  for  some  fifteen  years,  nntil  1852  ; 
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but  it  must  be  remember«l  the  iniportaDt  item  ot  opinm  had 
been  omitted,  and  hence  instead  of  receiving  $20,000,000,  China    ' 
htd  to  pay  abont  that  amonDt  into  the  always  ready  to  receive 
coflen  of  the  East  India  Company,  for  the  pririlege  of  poisoning 
her  people. 

During  the  last  three  years  onr  clipper  ships  in  spite  of  the 
nroliititxi,  lure  generally  foond  here  freight,  for  there  is  ooe 
thing  I  have  long  noticed,  that  no  matter  what  the  cuvolars 
'  ny  abont  the  Bcarcity  of  teas,  &c,  there  is  usually  jnst  one  cargo 
left.  The  China  trade,  instead  of  b^g  coDcentrated  in  Canton 
aa  formerly,  is  scattered  np  and  down  the  coast  in  the  hands  of 
many  honses — so  mnch  for  the  past.  The  revolntjon  yon  may 
almoit  say  faaa  come  and  gone,  and  the  business  of  the  conntry 
etill  rolla  do — so  mnch  for  the  present.  Now,  what  shall  we 
say  for  the  fntnre  ?  How  is  the  trade  to  be  enlarged  ?  There  is 
only  one  way,  and  that  is  by  England  and  America  pulling 
togetfier  when  tkey  talk  over  the  renewal  and  alteration  of  tlie 
treaty,  close  at  hand.  Diplomacy  by  notes  will  do  no  good  nn- 
len  yoo  hare  a  frigate  at  your  back — firmness  and  decision 
ue  wanted  ;  and  the  qnestion  arises,  are  Sir  John  Bowring  and 
Dr.  Parker  the  men  for  the  time  7  Are  they  the  right  ministers 
fur  the  right  places  1  There  are  many  in  China  who  think  not. 
The  missionary  influence  is  not  a  popular  one,  and  snch  men, 
they  say,  are  apt  to  be  led  astray  by  Chinese  <^pIomacy,  and 
in  discnaaing  the  treaty,  too  mnch  philanthropy  and  humanity 
will  spoil  ererything.  Say  to  them,  open  yonr  porta  or  take 
the  consequences.  1^  the  only  way  to  touch  the  subject. 
Work  in  oniaon,  each  endorse  the  other  :  call  their  attention 
to  the  late  war,  galling  as  it  may  be,  and  say  to  them  that  the 
day  lias  arrived  in  the  world's  history  when  nations  are  in  dn^ 
bound  to  <^n  their  gates  and  receire  a  minister  at  thnr  capital. 
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Ask,  I  belicTc,  and  je  shall  receive  ;  but  yoa  mast  pot  the  matter 
in  a  waj  not  to  be  misanderstood  ;  and  rather  than  fight  again 
the  Tartar  monarch  will  throw  open  the  empire,  as  he  did  the 
outer  gates  in  1842.  There  is  no  other  way.  Try  it^  ye  states- 
men of  the  West. 

The  fact  is,  the  Western  nations  think  bnt  predoos  little  of 
China,  any  way.  They  drink  the  tea  and  use  the  silks,  and 
sometimes  read  the  newspaper  intelligence,  bnt  aside  from  those 
interested  in  the  personal  welfare  and  in  the  business  of  the  few  ^ 
foreigners  out  here,  England  and  the  United  States  care  bnt 
little  whether  the  country  is  opened  up  or  not.  Such  being  the 
case,  enterprise,  of  course,  is  perfectly  paralyzed  ;  not  a  yard 

'  of  electric  wire,  not  a  foot  of  railway,  not  even  a  common 
marine  telegraph  at  Hong  Kong  or  any  of  the  consular  ports 
to  tell  you  of  the  arrival  of  a  ship  ;  most  of  the  firms  have  a 
large  spy  glass,  and  the  moment  a  sail  heaves  in  sight,  such  is 
competition  and  the  desire  for  something  neW,  that  a  dozen 
telescopes  are  at  once  pointed  at  the  new  arrival,  and  clipper 
boats  rest  on  their  oars  to  receive  the  papers.  Beautiful  hongs 
or  houses  have  been  built,  but  on  Chinese  land,  and  some  of  the 
places  have  a  race  course,  a  bowling  alley  or  billiard  room,  but, 
save  a  dry-dock  or  two  at  Whampoa  or  Shanghae,  foreigners 
can  boast  few  specimens  of  the  enterprise  of  the  age.  Can  this 
thing  last  ?  Most  certainly  not.  If  the  government  don't  act, 
individuals  are  sure  to  try  a  hand  at  it.  One  or  two  steamers 
are  now  on  the  stocks,  and  .the  owners  are  bound  to  see  some- 

;  thing  of  the  inland  rivers.  Let  us  once  get  into  the  country 
and  we  are  all  right.  Chinamen  like  our  money,  and  those 
that  are  brought  in  contact  with  us  make  no  objections.  It  is 
those  in  the  interior,  who  have  never  seen  us,  who  are  the  most 
hostile. 
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If  nothing  is  done  immediately  the  time  is  not  far  off  when 
American  steamers  will  be  running  np  and  down  the  canals  and 
rivers,  paying  for  themselyes,  to  the  delight  of  the  Chinamen. 
When  I  notice  the  P.  and  0.  steamers  from  Hong  Kong  to 
Shanghae  crowded  with  Chinese  passengers,  when  I  see  the  boats 
on  Canton  river  fnll  of  living  freight,  all  Celestials,  I  can  but 
think  that  a  taste  for  snch  travel  will  increase ;  and  once  get 
oar  boats  in  the  interior,  and  what  a  field  for  enterprise  I 

Imagine  the  steamboat  traffic  between  snch  cities  as  Liver- 
pool and  London,  New  York  and  Boston,  or  perhaps  better 
still  in  comparison.  New  Orleans  and  St.  Lonis,  and  then  con- 
template the  popnlons  towns  of  China,  and  the  extent  at  which 
our  machinery,  onr  engineers,  onr  enterprise  wonld  be  employed  I 
It  is  utterly  impossible  to  reflect  npon  the  complete  change  this 
wonld  bring  abont.     Why,  all  the  machinists,  all  the  steamboat 
men,  all  the  Yanderbilts  and  the  Qeorge  Laws  of  the  day  could 
not  supply  the  ravenous  demand  ;  and  the  same  remark  applies 
to  many  other  notions.    Let  us  once  settle  on  some  of  the  rivers    j 
and  canals  in  the  country,  and  look  out  for  what  follows.     I    ' 
have  been  informed  by  some  of  the  leading  merchants  that  raw 
nlk  can  be  taken  to  England,  manufactured  by  British  work- 
men, and  brought  back  to  China,  underselling  the  Chinamen  on 
tbeir  own  ground,  the  same  as  England  has  done  with  our  cot- 
tons, notwithstanding  all  onr  go-ahead-ativeness,  cheap  labor 
aad  capital,  now  too  much  for  us ;  and  if  too  much  for  us,  China, 
has  little  chance.     The  same  thing  has  been  done  in  India  ;  na- 
tive staples  have  been  made  up  in  England,  and  after  making 
the  two  long  voyages,  are  resold  again  to  the  natives,  showing 
tlie  nperiority  of  steam  and  genius  over  the  simple  workmanship 
of  native  nu^es.    China  can  give  ns  silk  in  any  quantity,  and 
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when  the  world  consumes  more  teas,  those  can  be  supplied  ad 
libitem.  Cotton  comes  in  largely  from  Bombay.  Cannot  Amer- 
ica one  of  these  days  find  a  market  for  the  raw  material,  be- 
sides England  and  the  Continent 

If  so  many  cotton  goods  have  been  forced  upon  the  Chinese 
on  the  seaboard  in  payment  for  teas  and  silks,  what  will  be  the 
trade  by  and  by  ?    The  Chinese  arc  emphatically  a  commercial 
people,  and  when  they  see  an  improvement  they  are  not  apt  to 
let  it  go  past  them.     Some  of  the  merchants  own  European 
vessels — perhaps  one  of  these  years  janks  will  be  entirely  saper- 
seded  another  important  branch  of  trade.     Cotton  mannfac- 
tures,  and  silk  works  also,  mnst  be  introduced,  and  many  other 
improvements.     New  fire  arms,  (this  will  not  meet  the  views  of 
the  peace  Congress)  one  of  these  days,  will  be  wanted  in  any 
quantity.     I  can  already  see  some  of  my  friends  laoghing  at 
me  for  my  wild  notions,  and  for  writing  upon  a  country  after 
six  weeks  sojourn  on  the  fence,  looking,  as  it  were,  to  the  pro- 
perty beyond.     But  laughing  or  not,  those  who  read  these  lines 
in  China  for  your  far  reaching  journal,  is  the  only  paper  I  ever 
sec  abroad  will  give  me  credit  for  asking  as  many  questions  in 
a  given  time  as  any  other  counting  house  tourist  who  has  been 
among  them.     I  can  safely  assure  them  that  I  have  not  lacked 
the  means  of  gaining  information  from  those  more  conversant 
with  the  country  than  myself,  and  must  be  pardoned  for  any 
egotism  I  may  have  displayed  ;   but  depend  upon  it,  if  the 
changes,  political  and  commercial,  which  I  have  referred  to 
here,  are  carried  out — which  they  must  in  the  course  of  human 
events  inevitably  be — then  the  vast  and  illimitable  wealth  of 
this  wonderful  country  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  Western 
world. 


CHAPTER   XVIII. 

■ 

Calcutta,  March  1, 1866. 
THp  from  Hong  Kong  to  CalouttA — Scenes  Along  the  Indian  Coast — A 
Sabmarine  Diyer  Operating  in  the  East — Reminiscences  of  Japan — 
Value  of  the  Perry  Treaty — Arrival  in  the  Hoogly  River — Steam 
Competition  Between  India  and  China — Cost  of  the  Voyages. 

The  seTeral  enyelopes  mailed  at  Hong  Kong  and  Singapore 
will  have  giyen  yon,  some  weeks  since,  the  notes  and  observa- 
tions which  I  made  in  passing  through  the  China  sea  ports. 
Tlie  last  letter  was  written  coming  down  the  China  seas,  and 
contained  a  resumi  of  the  financial,  political,  social  and  com- 
mercial position  of  the  Celestial  kingdom,  based  upon  what  I 
had  seen,  heard  and  read  during  my  few  weeks  sojonm  there. 
On  the  14  th  of  February  Jardine's  opium  clipper,  the  Fiery 
Cross,  steamed  out  of  Hong  Kong  harbor  for  Calcutta,  stop- 
ping at  Singapore  on  the  way  to  coal,  and  everything  is  fair  for 
t  prosperous  voyage.  Only  six  passengers,  and  two  of  them 
New  Yorkers,  sight  seeing,  like  myself,  in  the  Eastern  hemis- 
phere ;  six  passei^rs  only,  and  a  large  cabin  most  comfortably 
immged,  and  oflScers  as  obliging  as  they  were  competent  in 
BDaoaging  so  beautiful  a  boat.  At  the  start  I  looked  for  a 
pleasant  voyage  ;  but  I  must  say,  for  once,  I  was  fairly  behind 
hand  in  my  anticipations ;  for,  although  an  old  stager  for  a 
young  man  in  the  steam  packets  and  sailing  clippers  of  the 
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Western  waters,  I  never  remember  of  passing  a  more  agreeable 
fortnight  or  of  making  a  pleasanter  trip. 

In  less  than  five  days  we  were  alongside  the  coal  wharf  at 
Singapore,  and  when  again  under  waj,  two  days  later,  we  left 
the  Straits  of  Singapore  in  the  back  ground,  took  a  toni 
through  the  river  harbor  and  passed  oat  of  the  inner  channel 
into  the  Straits  of  Malacca,  where  beaatifol  islands  were  dot- 
,  ted  over  the  water,  like  emerald  jewels  in  a  casket,  making 
everything  look  picturesque  in  nature. 

The  highlands  of  Penang  overlooked  the  Indian  sea  for 
miles— we  were  some  thirty  distant — and  the  peaks  were  dis- 
tinctly seen.  I  am  sorry  that  our  steamer  goes  on  withoat  a 
call,  for  all  agree  in  the  romantic  scenery  of  this  garden  island. 
Taylor  considers  it  the  most  beautiful  gem  of  tropical  beauty  in 
the  world,  and  he  has  traveled  long  and  should  be  good  autho- 
rity. In  the  evening  we  saw  a  schooner  with  a  light  at  the 
mast  head,  which,  the  captain  told  us,  belonged  to  the  g^at 
diver  of  England,  who  has  been  out  here  several  months  en- 
deavoring to  recover  the  large  amount  of  treasure  that  sunk 
with  the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company's  steamer  on  her 
China  voyage.  He  was  at  Sebastopol  last,  but  now  he  is  look- 
ing for  higher  game.  It  took  him  a  long  while  to  find  the  q)ot 
where  the  boat  went  down,  and  when  found,  his  bnojs  and 
cable  were  lost  in  the  fierce  monsoon,  and  then  he  had  to  com- 
mence again.  The  company  agree  to  give  him  half,  bat  if  he 
succeeds  in  raising  the  treasure,  I  fancy  he  will  consider  that  it 
all  belongs  to  him.  Night  and  day  the  divers  are  at  their  work, 
and  have  now  progressed  so  far  as  to  find  the  door  of  the  trea- 
sure vault,  but  the  great  impediment  is  the  collection  of  oysters 
about  the  place,  the  sharp  shells  of  which  greatly  endanger  the 
life  of  the  diver  by  cutting  through  his  India  rubber  dress.     He 
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18  most  sangaine  of  saccess,  and  there  are  many  that  would  be 
glad  to  pay  all  bills  of  schooner,  baoys,  cables,  and  provisions, 
to  hare  a  share  of  the  adventure.  Should  he  get  into  the 
vaalt,  he  will  make  his  fortune  in  a  short  time,  for  the  amount 
is  some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars. 

Our  Japanese  Consul  and  Siam  Ambassador,  I  mentioned  in 
my  last,  I  think,  is  at  Penang,  waiting  patiently  for  the  San 
Jacinto  to  take  him  to  Bankok.     By  the  bye,  the  morning  I 
left  Hong  Kong  the  supercargo  of  the  Qreta  called  upon  me, 
and  jotted  down  in  my  notebook  a  few  lines  telling  his  experi- 
ence among  the  Japanese,  the  substance  of  which  was  that  he 
left  Hong  Kong  in  April,  1855,  in  the  Qreta,  with  stores  for 
sale  to  the  United  States  squadron  on  that  coast,  as  well  as  an 
assorted  cargo  for  the  new  markets  of  Simoda  and  Hakodadi. 
In  March,  arrived  at  the  latter  port,  but  found  that  nothing 
oodd  be  purchased,  nothing  sold.    He  then  started  for  Simoda, 
arriving  there^  in  July,  where  he  found  the  shipwrecked  Rus- 
sians of  the  flag  ship  Diana,  and  agreed  to  take  them  to  Agan 
—getting  permission  to  land  the  cargo  in  a  temple  on  the 
Aore,    The  Dutchman  remained  on  shore  at  a  village  about 
a  mile  inland,  waiting  for  his  vessel  to  return  ;  but  it  will  be 
remembered  that  Captain  Fortescue,  who  will  be  recognized 
by  his  excessive  egotism,  of  the  Baraconta,  gallantly  bore  down 
qNm  the  little  inoffensive  craft,  and  made  himself  famous  by 
taking  out  the  Russians  from  the  neutral  vessel,  and  bearing 
ker  away  a  prize  to  Hong  Kong — the  only  feat  performed  by 
the  allied  fleet  during  the  three  years'  cruise  about  this  part  of 
the  world.     The  poor  supercargo  was  thus  left  alone  among  this 
""gular  people,  and  in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  his  vessel, 
wu  aOowed  to  barter  some  of  his  cargo,  and  finally  purchased 
a  small  American  schooner  that  came  there  to  trade,  and  em- 
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barked  in  her  for  Hong  Kong,  with  the  rich  assortment  of 
Japanese  notions  which  he  had  collected  daring  his  nine  months^ 
stay  on  the  island.  A  portion  of  these  goods  were  sold  at 
Hong  Kong,  at  yerj  high  prices.  The  balance  most  have 
reached  New  York  by  this  tune,  having  been  shipped  direct  for 
that  city  in  the  Indiaman  and  Fleetwing  clippers,  to  be  sold  at 
public  auction.  Yoa  will  thus  have  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
for  yourselves  the  latest  importations  from  Japan,  and,  save  the 
small  cargo  at  California,  the  only  one  ever  made  on  an  exten- 
sive scale  outside  of  the  treaty  with  the  Dutch.  Daring  his 
stay  at  Japan,  the  supercargo  has  kept  a  diary,  noting  down 
his  impressions  of  this  strange  country,  his  experience,  and  sale, 
and  barter,  and  his  extended  correspondence  with  the  govern- 
ment. This  journal  he  intends  to  publish  under  the  title  of 
"  Japan  After  the  Treaty  of  Kanagana,  by  F.  Aug.  Lfihdorf." 
He  told  me  that  the  Caroline  Foot  people  left  Japan  owing  for 
a  part  of  their  cargo.  If  so  it  will  not  tend  to  increase  their 
affection  for  us,  or  to  help  Mr.  Harris  in  his  negotiations. 
ComiHodore  Perry's  arrangements  regarding  exchange,  he  said, 
would  put  a  stopper  on  commerce,  even  if  a  foothold  conld  be 
obtained  ;  for,  as  you  are  aware,  he  stipulated  that  they  sbonld 
give  1,600  cash  for  a  dollar.  Now,  as  a  Japanese  dollar  is 
only  33  cents,  or  one-third  of  an  American  dollar.  Commo- 
dore Perry  should  have  got  three  times  1,600,  or  4,800  cash  to 
the  American  dollar,  for  as  it  is  it  makes  the  exchange  sixty- 
six  per  cent  against  us.  Who  says  the  Japanese  are  not  well 
np  in  exchange  ? — at  any  rate  better  posted  than  the  gallant 
Commodore  ?  As  it  is,  suppose  you  wish  to  buy  $50  worth  of 
Japanese  goods  ;  these  goods  would  only  cost  fifty  Japanese 
dollars  ;  but  according  to  the  treaty,  says  Ltdidorf,  I  had  to 
pay  fifty  American  dollars,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  Japanese 
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dollmn,  fifty  of  which  the  government  hands  over  to  the  Japan- 
ese seller  of  the  goods  and  pockets  the  remaining  one  hundred 
doUars — a  rather  startling  tax  upon  the  infant  commerce. 
Tlierefore,  nothing  whatever  can  be  accomplished  nntil  a  new 
treaty  is  made— and  that  a  treaty  of  commerce — which  Consul 
Harris  may  be  able  to  accomplish  when  backed  by  a  few  sub- 
stantial men  of  war,  but  not  without.  During  the  nine  months 
tpent  in  the  country  Ltlhdorf  was  not  able  to  obtain  an  inter- 
view with  the  government 

Everything  had  to  be  done  by  correspondence ;  and  these 
letters,  I  suppose,  will  be  published  in  the  work,  which,  if  well 
written — and  he  seems  an  intelligent  man — will  give  a  better 
insight  into  the  habits  and  customs' of  the  Japanese  than  any- 
thing we  have  ever  had. 

Leaving  the  flower  fields  of  the  straits^  we  hurried  along  our 
eoorae,  generally  steaming,  and  sailing  twelve  knots  by  the  log, 
and  passing  the  Great  and  Little  Andamans,  the  cocoa  islands, 
and  the  land  where  the  honorable  company  tried  to  form  a 
penal  settlement  for  Indian  criminals  ;  but  the  first  lot — ^poor 
wretches !  only  outlived  their  jailers  a  few  weeks,  for  the  climate 
proved  deadly  to  both  the  white  man  and  the  Indian — more 
deadly  than  Java,  when  Lord  Minto  first  anchored  at  Batavia, 
or  Hong  Kong,  when  the  English  first  planted  the  British  flag. 

In  six  days  from  Singapore  we  reached  the  Hoogly,  and  anch- 
ond  opposite  the  tiger  jungle  Sanger.  Soon  after  our  pilot 
esme  on  board,  in  order  to  send  up  the  private  despatches  of 
the  firm,  so  that  they  may  get  them  hours,  and  if  needs  be,  days 
in  advance  of  the  other  merchants ;  for  a  rise  or  fall  in  the 
opiom  market  makes  or  breaks  in  the  end.  Messrs.  Jardine, 
Matheson  &  Co.  have  two  of  their  beautiful  steamers  running 
■ODthlj  between  Hong  Kong  and  Calcutta,  taking  what  fireight 
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offers,  bat  only  occaslonallj  passengers.  The  object  of  the 
finn  was  to  gf  t  auTices  in  advance  of  othen.  This  of  course 
crejiies  jealoosT,  and  hence  no  one  will  ship  opium  in  these 
locals  when  other  eligible  chances  offer  ;  and  the  last  time  the 
Fierj  Cross  came  with  onlj  a  thousand  chests — a  losing  bnsi- 
ueio — where  the  expenses  can't  be  much  less  than  $20,000  a 
Tojage,  or.  sar  |240,OO0  a  rear  ;  and  eight  dollars  is  about  the 
freight  per  chest  for  opiam  ;  but  shotild  the  owners  fill  the  ship 
when  the  China  market  is  advancing,  then  they  care  little 
whether  freight  offers  or  not.  Opium  like  the  operations  of  the 
dock  Exchange  mores  np  and  down  with  every  mind,  and  the 
specnlatioQ  may  lose  or  gain  a  fortune  by  the  arrival  of  a  single 
mail. 

These  boats,  the  Fiery  Cross  and  Landsfelt^  were  built  in 
Glasoow,  bv  Napier,  spme  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  at  a 
cost  of  some  £45,000  each — constructed  of  iron,  even  to  the 
shroads,  and,  I  think,  the  masts. 

Their  tonnage,  outside  the  machinery,  is  only  some  420  tons, 
and,  nominally,  they  are  of  threO  hundred  horse  power,  which  the 
engineer  says  can  be  worked  up  to  fifteen  hundred.  They  make 
the  passages  from  Hong  Kong  to  Calcutta,  stopping  at  the  half 
way  port,  in  twelve  days-— about  the  Cunard  and  Collins  time 
between  England  and  America.  This,  of  conrse,  is  with  the 
fair  monsoon.  From  Hong  Kong  to  Singapore  the  distance  is 
about  1,430  miles,  if  what  is  termed  the  inside  track  is  taken, 
and  1,480  if  the  outside.  The  entire  distance  to  Calcutta  is 
put  down  at  3,150  miles,  and  it  takes  a  thousand  tons  of  coal 
both  ways.  On  her  trial  trip  the  Fiery  Cross  made  14}  knots, 
and  Capt.  White  her  gentlemanly  commander,  brought  her  out 
from  Glasgow  round  the  Cape  in  sixty  days.  The  quickest  pas- 
sage down  to  Singapore  from  Hong  Kong  was  4  days  22  hours. 
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After  hftTing  to  put  up  with  the  niggardly  stateroom  accom- 
Bodations  of  the  P.  &  O.  steamers,  it  was  most  refreshing  to 
oome  booming  down  the  China  seas  in  a  gentleman's  private 
yachty  where  courtesj  and  comfort,  space  and  good  fare  were  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  great  contract  steamships.  The  Parsees, 
wlio  bare  gradnallj  relieyed  the  European  merchants  of  the 
pn^t  of  the  opinm  trade,  seeing  that  Jardine  had  the  latest 
dates  all  to  themselves,  have  shown  their  enterprise  by  patting 
on  an  opposition  steamer  to  bring  their  own  advices  ;  and  in 
€De  or  two  instances  the  Lightning  has  taken  away  the  laurels 
of  the  other  steamships.  The  boat  nsnally  leaves  Calcntta 
tauneiUatelj  after  the  monthly  auction  sale.  These  steamships 
have  been  powerfial  competitors  to  the  Company's  line  between 
Oaleatta  and  China,  and  a  similiar  opposition  would  have  a 
good  eflbct  on  the  other  side  of  India. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Calootta,  ICftreh  8, 1866w 
Trade  of  Calentta — ^Immense  Fleet  of  Veeeoli    Pilotf  Monopoly— A 
proAch  to  the  City — ^Temples,  Trees  and  Bongftlowe— A  City  Hot 
And  City  Crowd — Metropolitan  Sights — Hie  Mint,  Mnaemn,  Floi 
Exhibition,  and  Great  Men,  Ao. 

However  conversant  one  may  be  with  the  history  and  stati 
tics,  imports  and  exports  of  Calcutta— obtained  through  tl 
channel  of  books,  papers  and  conversation — ^he  is  hardly  pi 
pared  to  find  the  Hoogly  so  completely  blocked  up,  as  it  wei 
with  shipping.  B«;fore  our  anchor  found  the  bottom — befo 
oar  gilt  edged  pilot,  with  his  company,  uniformed  leadsmc 
came  alongside  in  their  twelve  oared  tub  of  a  row  boat^  t 
rowers  looking  more  like  a  cross  between  an  Orang  outang  ai 
a  bootjack  than  a  part  of  the  great  human  family,  oncoal 
ungainly,  nnintellectual  and  uncovered — before  the  pilot  brig, 
marked  contrast  to  the  clipper  yachts  of  the  New  York  ai 
Boston  pilot  service,  had  bore  away  for  another  vesMl — loi 
before  we  passed  the  main  telegraph  station,  and  delivered  o 
mail  bag  at  Kedjeree  (which  don't  arrive  in  Calcutta  till  the  d 
after  we  are  safely  moored),  I  began  to  realize  that  the  co 
merce  of  Calcutta  was  so  extensive  that  a  hundred  pUots  w 
not  considered  too  many  to  escort  the  world*s  shipping  up  a 
down  the  crooks  and  turns,  over  the  mud  points  and  sand  ahoa 
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and  through  tlie  winding  channels  of  that  bugbear  of  the  foreign 
shipowner — tlie  Uooglj.  Steamtag  after  steamtug — some  with 
one,  some  with  two  or  three  deeply  laden  merchantmen — were 
hourly  passing  out  to  sea  ;  and  London  Indiamen  and  American 
clippers  were  continually  heaying  in  sight,  most  of  them  in  bal- 
last, bound  in  to  get  a  cargo,  and  waiting  for  some  steamer  to 
come  to  their  assistance.  I  counted  no  less  than  eleven  steam- 
tog  boats  towing  out  during  the  morning  we  passed  up,  and 
several  ships  were  trying  to  get  out  without  a  steamer — a  dan- 
gerous and  doubtful  economy,  when  they  can  be  obtained,  for 
the  time  lost  would  fully  pay  the  tonnage.  Almost  all  the  way 
the  leadsmen  seemed  busy  with  the  lead,  and  the — "  steady," 
"port,"  and  " starboard "  of  the  gold  laced  pilot — all  done  by 
hand  motion  from  the  paddlebridge — ^reminded  us  continually  of 
the  most  difficult  navigation  of  the  river ;  but  from  the  few  ships 
that  are  lost  here,  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  either  the  pilots  are 
the  best  in  the  world,  or  that  the  navigation  is  not  so  intricate  as 
is  the  general  belief.  The  question  of  opening  another  mouth  of 
the  Ganges — the  Matlah — has  lately  been  mooted,  and  nautical 
men,  and  the  commercial  community,  are  strong  in  recommend- 
ing it,  while  the  pilots  wage  a  war  of  words  in  repeating  the 
dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  undertaking.  One  side  asserts 
that  all  that  is  required  is  the  action  of  the  Honorable  Com- 
pany— only  say  the  word,  say  they,  and  ships  of  the  largest 
tonnage,  and  greatest  depth  of  water,  can  find  their  way  along 
the  wide  channel,  even  without  a  pilot ;  and  if  the  monso«n  is 
Cur,  without  a  steamtug,  to  within  thirty  miles  of  Calcutta, 
There  a  railway  can  be  constructed,  or  a  canal  made,  at  trir 
fiiug  expense,  to  take  the  goods  to  and  fro,  thus  doing  away 
vith  the  never  ending  complication  of  the  holy  river,  and  very 
much  lesseiuDg  the  port  charges  on  shipping,  which  are  now 
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However  conversant  one  may  be  with  the  history  and  stat 
tics,  imports  and  exports  of  Calcutta — obtained  through  tl 
channel  of  books,  papers  and  conversation — ^he  is  hardly  pi 
pared  to  find  the  Hoogly  so  completely  blocked  np,  as  it  wei 
with  shipping.  B<;fore  onr  anchor  found  the  bottom — befo 
oar  gilt  edged  pilot,  with  his  company,  uniformed  leadsmc 
came  alongside  in  their  twelve  oared  tub  of  a  row  boat^  t 
rowers  looking  more  like  a  cross  between  an  Orang  outang  ai 
a  bootjack  than  a  part  of  the  great  human  family,  nncoot 
ungainly,  unintellectual  and  uncovered — before  the  pilot  brig, 
marked  contrast  to  the  clipper  yachts  of  the  New  York  ai 
Boston  pilot  service,  had  bore  away  for  another  vessel — kN 
before  we  passed  the  main  telegraph  station,  and  delivered  o 
mail  bag  at  Kedjeree  (which  don't  arrive  in  Calcutta  till  the  d 
after  we  are  safely  moored),  I  began  to  realize  that  the  ca 
mcrce  of  Calcutta  was  so  extensive  that  a  hundred  pilots  w 
not  considered  too  many  to  escort  the  world's  shipping  op  ai 
down  the  crooks  and  turns,  over  the  mud  points  and  sand  shoa 
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md  through  the  winding  channels  of  that  bogbear  of  the  foreign 
riiqiowner — the  Hoogly.    Steamtng  after  steamtag — some  with 
OM,  some  with  two  or  three  deeply  laden  merchantmen — were 
houriy  passing  oat  to  sea  ;  and  London  Indiamen  and  American 
dippers  were  continually  heaving  in  sight,  most  of  them  in  bal- 
kiti  bound  in  to  get  a  cargo,  and  waiting  for  some  steamer  to 
eome  to  their  assistance.    I  counted  no  less  than  eleven  steam- 
tig  boats  towing  ont  during  the  morning  we  passed  up,  and 
iBveral  ships  were  trying  to  get  out  without  a  steamer — a  dan- 
proos  and  doubtful  economy,  when  they  can  be  obtained,  for 
is  time  lost  would  fully  pay  the  tonnage.    Almost  all  the  way 
is  leadsmen  seemed  busy  with  the  lead,  and  the— "  steady," 
"port^"  and  "starboard''  of  the  gold  laced  pilot — all  done  by 
hidmoticA  from  the  paddlebridge — ^reminded  us  continually  of 
fte  most  difficult  navigation  of  the  river ;  but  from  the  few  ships 
thU  are  lost  here,  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  either  the  pilots  are 
fte  best  in  the  world,  or  that  the  navigation  is  not  so  intricate  as 
iitiie  general  belief.  The  question  of  opening  another  mouth  of 
fte  Ganges — the  Matlah — has  lately  been  mooted,  and  nautical 
9%  and  the  commercial  community,  are  strong  in  recommend- 
kg  it,  while  the  pilots  wage  a  war  of  words  in  repeating  the 
inyni  and  difficulties  of  the  undertaking.    One  side  asserts 
fat  all  that  is  required  is  the  action  of  the  Honorable  Com- 
IPj — only  say  the  word,  say  they,  and  ships  of  the  largest 
iHHigei  and  greatest  depth  of  water,  can  find  their  way  along 
fti  vide  channel,  even  without  a  pilot ;  and  if  the  monsoan  is 
kk,  withoot  a  steamtug,  to  within  thirty  miles  of  Calcutta, 
thors  a  railway  can  be  constructed,  or  a  canal  made,  at  tri- 
fag  eipense,  to  take  the  goods  to  and  fro,  thus  doing  away 
iflk  tbe  neyer  ending  complication  of  the  holy  river,  and  very 

the  port  charges  on  shipping,  which  are  now 
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proach to  the  City— Temples,  Trees  and  Bmigalows— A  City  Hotel 
and  City  Crowd — ^Metropolitan  Sights — The  Mint,  Mnaemn,  Floral 
Exhibition,  and  Great  Men,  Ac 

However  conversant  one  may  be  with  the  history  and  statis- 
tics, imports  and  exports  of  Calcattar— obtained  through  the 
channel  of  books,  papers  and  conversation — he  is  hardly  pre- 
pared to  find  the  Hoogly  so  completely  blocked  op,  as  it  were, 
with  shipping.  Be.fore  oar  anchor  fonnd  the  bottom — before 
oar  gilt  edged  pilot,  with  his  company,  uniformed  leadsmen, 
came  alongside  in  their  twelve  oared  tub  of  a  row  boat^  the 
rowers  looking  more  like  a  cross  between  an  Orang  outang  and 
a  bootjack  than  a  part  of  the  great  human  family,  nncoath, 
ungainly,  unintellectual  and  uncovered — ^before  the  pilot  brig,  a 
marked  contrast  to  the  clipper  yachts  of  the  New  York  and 
Boston  pilot  service,  had  bore  away  for  another  vessel — ^long 
before  we  passed  the  main  telegraph  station,  and  delivered  cor 
mail  bag  at  Kedjeree  (which  don't  arrive  in  Calcutta  till  the  day 
after  we  are  safely  moored),  I  began  to  realize  that  the  com- 
merce of  Calcutta  was  so  extensive  that  a  hundred  pUots  was 
not  considered  too  many  to  escort  the  world*s  shipping  np  and 
down  the  crooks  and  turns,  over  the  mud  points  and  sand  shoal% 
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rough  the  windmg  channels  of  that  bugbear  of  the  foreign 
ner — the  Hooglj.  Steamtog  after  steamtng — some  with 
me  jrith  two  or  three  deeply  laden  merchantmen — were 
passing  oat  to  sea ;  and  London  Indiamen  and  American 
8  were  continually  heaving  in  sight,  most  of  them  in  bal- 
Mmd  in  to  get  a  cargo,  and  waiting  for  some  steamer  to 
o  their  assistance.  I  counted  no  less  than  eleven  steam- 
lats  towing  ont  daring  the  morning  we  passed  np,  and 
ships  were  trying  to  get  oat  withoat  a  steamer — a  dan- 
and  doabtfai  economy,  when  they  can  be  obtained,  for 
le  lost  would  folly  pay  the  tonnage.  Almost  all  the  way 
idsmen  seemed  busy  with  the  lead,  and  the— "  steady,'' 
"  and  "  starboard  '^  of  the  gold  laced  pilot — all  done  by 
lotion  firom  the  paddlebridge — reminded  us  continually  of 
ist  difficult  navigation  of  the  river ;  but  from  the  few  ships 
re  lost  here,  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  either  the  pilots  are 
st  in  the  world,  or  that  the  navigation  is  not  so  intricate  as 
general  belief.  The  question  of  opening  another  mouth  of 
koges — the  Matlah — has  lately  been  mooted,  and  nautical 
nd  the  commercial  conmiunity,  are  strong  in  recommend- 
while  the  pilots  wage  a  war  of  words  in  repeating  the 
*&  and  difficulties  of  the  undertaking.  One  side  asserts 
11  that  is  required  is  the  action  of  the  Honorable  Com- 
-only  say  the  word,  say  they,  and  ships  of  the  largest 
le,  and  greatest  depth  of  water,  can  find  their  way  along 
de  channel,  even  without  a  pilot ;  and  if  the  monso«n  is 
rithout  a  steamtug,  to  within  thirty  miles  of  Calcutta, 
a  railway  can  be  constructed,  or  a  canal  made,  at  trir 
ixpense,  to  take  the  goods  to  and  fro,  thus  doing  away 
tie  never  ending  complication  of  the  holy  river,  and  very 
lessening  the  port  charges  on  shi|^ung,  which  are  now 
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preach  to  the  City — ^Temples,  Trees  and  Bungalows— A  City  Hold 
and  City  Crowd — ^Metropolitan  Sights — The  Mint>  Mnaenm,  Floral 
Exhibition,  and  Great  Men,  Ao. 

However  conversant  one  may  be  with  the  history  and  statis- 
tics, imports  and  exports  of  Calcutta — obtained  through  the 
channel  of  books,  papers  and  conversation — ^he  is  hardly  pre- 
pared to  find  the  Hoogly  so  completely  blocked  np,  as  it  were, 
with  shipping.  Before  our  anchor  found  the  bottom — before 
our  gilt  edged  pilot,  with  his  company,  uniformed  leadsmen, 
came  alongside  in  their  twelve  oared  tub  of  a  row  boat,  the 
rowers  looking  more  like  a  cross  between  an  Orang  ontang  and 
a  bootjack  than  a  part  of  the  great  human  fiunily,  uncouth, 
ungainly,  uuintellectual  and  uncovered — before  the  pilot  brig,  a 
marked  contrast  to  the  clipper  yachts  of  the  New  York  and 
Boston  pilot  service,  had  bore  away  for  another  vesMl — long 
before  we  passed  the  main  telegraph  station,  and  delivered  our 
mail  bag  at  Kedjeree  (which  don't  arrive  in  Calcutta  tUl  the  day 
after  we  are  safely  moored),  I  began  to  realize  that  the  com- 
merce of  Calcutta  was  so  extensive  that  a  hundred  pilots  was 
not  considered  too  many  to  escort  the  world's  shipping  up  aud 
down  the  crooks  and  turns,  over  the  mud  points  and  sand  thoaliy 


pilots'  monopoly.  195 


uA  through  the  windmg  channels  of  that  bogbear  of  the  foreign 
shipowner — the  Hooglj.  Steamtog  after  steamtag — some  with 
one,  some  with  two  or  three  deeply  laden  merchantmen — ^were 
hourly  passing  out  to  sea  ;  and  London  Indiamen  and  American 
dippers  were  continoally  heaving  in  sight,  most  of  them  in  bal- 
kst,  bound  in  to  get  a  cargo,  and  waitmg  for  some  steamer  to 
come  to  their  assistance.  I  counted  no  less  than  eleven  steam- 
tog  boats  towing  out  during  the  morning  we  passed  up,  and 
KTeral  ships  were  trying  to  get  out  without  a  steamer — a  dan- 
gerous and  doubtful  economy,  when  they  can  be  obtained,  for 
the  time  lost  would  fully  pay  the  tonnage.  Almost  all  the  way 
the  leadsmen  seemed  busy  with  the  lead,  and  the—''  steady," 
"  port,"  and  "  starboard  "  of  the  gold  laced  pilot — all  done  by 
hand  motion  firom  the  paddlebridge — ^reminded  us  continually  of 
the  most  difficult  navigation  of  the  river ;  but  from  the  few  ships 
that  are  lost  here,  I  am  led  to  suppose  that  either  the  pilots  are 
the  best  in  the  world,  or  that  the  navigation  is  not  so  intricate  as 
is  the  general  beliet  The  question  of  opening  another  mouth  of 
the  Gauges — the  Matlah — has  lately  been  mooted,  and  nautical 
nen,  and  the  commercial  community,  are  strong  in  recommend- 
ing it,  while  the  pilots  wage  a  war  of  words  in  repeating  the 
dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  undertakmg.  One  side  asserts 
that  all  that  is  required  is  the  action  of  the  Honorable  Com- 
pany— only  say  the  word,  say  they,  and  ships  of  the  largest 
tonnage,  and  greatest  depth  of  water,  can  find  their  way  along 
the  fvide  channel,  even  without  a  pilot ;  and  if  the  monsoon  is 
fair,  without  a  steamtug,  to  within  thirty  miles  of  Calcutta, 
where  a  railway  can  be  constructed,  or  a  canal  made,  at  tri- 
fling expense,  to  take  the  goods  to  and  fro,  thus  doing  away 
with  the  never  ending  complication  of  the  holy  river,  and  very 
orach  lessening  the  port  charges  on  shipping,  which  are  now 
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aboai  five  dollars  to  the  too,  no  matter  how  large  or  hoir  naall 
the  Teasel  The  sobject  looks  so  weQ  that  the  pilots  begin  to 
feel  alarmed  ;  they  bare  bdd  the  monopoly  so  long,  as  ctiH 
fierronts,  that  they  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  be  over  diH 
to  those  that  employ  them.  For  almost  two  cenlories  they 
hare  ruled  the  channel,  for  I  think  the  establishment  was  formed 
as  early  as  1669.  Bat  the  tariff  of  chaiges  woold  seem  to  be 
a  dead  letter,  where  yon  hare  to  pay  the  pilot  that  takes  yon 
oat  a  bonas,  or  gratoity,  of  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  per  ship  orer  the  established  rates.  No  wonder  the 
East  India  Company  are  accused  by  those  who  do  not  under- 
stand the  workings  of  their  system  of  chicanery,  bribery  and 
extortion.  At  the  moment  yon  make  the  lighthouse,  and  get 
yoar  pilot,  yoa  are  painfully  made  aware  that  unless  the  pre- 
sent or  bonus  is  given  to  the  honorable  pOot,  your  ship,  when 
she  is  bound  to  sea,  may  be  delayed  a  week,  and  perhaps  may 
touch  the  shore,  simply  to  remind  the  economical  and  remon- 
stratiye  captain  how  necessary  it  is  to  put  his  hand  deep  hi  his 
pockets,  if  he  wishes  to  safely  reach  an  anchorage  or  to  get  fairly 
out  to  sea.  If  the  custom  demands  it,  and  the  rate  is  too  low 
to  support  nine  brigs  and  an  efficient  staff,  why  not  pass  an  act 
increasing  the  tariff^  rather  than  hare  the  addition  come  in  the 
oresent  humiliating  manner,  both  to  the  givor  and  the  reoeiTer  ? 
Although  only  110  miles  from  Sanger  to  Calcutta,  yet  we  were 
nearly  the  entire  day  in  steaming  that  distance.  I  saw  little 
striking  to  the  fancy  during  the  most  of  the  way.  The  river 
narrows  and  widens  every  little  while,  and  the  scenery  on  the 
banks  is  low,  flat  and  uninteresting,  only  broken  by  an  occasion- 
al group  of  natives  at  their  ablutions,  or  by  the  paddy  fields,  a 
few  trees  now  and  then  shading  a  quaint  old  Hindoo  temple,  a 
Tillage  of  thatched  uncomfortable  looking  native  huts,  or  the 
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Boropean  bungalow  of  the  custom  officer,  who  boards  70a  a 
k»g  waj  down,  so  that  nothing  can  be  landed  without  the  tax. 
Ships  and  steamers  in  the  river  and  ancient  temples  and  Indian 
towns  OD  the  banks  broke  the  day's  monotony  nntil  we  reached 
tin  foliage  oorered  banks  of  the  approaches  to  Calcutta.  Bun- 
galows and  beautiful  trees,  of  great  size,  reminded  us  of  our 
proximitj  to  the  city,  and  when  we  passed  the  bend  in  the 
lifer,  and  garden  reach,  and  the  beautiful  Oriental  residences 
occopied  by  pensioned  Rajahs  and  salaried  officials,  the  mer- 
chant and  the  professional  agent,  all  of  which  buildings  were 
almost  bidden  from  sight  by  trees  and  shrubbery ;  when  we 
law  the  castellated  pile  of  buildings,  known  as  the  Bishop^s 
College ;  when  we  counted  some  six  or  seven  large  steam^s 
laying  alongside  the  P.  and  O.  pier,  and  coal  sheds  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  long  ;  when  the  magnificent  fleet  of  shipping,  arrange 
ed  In  long  lines  by  the  Harbor  Master,  reaching  as  far  as  you 
eao  trace  them,  the  masts  towering  high  in  air,  as  thick  as 
pmes  in  the  Western  forest,  and  the  dty  burst  open  to  our  view, 
vith  its  amalgamated  mass  of  European  and  native  dwellings, 
thopB  and  go-downs,  church  steeples,  monuments  and  public 
buildings,  higher  than  the  rest,  or  least  conspicuous  among  the 
others — ^when  we  b^an  to  blow  off  steam,  and  heard  the  words,' 
"half  speed"  and"stop  her,"  given  from  the  bridge,  we  began 
lo  realize  that  our  passage  wasdrawmg  to  a  dose,  and  that  the 
br  famed  City  of  Palaces  was  at  last  before  us,  and  I  was 
anxious  to  get  ashore,  for  there  seemed  to  be  some  half  a  thoa- 
nod  carriages  driving  up  and  down  the  banks  of  the  river — a 
perfect  holiday  of  gaiety. 

Boatmen  are  as  importunate  here  as  in.China,  and  create  the 
•asM  confufflon — each  one  clamors  for  a  tare  ;  and  if  you  are 
aoi  earefol  your  luggage  will  get  into  as  many  hands  as  it 
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would  amoDg  the  cab  men  at  BaHalo.  A  qnorter  of  a  dollar, 
I  was  told,  was  too  much  to  pay  the  captain  of  his  ax  oared 
boat  for  taking  three  of  ns  ashore  ;  bnt  reallj  I  had  not  the 
oonscience  to  gire  the  poor  naked  deril  less.  Once  on  shore, 
we  headed  for  Spence's  Hotel,  bnt  had  to  walk,  as  no  carriages 
were  at  hand.  After  a  hot,  dnstj  promenade,  escorted  bj  abont 
twenty  individoals,  who,  as  near  as  I  conld  dtstingnish,  were 
perfectly  willing  to  offer  ns  their  services  for  a  small  connder- 
atioD,  we  found  Spence*8 — an  hotel  of  immense  dimensions,  and 
as  little  comfort  as  conld  be  expected. 

The  honse  was  crowded.  Lord  Dalhonsie's  immediate  depart- 
ure and  Lord  Canning's  expected  arrival  had  completely  filled 
every  private  and  public  honse  in  the  city,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  pnt  np  with  a  coal  hole  of  a  room,  in  an  ontside  wing  on  the 
ground  floor,  without  window,  or  even  a  sash  in  the  door— miu 
wash  bowl,  chair  or  furniture,  and  a  mnsquito  curtained  bed, 
that  would  have  given  a  well  bred  dog  the  hydrophobia,  it  was 
so  unclean.  My  friend  Fizwilliams  who  came  down  with  me 
from  China  to  take  the  management  of  the  Commercial  Bank 
of  India,  was  so  fortunate  as  to  get  the  only  decent  suite  of 
rooms  there  was  left,  before  I  got  from  the  boat  Ton  may 
imagine  that  my  delmt  ashore  that  night  would,  to  some  extent, 
remove  the  favorable  impressions  of  the  day  ;  and  they  did,  for 
I  was  already  disgusted.  The  next  day,  however,  I  was  better 
natured,  for  after  I  had  delivered  my  letters  I  found  a  pleasant 
home,  and  a  most  comfortable  suite  of  apartments  were  placed 
at  my  disposal  by  one  of  the  old  merchants  of  Calcutta,  whose 
respected  firm  has  stood  the  blasts  of  Calcutta  panic  for  a  quar* 
ter  of  a  century.  In  a  few  days  I  was  also  made  an  honorary 
member  of  the  celebrated  Bengal  Club,  which  gives  the  eiUrii 
tothehon  vivanU  of  the  place  ;  bnt  the  fonnality  of  introduo- 
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wg,  secondiDg  and  YOting  consumed  almost  all  the  time  I  had 
to  Epare  before  the  sailing  of  the  steamer  ;  I  therefore  content- 
ed mjself  with  looking  at  the  tnrtles  in  the  tank,  looking  over 
the  papers  in  the-  reading  room,  or  glancing  at  the  books  and 
periodicals  upon  the  table.  Even  the  nsaal  Saturday  evening 
diimer — the  grand  affair  of  the  week,  I  had  to  forego,  for  other 
engagements  claimed  the  promises  which  I  had  made,  and  to 
tell  the  truth  my  kind  entertainer  was  always  planning  some 
■ew  excursion —I  hope  some  time  I  may  have  the  pleasure  of 
acknowledging  in  Australia  or  in  my  own  native  land  the  many 
kind  attentions  that  have  been  showered  upon  me. 

The  Nabia  is  to  leave  on  Snnday  morning,  the  9th,  and  I 
have  paid  fonr  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  my  passage  to  Suez, 
and  I  most^  therefore,  not  lose  a  moment  of  my  time  in  roam- 
ing through  the  sight  seeing  places  in  Calcutta.  First,  to  the 
Boyal  Mint,  and  ladies  are  to  accompany  us,  for  Mr.  Ashbur- 
ner  has  got  the  required  permit,  and  will  go  over  the  building 
to  show  OS  the  operation  of  the  coining.  Nothing  but  space 
tad  size  marks  the  building — and  the  msty  looking  sides  show 
the  necessity  of  a  coat  of  paint.  From  room  to  room — com- 
nencing  with  the  gold  and  silver  ingots  as  they  are  taken  from 
the  strong  boxes  in  which  they  had  been  sent  from  England  and 
tke  Continent^  by  sailing  clippers,  or  most  generally  by  over- 
kod  mail — and  ending  with  the  beautiful  coin,  all  shinmg  from 
the  die.  I  saw  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  but  did  not  have  the 
time  to  go  through  it  Here  I  have  had  the  chance  of  seeing 
Cfojthing — and  it  is  a  remarkable  picture — ^for  everything  is 
done  by  natives,  whose  bodies  perspure  under  the  heat  of  the 
ierj  fomaoe,  which  makes  them  look  like  fiends  incarnate.  In 
iae  apartment  I  saw  them  heating  the  sUver  ingots  to  a  red  hot 
heal^  whkfa  were  inmediately  carried  to  the  anvil  to  be  cut  in 
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two  aod  tested,  to  detect  aoy  fraud,  thej  are  then  taken  to 
auctber  room  and  weighed  ;  then  they  must  be  flattened  and 
cat  apart,  made  into  strips  and  hammered  oat  jast  the  width  oi 
a  rapee ;  this  was  after  thej  had  been  melted  with  the  copper. 
Each  apartment  for  each  dntj.  Then  came  the  catting  <tf 
the  pieces  ;  about  fifty  stamps,  one  man  at  each  ;  then  they  had 
to  be  roanded  off  and  weighed,  and  afterwards  have  to  go 
through  the  process  of  cleaning,  polishing,  assorting,  to  see  if 
all  are  perfect,  then  comes  the  finishing  tonch  of  the  die,  when 
the  device  of  the  East  India  (}ompany,  the  yaloe  of  the  coin, 
the  date  of  the  die,  and  the  profile  of  her  most  gradoos  Majesty 
are  impressed  apon  the  silver,  gold  or  copper,  and  the  opera- 
tion of  minting  and  coining  is  completed.  Seldom,  said  the 
overseer,  are  any  of  the  coins  stolen  by  the  coolies  or  laborers^ 
bat  sometimes  the  sircars  or  writers  and  accountants  haTe  been 
found  dishonest ;  but  as  the  metal  is  weighed  out  to  each  de- 
partment, the  overseer  of  that  room  is  held  responsible  for  any 
losses,  60  that  the  absence  of  a  single  coin  is  missed.  When  de- 
tected the  purloiners  have  been  known  to  swallow  the  pieee^ 
and  resort  to  the  most  revolting  practices  to  hide  the  theft. 

Few  instances  of  fraud  have  been  foond  in  rearranging  the 
raw  material,  and  lacs  upon  lacs  of  rupees  are  turned  oat  every 
month.  The  poor  operatives  must  be  shortlived,  for  the  intense 
beat  of  the  furnaces  turns  the  black  men  white. 

From  the  Mint  we  drove  to  the  Museum  or  Asiatic  roomB, 
where  everything  Indian  and  many  things  fneign  are  scattered 
about  in  the  ill-assorted  confusion  of  a  badly  r^ulated  collection 
of  cariosities.  Of  course  everything  here  can  be  seen  in  that 
most  wonderful  collection  in  the  world,  the  British  Museum ; 
and  after  exploring  the  eastern  passages  in  that  roomy  mass  ci 
buildings  there  is  little  to  be  said  about  the  ooUection  of  Oal- 
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entta.  The  ancient  idols  and  tombstones,  the  antiquated  Hin- 
doo carnages  and  emblems  of  their  strange  religion  were  of  the 
most  interest  to  me,  for  the  birds,  insects,  animals,  fossils, 
ftonea,  Ac^  &c.,  or  at  least  many  that  were  of  the  same  family; 
I  had  seen  before.  Yes,  there  was  one  other  thing  most  attract- 
ive, and  that  was  a  most  ingeniously  executed  ivory  model,  made 
by  a  nstiTe  of  that  famous  temple,  that  palace  tomb,  which  the 
great  king  Shah  Jehan  erected  to  the  memory  of  his  beautiful 
and  accomplished  consort — a  perfect  model  of  what  I  most 
wished  to  see,  but  cannot  undergo  the  task  of  the  inland  jour- 
ney— ^that  wonderful  piece  of  ancient  architecture,  which  the 
poet  tourist  of  New  York  calls  "  a  poem,  the  tablets  of  which 
are  marble  and  the  letters  jewels" — that  chaste  erection,  built 
of  the  purest  marble,  more  elaborate  than  the  tomb  of  Akbar, 
or  anything  recorded  in  the  romantic  history  of  Oriental  splen- 
dor—costing a  dozen  Indian  fortunes,  and  would  have  emptied 
e?en  Mr.  Astor's  coffers — ^for  $15,000,000,  says  the  ancient  his- 
torian, was  the  sum  expended  in  rearing  the  temple,  which  from 
base  to  dome  is  262  feet  in  height  Read  once  again  ''  Lallah 
Roddi,"  and  remember  that  this  is  the  resting  place  of  Moore's 
light  of  the  Harem,  the  Nourmahal  of  the  poem.  I  am  fortu- 
nate in  even  seeing  a  model  of  the  enchanting  tomb — ^the  elegant 
Ti^Mahal  at  Agra.  The  workmanship  of  the  model  was  like 
mosaic  or  the  work  boxes  of  Bombay. 

This  morning  the  annual  flower  exhibition  came  off,  and  the 
entertainment  was  most  refreshing,  for  here  you  hare  in  all  their 
natiTO  beauty  the  many  colored,  sweetly  scented  flowers  of  India, 
the  brightest  of  Oriental  plants. 

The  public  buildings  did  not  especially  offer  attraction.  The 
nasioa  rooms,  Metcalf  Hall ;  the  Hindoo  college,  where  Eng- 
fish  la  80  quickly  learned  by  the  apt  natives ;   the  $150,000 
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English  cathedra],  were  among  the  most  prominent^  aftor  the 
Goyemxnent  House. 

I  have  been  most  fortanate  in  mj  arrival  here,  first,  because 
the  excessive  heat  of  summer  had  not  commenced  ;  and  second, 
on  account  of  being  here  at  that  most  interesting  period  in  In- 
dian history,  when  two  Govemor  Generals  are  opening  the 
doors  of  Government  House  to  hospitality  and  the  enlivenment 
of  balls  and  parties. 

My  invitation  says,  "  To  meet  Lady  Canning,"  and  I  am  told 
that  the  entertainment  will  be  on  an  extensive  scale,  as  the  dtj 
is  full  of  civil  and  military  servants  from  all  pans  of  ludia^ 
More  to-morrow,  or  next  day. 


CHAPTEB   XX. 

Calcutta,  Mardi,  4, 1866. 
Odeotta  SoeiAty— Eniertainment  to  Lady  Canning — The  Ball  and  ito 
Beantiet— The  Sopper  and  Celebrities  Present— Ladies,  Warriors  and 
Rnlers — ^Eastern  Costumes  and   High  Dignitaries — ^Lord  Caaning^s 
Role,  Ac. 

Mt  card  of  InTitation  said  nine  (/clock,  and  at  ten  mj  carriage 
was  at  the  door ;  and  although  J  thought  I  was  too  early,  I 
I  found  myself  late  ;  for,  in  one  respect,  we  may  follow  instmct- 
ively  the  East  Indians'  example,  and  that  is  in  keeping  good 
hoars.  The  entrance,  in  fact  the  several  entrances,  throogh  the 
seToral  gateways  to  the  Palace,  had  a  most  imposing  appearance, 
both  sides  of  the  well  made  road  being  lined  with  lamps  wiA 
cocoannt  oil,  blazing  from  erery  post  in  the  grounds — ^a  sight  as 
ttorel  to  me  as  the  Chinese  lanterns  which  so  tast^hlly  illaminate 
the  gardens  of  the  Shanghae  merchants,  when  they  wish  to  give 
an  entertainment  on  an  eztensiye  scale.  Entering  at  the  main 
doorway,  there  were  some  two  hnndred  servants  squatting  in 
rows  in  the  large  entrance  hall,  dressed  in  more  than  all  the 
colors  of  the  dolphin  or  the  rainbow — ^whether  prirate  servants 
or  those  belongmg  to  the  house,  I  did  not  learn,  but  could  but 
notice  their  peculiar  mtting  posture,  like  so  many  pelicans  on  a 
beach.  Walking  through  the  lower  hall,  passing  at  every  time 
tlie  Sepoy  guard,  we  were  shown  up  a  long  staircase,  and  ush- 


204  THE   BALL  AND   ITS  BIAUnKS. 


ered  into  the  reception  room,  withont  haring  our  names  &ti- 
nouiced,  a  contrast  to  such  entertainments  in  London,  where 
yonr  name  is  passed  from  month  to  moath,  more  especially  when 
your  "carnage  stops  the  way.''  On  inquiry  I  found  that  it 
was  not  the  custom,  and  hastened  through  the  outer  hall  to  see 
the  dancers,  whose  numbers  fairly  crowded  one  of  the  larg^ 
halls  I  ever  witnessed.  Before  joining  in  the  dance  I  wished  to 
have  the  "  lions  "  of  the  evening  pointed  out,  and  I  was  (Mrticu- 
larly  fortunate  in  having  for  a  companion  the  accomplished 

Miss ,  whose  name  I  find  against  No.  11  for  a  polka. 

Lord  Canning,  in  a  stiff  black  state  dress,  stood  at  the  head  of 
the  room,  in  front  of  the  chair  of  state— «  native  officer  staoduig 
on  either  side,  with  what  I  supposed  was  the  mace  of  office. 
The  new  Governor  seemed  fairly  lost  amid  the  blaie  of  chan- 
deliers, whose  dazzling  brightness  reflected  from  the  prismatic 
glare  made  my  eyes  ache  with  pain,  so  much  so  that  I  lost  half 
the  enjoyment  of  the  evening.  Lady  Susan  Ramsey,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Lord  Dalhousie,  was  on  the  right,  leading  off,  with  all  the 
gaiety  of  youth,  the  first  quadrille— her  partner  some  gallant 
officer  of  the  Indian  army,  who  wore  upon  his  breast  the  medals 
of  many  battles.  The  daughter  of  the  Commauder-in  Chief  was 
in  the  same  set,  and  received  particular  attention  from  the  ele- 
gaut  aid-dc-camp  by  her  side.  Neither  of  these  young  ladies 
need  look  for  their  portraits  m  the  "  Book  of  Beauty."  Lady 
Canning  did  not  dance  while  I  was  present,  but  reclining  in 
courtly  style  upon  the  r^al  chair,  received  the  court  from  Im 
honored  lord  and  the  several  distinguished  civilians  and  military 
officers  present  The  formality  of  her  reception  was  freenng, 
for  that  aristocratic  bow  was  worse  than  an  electric  shodL 
Ilor  dress  was  of  white  tulle,  over  a  white  satin  skirt^  looped  op 
Willi  red  roscj^  with  a  headdress  of  red  velvet  and  pearls — not^ 
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m  mj  opinion,  el^ant ;  bat  the  blaze  of  diamonds  compensated 
for  what  was  wanting  in  taste.     She  still  possesses  the  marks  of 
nrij  beaoty,  but  time  and  the  dissipations  of  her  exalted  posi- 
tion in  London  have  taken  from  the  attractions  of  yonth.    I 
foond  more  amusement  in  promenading  throngh  the  wide  passage 
ways,  and  in  noticing  the  cliqneish  movements  of  the  gnests, 
than  in  dancing.     In  the  onter  room,  Lord  Dalhonsie  was  re- 
coving  bis  friends,  bat  seldom  rose   from  the  conch   withont 
Aowing  that  too  much  exertion  gave  him  pain,  for  physically, 
bis  constitution  is  shattered  by  hereditary  and  other  insinnat- 
ing  disemaea  ;  bat  his  mind,  strengthened  with  the  weakness  of 
the  body.     Administrative  ability  and  decision  of  character  are 
itamped  upon  his  coantenanco,  and  judging  from  his  features  he 
must  be  capable  of  bearing  great  mental  labor.    Poor  man, 
what  18  all  his  greatness,  with  ill  health  incurable,  always  staring 
bim  in  the  face.    Notwithstanding  the  exertion  of  the  Punkehs, 
the  rooms  were  oppressively  warm,  and  the  dancers  found  more 
color  in  their  usual  pale  cheeks  than  they  had  noticed  for  many 
a  day  ;  but  as  a  general  rde  their  complexion  was  not  improved 
by  the  addition.    The  music  of  the  well  organized  bands  at  the 
extreme  end  of  the  dancing  saloon,  was  most  exhilarating,  and 
Kfved  to  give  the  only  animation  the  formality  of  the  ball  al- 
hmed.    Later  I  isaw  a  significant  movement  of  the  great  leaders 
lowiidB  the  stairs,  all  pairing  off  with  punctilious  ceremony,  and 
Mowing  on  I  found  myself  in  the  supper  room,  a  room  even 
fayrger  than  the  saloon,  the  tables  arranged  after  the  shape  of 
tfaree-lbarths  of  a  square,  and  a  long  one  in  the  entrance  aisle 
adjouuog,  and  seats  and  plates  for  at  least  fifteen  hundred 
goeBta  ;  and  yet  there  were  many  who  remained  without  a  place, 
MfwM  among  the  rest,  for  I  was  too  busy  in  noticing  the  move- 
of  thoae  around  me  to  look  out  for  number  one.    Ameri- 
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can  i^les,  American  biscuits  and  American  ices  were,  in  realitj, 
the  loxaries  of  the  table,  especially  to  me  ;  but  eTerything 
that  money  can  purchase  in  the  East  helped  to  ornament  the 
banquet  and  administer  to  the  palate  ;  bnt  the  moat  con^ic- 
nous  dish  of  an  Indian  table  is  carry,  in  as  many  forms  as  there 
are  castes  in  Bengal,  bnt  that  dish  is  never  seen  upon  the  sap- 
per table.  The  banquet  hall  was  too  large  to  be  adorned,  and 
the  guests  too  numerous  to  enjoy  themsdyes,  and  the  sapper 
passed  off  with  only  the  motions  of  the  eaters  and  the  rattling 
of  the  plates  and  knives,  for  there  was  not  a  sentiment  given 
from  the  noble  guest  at  the  head  of  the  hall,  not  even  the  health 
of  the  Queen.  As  silently  as  they  entered  they  left  the  table 
and  again  the  dancers  are  on  the  floor  ;  but  I  am  not  among 
them,  for  I  find  peculiar  interest  in  watching  the  motions  of  the 
State  prisoners,  and  distinguished  natives,  who,  dressed  in  the 
picturesque  costume  of  their  country,  had  been  invited  to  pa^ 
take  in  the  festivities  of  those  who  had  brought  them  to  their 
present  humiliating  position.  Kings,  Princes  and  Rajahs,  or 
their  descendants,  were  there  bowing  and  cringing  under  the 
iron  rule  of  military  power.  There  was  the  grandson  of  the 
great  warrior  chief  who  so  long  kept  the  English  at  bay  in  his 
almost  impenetrable  fastnesses  that  nature  had  made  for  him, 
and  also  in  that  stronghold  of  which  European  architects  most 
have  drawn  the  plan — Seringapatam — Tippoo  Sultan,  the  son 
of  the  great  Hyder  Ali,  Ghoolam  Mahomet,  and  his  son  Feeros 
Shah,  were  the  descendants  of  those  great  men  who,  three 
generations  ago,  were  the  terror  of  the  Deccan  ;  and  had 
his  great  ancestor  lived  to  hold  his  power,  Ohoolam  would  have 
been  the  most  powerful  and  the  wealthiest  of  all  the  Indian 
princes.  These  two  have  just  returned  from  England,  where 
they  were  courted  and  fHtd  by  crowned  heads  and  noble  peen 
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die  most  diBtiiigiiished  lions  of  the  day — but  at  Goyernment 
House  they  pass  nnnoticed,  and  are  taught  to  remember  that 
they  are  beggars  only,  dependent  upon  an  English  pension. 

There,  too,  were  the  brave  Seikhs  of  the  monntain  passes, 
tiioee  bdd  chieftains  who  fought  like  tigers  in  their  dens — 
Sheer  Singh  and  Chatter  Singh — ^who  held  their  conntry  daring 
that  memorable  campaign  of  '48  and  '49,  and  finally,  overpow- 
ered by  the  soperior  force  brought  against  them — after  going 
throogh  the  celebrated  battles  of  Ghillian  Wallah  and  Gooje- 
lab,  were  finally  brought  to  bay  at  Bawol  Pindee,  where,  after 
the  most  obstinate  war,  they  surrendered  their  sabres  to  Sir 
Walter  Gilbert^  the  able  General  who  was  made  a  G.  G.  B. 
and  a  Baronet  for  his  bravery  and  judgm^t  on  that  occasion. 
It  was  pitifol  to  see  brave  warriors  so  pamfully  humiliated,  for 
they  moved  about  the  room  in  their  stocking  feet  like  so  many 
aatomatons,  shrinking  and  cringing  before  their  conquerers, 
evincing  the  greatest  pleasure  in  receiving  the  least  attention 
from  the  civilians  in  the  room.  Their  appearance  without  shoes 
IB  by  order  of  the  Governor  General,  to  remind  them  of  their 
disgrace,  and  to  show  proper  respect  to  those  that  hold  the 
sway — this  I  am  told  is  the  custom  of  the  land.  This  last  tax 
upon  their  pride  might  at  least  have  been  passed  over,  for  why 
strike  them  while  they  are  down  ?  These  Princes,  it  will  be 
remembered,  were  the  chieftains  of  the  Punjaob,  and  their  sur- 
render was  the  signal  of  annexing  that  great  kingdom  to  the 
British  empire.  The  Ameers  of  Scind,  I  believe,  are  also 
among  the  dark  faces  opposite.  Other  warriors  as  brave  as 
they  have  been  onfortonate — the  captives,  or  rather  the  victims, 
of  Sir  Charles  Napier,  who,  following  the  model  of  Perry  on 
the  lakes,  and  the  great  Roman  General,  and  of  Bosquet  at 
the  Malakoff,  marked  his  despatch  by  its  brevity.    The  pun  was 


too  good  to  be  lost,  and  the  smiple  LfttiB  word  "Pflocan," 
went  forward  to  the  GoTemor  Gtntnl — I  kmte  dmmei.  No 
more  were  shown  me,  bat  I  bdirre  there  were  wtrtnl  otker  dis- 
tiDguished  chieftainfl,  who  were  now  bat  piwianiTn.  Tliere 
were  alao  ^>eciineiis  of  natiTe  echoUn,  mat  of  great  abilities 
as  lawyers  and  adrocates,  present — ikien  wfaflse  inteUect  wooid 
roeasore  argnment  with  Western  minda^  and  whose  high  posi- 
tioD  in  the  company's  ooorts  8taiiq>  them  with  the  nnmistakable 
mark  of  genius.  I  suppose  that  Hnr-Chonder  Ohoae,  the  na- 
tire  Judge  of  the  small  canse  eoart,  maj  be  oonodered  one  of 
the  most  accomplished  men  of  the  time.  His  manners  bespeak 
the  gentleman,  and  he  seems  as  fiuniliar  with  the  world's  his- 
tory as  those  who  make  it  their  eqpeeial  study ;  and  the  natife 
counsel  to  the  goremment,  Bama  Parshad  Roy,  is  another 
ornament  of  the  Bengal  bar,  and  possesses  the  confidence  of  all 
who  are  brought  in  contact  with  him ;  and  natiye  bankers  and 
natire  merchants  are  noticeable  among  the  Oriental  costumes 
here — for  there  is  Pnrsunnee  Boomar  Tajore,  assistant  derk  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  cousin  of  the  famous  Dwarkanath,  who 
made  such  a  furore  when  he  arrived  in  London — even  petted 
by  peeresses,  and  especially  noticed  by  the  Queen,  who  [re- 
sented him  with  her  miniature  ;  and  yet  this  man,  I  am  told, 
was  a  greater  scamp  in  his  way  than  Uppoo  Saib — for  while 
he  was  giving  one  lac  of  rupees  to  some  charitable  institntioD, 
he  was  grinding  two  lacs  out  of  his  half  starved  Ryots,  and 
there,  also,  is  Rnm-Qopal  Qhose,  a  merchant  of  kingly  wealth, 
but  not  loaded  down  with  jewels  like  some  of  the  rest  Maoj 
of  these  princes,  and  natives  not  of  royal  family,  were  walking 
jeweller's  shops.  Pearls,  emeralds  and  diamonds,  and  precious 
stones  of  priceless  value  dazzled  in  the  light  of  the  candelabras, 
and  were  re&ected  back  from  the  mirrors ;  and  silks  and  satos. 


■ASTERN  COflTOMI — HIGH   0I6NITARIKS.  809 


too  expensiye  to  be  purchased,  marked  some  of  the  more 
priocelj  of  the  naUve  gaests.  Some  of  the  State  prisoners 
were  seen  to  walk  directly  before  Lord  Dalhoosie— perhaps  to 
show  his  coantrymen  present  that  their  rank  was  higher  than 
his,  or  that  they  were  as  bold  as  he  was  proud — hesitating,  at 
first,  as  if  making  np  their  minds  and  then  adrancing. 

^e  ball  is  not  a  fancy  ball,  and  yet  it  would  almost  seem  so 
to  a  stranger,  for  the  dresses  of  the  native  dignitaries  at  once 
attract  the  observer  ;  and  these,  together  with  the  gay  uniforms 
of  the  Indian  ofl^rs,  sprinkled  about  the  room,  in  marked 
contrast  to  the  plain  black  dress  of  the  well  paid  civilian,  give 
a  Newport  look  to  the  entertamment ;  for,  with  the  heads  of 
the  army  and  navy,  intermingled  with  a  regiment  of  deposed 
princes^  and  ladies  dressed  in  the  present  many  colored  fashions, 
yoQ  have  a  tableaa  not  often  seen  in  the  West. 

About  one  the  guests  began  to  leave,  and  passing  through 
the  reception  room,  gave  a  parting  shake  of  the  hand,  or,  where 
not  so  well  acquainted,  a  farewell  bow  to  the  distinguished  man 
who,  for  eight  years  past  (say  his  friends)  has  so  ably  ruled  the 
destinies  of  British  India. 

I  need  not  say  that  I  was  disappointed  with  the  Government 
Hoose.  Without,  the  green  uncovered  lawn  is  peculiarly 
Kngiish,  and  111  admit  I  liked  the  emerald  lode ;  but  not  a 
tree  gives  shade  to  the  grounds  for  they  breed  musquitoes  and 
barricade  the  air,  said  my  informant ;  but  really  I  cannot  en- 
dorse the  excose  ;  fitv  what  Is  more  beautiful  than  the  umbra- 
geous coolness  of  their  shadow  7  There  is  one  break  to  the 
monotonous  and  bare  appearance  of  the  grounds,  and  that  was 
the  miniature  garden  plot,  where  flowers  and  shrubbery  grow  in 
tropical  beauty.  The  four  huge  brick  and  mortar  ends  of  the 
bouse,  topped  off  with  the  uron  dome  in  the  centre,  present  no 
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attractire  style  of  architecture,  and  there  is  nothing  more  com- 
mandiDg  within.  Toa  will  notice  nothing  more  marked,  whfle 
promenading  from  room  to  room,  than  the  Inxariona  wealth  of 
space  and  the  parsimonioos  poTertj  of  fomitore. 

Lord  Canning  has  launched  his  bark  on  the  ware  of  Indian 
public  opinion  ;  but  be  has  done  it  dumsflj  enoogh — for  I  saw 
bim  land  with  flags  streaming  over  and  about  him,  and  the 
cannon  roaring  from  the  fort ;  the  state  carriage  waited  for  him, 
and  the  noble  bearing  horsemen  of  the  natire  cayalrj  showed 
then*  pride  in  being  the  bodj  guard  of  the  Qoyemor  General. 
Slowly  be  moved  along  the  Sepoy  lines,  which  were  ranged 
along  either  side  of  the  roadway,  from  the  Chandpanl  Ohant 
to  Goverment  House,  where  the  great  dignitaries  of  the  land 
were  waiting  to  give  bim  wdcome.  He  gazed  Tacantly  upon 
the  novel  sight  1  but  even  when  passing  European  officers  who 
salute  him,  and  fair  ladies  who  wave  their  handkerchiefs,  there 
is  no  recognition  from  his  lordship,  while  Lady  Canning  ack- 
nowledges, and  most  gracefully  too,  the  courtesy.  How  odd 
that  he  should  be  so  very  austere  I  When  he  arrives  at  Govern- 
ment House  his  manners  are  formal,  even  to  meeting  his  ac- 
quaintance Lord  Dalhousie.  Public  opinion  is  dead  in  India, 
else  most  certainly  there  would  be  more  animation  and  les 
coldness  in  a  state  reception.  How  different  all  this  looks  from 
the  Anglo-Saxon  customs  I  A  few  months,  and  if  he  sharea 
the  fate  of  those  who  have  gone  before  him,  Lord  Gannii^  will 
bo  the  best  abused  man  in  India,  fcnr  the  young  Bengalists  are 
radicals. 


CHAPTER   XXI. 

Galoutta,  March  6, 1866. 
An  Ereniiig  DriTe— Glorioas  Sonset— Scenes  in  the  Suborhe  of  Calcat- 
to — ^A  Oliuice  at  the  Riyer — ^Forts  on  the  Banks — ^Notabilities  Out 
Riding — ^Lord  Dalhousie's  Departure. 

Thi  esplanade,  more  than  all  else  thus  far  in  the  Bengal  capi« 
tal,  has  left  the  most  lasting  impression  on  mj  mind — when  the 
son  shots  off  his  homing  brightness — jost  before  twilight  has  let 
her  cortain  down,  and  pinned  it  with  a  star — when  the  Indian 
day  has  departed,  and  the  Indian  evening  is  born;  Aboot  the 
boor  of  five  o'clock  the  stranger  is  introdoced  to  a  scene  of 
gaietj  and  gladness,  a  pictore  of  Oriental  and  Anglo-Saxon 
life  that  it  woold  be  difficolt  to  cross  from  off  the  memory's 
tablet  I  am  no  enthusiast,  nor  can  I  paint,  my  yonth  has 
been  boned  among  the  dry  leaves  of  commerce — the  cobweb 
realities  of  the  coonting  hoose — the  invoice,  the  ledger,  and 
the  ship — and  now,  on  the  restless  drifting  of  never-ceasing 
change,  I  am  purchasing  dearly  enoogh  by  absence  from  my 
famUy,  my  first  draoght  of  Oriental  customs  and  Indian  habits. 
Tlie  evening  drive,  however,  as  delightfol  as  it  is  strange,  woold 
make  me  forget  my  conmiission  acconnt,  were  not  the  familiar 
names  of  clipper  ships  always  before  me  as  they  range  along 
the  anchorage.  All  there  is  of  Eoropean  and  Western  life  in 
Calcotta  is  reflected  every  evening  on  the  coarse  ;  and  as  I  lay 
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off  SO  lazily  in  mj  baroache,  I  ceq  bat  contemplate  the  scene 
60  singularly  beautifal.  Ik.  Marvel  should  have  driyen  on  the 
Course  after  he  had  been  brooding  over  his  sea  coal  fire.  There 
was  the  holy  river  coursing  far  up  above  the  city,  far  away  be- 
yond the  suburbs — past  the  hunting  fields  of  the  fierce  Mahrat- 
tas — winding  its  many  coils  through  the  palace  gardens  on  its 
sacred  banks,  past  the  umbrageous  banyan,  the  palm,  the 
sycamore  and  cocoa  trees,  past  heathen  temples,  rusting  under 
the  corroding  influence  of  climate  and  ot  time  ;  and  as  it  loses 
itself  in  the  distance  far  beyond  Barrackpore,  and  your  imagi- 
nation traces  it  beyond  your  visional  reach,  torturing  its  bends 
through  the  vast  possessions  of  the  honorable  company  and  the 
paddy  fields  that  give  so  many  millions  nourishment — past  the 
wheat  and  the  corn  and  the  indigo  plantations — ^near  where  the 
poppy  blossoms  bloom  under  government  stimulants,  to  raise  a 
few  more  lacs  to  pay  the  army,  no  matter  how  great  the  misery 
that  every  chest  of  opium  may  cfbcasion  in  the  seaport  families 
of  the  Celestial  Empire — ^past  the  Zemindars,  whose  tyrant 
power  grinds  the  life  blood  out  of  the  poor  ryot  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  dollars  per  annum,  without  rations,  or  house,  or  home 
(the  lion's  share  of  which  finds  its  way  into  the  Bengal  treasury) 
— worse  in  some  instances  than  the  Legreep  of  "  Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin,''  that  raised  such  a  storm  of  virtuous  indignation  and 
false  philanthropy  at  the  Sutherland  House — past  the  Saracenic 
ruins  of  Hindoo  temples,  endearing  because  so  gray  with  age, 
by  the  Sepoy  camp,  where  English  officers  are  the  lords  of  na- 
tive regiments — till  it  finally  loses  itself  among  the  valleys  that 
base  the  mountain  ranges,  and  in  company  with  some  of  its 
branches  waters  the  roots  of  the  towering  Himalayas — lost  as 
you  may  be  in  reverie,  your  fancy  is  now  arrested  by  the  soul 
stirring  music  of  the  regimental  bands  (made  perfectly  harmo> 
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nioiis  bj  constant  jears  of  practice)  in  the  garden  enclosure, 
where  nnrses  and  children  most  do  congregate,  and  where,  in 
the  little  arbor,  yon  may  find  an  American  apple  or  an  Ameri* 
can  ice — ^fellow  countrymen  one  is  so  glad  to  meet  with.  The 
thrill  of  martial  airs  ringing  through  the  trees,  and  the  yolnp- 
tnons  breeze  of  the  Indian  evening  fanning  off  the  bnrthensome 
eares  of  day,  would  put  you  asleep  in  your  easy  moving  car- 
riage were  your  senses  not  kept  always  active  by  the  passing 
and  repasdng  of  "  fair  ladies  and  brave  men."  All  that  is  at- 
tracttve  in  Calcutta  may  be  seen  at  the  daily  reunion  of  the 
drive.  The  scene  is  most  unlike  anything  I  ever  witnessed. 
The  Praya  Qrande  of  Macao  faces  the  water  and  so  does  the 
grass  plot  at  Singapore — the  Bund  at  Shanghae — the  Botanical 
Qardens  at  Sydney — the  Governor's  road  to  his  new  residence, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Derwent,  in  Tasmania ;  but  not  as  the 
CBphmade  looks  upon  the  Hoogly — for  here  you  combine  so  many 
attractions.  Some  seventy  American  banners  have  been  stream-  «^ 
ing  during  the  day,  from  the  beautiful  clippers  of  my  own  fair 
land — and  the  flags  of  England  and  of  France,  and  Continen- 
tal States  have  been  furled  for  the  night,  again  to  open  their 
gaudy  colors  in  the  morning. 

The  ships  of  all  nations  are  crowding  each  other  in  long  rows 
— ^three  and  four  abreast — ^for  miles  along  the  pleasure  ground, 
tome  deeply  laden  and  waiting  impatiently  to  commence  their 
Toyage,  and  be  towed  to  sea — (for  few  shipmasters  care  to  trust 
themselves  without  a  steamtug,  even  did  the  haughty  pilot  con- 
sent to  take  them  down  with  canvass)— others  have  just  arrived, 
and  in  ballast  trim,  yon  at  once  detect  the  symmetrical  lines  of 
the  New  England  clipper  model — some  bring  their  charters 
irith  them,  some  find  them  at  their  agents',  the  overland  mail 
anlieipating  the  ship's  arrival— others  load  on  owner's  account, 
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while  not  a  few  are  seeking  for  employment ;  bat  Joflt  now  the 
uncertaiutj  in  the  afDurs  of  Eorope  makes  the  fireigfatiiig  boih 
ness  tremble,  and  the  rate  is  daily  dropping  from  thirty  doUan^ 
and  possibly  may  go  ten,  and  high  sounding  names  who  have 
chartered  ships  in  England  and  America  at  the  advaDced  rates 
will  be  fortnnate  if  they  are  able  to  fulfill  the  charters.  The 
chartering  of  American  clippers  through  London  brokers,  for 
houses  in  Calcutta,  is  merely  a  matter  of  speculation,  as  Jacob 
Little  would  purchase  stocks  in  WaU  street  If  freights  ad- 
vance all  goes  well,  if  they  fall,  thereby  hangs  a  tale  ;  but  to 
me  the  times  look  as  blue  as  an  indigo  box.  Alongside  the 
Boston  clipper,  the  staunch  East  Indiaman,  belonging  to  the 
Greens,  the  Wigrams  and  the  Lindsays  of  England  ;  the  teak 
built  full  modeled  craft  of  the  Honorable  Company,  still 
staunch  and  strong,  though  half  a  century  old  ;  the  long,  grace- 
ful propellers  of  the  P.  and  O.  seeming  to  say,  in  their  porae- 
proud  insolence,  oppose  me  if  yon  dare — all  these  are  to  be 
seen  during  your  evening  drive  and  while  your  object  is  plea- 
sure. The  merchant,  unknowingly,  wanders  from  silks  and 
sdtins  to  freights  and  charters,  and  hence  my  discursive  note ; 
for  when  taking  my  pen  I  did  not  intend  to  speak  of  linseed 
and  saltpetre,  of  naval  architecture  and  East  Indian  monopo- 
lies, but  to  describe  the  sensations  that  are  sure  to  possess  the 
traveler  as  he  moves  along  the  picturesque  banks  of  the  Hoogly. 
The  Grst  evening  I  was  early  on  the  Course,  which  gave  me 
ample  time  to  visit  that  splendid  work  of  military  tactics,  Fort 
William,  whose  formidable  ramparts  at  once  show  the  Yauban 
school,  with  all  the  improvements  of  the  present  day  ;  and 
riding  through  the  winding  avenues  I  was  struck  with  the  well 
arranged  barracks,  the  neat  architectural  chapel,  the  quarters 
of  the  officers,  the  green  sward  parade  ground,  prisons,  Ac, 


worn  OH  THK  BANKS — ^ELKGANT   IQUIPAOIS.  215 


wliich  told  of  the  skill  and  knowledge  of  the  constractor  and 
the  present  garrison  engineer.  The  grounds  cover  a  large  area, 
and  to  properly  fortify  the  fort  ten  thousand  men  are  required. 
It  would  be  difficnlt  for  any  Indian  army  to  take  it,  at  least  in 
thirty  days,  however  strong.  It  answers  two  purposes — first, 
m  protecting  the  Hoogly,  for  no  enemy  would  dare  to  pass  its 
Crowning  gnns  ;  and  second,  in  case  of  invasion,  thirty  thousand 
tro(^  can  find  protection  within  its  walls  and  embankments. 

No  Snrajah  Dowlah  would  have  the  courage  for  another  in- 
ynmoUj  and  the  fierce  bands  of  Mahratta  horsemen  that  for- 
merly swept  through  Bengal  are  only  known  in  history. 

On  returning  through  one  of  the  military  roads,  I  found  the 
esplanade  crowded  with  elegant  equipages,  and  evening  after 
evoiing  I  was  driven  along  the  drive,  watching  the  interesting 
^wctacle — now  walking  in  long  rows,  and  now  hurrying  on  in 
delightful  confusion,  carriage  behind  carriage,  their  occupants 
dressed  as  for  a  ball.  You  saw  all  that  was  gay  in  the  capital ; 
and  many  are  the  romantic  stories  of  love  and  of  gossip  which 
are  told  you,  if  your  companion  be  a  lady,  and  of  thrilling  ad- 
fentore  and  hairbreadth  escapes,  if  of  the  other  sex.  Where 
a  commanity  have  held  an  evening  levee  at  the  same  hour,  and 
at  the  same  place,  day  after  day,  Sundays  not  excepted,  for 
generatrons,  in  an  Indian  country,  there  must  be  many  incidents 
on  record  of  the  romance  and  misery  of  Indian  life.  Some  of 
the  establishments  would  not  blush  to  be  seen  in  Hyde  Park, 
and  many  of  the  Arab  horses  on  the  green  would  attract  at- 
tention in  Rotten  row.  The  distinguished  potentates  of  the 
company  spare  no  expense  in  endeavoring  to  eclipse  their  neigh- 
bors, and  salaries,  surprising  to  the  officials  of  other  lands,  are 
squandered  as  quickly  as  they  are  received.  The  Governor 
OeneraFa  oarriage  is  lost  sight  of  the  moment  some  of  the  na- 
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tive  princes  make  their  appearance,  and  the  Ck>mmander-itt- 
Chief  of  the  army,  the  members  of  the  Ckmncfl,  who  reoeife 
forty  thousand  dollars  per  annom,  and  other  high  salaried 
officers  of  the  civil  serrice,  are  not  able  to  cope  with  the  Inx- 
nriant  extrayagance  of  Baboos  who  connt  their  wealth  bj  laa 
of  poands. 

Coant  D'Orsay,  as  he  is  dubbed,  for  having  been  horse- 
whipped for  twice  throwing  a  bouquet  into  a  lady's  carriage, 
seems  to  be  the  native  Bean  Brmnmel  of  the  Coarse  in  cverv- 
thing  but  wealth,  for  his  estates  are  princely.  There  most  be 
white  blood  in  his  veins,  for  his  complexion  is  fear  and  his  fea- 
tures are  noticeable  for  their  regularity.  The  Baboo  Mollicks 
are  also  out  in  their  splendid  teams,  and  I  note  another  native 
**  b'hoy "  in  a  New  York  buggy ;  and  there  is  Ohoolam 
Mahomet  on  a  beautiful  Arab,  prancing,  and  near  by  is  the 

belle  of  Calcutta,  the  beautiful  Miss ,  but  the  Indian 

climate  has  driven  the  roses  from  her  cheek,  and  the  lilies  thai 
have  displaced  them  tell  of  ill  health  and  a  longing  for  her 
English  home.  Hindoos  of  high  rank,  dressed  in  their  attrac- 
tive garb  of  many  colors,  and  Hnssulmen  whose  fanaticism  has 
often  made  them  brave  in  war ;  Rajahs  with  a  princely  pension, 
and  Princes  whose  wealth  cannot  be  counted  ;  military  leaders 
who  have  won  position  and  honors  by  bravery,  and  those  who 
have  never  seen  action,  although  gray  in  the  service.  These 
and  more  are  passing,  and  merchants  are  here,  and  tradesmen 
and  a  little  way  on  yon  see  a  row  of  buggies^  the  torn  oat  of 
the  American  captain,  (the  charge  for  which  I  did  not  folly 
understand  when  examining  the  disbursement  accoont  of  Boston 
packets  that  had  been  to  Calcutta)  whose  clipper  is  the  theme 
of  comment — she  is  kept  so  neat  and  tidy  ;  and  when  riding  on 
the  course  with  his  own  team,  he  looks  as  prood  as  the  best  of 
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tibem.  I  enjoyed  the  Course  ;  It  was  so  cheerful  to  meet  again 
with  thoM  whom  we  had  met,  to  gaze  again  npon  the  shipping, 
to  note  again  the  massiTe  atrengtb  of  Fort  William,  to  feel  the 
refreshing  coolness  of  the  sea  air  as  it  came  up  the  rifer  with 
the  Ude,  to  fall  perhaps  into  a  doze  as  the  distant  music  trembles 
on  the  air,  and  awaking  to  notice  some  baroocbo  with  liverj 
more  gay  than  the  rest,  or  some  ladj  who  knows  that  she  is 
the  object  of  attraction.  The  Calcuttutea  hare  become  so 
habituated  to  the  erening  drive,  that  they  wonld  as  soon  forego 
tfanr  meals  or  their  ablutions  as  to  omit  the  daily  reuniou,  which 
combines  the  pleosnie  of  society  with  the  luxury  of  recreation. 
Lord  Dalhoosie'B  departure  was  early  announced,  and  ar- 
rangements during  thb  past  few  days  bare  been  consummated 
to  Dsher  bim  out  with  the  same  pomp  and  circumstance  as  Lord 
Canning  was  ushered  in.  As  early  as  foar  o'clock  the  regi- 
neots  began  to  gather,  and  by  half  post  four  the  companiea 
bad  lined  the  road  from  the  palace  to  the  stcumcr.  And  here 
again  I  had  the  opportnnity  of  admiring  the  drill  and  tactics 
of  the  Sepoy  troops.  Many  of  them  are  iioblc  louking  fellows, 
and  some  of  the  native  officers  com[)are  favorubly  in  form  and 
Borement  with  the  white  man.  The  household  troops,  or  body 
gnard,  are  all  picked  men,  and  yon  would  uot  wish  to  see  a 
finer  body  of  cavalry.  At  five  o'clock  the  guns  from  the  fort 
began  to  roar,  and  we  at  once  knew  that  his  Lordship  hud 
Karted  from  Government  House.  An  hour  later  the  Governor 
vai  in  his  yacht,  the  regiments  were  marching  to  tlieir  bar- 
lacks  ;  the  friends  of  the  Governor,  nnder  Prinsep'a  monumen- 
tal tablet,  had  waved  their  last  handkerchief  and  resumed  their 
earrisges  and  their  gossip  ;  the  pleaEure  seekers  were  ngaiu 
vfou  the  Course,  to  comment  npon  the  occurrences  of  his  de- 
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partnre  ;  the  coolies  began  to  disperse  ;  the  cmnnon  wen 
hushed,  the  bells  ceased  to  ribrate,  and  Lord  Dalhcosie  was  on 
his  waj  to  England,  to  be  censored  and  be  praised,  whOe  Lord 
Canning  was  left  to  govern  India. 


OHAPTEB   XXII. 

Caloctta,  Mareh  8, 1866. 
BoUny  and  Hfttond  History  at  and  from  Barrackpore— A  Yuit  to  tha 
Oardana— Hindoo  Temples,  Piety  and  Wonhippen — ^Burning  of  the 
Dead — European   Tradesmen  in  Calcutta — ^Native  Oambling— Tlie 
Oelitarlong  Monnment— A  Look  at  the  City  from  the  Top,  d^c. 

Mt  trip  to  Barrackpore — some  twelve  miles  by  the  river — I 
vas  moch  pleased  with,  for  our  party  was  a  jovial  one,  composed 
cf  Americans  and  Englishmen,  and  the  day  was  cool  for  the  sea- 
son. A  native  boat  and  a  native  crew,  a  fair  tide  and  a  flowing 
riieet^  took  ns  to  onr  landing  place  in  two  honrs  time,  and,  with 
vnbrellas  over  onr  heads,  we  passed  the  day  in  walking  through 
the  extensive  grounds  of  the  Qovemor's  country  park  and  resi- 
dence,  and  could  but  admire  the  art  that  made  the  grounds  so 
much  resemble  nature.  The  forest  trees  are  dotted  over  the 
green  lawn,  which  rises  and  falls,  through  plains  and  hills,  with 
irregular  tastefiilness.  Ton  can  hardly  believe  that  all  has  been 
done  by  man.  Many  of  the  trees  were  of  great  size,  and  the 
bamboo  dusters  covered  large  spaces  of  land.  The  menagerie 
was  the  magnet  that  brought  us  here,  and  that,  of  course  claim- 
ed the  most  of  our  attention.  Van  Amburgh's  collection  paled 
before  the  Governor  Qeneral's,  notwithstanding  that  many  of 
the  cages  are  empty.  Most  of  the  animals  here  I  have  seen  in 
the  Jardin  des  Plants,  at  Paris,  and  the  Zoological  Gardens  in 
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London  ;  but  the  chief  attraction  was  to  see  the  native  animab 
on  their  own  ground.  Tigers,  bears,  leopards,  jackals,  &c.,  and 
other  Indian  animals,  were  growling  under  the  excessive  heat  d 
their  cages,  while  the  monkeys  kept  up  the  most  incessant  chit* 
tering,  and  the  parrots  and  beautiful  Indian  birds  were  striviog 
to  make  their  voices  heard  amid  the  noise.  There  were  two 
rhinoceroses,  of  most  ongainly  dimensions,  and  their  nglinett 
was  only  exceeded  by  their  ferocity.  I  don't  know  which  animal 
is  the  most  ungainly,  when  yon  start  them  on  the  mn — the 
rhinoceros  or  the  giraffe — either  are  as  awkward  as  can  be  inh 
agined.  There  were  some  twenty  elephants,  for  war  and  other 
purposes,  some  of  which  were  of  gigantic  fflze  ;  they  were  not 
piling  timber  by  the  river  in  town  as  they  often  do,  I  am  sony 
to  say,  for  I  should  like  to  see  such  huge  monsters  show  their 
sagacity.  Just  opposite  to  the  park  is  the  Danish  settlemeiit^ 
which  recently  has  changed  hands.  On  a  grass  plot,  under  i 
palm  tree,  we  found  our  pic  nic  spread  ;  and  as  oar  appetites 
were  sharpened  by  the  excercise  and  a  long  fast,  we  did  jnstiGe 
to  the  repast,  while  huge  carrion  birds  were  sweeping  over  our 
beads  and  near  our  food  with  unpleasant  familiarity.  The  wind 
was  against  us,  returning,  and  it  was  dark  before  we  got  to  Cal- 
cutta, but  I  was  in  time  for  the  dinner  party. 

Yesterday  I  visited  the  Botanical  Gardens,  where  for  many 
years  large  sums  of  money  have  been  expended  to  make  it 
worthy  of  the  Bengal  public.  Here  I  saw  the  great  banyan 
tree,  which  I  at  once  recognized,  for  I  had  seen  it  in  mj  primi- 
tive school  book,  in  miniature  when  I  went  to  a  woman's  school 
It  would  be  worth  a  half  a  milh'on  in  Wall-street,  and  Bammn 
is  just  the  man  to  import  it  and  make  another  fortune.  It  is  an 
imposmg  spectacle,  with  its  one  hundred  and  ten  tranks,  oof' 
ering  more  than  an  acre  of  ground,  and  is  one  of  the  great  d^ 
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jecti  of  interest  in  Bengal.  It  is  a  noble  work  of  God,  standing 
prondlj  bj  itself  giving  shade  to  a  hecatomb  of  cattle  or  a  r^ 
aeot  of  soldiers — the  prond  monarch  of  the  Indian  forest,  who 
Eres  to  grow  old,  a  type  of  man,  with  sons  and  daughters,  grand 
diQdren  and  great-great  grand  children  growing  np  aroond  and 
aboot  the  parent  trunk  with  an  eifection  and  solicitude  more 
than  human,  for  the  marriages  and  intermarriages  never  break 
■p  the  household,  but  only  strengthen  the  links  that  bind  them 
together  ;  wherever  there  is  a  weak  point  in  the  extended  arm 
cf  the  parent  tree,  out  shoots  a  sprout  forthwith  and  fastening  in 
die  ground  afresh,  another  support  and  new  life  is  thrown  into 
the  mammoth  trunk  ;  and  no  storm,  however  terrible,  no  con- 
vnUon  save  an  earthquake,  can  shake  its  center  or  injure  a  single 
aember  of  the  family  when  each  gives  strength  and  support  to 
the  other.  All  the  Indian  trees  and  flowers,  and  many  frt>m 
■broady  are  growing  with  all  the  luxury  of  cultivation.  I  saw 
fte  Palm  a  species  of  the  sycamore — ^the  pecpnl,  the  tamarind, 
the  amherstianoblis  from  Burmah  in  flower,  named  for  Xiord 
Amherst^  and  other  umbrageous  fruit  trees,  and  specimens  of 
frsit  innumerable.  But  there  was  nothing  more  to  my  fancy 
than  the  great  banyan.  But  Taylor  has  seen  them  larger  in 
the  valley  of  the  Nerbudda  but  he  you  know  is  poetical — ^I  write 
aothiDg  but  prose. 

Tlie  same  day  I  went  through  several  Hindoo  temples,  seeing 
ill  that  I  was  permitted  to  see,  and  that  was  enough  to  disgust 
ooe  with  their  unseemly  worship.  Before  I  reached  the  temple, 
I MW  in  several  sheds  long  rows  of  kids,  connected  by  a  line 
—a  comical  sight.  The  poor  little  wretches,  so  innocent  of  the 
fcfa  that  awaited  them,  looked  as  meek  and  contented  as  possi- 
tb.  It  was  some  religious  festival,  and  a  large  concourse  block* 
•d  the  avenues ;  but  we  were  permitted  to  push  our  way  along 
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where  we  soon  saw  where  the  kids  were  disposed  of.  About 
fifty  were  lying  with  their  heads  of^  all  sizes  aod  all  colors,  a  bdl 
ringing  from  the  temple  at  the  dropping  of  every  head.  One 
man  more  rcligioos  than  those  about  him,  brought  in  a  yoang 
buffalo,  and  great  was  the  rejoicing  ;  the  bell  rang  sereral  times, 
and  the  singing,  shouting  and  gesticulations  created  the  g^reatest 
confusion  ;  some  of  the  priests  were  desirous  that  I  should  offer 
up  a  goat,  but  I  declined  joining  io  the  ceremony,  for  the  whole 
performance  was  most  revolting.  It  was,  however,  not  half  lo 
disgusting,  nor  was  it  so  strangely  peculiar  as  the  ceremony 
which  I  saw  going  on  in  several  of  the  smaller  temples.  I  must 
read  again — for  if  I  ever  knew  it,  it  had  gone  oat  of  my  memoiy, 
but  once  seen  it  will  not  so  easily  be  forgotten.  Veiled  femaki 
are  continually  passing  in  and  out ;  but  the  singolarity  of  the 
worship  there  first  made  me  laugh  and  then  contemplate.  The 
temple  has  within,  a  Hindoo  god  that  represents  the  creative 
power  of  man,  and  the  ceremony  of  the  Linquam  is  sapposed  to 
be  the  cure  of  barrenness  and  sterility.  There  are  certain  days 
of  the  year  that  Hindoo  wives  who  have  been  so  anfortanate  aa 
never  to  bring  any  addition  to  the  household  of  their  honored 
lord,  resort  to  this  temple  of  the  land  ;  but  although  it  has  beoi 
the  custom  of  ages,  I  am  not  aware  whether  it  has  in  any  out 
case  brought  the  desired  effect  There  are  different  iddi  in 
different  parts  of  India,  bat  I  believe  that  none  have  proved  80 
effectual  as  the  Brahmins.  I  believe  it  is  generally  known  that 
in  some  parts  of  the  Himalaya  ranges,  Polyandry  has  eziitod 
since  far  back  in  the  country's  history.  There  the  wife  lives  in 
common  with  her  several  hosbands,  as  westward  of  the  IGsBi^ 
sippi,  where  polygamy  is  acknowledged  by  the  deluded  followers 
of  Joe  Smith  and  Brigham  Young,  the  husband  lives  in  common 
with  his  several  wives.    But  in  one  respect  they  do  not  follow 
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out  the  Monnon  custom,  for  the  idea  of  hospitalitj  that  mfla- 
Mices  these  poor  natives  of  the  mooDtain  passes  is  that  the 
stranger  shonld  share  the  naptial  coach,  and  to  refose  woald  be 
the  worst  of  insults,  say  those  who  have  obserred  their  manners. 

I  also  rode  down  to  the  Burning  Ghaut  and  witnessed,  till  it 
almost  made  me  sick  with  nausea,  the  disgusting  sight  of  burn- 
ing their  dead.  The  smoke  was  rising  from  the  dying  embers  of 
aeirenil  bodies,  and  in  three  instances  the  funeral  pile  was  just 
Qghted.  After  having  been  brought  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
where  they  are  left  to  die,  if  their  friends  have  the  means  of  pur- 
diasing  the  wood  and  paying  for  the  ceremony,  they  are  at  once 
placed  upon  the  coals^and  covered  up  with  the  burning  timber, 
tin  their  bodies  have  been  entirely  consumed.  The  picture  was 
painfol,  nauseating,  most  unpleasant  to  the  senses  ;  and  you  only 
care  to  see  it  once,  and  then  a  few  moments  will  satisfy  you. 
Yon  can  but  feel  stupified  at  the  sight  Some  poor  skull,  not 
wholly  destroyed,  you  may  be  treading  on,  and  pieces  of  bones, 
where  the  relatives  were  too  poor  to  pay  for  more  fuel,  you  see 
buried  in  the  ashes.  A  most  foul  stench  fills  the  air.  At  all 
hours  <^  the  day  corpses  are  brought  down,  and  the  unseemly 
levity  of  the  naked  wretches  who  stir  up  the  fuel,  and  more 
i^iecially  when  they  show  you  the  body  by  running  a  pole  into 
its  side,  would  hasten  your  departure,  did  you  not  arrest  your 
alepe  to  gaze  upon  the  hungry  flock  of  ravens  and  crows  and 
carrion  kites  who  approach  the  corpses  before  the  fire  has  ceas- 
ed to  bom,  within  a  close  proximity,  to  seize  upon  the  least 
atom  saved  from  the  flame.  Hundreds  of  them  were  within  a 
few  feet,  intently  peering  into  the  ashes,  while  the  more  digni- 
fed  adjutants  were  perched  upon  the  house  tops  and  on  the 
walls,  waiting  for  their  share  of  the  entertainment.  No  one 
them  for  the  birds  are  sacred,  and  eat  up  the  filth 
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about  the  city.  When  too  poor  to  bay  the  prlyilegc  of  barniog 
their  relatives  they  let  the  tide  wash  them  off  the  beach,  some 
of  them,  perhaps,  before  the  life  has  left  the  body,  and  they  are 
floated  off  to  sea.  I  have  often  heard  the  captains  of  ships  tell 
of  the  bodies  fouling  the  anchors,  and  the  sickening  stench  that 
arose  in  cleaning  them  when  some  half  a  dozen  had  lodged 
there  ;  and  whenever  I  drank  the  water  of  the  Hoogly,  or  par- 
took curry,  or  fish  at  breakfast,  I  coald  bat  be  reminded  of  the 
human  shrimp  traps  and  "  fish  bait "  of  which  I  had  so  many 
times  heard.  The  engineer  on  board  the  Fiery  Cross,  on  allud- 
ing to  the  subject,  was  suddenly  taken  ill,  for  his  imagination 
was  stronger  than  his  stomach.  I  have  seen  little,  but  all  I  wish 
to  see,  of  Indian  worship.  It  is  an  intricate  ceremony.  Brahma 
is  the  paternal  ancestor,  the  head  deity  ;  and  he  has  three  sons, 
who  officiate  in  their  respective  spheres.  Brahma  creates, 
Yishna  preserves,  and  Shiva  destroys,  each  acting  for  himself^ 
and  each  worshipped  for  his  particnlar  power.  Each  represents 
one  grand  head,  and  from  these  three  are  bom  the  millions  of 
gods  that  are  worshipped  through  the  empire — animal  and 
vegetable,  animate  and  inanimate,  alive  and  dead,  in  the 
wat^r  and  on  the  land.  In  India  every  thing  that  is  bom, 
everything  that  lives,  everything  that  dies,  represents  some  em- 
blem of  their  religion ;  and  when  and  wherever  that  religioa 
has  been  interfered  with  it  has  given  rise  to  mnch  bitter  feeling 
and  mvolved  no  little  danger.  Sir  William  Bentinck  abolished 
suttee,  or  the  self-immolation  of  widows  on  the  funeral  pile  of 
their  husbands,  and  his  bronze  monument  stands  ont  in  bold  re- 
lief, to  tell  yon  of  the  act.  But  it  would  be  difficolt  to  ascertain 
if  in  some  instances  this  practice  is  not  still  followed  Although 
they  consider,  I  believe,  a  cow  more  sacred  than  a  woman,  yet 
I  saw  a  small  heifer  give  np  her  helpless  life  to  the  sacrifice. 
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Ko  OoTernor  General  has  abolished  the  tortoriog  cnstoms  where 
derotees  go  through  the  most  painfol  operations,  to  show  their 
lore  of  their  religion,  and  how  devont  is  their  worship  ;  with 
irons  throogh  the  body,  they  swing  round  and  ronnd,  sit  down 
OD  steel  instmments,  torture  their  limbs  into  the  most  excrnti- 
atingly  painfol  positions,  and  go  through  all  the  horrors  of  the 
inquisition. 

Next  month,  in  April,  some  of  those  days  when  the  torture 
IB  the  worship,  will  give  the  stranger  the  opportunity  of  witness- 
ing that  which  I  do  not  care  to  behold,  for  already  I  have  seen 
enongh  to  di^nst  me  with  the  conmion  people,  their  habits, 
customs,  their  dress,  theur  treachery,  their  duplicity  and 
religion.  One  able  bodied  Chinaman,  in  appearance  to  say 
the  leasts  is  worth  half  a  dozen  natiyes  of  Bengal ;  for  as  a  race, 
the  former  are  far  ahead  of  the  latter. 

Notwithstanding  the  troops  of  native  shopkeepers  and  trades- 
men always  horering  about  you,  there  are  plenty  of  Europeans 
ready  to  take  your  money.  English  tailors,  English  barbers, 
English  hatters  and  English  jewelers,  English  hotels  and  English 
druggists,  all  exercise  their  ingenuity  in  properly  representing 
their  respectiye  callings.  The  exchange  mart,  as  they  term  it, 
fj^tftinw  a  little  of  everything — a  perfect  salmagundi, 

Toa  can  purchase  anything  you  please,  from  an  India  rubber 
eoat  to  a  penny  whistle — ^from  a  lady's  work  box  to  a  gentle- 
man's dressing  case  ;  and  the  prices  are  moderate.  I  bought 
Kira«l  beautiful  silver  ornaments  made  by  the  artisans  of  Cut- 
tack — bracelets,  bouquet  holders,  breast  pins  and  sundry  nick- 
nAs,  many  of  which  were  of  exquisite  workmanship.  Just  at 
the  present  time  the  exchange  is  being  cleared  preparatory  to 
tiie  opium  sale,  which  comes  off  the  11th  of  every  month,  a 
i%)tt  I  am  sorry  I  shall  not  witness,  for  it  is  one  of  the  noted 
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exbibltioDS  of  Calcatta.  The  Opiiim  from  BeoBra  and  Patoft 
is  sold  here  at  poblic  aaction,  by  the  Honorable  OonqMOj, 
tbrongfa  a  salaried  aoctioiieer,  twelTe  tunes  daring  the  year,  to 
the  highest  bidder.  Catalogoes  are  eariy  dreolated,  and  the 
purchasers  from  the  coantrr  are  eariy  in  town.  As  a  diest  of 
Patna  passes  like  a  bank  note,  no  sampling  or  examination 
takes  place.  Looking  from  an  eleration  in  the  room  yoa  see  a 
ciost  extraordinazT  spectacle — all  nations — all  European  races 
are  represented.  la  the  Stock  Exchange  and  the  Bonrse  yoa 
may  see  the  latter,  bat  at  the  opinm  sales  room  only  can  yoa 
see  the  graod  mixture  of  races. 

Gambling  is  a  natural  Tice  among  the  Indians^  and  they  en- 
joy beyond  anything  else  the  peculiar  excitement  of  the  opiam 
mart :  and  it  is  the  motely  appearance  of  the  bidders,  combined 
with  the  confusion  of  tongues,  and  the  strong  odors  that  arise 
from  the  perspiring  crowd  that  marks  the  place.  Jews  and 
Gentiles  are  wild  in  their  mann^  ;  and  Greeks,  Armeniani^ 
Persians,  mingled  in  with  native  Indians  of  many  dialects  ;  and 
Englishmen,  and  all  the  representatiTes  of  the  continent  of  Eo- 
To\>e,  of  Asia  and  of  Africa,  are  wrought  up  to  the  greatest  pos- 
sible excitement  by  the  sharp  bidding  and  the  quick  auctioneer, 
who  seems  to  be  ubiquitous.  The  hells  of  Londoo  aud  of  Paris 
arc  not  throoged  with  more  reckless  men,  for  the  amounts  are 
heavy,  and  one  bid  will  make  or  lose  a  fortnne.  Much  of  the 
gambling  takes  place  in  the  bazaar  before  the  sale.  Bnt  I  can- 
not wait  till  Monday,  and  must  content  myself  with  hearsay. 

In  the  afternoon  I  made  myself  a  martyr  to  curiosity,  and 
ascr^rided  to  the  top  of  the  Ochterlony  Monument,  up  some  two 
huiulred  stone  steps.  I  must  say  I  much  prefer  the  simple  con- 
trivance at  Bunker  Hill,  for  this  treadmill,  always  mounting 
ipwards  motion,  completely  paralyses  one's  legs — mine  fairiy 
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•died.  Once  on  the  summit,  jon  are  repaid  for  the  task  ;  for 
here  yoa  hare  the  entire  city  of  Calcutta — the  old  and  the  new 
— and  the  suburbs,  for  miles  and  miles,  spread  out  before  jou. 
With  a  good  glass  you  may  range  oyer  a  large  space  of  terri- 
tory I  all  the  public  buildings  stand  boldly  out,  and  the  flat 
roofed  houses  of  the  Europeans  offer  little  to  grow  poetical 
upon.  I  would  not  form  an  opinion  of  Calcutta  from  simply 
riding  through  its  streets  ;  but  after  you  have  viewed  it  from 
an  elevated  position,  you  can  but  form  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
very  much  OTerrated.  There  are  many  beautiful  residences,  to 
be  sure  ;  but  as  a  whole  Calcutta  has  no  more  right  to  possess 
the  high  sounding  name  of  "  City  of  Palaces^  than  Smgapore 
has  to  be  called  the  "  dtj  of  Churches,"  or  Melbourne  the 
"  CSty  of  Warehouses."  Shanghae  possesses  equally  eztensiye  ^ 
mansioDS,  and  Batayia  many  that  are  superior.  After  you  hare 
enjoyed  the  look  of  nature  and  of  art,  as  your  steamer  steams 
to  the  mooring  at  Garden  Reach — after  you  hare  been  to  Bar- 
rackpore,  and  seen  some  of  the  country  seats  at  Ballygunge — 
after  you  hare  Tiaited  the  most  attractive  places  in  the  suburbs, 
yon  should  ride  round  the  circular  road,  where  the  ancient  wall 
and  moat  were  constructed  to  bar  out  the  robber  horsemen  of 
the  Mahratta ;  you  should  spend  a  few  hours  in  wandenng 
through  the  native  town ;  you  should  look  carefully  at  the 
dirty,  stained,  mfldewed  appearance  of  the  cily  buildings,  where 
rain  and  climate  have  made  the  painting  profession  lucrative  ; 
yon  should  notice  some  of  the  less  active  of  the  thoroughfares, 
where  dirt  and  filth  give  food  to  flocks  of  carrion  kites  and 
regiments  of  acyutants ;  you  should  let  the  hot  red  sand  look 
of  ground  and  building  folly  stamp  its  influence  on  your  fancy 
— you  should  see  all  these,  and  then  tell  me  if  the  sunple  fact 
of  resideooet  being  isolated  and  walled  in,  is  suflBcient  to  give 
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CftkotU  the  name  of  the  Paisce  Citj.    More  properlj  it  might 
be  cmDed  a  citj  of  '*  mud  and  plaster,*  where  the  aqnareaess  of 
the  architecture  and  the  andean,  imt^j  look  of  the  paint  or 
whitewash  is  the  most  noticeable.    One  thing,  howerer,  none 
can  dispnte,  and  that  is  the  greatoeas  of  its  commerce,  increas- 
ing with  ererjr  moon.    Hie  mardi  of  empire  has  changed  the 
village  of  Indian  hats  into  a  dtj.     The  little  band  of  traders 
hare  grown  to  a  powerful  companj.     In  Sarajah  Dowlah's  day 
the  site  of  the  miscalled  Palatial  City  was  the  natural  resort  of 
water  fowl,  and  aligators,  and  carrion  birds;    hnge  reptiles 
crawled  over  the  morass  and  the  jangle,  and  beasts  of  prej 
were  only  surpassed  in  fierceness  by  the  robber  hordes  ;  now 
the  banks  of  the  riyer  are  covered  with  merchandise,  which  the 
primitire  teams  of  the  land,  unchanged  for  centories,  bring 
down  from  the  interior,  where  the  finest  ships  in  the  worid  open 
their  hatches  to  receive  the  prodace  of  a  land  that  is  capable 
of  producing  as  mnch  of  its  renowned  staples  as  the  rest  of  the 
world  is  capable  of  consuming.     And  yet  with  all  this  wonder- 
ful commerce,  who  grows  rich  in  the  Indian  trade?     How 
many  merchants  annually  retire  with  lacs  of  rupees?     As 
many  as  make  their  fortunes  in  the  respective  gold  fields  of  the 
great  Anglo  Saxon  empires,  after  they  have  past  through  a 
panic — no  more  ;  for  competition  crowds  the  new  comer,  and 
every  ten  years  the  old  merchants  tremble  under  an  established 
custom,  if  not  a  natural  law. 

The  numbers  of  Parsees  that  brush  past  you  and  repeat  their 
prayers  in  the  morning,  in  the  Canton  gardens,  plainly  shows 
who  has  the  best  of  the  opium  trade,  and  the  extensive  imports 
and  exports  of  the  Bhalleys  and  the  SchHizzers  of  Calcutta 
would  indicate  that  the  Greek  merchants  possess  capital,  en- 
terprise, and  a  large  share  of  the  commerce  of  Bengal. 


CHAPTER   XXIII. 

Caloctta,  Narch,  8,  1856. 
KatiTe  Mcrehtnti  of  Calcutto— How  They  do  Buames^— The  Baboof  at 
HooM — Cashmere  Gk>ata— More  Amuaemeiit — ^Theatricala— The  Amer- 
ican lee  House. 

Thr  native  merchaDts  are  men  of  intellect,  well  np  in  all  the 
moTes  on  the  mercantile  chess  board.  Yon  are  snrprised  to 
find  them  so  familiar  with  commerce  and  commercial  usages. 
Natnrallj  sharp  and  qnick  to  learn,  by  being  brought  in  con- 
tact with  business  men  from  ererj  coast,  after  gradoating  from 
the  English  school,  they  became  familiar  with  all  the  tricks  of 
trade.  If  they  wish  to  purchase,  they  appear  before  you  as  tk 
seller  ;  if  they  have  indigo  to  dispose  of,  they  will  inquire  for 
seeds,  and  if  freight  is  to  be  engaged,  they  will  offer  you  a  ship. 
IntnitiTcly  they  understand  all  the  clap  trap  of  the  Stock  Ex- 
change ;  with  astonishing  clevemess  they  put  the  market  np 
and  down  with  as  much  ease  as  the  most  experienced  bulls  and 
bears  of  the  West,  and  before  or  after  the  arrival  of  a  mail, 
you  meet  them  where  you  least  expect  it — always  a  little  in  ad- 
vance. No  Europeans  were  equal  to  cope  with  them  in 
managing  prices,  in  regulating  exchanges,  or  in  dodging  round 
sharp  comers,  till  the  Greeks  dropped  down  among  them  ;  but 
since  so  many  of  them  have  appeared  in  Calcutta  the  *  natives 
have  had  to  keep  their  eyes  wide  open.  In  many  of  the  Euro- 
pean houses  the  Banyans  work  the  machinery,  furnishing  Sircars, 
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or  natiye  clerks,  managing  the  details  of  office,  and  of  gorenir 
ment,  and  in  the  American  trade,  fbmishing  capital,  or  rather, 
baying  cargoes,  cashing  acceptances,  and  keeping  the  wheels 
on  the  torn  till  the  credit  can  be  realized  after  the  cargo  is 
on  board.  These  men  accomolate  fortones,  while  their  em- 
ployers work  on  without  meeting  with  the  same  success.  Baboo 
Ashootas  Day,  and  Baboo  Rajendnr  and  Kaledos  Dott  are  the 
great  American  Banyans,  and  manage  the  business  of  most  ci 
the  American  houses.  The  former,  almost  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  century,  has  done  an  extensiye  business  direct  with 
the  Boston  merchants,  and  was  among  the  first  I  called  upon, 
when  I  received  the  intelligence  of  his  death  ;  but  the  busineM 
still  goes  on  as  before,  by  his  nephew  and  successors,  while  the  ex- 
tensiye property  of  the  late  Baboo,  has  brought  out  ri?al  claim- 
ants, and  report  says  that  the  court  clerks  are  fattening  on  ex- 
pectation. Ashootas  Day  and  Baboo  Bam  Gopol  Ghose,  I 
believe,  are  the  only  two  native  merchants  who  receive  to  any 
extent  direct  orders  from  abroad ;  the  former  for  American, 
the  latter  on  English  account  The  business  of  Calcutta  seems 
to  be  done  through  the  medium  of  chits  and  brokers — ^the  mer- 
chants seldom  meeting,  for  you  never  find  any  one  at  the  ex- 
change. This  reserve  creates  jealousy,  and  Calcutta  is  ahead 
of  China  in  that  respect,  for  in  China  you  meet  over  the  dinner 
table,  in  the  gardens,  or  at  the  reading  rooms.  Even  the 
Banyans  and  native  merchants  employ  brokers,  and  seldom  go 
to  the  bazaars  ;  but  the  Greeks  are  always  on  the  alert.  Pro- 
duce passes  through  many  hands  before  it  reaches  the  ship,  and 
each  party  levies  and  collects  his  toll.  The  custom  that  pre- 
vailed in  England  in  Cromwell's  time,  of  return  commissions, 
drawbacks,  &c.,  is  understood  in  India  ;  and  the  Banyan,  the 
broker,  the  mahigun,  all  depend  upon  their  durstooree  in  all 
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hetTj  traimctions,  as  jonr  bearer,  or  khidmos^r,  expects  his 
return  conunission  when  yon  send  hun  for  a  candle,  or  bunch 
of  matches. 

The  Bengal  Banyan  is  not  the  China  comprador,  and  yet 
they  are  not  so  moch  unlike  ;  each  manages  the  merchandise, 
and  each  handles  the  treasore,  and  each  appears  to  be  commer- 
cially on  intimate  relations  with  the  foreign  merchants.  I  visit- 
ed the  residence  of  the  Dutt  family,  where  all  the  opulence 
and  luxuries  that  wealth  commands  is  scattered  about  the 
rooms.  Paintings  and  engravings,  mosaic  from  Rome  and 
porcelain  from  Sevres,  English  and  French  furniture,  and  every- 
thing  Indian  and  European  that  they  can  get  hold  of,  is  pur- 
chased to  adorn  their  residences.  The  large  rooms  of  valuable 
merchandise  resembled  more  an  ill-assorted  pawnbroker's  shop 
in  LfOndon  than  anything  else  I  could  think  of.  I  found  the 
Baboo  almost  naked,  in  his  bedroom,  on  the  floor,  a  punkah 
over  him,  and  in  his  hand  an  English  history  of  the  Russian 
war.  The  room  was  beautifully  furnished,  but  the  pictures  that 
adorned  the  walls  showed  the  licentious  taste  of  the  Bengalee. 
He  was  most  familiar  with  the  geography,  the  commerce,  the 
politics  of  other  nations — wanted  to  know  the  effect  of  the  late 
wonderful  production  of  gold,  and  how  it  would  operate  on  the 
silver  coinage— asked  if  the  losses  still  continued  as  heavy  in 
the  Australian  trade  as  at  first,  and  if  our  cotton  crop  in  the 
States  would  exceed  three  millions  of  bales^  and  if  in  case  of 
peace  clipper  ships  would  depreciate.  His  religion,  be  said, 
would  not  allow  him  to  go  abroad,  but  nothing  would  be  more 
pleasant  to  him  than  to  visit  Mount  Yemon.  Asbootas  Day 
had  a  beautiful  place,  and  before  his  death  gave  a  most  expen- 
nve  nauUk,  combining  the  inmioralities  of  the  European  with 
the  hixariant  and  vduptooui  habits  of  the  natives.    He  denied 
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himself  nothing  that  money  woold  give  him.  The  cardeas  way 
in  speaking  of  him — that  he  had  been  burnt  up  makes  one  still 
more  repognant  to  their  idol  worship.  I  was  also  entertained 
by  Baboo  Rajendnr  Mnllick,  whose  princely  estates  and  great 
wealth  are  noticeable  over  many  others.  Datt^s  Place  is  hLt  less 
extensive,  for  Baboo  Mnllick  lives  the  gentlemen,  and  devotes 
his  time  to  ornamenting  his  hoose,  by  porchasing  everything 
that  comes  from  other  parts.  The  more  expensive  the  article 
the  better  is  he  pleased.  Animals  and  birds  fiUed  the  gardoi, 
and  his  aviary  contained  the  feathered  tribes  of  every  land, 
from  the  ostrich  to  the  emu — ^the  mandarin  dnck  of  China  to 
the  bird  of  paradise.  The  late  Earl  of  Derby  contribnted 
something  to  the  collection. 

I  saw  several  goats  from  Cashmere,  the  kind  firom  whose 
wool  the  celebrated  shawls  are  made.  The  goats  thrive  poorly 
ont  of  the  monntams,  and  there  were  only  five  left  ont  of  some 
two  hundred  that  the  Baboo  owned.  The  Baboo  is  most  gen- 
tlemanly in  his  manners,  and  well  informed  in  ancient  and  mo- 
dem history,  speaking  English  with  remarkable  flnenc^.  He 
has  several  lacs  invested  in  the  company's  paper.  A  few  weeks 
since  he  gave  a  most  magnificent  nautch.  The  laige  area  in 
the  centre  was  covered,  and  lights  and  lanterns  shone  over  the 
expensive  fountain  and  the  ornamented  stage.  These  nautcket 
are  pecaliar  to  India,  and,  when  g^ven  by  a  king,  a  prince,  or  a 
millionaire,  distingoished  foreigners  are  often  invited.  I  had 
the  chance  of  being  present  at  one  on  a  small  scale,  got  up  for 
the  amusement  of  a  young  Bostonian  from  Canton  and  myself, 
by  some  of  our  American  friends.  The  music  at  times  is  harsh, 
and  then  dies  off  with  soothing  harmony.  The  musicians  were 
all  seated,  and  the  guests,  native  and  foreign,  were  provided 
with  lonnges,  sofa  chairs,  &c.   The  entertainment  was  given  at  a 
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natiye's  honse,  a  few  miles  out  of  town,  and  the  dancing  girls 
were  engaged  a  day  or  two  before.  Qesticolation,  action  and 
the  elastic  moyements  of  the  body  mark  the  peculiarity  of  the 
dance— -commencing  with  a  slow,  graceful  motion,  scarcely 
moFing  their  feet,  but  working  their  hands  and  arms,  then 
becoming  more  ammated,  with  a  livelier  chant,  their  whole 
form  keeping  time  to  the  tune,  till  they  appear  much  excited, 
and  their  movements  at  first  chaste,  become  yoluptuous,  and 
the  music  inspirits  to  still  more  powerful  excitement,  till  the 
dance  is  terminated  with  louder  strains  and  more  lascivious 
motions.  Other  dancers  then  take  their  place,  but  the  dance 
is  unchanged.  Two  of  the  girls  only  appeared  at  the  same 
time.  All  of  them  were  covered  with  jewels.  I  counted  as 
many  as  fifteen  gold  and  silver  bracelets  on  one  arm,  and  neck- 
laces and  chains— bells  on  their  ancles  and  rings  on  their  fingers, 
jewelry  in  then:  ears,  and  hanging  in  rings  from  their  noses, 
gave  them  a  most  original  appearance,  and  simply  shows  how 
fond  these  natives  are  of  ornament.  All  they  can  make — all 
they  can  get  and  save  over  and  above  their  maintenance,  goes 
for  ornaments  ;  and  many  of  those  who  seem  the  poorest  have 
valuable  jewelry  on  their  persons.  Coolies,  even,  who  can  save 
a  few  rupees  invest  in  buying  jeweled  ornaments  for  their  chil- 
dren ;  and  hence  robbery  and  murder  occur  where  the  induce- 
ment is  so  conspicuously  advertised. 

Outside  of  their  own  residences  and  off  the  esplanade,  for- 
eigners have  little  to  amuse  themselves  with,  for  theatricals  and 
concerts,  lectures  and  exhibitions  do  not  thrive  on  Indian  soil 
Kate  Hayes,  however,  for  awhile  dispersed  the  general  apathy, 
but  a  few  nights  of  the  Italian  music  at  the  prices  were  amply 
sufficient  There  are  many  amateur  singers  in  the  city,  and 
their  occasional  reunions  are  said  to  be  attractive.    A  star  actor 


234 


AV  iMKBIGAV  KM  BOOB. 


or  prima  donna  need  never  expect  to  realixs  a  rapid  fortune  bf 
Tisiting  Galcntta  ;  for  the  popolatkm  is  not  eqoal  to  a  amall 
town  in  a  Western  State.  SeToi  thoosuid,  thej  teD  me,  is 
abont  the  mark.  Madame  Pleiffer,  who  does  the  diapter  and 
▼erse  diction,  said  two  ;  bnt  she  may  be  as  mnch  mistakea  as 
in  describing  the  site  of  the  Bbick  Hole. 

The  American  ice  house  was  presented  to  the  prt^etor  bf 
the  gOYemment,  and  the  mon<^ly  oi  the  Galcntta  market  most 
be  lacratiye.  For  this  luxury  the  dril  serrants  and  citizens  of 
the  Presidency  are  indebted  to  the  sncoessfU  enterprise  of  a 
Boston  merchant  No  competition  conld  Hve  a  month,  f<Nr  there 
is  not  enough  for  two.  Ice  is  the  greatest  of  all  luxuries  in 
the  capital  of  Bengal  Hie  stranger  enjoys  it  as  mnch  as  the 
resident 
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TOTAGS  TO  IGTrT  IBOM  INDIA. 


On  Board  thk  Pkniiisular  and  Obinntal     ) 
Stxambhip  Nubia,  from  CalcutU  to  Suez, ) 

March  9,  1856. 
Bun  from  CaleutU  to  Sues— A  Retrospect  of  Indian  History — The  First 
Orerland  Jonmey — The  Company  and  its  Commanders— The  Black 
Hole  of  Calcutta. 

I  FKAR  that  I  shall  find  little  time  for  Herald  correspondence 
in  the  desert,  at  Jemsalem,  the  Crimea,  or  in  Eorope,  but  at 
any  rate,  passing  events  shall  be  recorded.  Now  I  have  some 
two  or  three  weeks  on  my  hands^  and  I  shall  find  amnsement  in 
taking  a  retrospectlTe  yiew  of  India,  although  the  motion  of  a 
sea  steamer  may  prerent  me  from  turning  all  my  periods  well. 
Will  it  too  severely  tax  yoor  good  nature  if  I  run  back  to 
Elizabeth's  time,  when  merchants  planted  the  seed  of  empire, 
and  with  steeple  chasing  speed  run  over  the  course  that  marks 
the  history  of  a  nation  which  for  more  than  two  centuries,  has 
been  the  theatre  of  some  of  the  most  thrilling  scenes  that  ever 
gave  birth  to  romance  or  to  misery.  If  permitted,  I  promise  to 
make  the  chapter  short.  A  year  of  constant  reading  would 
hardly  finish  the  works  on  India,  for  the  Tolumes  would  crowd 
a  library — memoirs,  journals,  sketches  of  the  multitude  of  dvil 
eerrants  of  the  Honorable  Company — histories  and  reports  of 
QoTemor  Generals  from  Lord  Clive  to  Lord  Canning— amutls, 


236  HIKDOO  MAIDEH8. 


records  and  accounts  of  the  Board  of  Directors — biograplues, 
historical  reminiscences,  despatches,  and  pretty  Toliimes  of  clerer 
military  officers  who,  daring  years  of  serrice,  had  little  to  do 
bat  write,  draw  bills,  smoke,  play  cards  and  shoot  tigers  from 
off  an  Elephant's  back  ;  and  others,  who  were  in  action,  fooght^ 
gave  their  own  accoant  of  the  battle,  and  won  medals  and  eulo- 
gies for  their  bravery. 

The  printing  press  has  been  always  actiTe  in  introdacing  dis- 
tingaished  civil  and  mflitary  officers  to  the  literary  public,  and 
books  on  ''  oar  Eastern  Empire  "  are  to  be  fonnd  everywhere  bat 
where  yon  most  want  them.  Some  of  the  writers  have  become 
rich,  others  poor,  and  some  won  a  name  ;  others  sank  into  db- 
scanty  with  the  first  edition  ;  bat  most  of  them  lost  their  hair, 
their  longs,  and,  in  one  or  two  solitary  instances,  their  conscience, 
in  the  honorable  service  of  the  Honorable  Company.  Tonrists, 
too,  poetical  and  prosaic — some  falling  into  hysterical  composi* 
tion  when  standing  on  the  summits  of  high  mountains,  or  resting 
in  their  palaqains  on  the  banks  of  grand  rivers,  watching  the 
innocent  gambols  of  Hindoo  maidens,  whose  ablutions  attracted 
them,  while  other  writers  tell  of  brave  hunts,  where  they  have 
loxnriated  in  the  exciting  embraces  of  a  wounded  female  tiger ; 
and  missionaries  who  have  grown  inspired  in  describing  the  hor> 
rors  of  the  opium  trade — the  thrilling  scenes  of  the  jungle,  the 
revolting  customs  of  heathen  worship,  and  the  prayers  which 
they  have  made  in  the  evangelization  of  the  native  races,  prayers 
somewhat  doubted  by  many  of  the  company's  servants,  who, 
livug  in  the  same  localities,  have  seen  few  instances  of  a  fruit 
the  seed  of  which  was  planted  long  ago,  but  somehow  or  other 
refuses'to  ripen  under  an  Indian  sun,  missionaries  whose  life  of 
exile  commands  admiration,  and  far  be  it  from  me  to  spetk 
lightly  of  their  labors,  for  their  motives  are  the  beat,  althoogli 
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Boccess  seldom  crowns  their  life  of  toil  and  absence.  Others 
have  written,  and  many  who  never  saw  the  Indian  shore  hare 
written,  and  many  of  their  works  show  astonishing  research  and 
careful  compilation.  Moore's  knowledge  of  the  Orient  is  sprink- 
led along  the  great  three  thousand  guinea  poem  like  pearls  in 
a  diamond  necklace,  and  yet  he  never  saw  the  country.  Lalla 
Rookh  is  full  of  Eastern  painting.  Burke  and  Fox  and  Sheri- 
dan enchanted  Parliament  with  their  startling  pictures  of  Indian 
life  when  the  American  nation  was  in  its  cradle,  and  yet  they 
were  not  in  India. 

From  such  a  mass  of  composition  one  is  fairly  disheartened  in 
reading  upon  such  a  country.  No  digest  like  Ooldsmith's  His- 
tory of  England  has  yet  been  thrown  together.  Tes — I  am 
wrong — MacFarlane,  who  wrote  on  Japan,  has  published  a 
valuable  summary,  which  gives  one  taste  for  more.  Yet  his 
travels  never  extended  to  the  East.  Bishop  Heber's  "  Indian 
Journal,"  ".Wellington's  Despatches,"  P.  Auber's  "  Rise  and 
Progress  of  British  Power  in  India,"  James*  "  Military  Trans- 
actions of  the  British  Nation  in  Hindostan" — a  work  of  more 
than  ordinary  merit ;  Mill's  "  History  of  British  India,"  which 
I  think,  passed  under  Macaulay's  favorable  criticism  in  the  Ed- 
inburgh Review;  Scott's  "History  of  Bengal,"  Gleig's  "Warren 
Hastings,"  are  among  some  of  the  more  prominent  writings ; 
bat  only  in  proportion  as  the  letter  A  is  to  the  alphabet.  In 
volume  four — the  last  of  the  brilliant  series  that  has  been  issued 
from  the  press  from  the  pen  of  England's  great  historian — you 
will  find  an  occasional  page  of  England's  progress  in  the  East, 
and  as  yon  read  the  eloquent  description  of  the  birth  and  infan- 
cy of  the  empire  you  long  for  another  chapter,  and  wait  with 
impatient  anticipation  to  see  something  of  its  youth  and  man- 
hood.   He  tells  you  that  the  Honorable  Company  was  incorpo- 
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rated  bj  England's  great  Qneenon  the  last  da j  of  the  uteenth 
centoiy,  jost  when  the  Mogul  monarchy  was  at  the  acme  of  its 
fame — when  Akbar,  the  iUnstrioas  decendant  of  the  Home  of 
Tamcrkne,  had  inherited  lands  and  wealth  sorpaaBing  anything 
in  Western  grandeur.  Bat  Macanlay  goes  no  farther  back.  Yet 
India  had  a  glorioas  past.  Alexander  who  oonqaered  his  Ba- 
cephalas  before  he  wept  that  there  were  no  more  worlds  to  oon- 
qaer,  first  told  Earope  of  the  splendor  of  India,  for  his  armiea 
were  the  first  to  enter  the  Panjaab.  Political  changes  haye 
always  been  taking  place  in  the  Blast.  In  the  eleventh  centary 
Constantinople  held  the  trade  and  worked  the  oracle  of  finance ; 
then  Italians  crowded  oat  the  Tarks,  and  Marco  Polo  was  aa 
active  as  he  had  been  in  China  ;  and  years  after  Colnmbos  foond 
a  continent — a  new  track  to  India— changed  the  commerce  of 
the  Orient,  and  Yasco  De  Gama  claimed  the  discovery  of  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope  race  conrse,  and  the  Portngaese  displaced 
the  Italians  and  the  Arabs  in  the  trade  ;  and  in  jealoosy  of 
PortagaPs  progress,  the  Dntch,  the  French  and  the  English  en- 
tered the  field,  and  expeditions  were  despatched  to  India  via  the 
Good  Hope  track,  bat  Thomas  Cavendish  and  Capt.  Raymond 
only  opened  the  door  to  the  joint  stock  company,  who  sabscribed 
one  handred  and  fifty  thoasand  dollars,  and  placed  the  direction 
under  a  committee  of  fifteen. 

John  Mildenhall  was  the  first  to  make  the  overland  joomey 
to  the  new  commercial  arena.  A  year  later,  a  charter  for  fif- 
teen years  received  the  royal  assent,  and  on  the  2d  of  May, 
1601,  the  little  trading  fleet  sailed  from  Torbay  ander  the  com- 
mand of  James  Lancaster,  who  first  dropped  anchor  at  Sumatra, 
and  left  an  agent  at  Bantam,  in  Java.  In  this  modest  manner 
the  acorn  was  planted,  and  taking  root  on  a  fertile  soil,  from  the 
yonng  saplmg  has  grown  to  the  mighty  oak,  whose  wide  qxread- 
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mg  bmicbeSy  extend  some  1,900  miles  from  Oiuihmir  to  Cape 
Comorin,  from  the  Indos'  mouth  to  the  moantain  ranges,  east- 
ward of  the  Barampata,  some  1,500  miles — coyeriog  an  area  of 
nme  1,300,000  square  miles — ^populated  by  one  hundred  and 
Ibrtj-ooe  millions  of  Indians  of  mixed  blood  and  mixed  religion. 
From  the  Straits  we  find  the  traders  at  Snrat,  in  1612,  protect- 
ed bj  the  Protestant  James.  A  half  of  a  century  later,  in 
IMS,  BcMubay  was  ceded  to  the  company  by  the  dissipated 
Charles  the  Second.  In  1*10*1  Calcutta  became  a  Presidency, 
bot  it  was  in  1698  that  the  rival  companies  bnried  the  hatchet, 
joiiUDg  capital  and  interest  nnder  the  name  of  the  United  East 
IvdoM  Company.  The  first  foothold  with  a  native  king  was 
broogfat  about  through  the  skill  of  the  merchantmen's  doctor, 
in  aanng  the  life  of  a  beautiful  native  princess.  A  century  had 
died  away  since  the  formation  of  the  company,  and  kingly  for- 
tunes were  made  so  quickly  as  to  astonish  all  not  interested, 
and  create  bitter  jealousy  in  those  merchants  who  did  not  share 
tiie  monopoly. 

Sir  Josiah  Child  fought  boldly  for  the  company's  rights,  which 
Cromwell  had  restored  after  the  civil  war  had  broken  out,  and 
boi^t  members  of  Parliament  and  members  of  the  Cabinet 
with  his  Indian  gold.  Private  merchants  were  not  equal  to 
oombat  an  already  powerful  corporation,  whose  maxim  then 
was,  that  money  would  overcome  virtue,  and  the  working  of  the 
iMudm  was  seen  in  the  continued  renewals  of  the  charter.  The 
woBderful  progress  of  the  colony  began  to  alarm  the  Indian 
Vag^  and  the  Dutch  and  French  adventurers  were  always 
Btimnlating  them  on  against  the  English.  The  fierce  feuds 
hetweca  the  Hmdoos  and  the  Mussulmen  were  never  more  active. 
Bbos  AlfreA  time  terrible  internal  wars  had  convulsed  the 
ls»a,aiidMahopedancopqoerara,  Hindoo  njahs,  fierce  Afghans 
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and  Rahpootes  were  maraodiiig  over  the  empire,  till  Tamerlane, 
in  the  foarteenth  centnrj,  took  the  reins.  Baber  succeeded  the 
great  Emperor,  and  later  Akbor  inherited  all ;  bat  before  the 
English  were  in  Sorat  he  was  in  the  tomb  of  his  fathers.  The 
early  hatred  of  rival  princes  was  handed  down  from  generation 
to  generation,  and  in  the  earlj  part  of  the  seTenteenth  oentnry 
bomed  with  fiercer  energy,  for  Dnpleix,  the  Frenchman,  began 
to  discover  that  the  rains  of  the  Moi^l  monarchj  might  gire 
birth  to  European  empire.  At  one  time  his  power  saw  no  bar- 
rier, and  his  dreams  of  conquest  made  him  covetoos  and  qoar- 
rel  with  Laboordonnais.  This  was  the  time  that  the  Napoleon 
of  India  was  introduced,  for  the  irritable  clerk,  who,  while  a 
writer,  had  twice  attempted  to  end  his  life  when  smarting  onder 
some  reproof  for  his  stupidity  without  saccess,  gave  op  iht 
courtier's  duty  for  the  soldier,  and  Robert  Olive,  who  gave  nc 
promise  of  greatness  in  his  yoath,  became  the  founder  of  the 
British  empire  in  India.  It  has  been  said  that  Indian  history 
has  bad  no  Cortez  and  no  Pizarro  ;  but  more  likely  it  is  be- 
cause there  has  been  no  Prescott  to  record  tiieir  glory  and  their 
shame.  When  further  advanced  in  his  "  History  of  England," 
we  may  expect  it  in  Macauley. 

Clive,  when  he  commenced  his  brilliant  career  as  a  comman- 
der, was  about  the  age  of  Napoleon  when  chief  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  Italy,  but  he  did  not  possess  the  same  military  ex- 
perience, although  his  victories  surprised  his  enemies  into  admi- 
ration. He  was  emphatically  the  man  of  the  time.  Native 
Rnjahs,  tired  of  the  Englishman's  arrogance,  and  fearing  the 
exercise  of  his  power,  again  flew  to  horse.  The  Nabob  of 
Arcot — was  the  first  to  fight.  This  was  the  Rajah  to  whom 
Burke,  in  the  British  Parliament,  gave  an  endless  fame.  Clive 
was  at  that  memorable  siege  which  lasted  fifty  daya— the  Aroot 
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fort  Halliburton  had  jost  began  to  form  and  drill  the  sepoys 
into  soldiers,  and  their  constancy  and  skill  was  flattering  to  the 
officer.  From  that  little  band  of  native  troops  sprang  the  en- 
tire Indian  army,  now  nnmbering  some  215,000  native  soldiers. 
Foil  of  honors  and  wealth,  Clive,  the  hnmble  writer,  went  to 
Ei^laiid,  where  slander  and  envy  awaited  him,  and  being  de- 
feated in  getting  into  Parliament,  in  1155,  sailed  nnder  the 
Song's  command,  again  for  India,  the  Honorable  Company  ap- 
pointing him  to  the  Governorship  of  Fort  St.  David.  Bat  the 
very  day  he  stepped  into  the  gabernatorial  chair,  at  Madras, 
the  Bengal  Nabob  took  Calcutta.  Then  came  that  chapter  of 
nnheard  of  craelty,  familiar  to  every  child  who  has  learned  to 
read  his  story  books.  The  tragedy  of  the  Black  Hole  oc- 
curred jost  a  hundred  years  ago. 

Hie  dungeon  was  bat  twenty  feet  square.  Midsummer  heat 
was  parching  India.  The  little  garrison  thought  it  all  a  joke, 
when  they  were  ordered  to  go  in ;  but  to  refuse  was  to  die,  for 
Sorajah-uI-Dowlah's  orders  must  be  obeyed;  prolonged  suffering 
was  better  than  instant  death  ;  they  entered,  one  hundred  and 
forty-dz  in  all.  The  door  was  closed,  the  small  aperture  admitted 
neither  light  nor  air.  When  they  began  to  exchange  breaths 
the  startling  truth  burst  upon  them.  The  air  already  was  al- 
inost  putrid  ;  they  shrieked,  they  yelled  in  mortal  agony  ;  they 
screamed  for  water  and  then  killed  each  other  over  the  cup 
which  was  passed  through  the  grating,  while  the  poor  prisoners 
were  biting  and  squeezing  each  other's  life  away — gasping  for 
sir,  for  water,  for  anything  to  relieve  them  of  their  agony.  The 
jaikrs  laughed  and  danced  in  pure  delight.  Holmell,  the  high- 
est hi  rank,  offered  the  jailor  heavy  bribes ;  but  no,  the  Nabob 
was  8leq»lng,  and  no  one  dared  to  wake  him.  In  the  morning, 
wIno  the  ddbaoch  wasslept  away,  he  ordered  the  dungeon  door 
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to  be  opened,  and  out  staggered  twenty-three  swollen 
living  corpses !  One  hundred  and  twenty-three  were  piled  up 
— a  putrefying  mass  of  men — all  shapes  and  forms  were  re- 
presented in  the  death  struggle.  The  English  woman  who  sor- 
vivedy  was  sent  to  the  harem  of  the  Prince  of  Moorshedabad. 
Holwell  was  saved  and  tells  the  tale.  The  dead  were  buried  on 
the  spot,  but  the  harrowing  picture  did  not  move  in  the  least 
the  granite  disposition  of  the  human  tiger.  The  horrible  deed 
reached  Olive,  and  the  celebrated  battle  of  Plassey  showed  the 
inhuman  Nabob  that  it  was  a  fool  hardy  thing  to  trifle  with 
the  feelings  of  Englishmen.  The  soldiers  fonght  like  bolldogs ; 
revenge  stimulated  them  on,  and  the  Nabob's  army  of  60,000 
strong  was  broken  like  a  reed.  Clive  lost  bnt  twenty-two  men. 
The  gallant  39th  still  wears  the  proad  motto.  Frimus  tn  Indus. 
Clive  was  now  at  the  zenith  of  his  fame,  but  his  enemies  were 
at  work  at  home.  His  successes  against  the  Dutch  invaskm 
from  Java,  his  victorious  battles  against  Indian  armies  laigo 
enough  to  swallow  him,  his  civil  and  administrative  abilities 
could  not  save  him.  He  had  forged  a  solemn  treaty  ;  be  was 
cognizant  of  the  assassination  of  Snraj-Dowlah  by  the  son  of 
the  Nabob  of  his  own  creation,  Meer  Jaffier  ;  he  had  done 
deeds  blackening  to  the  character  of  an  honest  man.  He  went 
back  to  England,  leaving  everything  quiet  behind  hun,  and  in 
1765  returned  again,  for  the  third  and  last  time.  Onoe  more 
he  became  the  company's  benefactor  rooted  out  cormption  and 
bribery  among  the  civil  servants ;  introduced  the  salt  monopoly, 
still  in  existence,  instead  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  military. 
But  when  he  went  back  to  England  his  libellers  had  made  him 
out  a  villain,  a  fiend  incarnate,  who  had  violated  pnblic  faith, 
reduced  provinces  to  beggary,  deposed  princes,  and  snch  men 
as  Mackenzie,  Foote  and  Cooper  assisted  in  driving  the  great 
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man  mad,  and  goaded  on  past  all  endorance,  he  carried  ont 
the  idiosyncracy  of  his  yonth,  for  it  is  supposed  that  the  slan- 
dered Peer,  tired  of  it,  ended  his  own  life. 

When  Clive  left  India  all  went  mrong.  In  1170,  the  crops 
failed — ^the  famine  was  terrible — millions  perished — some  say 
one-third  of  the  Bengal  population  were  swept  away.  In  1772, 
the  company  were  obliged  to  borrow  from  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, to  keep  themseWes  above  water.  We  are  now  under  the 
administration  of  another  Govemor  General,  and  another  in- 
stance  of  rising  from  the  ranks  of  humble  life.  Warren  Hust- 
ings arrived  in  Bengal  in  1750,  and  made  illicit  but  successful 
love  to  the  Baroness  ImhofT,  on  his  passage  out — ^her  husband 
bfind  to  the  infidelity.  Commencing  like  Clive,  as  a  writer, 
his  energy  and  his  ability  carried  him  steadily  up  the  ladder  of 
fiime. 

His  forte  was  administration,  not  military  tactics  ;  a  great 
man  was  wanted,  and  he  proved  equal  to  the  emergency,  and  he 
used  the  all-aelfish  and  all-powerful  freemasonry  of  the  company 
to  carry  out  his  bold  and  sometimes  heartless  plans.  In  re- 
viewing Gleig's  three  volumed  work  on  Warren  Hastings,  in 
the  JEfiinibwrgk  Review,  of  1841,  Macanlay  does  not  spare  him, 
fbr  his  damnable  loaning  of  an  English  Army  to  Suraj-Dowlah 
fbr  forty  lacs,  or  $2,000,000  to  put  down  the  border  princes. 
For  his  unscrupulous  measures  regarding  the  Begems  of  Onde 
for  the  execution  of  Nnncomar — read  the  impeachment  paper 
before  the  House  of  lords.  When  Sheridan  made  the  ludicrous 
■DStake  in  q)eakiug  of  the  "  ferocious  Dhooliess,  who  savagely 
nnhed  in  and  carried  the  wonnded  from  the  field,"  he  would 
have  laogfaed,  could  he  have  known  that  he  had  wrought  him- 
self up  to  sach  excitement  and  virtuous  indignation  in  describing 
aa  open  palanqnin,  or  simple  contrivance  for  taking  the  poor 


2ii  LOU>   OOAKWALUd — WABBCB 


creatoreB  off  to  iLe  ho^iul  shed,  instead  of  to  tlie  daughter. 
Sheridao''s  speech,  for  which  Burke  and  Foi  had  fonushed  the 
material,  does  not  make  the  GoTemor  General  an  aiigd  bj  any 
means,  and  Macaulaj,  in  the  reriew  alloded  to,  is  bitter  when 
tooching  on  that  iuhnman  war,  where  their  Tillages  were  bomti 
Uieir  children  bntchered,  and  their  women  violated.  Hastings 
was  a  wonderful  man,  whether  sending  despatches  in  qniUs 
made  into  earrings,  to  escape  detection,  when  at  Benares  (after 
Chejte  Sing  ran  away),  when  his  life  was  in  danger — or  roling 
the  destinies  of  India,  with  an  impoverished  treasary — ot  defend- 
ing himself  in  nine  years'  persecntion — when  his  fortone  was 
spent  in  useless  law — he  showed  the  agnet  of  a  great  nnnd. 
These  two,  Clive  and  Hastings,  were  the  earliest  and  the  great- 
est of  the  GoTernor  Generals  of  India,  and  I  have,  therefore^ 
dwelt  longer  when  speaking  of  them. 

While  Lord  Cornwallis  was  losing  the  empire  of  the  West^ 
Hastings  preserved  the  empire  of  the  East  The  one  gave  np 
America,  the  other  saved  the  Camatic. 

When  England  and  America  were  signing  the  peace  papers, 
Fox  lost  his  India  bill,  and  with  it  the  Premiership  ;  but  liis 
powerful  enemy,  Pitt,  with  the  entire  wealth  of  the  East  India 
Company  to  support  him,  the  next  year  was  more  successful, 
and  fixed  himself  firmly  on  the  government  benches.  This  was 
the  bill  whicli  instituted  the  Board  of  Control,  the  President 
being  the  head  of  the  Indian  government  The  Governor 
General  and  Council  of  three  one  of  which  was  the  military 
commander-in-chief — the  King  holding  the  power  of  nominating 
this  officer,  also  of  approving  or  recalling  the  Governor  General. 
In  1786  Lord  Cornwallis  was  sent  out  by  the  company  ;  and 
iilthough  the  banner  foil  before  the  little  array  of  our  first  Presi- 
dent, he  rose  again  in  India,  and  showed  himself  an  able  gen- 
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tnl  and  governor.  In  1193  he  returned  borne  after  six  years' 
hard  fighting  with  Tippoo  Saib.  Sir  John  Shore  sncceeded,  and, 
after  a  short  stay,  was  made  an  Irish  peer.  Lord  Teignmonth 
don't  appear  to  have  distingnisbed  himself,  and  the  Honorable 
Company  made  a  better  appointment  when  they  gave  the  seal 
to  Lord  Momington,  Marqnis  of  Wellesley,  the  Iron  Dake's 
elder  brother — a  man  who  possessed  something  of  the  Clive  and 
Hastings  styles  of  action,  aud,  like  them,  fell  into  the  jaws  of 
faction  when  he  returned  to  England.  About  this  time  Napo- 
leoo  and  Tippoo  were  in  correspondence,  but  all  his  projects 
tailed,  and  Wellington  came  within  an  ace  of  meeting  Napoleon, 
with  Sepoy  troops,  in  the  Egyptian  desert ;  but  a  superior  offi- 
cer was  appointed  to  the  command,  and  Wellington  was  obliged 
to  wait  for  Waterloo.  After  Lord  Mo]^uington,  there  was  an- 
other appointment  of  the  Shore  school — Sir  Oeorge  Barlow  ; 
bat  a  more  appropriate  and  clever  man  succeeded  in  Lord  Min- 
to,  whom  I  wiU  speak  of  in  another  page. 
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Indian  History  Contdnned—- Shifting  of  Kngliah  Pc^tieiaDs  with  RMpaet 
to  Her — The  Annexed  Territory — ^Tdegraphs  and  Bailwaya — EiEwti 
of  Conqnes^ 

Lord  Minto's  adoiiiiistratioQ  was  noted  for  his  naval  exploits. 
This  was  the  Governor  who,  with  his  ninety  sail,  took  Jara 
from  the  French,  bat  lost  many  of  his  troops  by  the  fatal  cli- 
mate. He  was  also  snccessfnl  at  the  Isle  of  France  ;  bat  the 
Bocca  Tigris  and  Macao  expeditions  were  signal  fieuliireB. 

In  1813  the  Marquis  of  Hastings,  whom  Americans  have 
reason  to  remember,  was  the  next  Oovemor  General  of  India  ; 
and  following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  illustrioos  namesake,  he 
squeezed  the  treasury  of  Oude  to  get  the  means  of  paying  the 
Company's  debt.  It  was  daring  his  reign  that  the  old  Begnm, 
which  the  Pitt  opposition  immortalized,  died,  and  in  the  good- 
ness of  her  heart  bequeathed  $2,500,000  to  the  Honorable  Com- 
pany— thus  saving  them  the  trouble  of  seizing  it,  as  is  their 
custom.  Hastings  distinguished  himself  in  breaking  np  and 
disfKirsing  the  immense  bandit  hordes  of  Pindarees,  who  for 
years  had  plundered  and  robbed,  spreading  devastation  wher- 
ever their  horsemen  charged. 

Brougham's  formidable  rival  in  debate — the  great  Canning — 
received  the  next  appointment ;  but  he  was  wanted  at  home, 
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and,  remaining  to  work  his  way  to  the  Premiership,  Earl  Am- 
herst was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  with  mach  ability, 
shown  by  his  saccess,  carried  on  the  Bnrmah  war.  The  actions 
were  bold,  daring  and  saccessfal.  Bormah  was  conqoered  for 
the  time,  and  the  treasurer  of  the  Company  had  to  disgorge 
$40,000,000  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

Dr.  Price,  an  American  missionary,  signed  the  treaty  on  be- 
half of  the  King  of  Ava  ;  and  Dr.  Jndson,  Fanny  Forrester's 
husband,  has  also  told  us  something  of  the  fierce  battles  that 
oonvnlsed  the  country.  One  of  the  most  alarming  mutinies  of 
the  many  mentioned,  among  the  native  troops,  occurred  at  this 
time  (1824).  The  Bengal  sepoys,  who,  fearful  of  losing  caste 
by  gomg  to  sea,  disobeyed  orders  ;  but  the  decision  of  the  offi- 
cial, in  shooting  down  the  leaders,  saved  the  mutiny  from  spread- 
ing, and  the  prompt  disbanding  of  the  Forty-seventh  native  in- 
fimtry  had  the  desired  effect  of  quelling  an  insubordination  that 
gave  the  government  much  cause  for  alarm. 

The  celebrated  siege  of  Bhual-koor,  near  Agra,  was  in  1827. 
In  Calcutta  I  saw  the  monument  of  Lord  William  Bentinck, 
(who  in  1828,  was  sent  up  from  Madras  to  relieve  Earl  Am- 
herst,) for  abolishing  Suttee  or  the  self-immolation  of  widows 
on  the  funeral  fagots  of  her  deceased  consort.  It  was  a  bold 
measure,  for  it  interfered  with  their  religion,  but  it  was  success- 
foL  But  he  did  not  fare  as  well  in  doing  away  with  flogging 
in  the  army,  for  he  had  to  bear  the  whole  brunt  of  every  trifl- 
ing act  of  indiscipline  ;  every  sign  of  insubordination  was  heaped 
iqwn  his  shoulders.  In  1833  the  opposition  in  Parliament  suc- 
ceeded in  breaking  up  the  monopoly  of  the  China  trade,  which 
for  so  long  a  period  had  thrown  a  wet  sheet  over  all  private 
enterprise.  With  this  measure,  the  Court  of  Directors  ceased 
to  be  merchant  princes.    At  this  time  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
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in  speaking  of  what  the  company  owed,  said  their  entire  debt 
was  only  $200,000,000,  or  abont  eqnal  to  two  yean  revemie. 

Lord  Auckland,  in  1885,  took  the  hehn,  and  held  it  till  1841 
— after  having  been  led  by  the  nose  by  the  unfiNrtiuiate  Gi^itain 
Bumes  into  that  fatal  Affghan  campaign,  where  disgrace  fol- 
ed  disgrace  with  a  rapidity  that  eren  astonished  the  natires — 
all  the  horrors  of  Indian  warfiare  were  experienced  during  that 
short  campaign  ;  26,000  hnman  beings  perished  in  the  cowardly 
affair  of  the  Passes — an  everlasting  disgrace  to  those  who  failed 
to  show  themselves  worthy  of  their  official  position.  On  the  3d 
November,  1841,  occnrred  the  ambnsh,  tlie  sorprise,  thB  retreat ; 
where,  says  the  English  historian  MacFarland  with  deserving 
severity,  ''  Onr  commanding  officers  continued  in  their  imbecility 
until  our  troops  were  infected  with  downright  cowardice.  Not 
merely  the  shivering,  half-starved  sepoya^  but  our  British  b<Nrn 
soldiers,  cowered  before  a  barbarous  and  stupid  enemy,  whom 
they  had  so  often  beaten.  *****  Where  our  offi- 
cers behaved  like  fools,  and  our  men  like  cowards,  the  retreat 
of  the  14th  December,''  says  the  same  writer,  "was  as  appalling 
as  it  was  disastrous — even  worse  than  that  of  the  French  from 
Moscow.  In  both  instances,  hail,  snow  and  ice,  nakedness  and 
fuinioe,  slew  more  than  the  sword." 

A  change  in  the  British  ministry  brought  Peel  a  second  time 
to  the  bend  of  affairs  in  the  British  Cabinet,  and  Lord  EUenbo- 
rough  was  sent  in  1842  to  India,  and  his  able  management  during 
tbc  Affghan  campaign  won  him  laurels  from  the  army  as  well  as 
from  high  officials.  Even  the  Iron  Duke  complimented  him  in 
eulogistic  language  among  the  peers  of  the  realm  ;  but  his  haugh- 
ty and  dictatorial  language  offended  the  dignity  of  the  Court 
of  Directors,  who  showed  their  unlimited  power  in  recalling  the 
Governor  General,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  govern- 
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mentw  The  next  step  in  the  empire's  history  was  the  arrival  of 
Sir  Henry  HardiDge,  the  present  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Queen's  army,  whose  activity  and  energy  made  enemies  as  well 
as  friends.  He  modified  the  duty  on  salt,  he  abolished  Lord 
B^itinck's  order  of  flogging,  and,  with  snch  leaders  as  Sir  Hugh 
Oongh,  Sir  Charles  Napier  and  Sir  Harry  Smith,  he  conquered 
the  Panjaob,  making  the  Sikhs  surrender  their  swords,  and  bow 
to  the  British  yoke.  He  accomplished  mnch,  and,  leaving  a 
good  name  behind  him,  he  made  way  for  Lord  Dalhoosie,  in 
1848,  who  plonged  into  war  as  soon  as  he  arrived  at  Govern- 
ment Hooae,  and  the  battle  field  of  Chillian  Wallah  is  still  red 
with  the  blood  of  the  sons  of  England.  Daring  his  reig^  fonr 
kingdoms  have  been  annexed — the  Pnnjanb,  in  1849  ;  Bar- 
inah,  in  '52  ;  Nagpore,  in  '54,  and  last,  though  not  by  any  means 
the  least,  Oude  a  few  days  before  his  departure  for  England. 
For  these  bold  measures,  when  he  has  only  carried  out  the 
instructions  of  the  directors,  and  through  them  of  the  British 
government,  the  Parlimentary  opposition  are  ready  to  open 
their  batteries  against  him  and  he  will  be  fortunate  if  he  escapes 
the  storm  that  awaits  the  arrival  of  every  Qovemor  of  India 
who  has  displayed  extraordinary  energy. 

The  extensive  tract  of  empire  that  has  been  annexed,  and 
the  millions  of  people  added  to  the  British  commnnity,  will  pro- 
duce warm  compliment  from  one  party,  but  like  hostility  from 
the  other  ;  but  there  are  few  in  India  who,  although  they  may 
not  admire  the  man,  are  unwilling  to  testify  to  what  he  has 
accomplished.  His  administration  will  always  be  memorable 
for  the  introduction  of  the  two  great  inventions  of  the  present 
century — the  telegraph  and  the  railroad.  Whatever  may  be 
the  political  questions  he  may  be  censured  for,  these  Vill  prove 
counter  aigumenta  with  his  friends.    Ton  will  be  surprised  to 
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leani  that  India,  dnrfaig  the  lart  two  yean,  bids  fSdr  to  keep 
pace  with  the  United  States  in  the  magnetic  wire.  Dr.  O* 
Sbanghnessy  is  the  Professor  Morse  of  India ;  with  the  powerfiol 
machinerj  at  his  command  as  a  serrant  of  the  companj,  he  has 
distinguished  himself  by  his  energy  and  his  worics.  I  am  glad 
to  find  him  a  fellow  passenger  em  route  for  home,  with  a  raw  of 
nmning  the  wire  from  England  to  India — an  ondertaking  which, 
no  donbt,  will  shortly  be  accomplished,  jodging  from  what  has 
been  done.  The  first  wire,  he  tells  me,  was  extended  Not.  1, 
1853.  Twenty  parties  of  workmen  (soldiov)  kft  Galcatta  and 
Bombay,  under  English  leaders,  and  in  March,  1854,  the  offloss 
were  opened  at  the  half-way  station  of  Agra  and  by  the  middle 
of  June  the  first  message  went  through  to  Bombay,  a  distaaoe 
of  1,600  miles,  since  which,  lines  haTe  been  established  from 
Bombay  to  Madras,  800  miles ;  from  Agra  to  Peshawar,  on 
the  borders  of  Affghanistan,  forming  the  populous  cities  of  DeOd, 
Lahore,  and  Attoch  on  the  Indus,  some  800  miles  ;  besides  a 
line  200  miles  from  Rangoon  to  Prome  and  Me^day,  connectii^ 
the  seaport  with  the  frontier  of  Ava,  and  other  smaller  lines; 
making  a  total  of  some  4,000  miles  in  two  years  time.  In  less 
than  five  years  ten  thousand  miles  of  electric  wire  will  connect 
the  chief  points  of  the  Indian  empire,  says  the  Doctor.  No.  1 
galvanized  wire,  about  half  a  mile  to  the  ton,  would  gife  an 
aggregate  of  2,000  tons.  The  original  posts  were  made  of  cheap 
wood,  but  subsequently  iron  wood  from  Burmah,  solid  granite 
posts,  brick  and  mortar  doors  and  iron  screw  posts  are  those 
used  ;  the  cost  is  about  $250  per  mile. 

The  wires  are  about  sixteen  feet  from  the  ground,  snflSdently 
high  to  allow  a  loaded  elephant  to  pass  under.  About  thirty 
miles  of  Submariue  wires,  costing  $1,000  per  mile,  hare  been 
laid  down  across  the  rivers.    About  three  hundred  manipalatorB 
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are  employed,  and  two  hundred  more  senrants,  making  a  staff 
of  fire  hmidred  men.  There  are  seventj  offices  already  erected, 
in  charge  of  Europeans  and  half  castes,  the  great  difficulty  has 
been  in  procoring  proper  workmen,  and  Dr.  CVShanghnessy  pur- 
poses Tisiting  the  States  before  returning  to  India,  in  order  to 
procore  a  staff  of  American  managers.  There  are  no  double 
lines  laid  down,  nor  will  there  be.  The  annual  cost  of  the  estab- 
Miment  is  $150,000. 

The  only  paying  line  will  be  that  between  Bombay  and  Cal- 
cntta,  where  one-third  of  the  despatches  are  sent  by  natives. 
Hie  ol^ect  of  the  goTemment  in  establishing  such  an  agency 
throughout  their  wide  extent  of  empire  is,  of  course  to  increase 
their  political  and  military  power,  for  the  enterprise  as  an  invest- 
nent  would  prove  disastrous.  An  instance  of  its  advantage 
was  noticed  at  the  recent  annexation  of  Oude.  A  few  hours 
after  the  despatch  arrived  from  the  home  government,  giving 
eonsent^  the  Council  met — ^troops  were  on  the  way — orders  were 
giren,  and  Oude  was  a  part  of  the  British  empire — all  done  by 
the  lightning's  flash.  In  times  of  war  it  must  be  of  vast  import- 
moe,  until  the  native  enemies  learn  to  cut  the  wire,  as  specula- 
ion  did  when  the  Gunard  steamers  touched  at  Halifax.  Rail- 
ways do  not  progress  as  rapidly,  yet  something  has  been  done  in 
that  way — a  guarantee  of  five  per  cent  interest  on  the  outlay 
for  snch  enterprise  is  made  by  the  honorable  company  ;  but  who 
is  to  make  up  the  loss  between  the  annual  expenditure  and  the 
annaal  receipts,  for  profit  and  loss  wiU  be  charged  for  many  years 
with  a  serious  bahince  f 

"EL  M.  Stephenson,  Esq.  the  railway  kmg  of  India,  is  also  a 
fUknr  passenger,  for  England.  His  perseverance,  his  untired 
indaBtry  in  accomplishing  so  arduous  an  enterprise,  and  his  amia* 
Us  qoalitif  as  a  man,  have  earned  him  a  most  complimentary 
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address  from  his  many  friends.  In  his  replj  he  shows  how  san- 
guine he  is  of  the  progress  of  his  pet  projects,  for  he  expects  that 
in  less  than  ten  years  England  may  be  reached  in  twelve  days 
time,  and  the  magnetic  wire  will  commanicate  with  the  mother 
conntry  in  as  many  hoars.  I  shall  not  be  sarprised  at  the 
latter  resnlt,  but  must  say  the  former  looks  formidable— for 
Asiatic,  African  and  Eoropean  soil  does  not  culti? ate  and  nour- 
ish activity  and  enterprise  as  does  the  American. 

The  railway  froip  Calcutta  to  Rane^gonge,  or  to  the  Bardwan 
coal  mines,  is  121  miles  ;  a  single  rail,  costing  abont  $50,000 
per  mile.  A  company  has  been  formed  to  connect  Madras  with 
the  opposite  coast,  a  distance  of  300  miles,  passing  through 
Wellington's  and  Brand's  battlefields,  via  Arcot  and  Seringa- 
pa  tam  (branching  out  to  Bangalore,)  on  to  Trichinoopolj  to 
Coimbatoor  on  the  Malabar  coast,  thus  connecting  the  great 
cities  of  Southern  India.  Some  fifty  miles  have  been  completed 
from  Madras.  On  the  other  side,  the  Bombay,  Barado  and 
Central  Indian  Railway,  and  the  great  Indian  Peninsolar  Rail- 
way, extend  their  branches  a  long  way  along  the  shore  and 
inland.  About  fifty  miles  only  is  in  operation  from  Bombay. 
Another  line  is  intended  to  join  Bombay  with  the  Madras  fron- 
tier, via  Belgaum,  Saltara,  Toona,  Jcc—from  Eorrochee  to  the 
Indus  about  120  miles,  and  a  section  from  Bombay,  200  miles 
to  Surat.  This  is  the  grand  trunk  line  of  the  Northwest,  and 
is  to  extend  to  Lahore,  a  distance  firom  Calcutta  of  1,850  miles. 
Contracts  already  have  been  made  as  far  as  Agra,  Railway 
enterprise  in  India  commands  much  praise  for  its  projectors,  for 
many  are  the  impediments  to  be  overcome.  As  in  England  and 
Auierica,  those  in  the  front  rank  will  sink  their  money,  making 
room  for  those  who  follow  later  on,  to  profit  by  other's  lossea 
But,  nevertheless,  the  steam  whistle  must  work  a  moral  change 
'  India. 
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I  have  now  ran  over  the  history  of  India  since  commerce 
opened  the  coantrj,  from  Capt.  Lawrence  to  Josiah  Child  ; 
from  Child  to  Cli?e,  and  from  Clive  to  Hastings  and  Morning- 
ton,  past  Dalhoosie  to  Canning,  who  is  next  in  torn — 'tis  a 
strange  and  interesting  history,  the  formation  of  the  East  India 
Company.  Merchants  wish  to  trade,  and  call  in  political  power 
to  assist  them  ;  then  jealousy  arises,  ambition,  conquest  and  a 
standing  army,  now  numbering  300,000  men  in  round  numbers, 
only  30,000  of  which  are  Queen's  troops — all  paid  by  the  Com- 
pany. For  two  centuries  the  natives  have  been  brought  in 
contact  with  the  Christian  race — and  what  is  there  to  show  for 
it  7  Ancient  and  modern  writers  assure  us  that  the  products  of 
the  soil,  the  peculiar  mode  of  irrigatiou,  the  strange  fancy  for 
copper  ntensils,  the  simple  cotton  cloth  about  the  loins,  the 
Mlliancy  of  their  colors  and  dyes,  their  extravagant  love  of  jew- 
elry— wearing  them  in  ears,  nose,  on  their  toes,  their  ancles, 
their  fingers,  their  necks,  and  their  arms — the  custom  of  eating 
alone,  the  religious  seclusion  of  their  women,  the  cutting  off  of 
goats'  heads  for  the  sacrifice,  the  training  of  elephants,  and  the 
extraordinary  divisions  of  caste  remaining  unchanged ;  habits 
and  customs  of  a  thousand  years  ago  are  the  habits  and  customs 
now.  The  Hindoo  talent,  then,  of  quick  observation,  persever- 
ance, dexterity,  tact,  against  the  vices  of  greediness,  servility 
and  treachery,  have  gone  through  triAing  changes  for  centuries. 
llie  European  vices  have  been  carefully  studied  ;  but  the  Euro- 
pean's virtues  don't  flourish  in  the  Hindoo's  mind.  Of  course, 
there  are  some  exceptions ;  but  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  the 
merchant,  the  missionary  or  the  soldier  have  been  able  to  break 
up  prejudices  which  have  for  so  long  been  handed  down  from 
generation  to  generation. 

is  a  land  of  conquest,  and  requires  an  immense  standing 
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annj  to  hold  it.  As  a  conqnered  ooantry,  the  East  India 
Company  may  make  as  good  masters  as  any  other  company  or 
any  other  government  It  is  difficult  to  understand  where  the 
company's  power  ceases  and  where  England's  commences — 
which  is  Blacher,  and  which  the  Dnke  of  Wellington  ? — ^the 
Hon.  Court  of  Directors  and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol act  in  concert ;  and  the  Company  and  the  gOTemment  are 
so  closely  connected  that  they  must  soon  amalgamate. 

So  long  as  pensions,  wages,  salaries  are  paid  to  the  Sepoy 
troops,  under  able  and  popular  English  officers — so  long  as  their 
caste  or  their  religion  remains  unmolested— so  long  as  the 
natives  continue  to  prove  so  faithless  and  possess  so  little  confi- 
dence in  each  other,  England  will  hold  her  Indian  empire  ;  for 
the  Sepoy  soldier  is  proverbially  true  to  his  salt  There  is  one 
thing  morally  certain ;  fortunes  are  not  realized  by  civil  and 
military  officials,  by  merchants,  by  professional  men,  by  Individ* 
uals  and  corporations,  as  in  days  of  yore,  for  there  are  very  few 
who  return  to  England  with  the  means  of  supporting  Indian 
extravagance  or  the  means  of  enjoymg  the  luxuries  of  Indian 
life.  A  quarter  of  a  century's  service  under  the  Indian  sky 
purchases  an  Indian  pension  dearly  bought — too  often  by  the 
loss  of  health,  of  spirits  and  of  friends.  The  Indian  army  and 
the  Indian  civil  service  still  continue  to  offer  employment^ 
through  influence,  to  the  younger  sons  of  Britain,  who  grow 
prematurely  old  in  serving  their  country,  with  the  hopes  of  bet- 
tering their  own  position.  An  Indian  fortune  is  like  the  mirage 
which  Napoleon  saw  on  the  plains  of  Egypt 
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About  10  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  onr  steamer  swnng  off 
from  the  moorings,  and  an  hour  later  abont  a  hundred  passen- 
gers gaye  a  parting  look  at  the  Indian  city  and  its  suburban 
mansions  on  the  river's  banks,  and  the  Nubia  was  heading  tow- 
ards her  destined  port.    That  night  we  anchored,  and  the  next 
— for  oor  ship  draws  twenty-one  feet — and  not  until  4  o'clock 
P.  M.  on  the  11th  did  we  get  clear  of  the  windings  of  the  Hoog- 
1y  and  the  shoals  at  Sand  Heads.    Then  onr  pilot  received  bis 
$100  prenent,  over  and  above  his  regular  pilotage,  for  simply 
doing  his  duty,  in  not  running  us  on  shore  ;  and  boarding  his 
brig,  he  left  us  to  find  our  way  alone.    The  decks  are  crowded 
— men,  women  and  children — I  dare  not  say  how  many — but 
an  of  them  strangers  to  me.    I  never  before  felt  so  little  inclined 
to  make  the  acquaintance  of  my  fellow  passengers.    Five  years 
of  moving  about  the  world  has  taken  away  that  uresistible  desire 
I  experienced  when  making  my  maiden  tour  over  my  own  coun- 
try, that  I  might  not  be  an  ignoramus  when  I  went  abroad,  to 
know  everybody  about  me.    Now  I  am  perfectly  satisBed  to 
viit  for  the  advances,  instead  of  making  them  all  myself. 
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Oar  steamer  is  one  of  the  newest,  the  largest  and  finest  in  the 
extensive  fleet  of  this  extensive  company — now  the  laigest  io 
the  world.  It  was  up-hill  work  at  first,  bnt  gOTemment  enooor- 
aged,  subscribers  came  forward,  receipts  looked  farorable,  good 
fortune  accompanied  the  enterprise,  and  the  Cattle  Carrjiof 
Steam  Company  between  Ireland  and  England,  of  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  ago,  has  steadOy  grown  into  a  powerfol  monop- 
oly that  individual  enterprise  cannot  profitably  compete  with. 
A  royal  charter  was  obtained  at  the  conmiencement  of  1841, 
just  after  Cunard  opened  up  the  Boston  line.  In  1845  and  in 
1854  they  received  further  powers  and  grants  from  Parliament^ 
with  a  capital  of  seyen  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  with  the 
liberty  of  increasing  it  to  twelve  and  a  half  millions,  with  forty 
powerful  steamships,  registering  about  52,000  tons  and  14,000 
horse  power  ;  with  an  organized  force  of  forty  experienced  cap- 
tains, and  the  same  numlnsr  of  mates  and  engineers  of  each  rank, 
and  duplicates  hoping  for  a  chance  ;  with  all  the  minor  depart- 
ments efficiently  filled,  from  stoker  to  steward  ;  with  coal  hnlks, 
and  stations  and  agencies  all  along  the  route  from  Sonthampton 
to  Sbangbae,  rendering  facilities  that  required  years  of  experi- 
ence to  obtain  ;  with  all  the  working  apparatus  thoroughly 
systematized,  from  the  Court  of  Directors  in  London  to  the 
Serangs  and  Burra  Tiudels  in  the  Indian  seas  ;  with  the  confi- 
dence and  powerful  patronage  of  the  British  govemmcnt^  and 
the  support  of  the  East  India  Company  ;  in  a  word,  with  their 
great  wealth  and  means,  and  their  unlimited  credit,  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  Company  may  go  on  increasing  their  steam- 
ers, enlarging  their  operations  by  extending  their  lines  to  other 
parts  of  the  world,  declaring  their  dividends,  grow  more  and 
more  independent,  and  finally  laugh  at  competition,  no  matter 
from  whence  it  may  appear.     Now,  coaling  freights  and  Incra- 
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tire  employment  in  the  Black  sea,  with  half  the  fleet  composed 
of  screw  steamers,  and  an  increasing  passenger  and  cargo  trade, 
their  dividends  will  increase  the  value  of  the  shares.  The  Nnbia 
b  3,200  tons,  bat  only  450  horse  power.  The  Simla- is  2,600. 
The  other  Urge  steamer,  the  Himalaya,  the  company  were  for- 
tonate  in  selling  to  the  government  for  $650,000.  The  Pera, 
2,650  ;  the  Bengal,  2,300,  and  the  AUna,  2,200,  are  among  the 
kigest  in  the  line. 

The  annual  receipts  of  the  company  are  about  equal  to  their 
starting  capital — a  million  and  half  sterling.  * 

We  have  steamed  about  eleven  knots  an  hour,  and  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  we  anchored  in  Madras  Roads ; 
^"^^  days  from  Calcutta,  nearly  three  of  which  were  passed  in 
getting  by  the  Hoogly,  110  miles.  Twenty-four  hours  at  Mad- 
ras is  amply  sufficient  for  the  most  enthusiastic  traveler,  unless 
he  Is  desirous  of  making  excursions  to  the  interior  or  the  other 
coast  At  any  rate,  the  time  on  shore  was  all  that  I  required 
to  disgust  me  with  the  port  The  explorer,  the  surveyor,  or 
nautical  man,  or  whoever  selected  the  harbor,  should  have  his 
name  painted  on  a  shingle.  Is  it  possible  that  no  better  anch- 
orage— no  better  landing  place — no  better  port  could  be  found 
along  the  coast ;  and  if  so,  why  was  this  place  chosen  ?  A 
hundred  years  and  more  have  passed  away  since  then,  and  still 
yoa  have  the  same  facilities.  An  open  roadstead,  without  the 
least  point  of  land,  or  rock,  or  hill  to  shelter  ;  no  breakwater — 
no  wharf— -no  pier — no  floating  frame — not  even  a  landing 
stage.  Huge  native  surf  boats,  thirty  feet  long  and  eight  feet 
deep,  by  as  many  broad,  the  timbers  bound  together  with  rope 
and  string,  without  a  nail,  or  bolt,  or  spike,  and  manned  by 
elevea  naked  Savages,  came  alongside  to  take  us  ashore — no,  I 
most  not  say  naked,  for  there  is  an  attempt  at  costume.    Toa 
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may,  perhaps,  better  oDderstand  the  difference  between  the  Cal- 
catta  and  the  Madras  boatmen  in  that  reqieet,  when  I  mentioii 
that  the  former  appears  with  a  small  white  pocket  handkerdilef 
roond  about  him  ;  the  latter  contents  himself  with  a  twine 
string.  The  day  was  perfectly  calm,  yet  the  snif  washed  orer 
our  boat  once  or  twice  ;  and  when  finally  throngh,  the  WmA^ 
b^garly  natives — I  hate  the  sight  of  them — take  yon  on  their 
shoulders  to  dry  land.  This  is  the  only  contriTanoe  jet  intro- 
daced  for  landing  or  embarking  passengers.  Onr  sex  can 
manage  it  very  well,  bnt  I  pity  the  women  who  hare  to  be  cart- 
ed round  like  so  many  bags  of  clothing. 

To  order  a  supper  at  the  Chuendon,  and  a  carriage  at  the 
stable — to  read  the  latest  dates  from  Enghind,  and  eat  an  ioe 
cream,  occupied  our  time  for  an  hour,  and  then  we  started  off 
for  a  cruise,  up  one  street  and  down  another — through  dirty 
alleys  and  clean  thoroughfares — ^visiting  the  jail,  the  parade 
ground,  the  place  of  burning  the  dead,  the  railway  station,  and 
the  Bentinck  monument — stopping  a  moment  to  witness  the 
exercises  of  a  Hindoo  school,  and  hurrying  on  to  the  depots^ 
the  market  place  and  the  cathedral — driving  some  fonr  mUea 
into  the  country,  and  returning  in  time  to  meet  the  carriages 
on  their  way  to  the  fort,  for  it  is  Friday  evening,  and  the  band 
holds  forth. 

The  fort  was  one  of  the  first  bnilt  in  India.  In  1622  the 
ground  was  bought  of  a  naUve  prince,  and  Mr.  F.  Day  claims 
the  honor  of  erecting  the  fortress,  then  named  and  now  known 
as  Fort  Saint  George.  Here  is  where  the  French  and  the  En- 
glish crossed  swords  so  often — both  nations  alternate  masters. 
Labourdonnais,  the  gallant  sailor,  Oovemor  of  the  Isle  of 
France,  raised  the  French  flag  over  the  ramparts  in  1744,  but 
at  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  it  was  given  back  to  IgngUiii^ 
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'b  star  shone  with  ahnost  an  nnnatnnd  brilliancy  on 
this  grouid  for  a  short  time,  only  to  be  boried  in  darker  gloom. 
Tbe  daring  Frenchman  saw  Tisions  of  empire  long  before  his 
compeers,  and,  at  one  time,  he  mled  a  kingdom.  Here,  too, 
flive  first  drove  the  qnill ;  and  fiuling  to  destroy  himself  on 
two  occasions,  realized  that  he  was  bom  for  something  great. 
Hastings,  I  beUeye,  was  also  first  at  this  Presidency,  and  it  was 
here  that  Halliborton  originated  the  Bengal  army,  and  Sepoys 
list  learned  the  art  of  war — where  one  part  of  the  native 
community  was  armed  and  drilled  to  shoot  down  the  other. 
Some  of  the  early  native  officers  highly  distinguished  themselves. 
Orme  qpeaks  particularly  of  Mahomed  Isof  as  a  tubahdar  of 
great  skill  as  an  engineer  and  brave  soldier  in  battle.  The  fort 
is  strongly  fortified  and  ably  garrisoned.  The  band  was  noth- 
ing remarkable,  and  the  array  of  beauty  and  epaulettes,  the 
assembly  of  carriages,  paled  before  the  remembrance  o!  Cal- 
CQtta.  Late  in  the  evening  we  returned  to  the  steamer,  as 
mnch  disgusted  with  Madras  as  everybody  must  be  whose 
interests  are  not  in  the  place.  The  row  of  buildings  on  the 
beach,  that  so  delighted  the  lady  tourist  who  had  journeyed 
anmnd  the  world,  have  hardly  a  redeeming  feature,  for  the  cli- 
mate spoils  their  appearance  and  gives  them  a  shaky,  red,  sand 
stained  look  that  fairly  chills  you  with  desolation.  An  infant 
typhoon  or  the  preliminaries  of  a  New  Zealand  earthquake 
would  be  apt  to  open  to  a  dangerous  degree  some  of  the  many 
cracks.  There  may  be  beautiful  residences,  in  the  midst  of 
extensive  parks,  in  the  country,  but  the  country  is  not  Madras. 
I  am  only  giving  my  impressions  of  the  city.  Two  American 
ships  were  in  port,  the  John  M.  Majo  and  the  Sabine,  with  car- 
goes of  ice  from  Boston  for  the  Company.  I  called  upon  the 
trading  merchant  of  the  [dace,  whose  house  was  established 
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annj  to  hold  it.  As  a  conqaered  country,  the  East  India 
Company  may  make  as  good  masters  as  any  other  company  or 
any  other  government.  It  is  difficolt  to  understand  where  the 
company's  power  ceases  and  where  England's  commences — 
which  is  Blncher,  and  which  the  Doke  of  Wellington  7 — the 
Hon.  Court  of  Directors  and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol act  in  concert ;  and  the  Company  and  the  government  are 
so  closely  connected  that  they  must  soon  amalgamate. 

So  long  as  pensions,  wages,  salaries  are  paid  to  the  Sepoy 
troops,  under  able  and  popular  English  officers — so  long  as  their 
caste  or  their  religion  remains  unmolested— so  long  as  the 
natives  continue  to  prove  so  faithless  and  possess  so  little  confi- 
dence in  each  other,  England  will  hold  her  Indian  empire  ;  for 
the  Sepoy  soldier  is  proverbially  true  to  his  salt.  There  is  one 
thing  morally  certain  ;  fortunes  are  not  realized  by  civil  and 
military  officials,  by  merchants,  by  professional  men,  by  Individ- 
uals  and  corporations,  as  in  days  of  yore,  for  there  are  very  few 
who  return  to  England  with  the  means  of  supporting  Indian 
extravagance  or  the  means  of  enjoying  the  luxuries  of  Indian 
life.  A  quarter  of  a  century's  service  under  the  Indian  sky 
purchases  an  Indian  pension  dearly  bought — too  often  by  the 
loss  of  health,  of  spirits  and  of  friends.  The  Indian  army  and 
the  Indian  civil  service  still  continue  to  offer  employment^ 
through  influence,  to  the  younger  sons  of  Britain,  who  grow 
prematurely  old  in  serving  their  country,  with  the  hopes  of  bet> 
tering  their  own  position.  An  Indian  fortune  is  like  the  mirage 
which  Napoleon  saw  on  the  plains  of  Egypt 
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Oh  Boaxd  ths  Stkamsrip  Nubia,  ) 

FBOM  MaDIAH  to  AdKN,         ) 

March  11  to  17,  1866. 

Baa  from  Mftdnt  to  Aden— Ashore  at  Point  de  6aU»— The  Hotels — 
Hov  Aden  was  Taken  from  the  Arabs — ^Its  Population  and  Situa- 
tion. 

During  the  daj  of  oar  departure  we  kept  the  coast  in  view, 
bat  saw  aotbing  bat  the  highlands  and  saudj  plains  at  their 
base.  Thos  far  nothing  bat  a  smooth  sea,  all  goes  well  Amer- 
ican ice  cools  the  water  and  hardens  the  batter,  and  a  better 
table  is  spread  than  was  expected.  The  officers  seem  obliging  ; 
bat  the  passengers — good  gracioos,  bow  frightfully  stiff  1 — for 
most  of  them  are  servants  of  the  Company,  from  the  highest  to 
the  lowest,  each  vain  of  bis  position,  bat  all  forgetting  tbat  a 
Toyage  at  sea  generaUy  brings  them  to  a  level  Nothing  bat 
dignity  thos  far,  however.  When  will  they  anbend,  auless  they 
wish  to  be  eccentric  ?  Ill  content  myself  by  exchanging  a  friendly 
word  with  those  who,  from  crying,  have  b^^n  to  talk,  and  in 
reading  Macanley's  last  volame  till  I  get  to  Aden.  Up  to  this 
time  not  even  a  moonlight  song.  How  different  from  the  conr- 
tesy  on  board  of  the  North  Atlantic  steamships  I  There  all  is 
dieerfalness  and  good  natare.  Here  yoa  are  frozen  with  the 
dignity  of  office.    Of  coarse  th(^e  are  exceptions. 

On  the  17th,  at  5  P.  IL,  after  laxoriating  in  the  beaatifol 
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ftxnerj  of  C^jlon,  which  hsd  mttncted  oar  loCiee  mee  tte 
morning — aceoerj  of  the  tropicai  kind,  lad  oelebrmled  fior  ill 
rijtplenrieat  beaatr — we  pit  a  pi^  uvi  made  fbit  oar  andiGr 
off  the  stooe  fort  of  Point  de  GmDe.  AnoCher  stfie  of  otttife  ■ 
aJonsnirie — the  men  wearing  long  hair  rolled  up  bdund,  with  ft 
circaiar  tortoise  shell  comb,  like  women,  to  that  yom  fiad  it  ft 
difficalt  thing  to  distingoiBh  them  from  the  other  gcodcK.  A» 
other  jitjle  of  boat  waiU  to  take  joa  ofl^  for  a  ikilfiiig — a  boift' 
more  pecniiar  than  anj  I  hare  seen  since  learii^  Port  Plufi|i^ 
remarkable  for  its  singnlar  coDstmctioD — more  angnlar  thaa  Iha 
catamaran  at  Madras,  where  two  logs  tied  together  make  a  good 
jsnrf  boat.  This  one  consists  of  one  log,  hollowed  out  and  faoied 
ap,  the  top  part  about  tweWe  inches  wide  ;  and  joa  sit  apoa  a 
platform  orerhaoging  the  water.  To  keep  the  thing  from  c^isi^ 
ing,  they  have  an  outrigger,  some  ten  feet  long,  nmning  paraUd 
with  the  lioat,  made  of  heaTj  wood.  I  asked  the  boatman  if 
thej  eTer  tamed  over,  and  he  prompt]/  replied  "  Freqoentlj.' 
Tliere  were  several  hotels  on  shore,  bat  the  New  Mansion 
House  seems  to  be  the  favorite.  I  had  no  fault  to  find  with  my 
lioarrj,  and  the  only  objection  touching  the  bed  was  on  aocoant 
of  the  partitions  of  the  several  bedrooms  extending  onlj  halfway 
to  the  cf,'iling,  giving  your  neighbonr  the  opportunity  of  hearing 
every  movement  in  the  room.  There  is  but  one  two  horse  car- 
riflge  in  the  place,  and  that  was  private,  so  our  party  were 
obliged  to  put  up  with  a  "  gurry  ;"  and  having  no  time  to  lose 
we  were  driven  out  to  the  cinnamon  grove.  The  only  things  yoa 
Kf!e  there,  however,  are  a  few  stunted  cinnamon  trees  ;  bat  the 
ride  along  the  shore  was  the  best,  the  whole  distance  shaded  by 
groves  of  cocoa  and  beetle  nut  trees ;  and  the  little  thatched 
cottages  or  huts  of  the  Singalese  give  an  interesting  picture  to 
those  unaccustomed  to  the  island.    We  went  beyond  the  grove^ 
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to  '^ne  the  dephanf  draw  stone  to  where  a  new  bridge  is  being 
boflt  across  one  of  the  little  riTers.  Returning,  we  yisited  one 
or  two  of  the  Bhndhist  temples,  none  of  which  bore  any  com- 
puisoii  to  those  in  China ;  gaadj  pictures  on  the  walls,  with- 
oot  anj  idea  of  perq)ectiTe,  representing  all  the  characteristics 
of  tlMir  creed,  were  the  only  things  noticeable. 

We  also  Tisited  the  English  and  the  Dutch  burial  places, 
>h«u  the  nmnber  of  tombs  tell  that  the  &te  of  man  is  the  same 
ia  ewvj  land,  but  that  some  climates  shorten  life. 

John  Black  a  Scotchman,  who  has  been  a  resident  here  for 
tmmy  yean,  is  the  reinresentative  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
tine  wiD  be  l<Mig  distant  when  he  has  any  one  to  oppose  him  at 
Waahington,  for  I  Coney  that  there  are  few  Americans  desirous 
of  kwating  in  Galle ;  for  the  arrival  and  departures  of  the  Com- 
paay's  boats,  and  the  occasional  appearance  of  a  freight-seeking 
diip  is  all  you  haye  to  break  the  monotony  of  living  there,  or 
adding  commissions  to  your  account.  Point  De  Galle  is  a  wall- 
ed city,  and  though  built  so  long  ago,  the  fort  ramparts  and 
onbankments  are  still  strong,  and  show  little  decay.  The  Dutch 
and  the  Portuguese  ha?e  given  their  features  to  many  of  those 
yoa  meet  within  the  walls,  but  the  number  of  Europeans  in  the 
dtj  are  under  twenty. 

The  United  States  steamship  San  Jacinto  has  just  coaled 
here  and  gone  on  to  Penang,  where  the  Japanese  Consul  has 
been  awaiting  her.  As  a  coal  station  the  port  is  important, 
bat  for  little  else  ;  were  it  not  for  the  steamers  it  would  be  un- 
koowD  as  a  shipping  place.  It  is  a  flower  garden  in  comparison 
with  the  sunburnt  desert  of  Madras.  I  find  letters  and  papers 
here  from  Melbourne  to  the  23d  January. 

On  the  18th,  nt  3  P.  M.,  we  sailed  for  Aden,  and  arrived  at 
nooo  on  the  86th,  one  of  the  most  rapid  passages  recorded 
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annj  to  hold  it.  As  a  conqnered  ooontry,  the  East  India 
Company  may  make  as  good  masters  as  any  other  company  or 
any  other  goYemment  It  is  difficolt  to  understand  where  the 
company's  power  ceases  and  where  England's  ooounences — 
which  is  Bincher,  and  which  the  Dnke  of  Wellington  7 — the 
Hon.  Court  of  Directors  and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol act  in  concert ;  and  the  Company  and  the  gOTemment  are 
so  closely  connected  that  they  mnst  soon  amalgamate. 

So  long  as  pensions,  wages,  salaries  are  paid  to  the  Sepoy 
troops,  nnder  able  and  popular  English  officers — so  long  as  their 
caste  or  their  religion  remains  unmolested — so  long  as  the 
natives  continue  to  pro?e  so  faithless  and  possess  so  little  confi- 
dence in  each  other,  England  will  hold  her  Indian  empire  ;  for 
the  Sepoy  soldier  is  proverbially  true  to  his  salt.  There  is  one 
thing  morally  certain ;  fortunes  are  not  realized  by  ciTil  and 
military  officials,  by  merchants,  by  professional  men,  by  indlTid- 
uals  and  corporations,  as  in  days  of  yore,  for  there  are  very  few 
who  return  to  England  with  the  means  of  suppcNrting  Indian 
extravagance  or  the  means  of  enjoying  the  luxuries  of  Indian 
life.  A  quarter  of  a  century's  service  under  the  Indian  sky 
purchases  an  Indian  pension  dearly  bought — too  often  by  the 
loss  of  health,  of  spirits  and  of  friends.  The  Indian  army  and 
the  Indian  civil  service  still  continue  to  offer  employment^ 
through  influence,  to  the  younger  sons  of  Britain,  who  grow 
prematurely  old  in  serving  their  country,  with  the  hopes  of  bet> 
tering  their  own  position.  An  Indian  fortune  is  like  the  mirage 
which  Napoleon  saw  on  the  plains  of  Egypt 
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yoa  might  almost  saj,  without  misrepreseating,  nothing  of  note 
-^can  be  seen  from  our  anchorage  or  from  the  fort  and  village 
on  the  beach.  Ton  most  have  a  donkey  or  an  Arab  horse  the 
moment  jon  get  ashore,  and  take  a  ride  along  the  beach,  throngh 
the  thatched  village,  past  the  mass  of  granite  rock,  over  the 
kmg  military  road,  down  under  the  bridge,  through  the  deep 
dark  passage-way  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock,  to  the  cantonments, 
or  barracks,  in  the  valley  beneath,  where  yon  will  find  the 
■aliTe  town,  the  Sepoy  barracks,  the  European  settlements, 
the  chapel  on  the  hill  for  the  Episcopalians,  and  the  cathedral 
bdoWy  for  the  Roman  Catholics,  the  drill  ground,  and  all  that 
there  is  to  note  at  Aden.  On  every  side  of  yon  nothing  but 
rock,  rock,  rock.  It  would  be  banishment  to  live  here.  The 
Company  have  spent  plenty  of  money  in  fortifying,  but  the 
money  has  not  been  well  invested,  say  some  of  our  military  pas- 
sengers. A  party  of  fellows  passed  a  few  hours  at  the  hotel 
most  pleasantly,  with  supper,  with  sentiment,  and  with  song. 
The  place  was  christened,  and  will  keep  till  we  see  it  again.  I 
am  astonished  to  see  how  poorly  fortified  are  many  of  the  ports 
of  England's  colonies. 

I  am  not  well  up  in  such  tactics,  and  never  studied  Yauban, 
but  it  would  appear  to  me,  that  had  the  Russian  China  fleet 
been  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  British  cruisers,  they  might 
have  bombarded  Singapore,  Penang,  Madras,  and  Aden,  but 
the  destruction  of  property  would  have  been  the  only  inducement, 
for  they  could  not  have  held  the  places  for  any  length  of  time, 
for  the  Oriental  steamers  can  transport  troops  post  haste  to  pro- 
tect the  fliag  of  England.  But  there  is  one  thing  pretty  certain  ; 
India  can  spare  no  troops  for  the  Crimea.  She  wants  them  all 
vithin  her  empire,  for  the  natives  are  always  plotting. 
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Oor  steamer  is  one  of  the  newest,  the  largest  and  finest  in  tbe 
extensive  fleet  of  this  extensive  company — now  the  laigert  in 
the  world.  It  was  np-hill  work  at  first,  but  govemmeDt  enooor- 
aged,  subscribers  came  forward,  receipts  looked  farorable,  good 
fortune  accompanied  the  enterprise,  and  the  Cattle  GarrTiQg 
Steam  Company  between  Ireland  and  England,  of  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  ago,  has  steadily  grown  into  a  powerfiil  monop- 
oly that  individual  enterprise  cannot  profitably  compete  with. 
A  royal  charter  was  obtained  at  the  conmiencement  of  1841, 
just  after  Cunard  opened  up  the  Boston  line.  In  1845  and  in 
1854  they  received  further  powers  and  grants  firom  Pariiament^ 
^«  I  with  a  capital  of  seven  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  with  the 
\  liberty  of  increasing  it  to  twelve  and  a  half  millions,  with  forty 
^  powerful  steamships,  registering  about  52,000  tons  and  14,000 
horse  power  ;  with  an  organized  force  of  forty  experienced  cap- 
tains, and  the  same  number  of  mates  and  engineers  of  each  rank, 
and  duplicates  hoping  for  a  chance  ;  with  all  the  minor  depart- 
ments efficiently  filled,  from  stoker  to  steward  ;  with  coal  hnlks, 
and  stations  and  agencies  all  along  the  route  from  Southampton 
to  Sbanghae,  rendering  facilities  that  required  years  of  experi- 
ence to  obtain  ;  with  all  the  working  apparatus  thoroughly 
systematized,  from  the  Court  of  Directors  in  London  to  the 
Serangs  and  Burra  Tiudels  in  the  Indian  seas  ;  with  the  oonfi- 
deuce  and  powerful  patronage  of  the  British  government,  and 
the  support  of  the  East  India  Company  ;  in  a  word,  with  their 
great  wealth  and  means,  and  their  unlimited  credit,  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  Company  may  go  on  increasing  their  steam- 
ers, enlarging  their  operations  by  extending  their  lines  to  other 
parts  of  the  world,  declaring  their  dividends,  grow  more  and 
more  independent,  and  finally  laugh  at  competition,  no  matter 
from  whence  it  may  appear.    Now,  coaling  fireigfatB  and  lucra- 
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tire  employment  in  the  Black  sea,  with  half  the  fleet  composed 
of  screw  steamers,  and  an  increasing  passenger  and  cargo  trade, 
their  dividends  will  increase  the  value  of  the  shares.  The  Nubia 
is  3,200  tons,  but  only  450  horse  power.  The  Simla- is  2,600. 
The  other  Urge  steamer,  the  Himalaya,  the  company  were  for- 
tonate  in  selling  to  the  government  for  $650,000.  The  Pera, 
2,650  ;  the  Bengal,  2,300,  and  the  AUna,  2,200,  are  among  the 
largest  in  the  line. 

The  annual  receipts  of  the  company  are  about  equal  to  their 
starting  capital — a  million  and  half  sterling.  ^ 

We  have  steamed  about  eleven  knots  an  hour,  and  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  lith  we  anchored  in  Madras  Roads ; 
fiye  days  from  Calcutta,  nearly  three  of  which  were  passed  in 
getting  by  the  Hoogly,  170  miles.  Twenty-four  hours  at  Mad- 
ras is  amply  sufficient  for  the  most  enthusiastic  traveler,  uuless 
he  is  desurous  of  making  excursions  to  the  interior  or  the  other 
coast  At  any  rate,  the  time  on  shore  was  all  that  I  required 
to  disgust  me  with  the  port  The  explorer,  the  surveyor,  or 
nautical  man,  or  whoever  selected  the  harbor,  should  have  his 
name  painted  on  a  shingle.  Is  it  possible  that  no  better  anch- 
orage— no  better  landing  place — no  better  port  could  be  found 
along  the  coast ;  and  if  so,  why  was  this  place  chosen  ?  A 
hundred  years  and  more  have  passed  away  since  then,  and  still 
yon  have  the  same  facilities.  An  open  roadstead,  without  the 
least  point  of  land,  or  rock,  or  hill  to  shelter  ;  no  breakwater — 
no  wharf — no  pier — no  floating  frame — not  even  a  landing 
stage.  Huge  native  surf  boats,  thirty  feet  long  and  eight  feet 
deep,  by  as  many  broad,  the  timbers  bound  together  with  rope 
and  string,  without  a  nail,  or  bolt,  or  spike,  and  manned  by 
eleven  naked  Savages,  came  alongside  to  take  us  ashore — no,  I 
most  not  say  naked,  for  there  is  an  attempt  at  costume.    Toa 
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Onr  steamer  is  one  of  the  Dewest^  the  largest  and  finest  in  the 
extensive  fleet  of  this  eztenaye  company — now  the  largest  in 
the  world.  It  was  np-hill  work  at  first,  bnt  gOTemment  enoooi^ 
aged,  subscribers  came  forward,  receipts  looked  fiaTorable,  good 
fortane  accompanied  the  enterprise,  and  the  Cattle  Garryiog 
Steam  Company  between  Ireland  and  EIngland,  of  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  years  ago,  has  steadOy  grown  into  a  powerful  monop- 
oly that  individual  enterprise  cannot  profitaUy  compete  with. 
A  royal  charter  was  obtained  at  the  commencement  of  1841, 
just  after  Cunard  opened  up  the  Boston  line.  In  1845  and  in 
1854  they  received  further  powers  and  grants  from  Pariiament^ 
with  a  capital  of  seven  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  with  the 
liberty  of  increasing  it  to  twelve  and  a  half  millions,  with  forty 
powerful  steamships,  registering  about  52,000  tons  and  14,000 
horse  power  ;  with  an  organized  force  of  forty  experienced  c^ 
tains,  and  the  same  number  of  mates  and  engineers  of  each  rank, 
and  duplicates  hoping  for  a  chance  ;  with  all  the  minor  depart- 
ments efficiently  filled,  from  stoker  to  steward  ;  with  coal  hnlks, 
and  stations  and  agencies  all  along  the  route  from  Sonthampton 
to  Sbanghae,  rendering  facilities  that  required  years  of  experi- 
ence to  obtain  ;  with  all  the  working  apparatus  thoroughly 
systematized,  from  the  Court  of  Directors  in  London  to  the 
Serangs  and  Burra  Tindels  in  the  Indian  seas  ;  with  the  confi- 
dence and  powerful  patronage  of  the  British  government^  and 
the  support  of  the  East  India  Company  ;  in  a  word,  with  their 
great  wealth  and  means,  and  their  unlimited  credit^  the  Penin- 
sular and  Oriental  Company  may  g^  on  increasing  their  steam- 
ers, enlarging  their  operations  by  extending  their  lines  to  other 
parts  of  the  world,  declaring  their  dividends,  grow  more  and 
more  independent,  and  finally  laugh  at  competition,  no  matttf 
from  whence  it  may  appear.    Now,  coaling  fireighti  and  locra* 
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tire  employmeDt  in  the  Black  sea,  with  half  the  fleet  composed 
of  screw  steamers,  and  an  increasing  passenger  and  cargo  trade, 
their  dindends  will  increase  the  ?alne  of  the  shares.  The  Nnbia 
k  2,200  tons,  bnt  only  450  horse  power.  The  Simlais  2,600. 
The  other  large  steamer,  the  Himalaya,  the  company  were  for- 
tnnate  in  selling  to  the  gOTemment  for  $650,000.  The  Pera, 
2,650  ;  the  Bengal,  2,300,  and  the  Alma,  2,200,  are  among  the 
largest  in  the  line. 

The  annual  receipts  of  the  company  are  about  equal  to  their 
starting  capital — a  million  and  half  sterling.  « 

We  ha?e  steamed  about  eleven  knots  an  hour,  and  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  we  anchored  in  Madras  Roads ; 
fiye  days  from  Calcutta,  nearly  three  of  which  were  passed  in 
getting  by  the  Hoogly,  770  miles.  Twenty-four  hours  at  Mad- 
ras is  amply  sufficient  for  the  most  enthusiastic  traTeler,  unless 
be  is  desirous  of  making  excursions  to  the  interior  or  the  other 
coast  At  any  rate,  the  time  on  shore  was  all  that  I  required 
to  disgust  me  with  the  port  The  explorer,  the  surreyor,  or 
man,  or  whoever  selected  the  harbor,  should  ha?e  his 
painted  on  a  shingle.  Is  it  possible  that  no  better  anch- 
orage-Hio  better  landing  place — no  better  port  could  be  found 
along  the  coast ;  and  if  so,  why  was  this  place  chosen  ?  A 
hundred  years  and  more  ha?e  passed  away  since  then,  and  still 
yon  haTC  the  same  facilities.  An  open  roadstead,  without  the 
least  point  of  land,  or  rock,  or  hill  to  shelter  ;  no  breakwater — 
DO  wharf — no  pier — no  floating  frame — not  e?en  a  landing 
stage.  Huge  nati?e  surf  boats,  thirty  feet  long  and  eight  feet 
deep,  by  as  many  broad,  the  timbers  bound  together  with  rope 
and  string,  without  a  nail,  or  bolt,  or  spike,  and  manned  by 
elcTen  naked  saTages^  came  alongside  to  take  us  ashore — ^no,  I 
mnst  not  say  naked,  for  there  is  an  attempt  at  costume.    Yoa 
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yoa  also  are  broaght  in  contact  with  thosa  who  asBome  what 
they  do  not  possess,  and  yoa  feel  disgosted  with  the  enTy  and 
jealousy  of  civil  servants,  who  sneer  at  the  officials  in  the  army, 
whose  remoneration  is  less — monstached  collectors — dubbed 
corchary  hnzzars,  by  Lord  Ellenborongh,  whose  sarcastic  remarks 
and  independent  despatches  were  the  reasons  of  his  recall — 
snobs  whose  manners  are  their  advertisement.  Bat  I  have  said 
enongh  of  my  campagnions  de  voyage^  and  now  will  onsay  all 
that  may  seem  harsh,  for  I  remember  many  of  the  Nabia's  party 
whom  I  hope  to  meet  again.  Oar  officers  were  most  obligmg ; 
our  captain  a  good  sailor,  without  a  caUn  polish  ;  cor  table 
from  the  first  respectable,  and  oar  cabins  rather  small  for  four. 
If  you  take  the  India  mail,  bay  a  chair,  or  else  yon  go  with- 
out— ^'tis  the  custom.  Each  passenger  at  Calcutta  brought  on 
board  his  private  seat  for  the  deck.  In  China  the  traveler 
takes  beds,  linen,  and  washbowls,  bat  chairs  are  famished  by 
the  ship.  Five  companies,  of  five  vans  each,  compose  oar  party. 
Each  carriage  takes  six.  Every  five  or  six  hoars  a  company 
starts,  in  order  to  give  the  leading  horses  a  resting  qielL  Yes- 
terday lots  were  drawn  for  choice  of  numbers,  and  I  am  among 
the  fortunates  who  go  in  number  one.  Those  who  get  the  last 
batch  will  be  detained  almost  a  day,  and  will  haTe  no  time  at 
Cairo.  I  don't  like  the  narigation  of  the  Bed  Sea  for  sailing 
ships,  bat  it  answers  for  steamers. 
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(Siy  of  Sa«>— Its  PopnUtion— Hotels  .and  Trade— What  it  Was  and 

What  it  Is — ^Travel  to   Cairo— Camels,   Carayans  and  Pilgrims — ^A 

Glimpse  of  the  Pyramids. 

Werb  it  not  for  the  Indian  mails  the  name  of  Snez  would  nerer 
be  mentioned,  except  by  the  Oriental  tonrist,  who,  in  his  enthu- 
oaam,  joomeys  across  the  desert  to  Palestine,  so  that  he  may  see 
whefe  tradition  has  traced  the  track  of  Israel — where  Pharaoh 
lost  his  army.  Even  with  the  immense  traffic  introdaced  by  the 
Fenimmlar  and  Oriental  Company,  Snez  is  still  dead  to  modem 
life— «  miserable  hotel,  a  branch  of  this,  a  chapel,  a  dilapidated 
nun  for  a  town  numbering  some  5,000  in  its  population  of  the 
lower  class  of  Arabs,  and  a  few  ancient  and  modem  recollections, 
are  all  that  give  it  notice.  The  slare  trade  is  abolished,  and 
the  monopoly  of  trade  with  Jeddo,  formerly  in  the  hands  of  the 
LeTantine  merchants,  is  also  broken  up.  There  are  some  fifty 
foreigners  resident,  nine  of  which  are  English,  the  others  being 
French  and  Maltese.  The  port  boasts  an  English  Consul  I 
pity  him. 

The  OTerland  route  was  opened  in  1840,  by  Lieut.  Waghom, 
after  which  Hill  &  Co.  took  it  up ;  then  the  Eastem  Transit 
Oompanj,  in  1848.    But  two  years  later  the  Pasha  went  into 
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the  carrriDg  trade,  and  the  E^jptian  go?ernmeiit  has  since  con- 
descended, for  a  haDd^ome  consideration,  to  act  as  senrants  to 
the  Eoglish  Steam  Companj,  in  taking  their  passengers  aod 
freight  across  the  desert. 

This,  of  conrse,  has  given  Snez  what  little  notice  it  enjoys. 
Some  sixty  years  ago  Napoleon  encamped  here,  &nd  his  head- 
qnarters  show  how  poor  were  his  Egyptian  accommodations.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Snez  was  the  town  that  became  very 
nearly  being  the  grave  of  Mehemet  AIL  The  Mamelokes  had 
planned  his  assassination  well,  bnt  the  secret  leaked  out,  and  in 
the  night  time  the  great  general  escaped  on  a  swift  dromedary, 
and  lived  to  retom  the  Mamelukes'  treachery  in  the  citadel,  but 
more  successfully.  The  Transit  Company  have  some  fifty  vans, 
as  they  are  called — two  wheeled  carriages — a  kind  of  Black 
Maria — intended  for  six  inmde  passengers — uncomfortable  and 
inconvenient — each  drawn  by  four  hones.  The  yans  are  made 
in  Egypt :  no  English  manufacturer  would  own  such  traps.  Hie 
company  also  have  some  600  Arab  and  Syrian  horses,  and  two 
hundred  mules  ;  but  the  500  or  600  camels  required  to  trans- 
mit the  inland  and  outward  freight  and  luggage  bekmg  to  the 
Sheiks. 

The  distance  from  Suez  to  Cairo  is  eighty-four  miles;  com- 
posed of  sixteen  stages,  of  five  miles  each.  We  changed  fifteen 
times,  and  four  meals  were  funushed  for  the  trip,  but  sodi  meals 
as  would  di^race  a  Five  Points  restaurant— <iamel  stew,  and  a 
desert  chicken,  and  coffee  that  ^ves  you  the  nausea  before  you 
taste  it.  The  Pasha,  I  am  confident,  has  ordered  the  best^  and 
most  likely  the  fault  is  with  the  subs.  I  observe  that  most  of 
the  vans  have  mules  in  the  shafts  and  horses  on  tiie  lead  ;  that 
both  mules  and  horses  are  shod  with  a  round  shoe,  leaTing 
only  an  open  air  hole  in  the  centre  ;  that  they  are  tied  by  the 
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feet  to  a  long  rope  in  front  of  the  stables,  which  are  comforta- 
ble buildings ;  that  the  wheels  of  the  yehicles  are  far  apart,  and 
that  a  semophoric  telegraph  post  is  at  each  station.  But  along 
the  whole  range  of  desert  is  nanght  bat  a  dry  yellow  sand  and 
gravel,  as  fiur  as  the  eye  can  reach.  Part  of  the  road  is  maca- 
damjgfld,  bat  most  of  it  is  open  and  exposed.  If  the  overland 
journey  is  so  tedious  and  Toid  of  comfort  in  carriages,  what  must 
it*haTe  been  when  you  had  to  cross  on  camels  7  It  is  a  dreary, 
desolate  journey.  Not  a  single  tree — ^yes,  there  was  one,  a 
miserable  scrub,  and  now  and  then  a  bush  or  a  thistle ;  but 
nothing  green — nothing  instinct  with  life — not  eyen  rocks,  to 
Tary  the  scene — naught  bat  an  everlasting  sea  of  sand — sand 
on  every  side — mountains  of  it  in  the  distance ;  but  plains  near 
at  hand,  for  our  track — it  can't  be  called  road — ^lles  directly 
through  the  valley.  The  artistic  painting  of  the  "  Dying  GameP 
who  was  it  by  7  frequently  came  up  before  me  as  I  saw  the 
decaying  carcasses  of  the  faithful  quadrupeds  scattered  along  the 
desert,  in  all  stages  of  decay  ;  but  the  hoarse  voiced  desert  birds 
are  ever  shrieking  near,  keeping  discordant  time  with  the  jack- 
all's  quick,  sharp,  yell,  and  when  life  has  departed,  they  com- 
meooe  their  solitary  meal,  gluttonizing  in  their  greediness  till 
satiety  makes  them  disgorge,  only  to  gluttonize  again.  The 
shrill  wail  of  those  carrion  birds  and  the  fierce,  whistling,  ghost- 
Eke  noise  of  the  desert  wind  is  the  morning  and  evening  music 
of  the  Arab,  seemingly  an  eternal  requiem.  To  him,  it  cheers 
Ids  lonely  journey,  to  me  it  sounded  as  from  a  sepulchre. 

I  have  spoken  disparagingly  of  the  mode  of  transit  and  our 
liotd  accomodations  ;  but,  to  reflect,  what  must  they  have  been 
only  thirty  years  ago  7  Before  the  English  government  and 
English  money  and  English  enterprise  taught  the  Pasha  some  of 
the  oomfbrts  of  civilized  life,  hotels  in  an  inhoqntable  desert^ 
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oases  planted  bj  the  Western  Gompanj  in  the  heart  of  deadir 
tioD.  Before,  no  water,  no  resting  place,  no  shelter,  no  nourish- 
ment save  what  yon  carried,  no  homan  being,  sare  the  acci- 
dental meeting  of  the  camel  driyer  or  the  muleteer,  to  relieve 
yoQ  in  distress,  and  no  prospect  of  reaching  your  journey's  end 
for  days  and  weeks,  instead  of  hours,  as  now.  Yerily  the 
change  is  worthy  of  contemplation.  The  Cape  route  was  a  long 
journey,  the  camel's  motion  was  too  slow  when  the  shorter  one 
across  the  desert  was  first  established.  England  saw  her  Indian 
empire ;  Indian  servants  wanted  more  comfort  and  despatch, 
and  England  said  to  Egypt,  "  Let  there  be  better  arrangements 
made,"  and  they  were  made.  But  the  wedge  only  was  intro- 
duced ;  a  telegraphic  wire  has  been  ordered,  a  railroad  is  under 
way,  and  shortly  the  whistling  of  a  Western  locofliotive  will 
startle  the  Bedouin  from  his  sleep  on  his  sandy  pillow,  and  the 
rattling  of  a  railway  train  across  the  bleached  skeletons  of  the 
ass,  the  mule  and  the  camel  will  prove  the  sweetest  of  all  sounds 
to  those  poor  beasts  of  burden,  whose  labors  have  been  so 
greatly  lessened  by  the  genius  and  the  ingenuity  of  civilised 
man. 

Towards  the  close  of  our  journey  several  caravans  of  Arabs 
and  natives  passed  us,  their  camels  loaded  with  every  possible 
kind  of  package.  At  Aden  I  saw  a  ship  loaded  down  like  a 
North  Atlantic  emigrant  packet,  with  pilgrims  bound  to  Mecca, 
but  there  were  none  at  Suez.  The  caravans  in  our  track  were 
mostly  for  the  purposes  of  conunerce.  For  miles  before  we 
reached  the  last  station  we  saw  what  we  supposed  a  lake  of  dark 
blue  water,  shaded  by  trees,  which  were  reflected  firom  below, 
but  the  distance  did  not  lessen — ^the  deception  was  perfect  No 
wonder  that  Napoleon's  army  began  to  show  signs  of  mutiny 
and  insubordination,  for  hopes  raised  to  be  thwarted  maketh 
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the  heart  sick.  It  is  a  remarkable  sight  to  witness  the  action 
of  the  snn's  rays  npon  a  sea  of  sand  ;  the  panoramic  magic  of 
the  lantern  falls  into  pitifol  insignificance  when  compared  to  the 
mirage  of  the  Egyptian  desert. 

Thirteen  stages  had  ended,  when  a  shont  from  the  leading 
carriage  announced  the  appearance  of  Cairo  in  the  distance,  and 
another  shont  as  we  tnmed  the  bend  discoyered  to  ns  at  the 
kft  of  the  city  the  wonder  of  the  world — the  pyramids  of  Egypt. 
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Soepherd's  Hotel.  I  belieye,  is  the  only  decent  one  fai  Ouro 
— ^where  you  have  to  pay  New  York  pnces  for  OregOQ  odmfoitB. 
The  proprietor  has  been  catering  for  the  trayeliiig  poMic  aouie 
fifteen  years,  bat  his  ideas  of  ll?ing  do  not  seem  to  {wofit  bj  the 
experience. 

The  boose  was  crowded — many  of  our  Indian  passengen  who 
were  in  the  last  carriage  ha?e  been  shut  oat,  and  had  to  make 
the  most  of  the  Oriental,  where  they  sleep,  and  pay  for  food — 
which  they  come  over  and  take  with  as.  After  getting  once 
over  the  desert  they  object  to  being  starred  in  a  popoloos  dty. 
Lord  Dalhoosie  and  Lady  Sasan  Ramsay  got  in  before  ns ;  and 
as  the  Goveruor  Qeneral  is  the  gaest  of  Said  Pasha  while  pas- 
sing through  Egypt,  his  Excellency  engaged  eight  rooms  for  him 
at  Shepherd's,  and  the  state  carriage,  with  pompoos  enort^ 
awaits  the  orders  of  the  late  head  of  the  Indian  empire. 

On  reference  to  the  register,  I  find  the  flags  of  the  respcetiye 
boats  np  the  Nile  this  season.  Americans,  German,  English 
and  French  have  made  op  their  parties,  and  hare  noted  down 
their  toors — either  to  the  first  or  second  cataract  •  Tb»  boat*s 
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flag,  as  well  as  the  natioDal  one,  is  osnallj  painted  in  the  book 
oyer  the  names  of  the  party,  for  the  benefit  of  their  friends.  I 
am  told  that  there  are  more  Americans  np  the  Nile  this  season 
than  any  other  nation.  Yesterday  I  tramped  through  the  city, 
oar  dragoman  taking  as  into  cathedrals  and  mosqnes,  through 
narrow  paths,  for  there  are  no  streets  in  the  East,  into  dirty 
bazaars,  and  down  deep  into  the  wretchedness  of  Oriental  life. 
SeTeral  times  we  passed  fnnerals  and  marriages,  both  of  which 
are  clownish,  langhable,  absord,  masic  that  hath  no  sweetness, 
wedding  garments  as  nnclean  as  those  who  wear  them,  long 
prooeflsions,  all  mean  and  meaningless.  Really,  an  Egyptian 
marriage  appears  the  very  acme  of  all  shams,  and  the  fnneral  is 
no  better  ;  while  the  drcamcising  the  children  seems  the  most 
ndicnloDS  of  alL  I  saw  one  boy  perched  upon  an  Arab  horse, 
done  op  in  tinselled  robes,  with  crown  and  bells,  followed  by 
a  train  of  aboat  fifty  of  his  circumcised  and  circumcising  friends 
and  &mfly.  No  romances  would  ever  be  written  in  Egypt 
after  the  writers  had  lived  a  short  time  in  its  capital  The 
Orient  sounds  magnificently,  it  is  a  mellifluous  word,  done  up  in 
imaginatiTe  grandeur,  but  one  day  will  answer  for  Cairo. 

Some  of  the  mosques  must  have  cost  millions  of  money  ;  that 
known  as  the  Citadel,  or  the  tomb  of  Mehemet  Ali,  is  consid- 
ered the  grandest  in  the  East ;  it  is  in  reality  a  wonderful  struo- 
fare,  boilt  of  marble,  granite,  and  freestone,  and  much  of  its 
ornamental  marble  work  has  been  imported  from  France.  Be- 
fore entering  we  had  to  take  off  our  boots,  and  encase  our  feet 
in  slippers,  in  accordance  with  Eastern  etiquette.  The  same 
egotism  that  stimulated  the  early  Egyptians,  thousands  of  years 
ago,  to  mark  the  burial  places  of  their  kings  by  tombstones 
more  wonderful  that  anything  in  history,  has  been  handed  down 
tbrongfa  80  many  generations  to  the  sons  of  the  founder  of  the 
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present  dynasty,  as  may  be  eyinced  by  the  tomb  of  Mehemet 
Ali.  Just  in  the  rear  of  this  costly  temple  yoa  are  ahown  the 
tomb  of  the  Mamelakes,  to  whom  this  same  monarch  proTed 
himself  the  king  of  modern  assasans.  The  story  is  an  old  one. 
The  king  and  the  Mamelnkes  were  deadly  enemies,  each  tiying  to 
extinguish  the  other.  At  last  an  armistice  and  a  treaiy  were 
conclnded.  Mehcmet's  son  was  about  to  leave  the  capital,  and 
a  splendid  banquet  was  given  by  the  father  on  the  Ist  March, 
1811,  as  a  token  of  good  will  to  the  Mamelukes.  The  flower 
of  their  order  were  present.  The  banqnet  over,  they  mounted 
their  beantiful  horses,  the  best  Arabs  in  the  land,  to  take  their 
departure,  having  pledged  their  last  pipe  of  friendship,  but  the 
gates  were  cbsed,  and  quietly  and  mysteriously  their  enterUUn- 
ers  had  left  the  banquet.  Treachery  flashed  across  their  mind, 
and  yet  they  could  hardly  credit  it ;  then  came  a  burst  of  mus- 
ketry, thinning  out  their  ranks  ;  at  once  they  saw  the  deep  laid 
trap :  the  Egyptian  chief  had  stooped  to  become  an  A«gft«in, 
his  excuse  that  of  the  modern  Napoleon  for  the  coup  tP  itai-— 
"  Had  I  not  been  first,  they  wonld  have  murdered  me.''  What 
could  the  Mamelukes  do  ?  Their  bravery  was  of  no  account ; 
their  enemy  was  behind  stone  walls,  pouring  down  a  continual 
shower  of  bnllets.  Out  of  some  five  hundred  of  the  bravest  of 
the  brave — soldiers  who  won  the  admuration  of  Napoleon,  only 
one  escaped.  Ibrahim  Bey,  the  chief,  and  his  faithful  band, 
lay  weltering  in  a  pond  of  blood.  The  same  slaughter  was  gomg 
on  ontside,  wherever  a  Mameluke  could  be  found.  Some  twelve 
hundred  or  more  were  slain,  which  broke  the  power  of  that 
brave  order  forever.  One  only  was  saved  of  those  who  attoid- 
ed  the  banquet.  Emin  Bey,  seeing  death  awuted  him  in  the 
citadel,  plunged  off  the  precipice,  a  fearful  leap.  Putnam's  death 
ride  down  the  church  steps  was  wonderful,  but  the  Mameluke^ 
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boimd  Btandfl  first  among  bold  deeds.  His  horse  was  killed, 
bat  the  soldier  escaped  without  injnrj.  In  the  afternoon  I  tisi- 
ted  some  of  the  Pasha's  palaces,  some  of  which  are  chastely 
famished  ;  bat  yon  most  cross  the  threshold  before  joa  can  ad- 
mire, f(Hr  outwardly  they  are  shabby  enough,  like  a  beautiful 
inmate  of  the  harem  clothed  in  the  tattered,  filthy  garments  of 
Egypt  I  shall  hurry  oyer  Alexandria,  and  hasten  out  of  Egypt, 
f(Hr  I  am  sick  of  the  nauseating  filth  that  meets  you  at  every 
torn.  Slares  of  hereditary  customs  and  ancient  prejudices,  mar- 
rying the  moment  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  puberty,  acknowl- 
edging polygamy  and  possessing  such  unprecedented  facilities 
for  divorce,  knowing  no  such  word  as  independence,  bowing  and 
prostrating- themselves  under  the  bastinado,  the  women  hiding 
their  sore-eyed  ugliness  under  the  same  kind  of  veil  as  that 
worn  by  Rebecca,  and  the  men  still  wearing  the  garments 
of  many  colors,  like  that  which  Joseph  wore  ;  without  the  ex- 
traordinary industry  of  the  Chinese,  the  bravery  of  the  Malay  ; 
the  grace,  the  beauty  and  ingenuity  of  the  native  of  Hindostan  ; 
vmd  of  all  manliness  or  nobility  of  purpose,  wallowing  in  their 
sloth  and  their  debasing  sensuality,  under  the  decimating  scourge 
of  the  conscription,  ground  down  by  relentless,  agonizing  tyran- 
ny, the  Egyptians  of  to-day,  unworthy  of  their  ancestral  honors, 
live  on,  regardless  of  others  fiftte  or  of  their  own — ^without  the 
vital  spark  of  active  labor,  of  religious  fireedom  or  of  civil  lib- 
erty. Plague,  pestilence  and  famine  may  consume  them,  war 
and  revolution  destroy  their  habitations,  without  stimulating 
them  to  more  energetic  or  more  ambitious  measures.  Standing 
on  a  precipice,  stoopmg  to  the  bowstring,  with  death  staring 
them  in  the  face,  the  everlasting  AZ^  AmM  (Ood  great)  of 
the  Arab  is  all  the  consolation  he  requires. 
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To-day  and  to-morrow  I  shall  hasten  o?er  AlezBndria,  for 
afterwards  I  am  booked  for  Jerusalem. 

Murray  appears  to  be  the  Bradshaw  of  Egypt,  as  well  as  of 
Europe  and  Asia  Minor.  Take  Morray  with  you,  and  your 
dragomoD,  aud  if  yon  are  industrious,  and  not  too  sentimental, 
you  may  do  up  Alexandria  in  a  day.  Pompey's  pillar,  Cleo- 
patra's needle — there  is  bat  one  remaining,  and  the  catacombs ; 
these  three  are  the  living  links  that  land  one  with  the  dead. 
Their  immensity,  their  grandeur,  their  prood  antiqaity  make 
them  the  signal  stations  between  the  era  of  the  pyramids  and  oor 
own  time.  The  two  thousand  years  haTe  again  oome  ronnd — 
the  age  that  has  twice  given  birth  to  the  mastodonic  beacons 
that  distinguished  the  two  great  eras  that  have  lived  and  died  ; 
but  what  is  there  now  to  mark  the  third  7  Two  thousand  yeais 
hence  the  children  of  Egypt  will  expect  some  towering  mono- 
ment  to  mark  the  third  great  epoch  of  their  coontry's  history. 
What  shall  be  the  memory  that  biuds  the  present  period  with 
the  Pillar  and  the  Needle,  to  the  Pyramids  and  the  Sphinx  f  Shall 
it  not  be  the  railway,  the  steamboat,  the  telegraph,  bringing 
about  the  moral  and  the  physical  change  that  everywhere  fol- 
lows the  footsteps  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  7  No  better  fame 
can  rest  upon  the  Pasha's  reign ;  no  fitter  mantle  can  fall 
npon  the  tombstone  of  the  present  dynasty  than  the  intro- 
duction of  the  arts  and  sciences  of  civilized  man.  Bat  I  fear 
that  Said  Pasha  has  not  the  ability  nor  the  nerve  to  make  the 
moral  change,  unless  sparred  on  by  the  energy  of  the  American, 
the  capital  of  England,  or  the  sword  of  France.  Inheritmg  all 
the  tyranny  and  despotism  of  his  father,  without  any  of  his  mili- 
tary genius  ;  wishing  to  be  thought  a  great  militaiy  tactician, 
but  possessing  neither  brains  nor  bravery  for  the  sdenoe  of  war ; 
spreading  gloom  and  misery,  and  discontent  throughout  every 
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mod  cabin  in  his  kingdom,  even  carryiog  the  harassing  torture 
of  the  conscription  into  the  Soadan,  where  his  possessions  are 
six  times  the  size  of  France,  that  he  may  raise  the  army  from 
8,000  to  40,000  men  ;  speaking  English  and  French,  and  keep- 
ing throaghly  posted  in  the  political  changes  of  Europe  ;  jealous 
of  the  Consuls  who  rule  him  with  a  rod  of  iron ;  cunningly 
trying  to  strengthen  his  position  by  pitting  France  against  the 
encroachiiig  power  of  England,  and  America  against  them  both  ; 
professing  peace  to  all  mankind  and  friendship  for  the  Sultan  of 
Btambonl,  yet  all  the  while  increasing,  drilling  and  equipping  a 
powerful  army,  Said  Pacha  continues  to  baffle  those  about  him 
with  an  ingenuity  and  success  worthy  of  a  better  reputation  than 
he  enjoys^  managing  always  to  bury  his  future  plans  in  an  im* 
penetrable  mystery — ^remembering  how  insinuatingly  Nicholas 
flong  Egypt  at  the  head  of  Aberdeen,  and  how  disgusted 
Mebemet  Ali  was  with  the  interference  of  England,  France,  and 
Boflsia  in  1821,  when  those  three  Powers  in  the  battle  of  Naya- 
rino  stopped  the  former  king  from  riding  oyer  Greece  and  walk- 
ing into  Constantinople^who  knows  that  the  present  sovereign 
may  not  loose  his  empire  by  foolishly  following  his  father's  fruit- 
ks  schemes. 

Who  would  hare  thought  of  finding  twenty  thousand  Euro- 
peans, one-fifth  of  the  population,  in  this  fine  old  ''  Macedonian 
docked  shaped  Alexandria,"  while  at  Cairo,  with  a  population 
of  350,000,  there  are  but  five  thousand  foreigners  ?  I  am 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  this  ancient  school  of  arts  and  sciences, 
the  great  entrepot  of  Eastern  commerce — flooded  with  Grecian 
merchants  before  it  became  ^gyptianized,  so  animated  with 
modem  life.  Alexandria  with  its  wonderful  manuscript  library 
of  a  million  Tolumes,  any  one  of  which,  had  it  been  saved  from 
the  burning  pile,  or  the  ruthless  destruction  of  the  plundering 
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Arabs,  might  have  told  as  the  whole  history  of  the  pyranudi; 
and  saved  distiuguished  antiqaories  and  saTans  much  udai 
labor  in  floundering  over  hieroglyphics  that  hare  baffled  then, 
and  will  continue  so  to  do  for  centuries,  no  matter  how  learned 
some  of  their  de<Mpherings  may  appear — with  its  famous  Ptole 
mic  museum  and  its  remarkable  structures,  one  of  which  is  beat 
with  age  and  ill  usage,  while  the  other  is  still  apparently  as  fnA 
as  when  erected,  the  delicate  playthings  of  the  Toluptoous  Cleo- 
patra, the  wondrous  piece  of  spiral  granite,  how  raised  no  mta 
can  tell — giving  Pompey  the  credit  which  belongs  to  DiodetiaD ; 
Alexandria  with  its  gigantic  tombs,  where  kings  and  emperon; 
conquered  and  conquering,  slept  their  long  sleep,  while  die 
storm  and  tempest  of  war  throughout  their  wide  possessioBi, 
swooping  like  a  whirlwind  over  the  land,  met  the  storm  and 
toui(H^t  of  the  groat  Levantine  Sea,  that  washed  the  grave- 
stones of  the  princely  dead,  composing  an  eternal  requiem  amidst 
tho  breakers  and  the  winds,  leaving  an  echo  that  shall  last  the 
life  of  history  !  Alexandria,  with  its  interesting  associations, 
was  among  the  ancient  cities  whose  history  most  impressed  me 
when  at  si^hool.  With  the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire  her  com- 
moroo  drooj^od  as  tho  choked  canal,  and  the  reduced  popnlatioD, 
aro  willing  to  attest.  One  branch  after  another  was  lopped  off, 
till  Gama*s  discovery  made  the  Southern  Cape  the  toll  gate  of 
tho  Indian  nice.  When  the  proud  relic  of  the  great  Alexander, 
who  conquered  l^ucophalus,  before  he  conquered  worlds,  and 
shod  tears  when  there  were  no  more  worlds  to  play  with,  Alex- 
aniiria,  the  seat  of  Christianity,  the  great  outlet  of  Indian  and 
£jr}*ptian  trade  was  only  known  for  its  ancient  renown.  Althoqgfa 
tho  canal  to  Suez  would  shorten  the  route  from  the  LeTont  to  lo- 
dia  some  8,000  miles,  and  would  bring  New  York  8,000  mDei 
nearer  to  China ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  recent  diacanon  of 
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the  enterprise  in  England,  I  donbt  if  the  undertaking  will  ever  be 
accomplished.  The  excarating  and  the  grading  wonld  not  be 
difficulty  and  as  tiie  Red  Sea  is  some  thirty  feet  higher  than  the 
Mediterranean,  the  surplus  water  of  the  Nile  would  be  useful  in 
irrigating  the  Desert.  Yet  the  project  would  never  succeed 
without  Western  capital,  and  'tis  not  likely  that  England  will 
fomish  tiie  means  to  open  a  highway  for  all  nations  to  her  Indian 
IKMsessions.  Besides,  from  what  I  saw  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Bed  Sea  in  steaming  through  the  Nubia  I  should  think  it  very 
dangerous  to  sailing  vessels,  and  a  canal  exclusively  for  steam- 
ers wonld  be  expensive.  Another  thing  :  Two  years  hence  a 
railroad  will  be  completed  between  Cairo  and  Suez,  and  before 
the  canal  could  be  finished,  Stephenson,  if  he  lives,  will  have  the 
**  world's  highway/'  as  he  terms  it,  opened  from  England  to  In- 
dia in  twelve  days,  while  O'Shaughnessy  is  negotiating  for  a 
telegraphic  station  among  the  ruins  of  Nineveh. 

Alexandria,  with  its  harbor  where  Nelson  so  skillfully  worked 
his  fleet  in  spite  of  pilots  or  of  buoys,  before  the  battle  of  the 
I^ile,  as  soon  as  a  first  class  railway  is  in  operation  across  the 
Desert,  will  commence  a  new  era  in  her  history.  Commerce 
will  again  flow  into  her  warehouses,  and  she  will  prove  herself 
worthy  of  her  past  glory.  Already  you  see  the  stimulant  which 
the  Indian  traffic  has  given  to  her  trade.  Buildings  are  shoot- 
ing up,  streets  are  being  widened,  real  estate  is  advancing. 
Egyptian  exports  will  be  brought  to  the  seaport  market ;  the 
cotton  and  the  indigo  which  Mehemet  Ali  introduced  will  increase 
if  his  egotistical  successor  does  not  impress  all  the  husbandmen, 
in  his  short  sighted  policy  to  enlarge  his  army.  Imports  and 
exports  will  enliven  exchanges,  and  Alexandria,  like  the  fabled 
bird,  will  rise  again  into  a  flourishing  commercial  city. 

The  hotels  are  overflowing  with  the  outgoing  and  the  incom- 
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Arabs,  might  hare  told  us  tlie  whole  hotorj  of  the  pyrmmidi; 
and  aared  distiiignUhed  aotiqoaries  and  MTaoa  modi  oadea 
labor  in  floundering  OTer  hierogijphia  that  have  baffled  theoi, 
and  will  continue  so  to  do  for  oentnriei;  do  matter  how  teamed 
some  of  their  decipherings  maj  ^)pear — ^with  its  fiunoas  Ptole- 
mic  moseom  and  its  remarkable  stmetoreB,  one  of  which  m  bent 
with  age  and  ill  osage,  while  the  other  is  still  apparentlj  as  frerii 
as  when  erected,  the  delicate  playthings  of  the  volnptnoos  Cleo* 
patra,  the  wondroos  piece  of  spiral  granite,  how  raised  no  man 
can  tell — giving  Pompej  the  credit  which  belongs  to  Diocletian ; 
Alexandria  with  its  gigantic  tombs,  where  kings  and  emperon, 
conqoered  and  conqnering,   slept  their  long  sleep,  whOe  the 
storm  and  tempest  of  war  throoghont  their  wide  poflocasions, 
sweeping  like  a  whirlwind  over  the  land,  met  the  storm  and 
tempest  of  the  great  Levantine  Sea,  that  washed  the  grmwe- 
stones  of  the  princely  dead,  composing  an  eternal  reqoiem  anudst 
the  breukers  and  the  winds,  leaving  an  echo  that  shall  last  the 
life  of  history  !     Alexandria,  with  its  interesting  associations, 
was  among  the  ancient  cities  whose  history  most  impressed  me 
when  at  school.     With   the  fall  of  the  Roman  empire  her  com- 
merce droo{)ed  as  the  choked  canal,  and  the  reduced  popolation, 
are  willing  to  attest.     One  branch  after  another  was  lopped  off, 
till  Gama*s  discovery  made  the  Sonthem  Cape  the  toll  gate  of 
the  Indian  race.     When  the  proud  relic  of  the  great  Alexander, 
who  conquered  Bucephalus,  before  he  conquered  worlds,  and 
shed  tears  when  there  were  no  more  worlds  to  plaj  with,  Alex- 
andria, the  seat  of  Christianity,  the  g^at  outlet  of  Indian  and 
Egyptian  trade  was  only  known  for  its  ancient  renown.  Althoogh 
the  canal  to  Suez  would  shorten  the  route  from  the  LieTflnt  to  In- 
dia some  8,000  miles,  and  would  bring  New  York  8,000  miles 
nearer  to  China  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  recent  discnssioD  of 
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the  enterprise  in  England,  I  doubt  if  the  undertaking  will  ever  be 
accomplished.  The  excarating  and  the  grading  wonld  not  be 
difficulty  and  as  tiie  Red  Sea  is  some  thirty  feet  higher  than  the 
Mediterranean,  the  surplus  water  of  the  Nile  would  be  useful  in 
irrigating  the  Desert.  Yet  the  project  wonld  never  succeed 
without  Western  capital,  and  'tis  not  likely  that  England  will 
iamish  the  means  to  open  a  highway  for  all  nations  to  her  Indian 
poaseasions.  Besides,  from  what  I  saw  of  the  nayigation  of  the 
Red  Sea  in  steaming  through  the  Nubia  I  should  think  it  yery 
dangerous  to  sailing  yesseU,  and  a  canal  exdusiyely  for  steam- 
ers wonld  be  ezpensiye.  Another  thing  :  Two  years  hence  a 
railroad  will  be  completed  between  Cairo  and  Suez,  and  before 
the  canal  could  be  finished,  Stephenson,  if  he  lives,  will  have  the 
**  world's  highway,''  as  he  terms  it,  opened  from  England  to  In- 
dia in  twelve  days,  while  O'Shaughnessy  is  negotiating  for  a 
tdegraphic  station  among  the  ruins  of  Nineveh. 

Alexandria,  with  its  harbor  where  Nelson  so  skillfully  worked 
his  fleet  in  spite  of  pilots  or  of  buoys,  before  the  battle  of  the 
Nfle,  as  soon  as  a  first  class  railway  is  in  operation  across  the 
Desert^  will  commence  a  new  era  in  her  history.  Commerce 
will  again  flow  into  her  warehouses,  and  she  will  prove  herself 
worthy  of  her  past  glory.  Already  you  see  the  stimulant  which 
the  Indian  traffic  has  given  to  her  trade.  Buildings  are  shoot- 
ing up,  streets  are  being  widened,  real  estate  is  advancing. 
Egyptian  exports  will  be  brought  to  the  seaport  market ;  the 
cotton  and  the  indigo  which  Mehemet  Ali  introduced  will  increase 
if  his  egotistical  successor  does  not  impress  all  the  husbandmen, 
in  his  short  sighted  policy  to  enlarge  his  army.  Imports  and 
exports  will  enliven  exchanges,  and  Alexandria,  like  the  fabled 
bird,  will  rise  again  into  a  flourishing  conmiercial  city. 

The  hotels  are  overflowing  with  the  outgoing  and  the  incom- 
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ing  passengers.  Four  steamers  arrived  yesterduy.  The  NnUa's 
passengers  will  have  to  wait  some  days,  for  the  Bombay  mail 
has  not  arrived  at  Saez,  and  the  Marseilles  and  the  Soathamp- 
ton  boats  can't  move  their  paddles  till  the  Indian  and  China 
passengers  all  concentrate  at  Alexandria.  I  am  at  the  Hotd 
d'Europe.  When  jon  come  this  way  I  recommend  it ;  they  will 
treat  yon  well.  The  Peninsalar  and  Oriental,  and  the  Yictoria 
are  also  well  patronized ;  in  fact,  jost  now  cTerything  is  fblL 
There  are  no  American  hooses,  and  no  Americans,  sare  De  Leon 
of  Carolina,  onr  Consul  General  here,  in  Cairo.  He  is  popu- 
lar at  the  Palace,  and  makes  friends  among  the  Enropean  settlers. 
I  wish  all  onr  foreign  representatives  were  as  well  appointed. 

The  consecration  of  the  Oreek  Cathedral  to-day  was  a  mag- 
nificent exhibition.  The  beaatifnl  Palace  Church  was  crowded, 
the  hall,  with  Greek  Christians  and  many  strangers,  while  the 
galleries  were  ornamented  with  Grecian  ladies,  whose  fair  fonm 
and  graceful  figures  attracted  from  the  foreigners  moch  more 
notice  than  the  cumbersome  service  of  consecraton.  The  troops 
of  flower  girls,  choirs  of  singing  bovs,  dozens  of  gaily  garmented 
priests,  a  church  possessing  much  architectural  beaaty,  the  front 
of  which,  near  the  cross,  being  covered  with  paintings  of  Christ 
and  the  Apostles,  were  among  the  chief  attractions  of  the  enter- 
tainment. But  what  was  of  most  interest  were  several  of  the 
spiral  columns  being  pointed  to  me  as  belonging  to  the  old  Alex- 
andrian library.  In  the  rear  of  the  church,  I  saw  where  tb^ 
had  been  excavating.  Already  many  ancient  relics  have  been 
discovered.  I  saw  two  or  three  more  (Hilars  jnst  breaking  into 
the  light  of  day  after  a  sleep  of  twenty  centuries,  still  as  perfect 
as  when  they  first  felt  the  chisel. 

The  battle  field  of  Aboukir  is  too  far  from  the  city  for  me  to 
see  the  stone  that  marks  the  grave  of  Abercrombj,  bot  onr 
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steamer  will,  to  morrow,  pass  within  range  of  Nelson's  victory 
at  the  battle  of  the  Nile,  where  young  Casibianca  perished  in 
the  flames  of  the  flag  ship  rather  than  leave  his  post  before  the 
order  of  the  Admiral,  who  lay  faint  in  death  below.  Mrs. 
Howard,  has  immortalized  the  noble  action  of  the  yoathful  offi- 
cer. 

The  city  seraglio  of  the  Pasha  is  as  dirty  and  aninviting  oat- 
ride  is  the  Custom  Hoose  at  Dublin  ;  bat  yon  are  obliged  to 
take  off  yoar  shoes  before  yon  can  cross  the  inlaid  palace  floor. 
These  palaces  are  emblematic  of  an  Egyptian  dynasty — they 
last  a  monarches  reign.  There  is  nothing  substantial  aboat  them. 
The  ornaments  are  chaste  and  costly  ;  the  inlaid  floor  of  pearl 
and  ebony  and  rosewood  and  cedar  are  very  beantifol ;  the 
polish  dazzles  you  ;  the  silver  frame  bed  attracts  you ;  the  mar^ 
ble,  so  beautifully  veined  and  variegated,  both  please  you  ;  the 
oriental  appearance  of  all,  however,  gives  it  the  chief  attraction. 
In  accordance  with  Egyptian  custom,  Said  Pasha,  will  take  an 
extra  cap  of  coffee  some  fine  morning,  and  Egypt  will  have  an- 
other sovereign.  Mehemet  Ali,  however,  who  rose  from  farmer 
to  merchant,  firom  merchant  to  soldier,  Arom  soldier  to  gen- 
eraly  and  from  general  to  king,  born  the  same  year  that  gave 
birth  to  his  illustrious  compeers,  Wellington  and  Napoleon  like 
the  former  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age.  His  eldest  son,  Ibrahun 
Pasha,  did  not  survive  him,  and  Abas  Pasha,  who  made  him- 
self notorious  by  keeping  a  harem  of  boys,  was  assassinated  by 
two  of  them,  who  had  become  jealous  of  his  favors.  But  Said 
Pasha  stQl  lives,  but  his  people  hate  him  more  than  ever  ;  for 
his  love  for  a  standing  army  makes  his  name  a  demon  in  every 
CEimily  injured  by  his  press  gangs. 


OHAPTEB   XXXI. 

Alkxandbia,  April  6, 18M. 
Said  Pa8ha*8  ImproTements — Railway  Prog^reM  in  Egypt-— Doiik«j  Boyi 
at  the  Pyramids — ^A  Look  at  the  Great  Wondera. 

Said  Pasha  deserved  much  credit  for  building  so  good  a  raQ- 
way,  and  for  iDtroduciDg  carriages  more  comfortable  than  joa 
generally  find ;  but  his  transit  arrangements  aro  disgracefnl. 
There  seems  to  be  no  head  nor  tail  to  anything.  At  Cairo,  ia 
the  able  hands  of  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Butts,  an  EInglishmaiiy 
the  baggage  of  the  overland  is  received  and  dei^tched  with 
more  system ;  but  even  there  my  trunks  all  went  wrong,  al- 
though the  labels  were  distinctly  printed.  Each  camel  acrofls 
the  desert  brings  about  six  or  seven  trunks,  and  with  a  caravan 
of  three  or  four  hundred  camels,  there  needs  must  be  more  or 
less  confusion.  The  baggage  train  came  through  yesterday, 
and  I  am  glad  enough  to  find  my  packages,  which  should  have 
been  at  Cairo.  We  make  but  one  change  between  the  two 
cities,  and  that  is  where  we  cross  the  Nile  in  an  English  steamer, 
which  came  very  near  sinking  by  overloading  her.  The  chang- 
ing of  the  freight  into  the  boat,  and  from  the  boat  into  the  can 
on  the  opposite  side,  would  make  a  hermit  groan  with  laoghter. 
Every  movement  shoves  the  cart  before  the  horse.  Four  or  fire 
strapping  full  grown  Arabs  are  to  be  seen  niging  and  whipfMng 
on  a  dozen  little  ragged  boys,  who  tug  away  at  the  cotton  bales 
with  aU  their  strength,  the  men  taking  no  share  of  the  labor. 
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While  this  farce  was  being  enacted,  the  head  Shiek  came  oat, 
and  one  of  the  largest  of  the  men  was  seized  by  the  other  four 
and  thrown  down  on  hiB  face,  while  the  Shiek  gave  him  a  tre- 
mendoQS  beating  with  his  cane  across  his  back.  When  the  man 
got  np  he  assisted  in  bastinadoing  the  rest  of  his  companions, 
who  had  jost  been  whipping  him.  Afterwards  they  all  went 
lazQj  to  work  till  the  old  man  got  ont  of  sight,  when  they  went 
to  beating  the  boys  as  before.  I  never  saw  a  more  dirty,  shiftless 
■ei  of  able  bodied  men.  We  were  detained  nearly  two  hours 
to  allow  Said  Pasha  to  get  away  in  his  despatch  carriage.  Ban- 
nera  were  flying,  guns  roaring  and  regiments  marching  all  the 
while,  to  the  martial  airs  of  Arab  musicians.  During  this  gay 
pageant  there  were  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  our  Indian 
party  shiyering  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  consigning  in  our  mis- 
ery the  Pasha  and  his  satellites  to  any  place  but  Alexandria. 
We  count  distance  in  this  country  by  hours  ;  before  the  railway, 
with  camel  or  donkey,  it  was  three  miles  to  the  hour.  Now,  if 
yon  ask  how  far  it  is  to  Cairo,  you  are  told  eight  hours. 

The  rail  is  laid  down  through  the  allavial  soil  that  borders 
on  the  Delta,  and  the  road  required  but  little  grading.  The 
whole  enterprise  is  the  private  property  of  the  Pasha.  In  fact, 
ever  since  that  startling  edict  of  Mehemet  Ali,  that  all  Egyp- 
tian property  belonged  to  the  government — ergo,  himself — 
every  enterprise,  every  undertaking,  every  improvement  in  the 
kii^om  belongs  exclusively  to  the  reigning  dynasty.  The 
strange  doctrine  of  the  peasant  Prince  aroused  even  the  sleepy 
natnre  of  the  Arabs,  but  only  to  feel  more  severely  the  grinding 
heel  of  the  despot.  The  camels  and  the  donkeys  on  our  route 
have  become  accustomed  to  the  locomotive ;  but  occasionally 
those  from  far  inland  sheer  off  at  a  tearing  pace  over  ditches 
and  tbrongfa  g^n  fields,  much  to  the  diBgoBi  ot  ^^\t  dj\i^^ 
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who  has  '.orti  ill  irontmi  ^ver  his  ftieixsoied  bmtn.  After  ov 
•ieoamire  from  :he  :hie!  Oriental  cit7.  onr  ride  was  diTerBilM 
Tiin  I'jrenuu  :nit  Tees  lud  Oriental  gnin  piaatadons  aad  oofe- 
jon  pianu.  zrowing  Laxnraatlv  in  the  block  loamy  soO.  The 
3Darrow3  wers  la  :hick  li  locnsia,  and  the  road  was  filled  with 
caraTfins  of  'TOizntTT  Araoa.  zoixur  from  and  to  the  fiur.  which 
takr^s  place  once  a  jear.  This  season  there  were  aboat  300,000 
present.  We  passed  the  zroonds.  covered  with  tents  and  cam- 
eis  aod  iiorses,  where  the  Cairo  dandng  girls  delight  the  Toatiu 
of  the  '^onnay  by  :he  •ilsensting  exposore  of  their  forms,  sad 
the  revoiting'  movements  of  the  Almeh,  where  the  Bedoain  finis 
a  market  for  iiiis  horse,  the  Arab  bargains  with  the  Lerantine 
merchant  for  his  grain,  the  planter  barters  his  cotton  and  his 
indigo  with  the  G-reek,  who  so  weQ  nnderstands  the  tricks  of 
tnuie,  for  when  Greek  meets  Greek,  the  Arab  then  gets  sqoeezed, 
where,  in  spite  of  firmans  from  Stambonl,  the  Tork  knocks  down 
to  the  highest  bidder  his  pretty  women  and  his  ngly  men ; 
where  honesty  is  bought  and  sold,  for  honor  and  integrity  are 
strange  soonding  words  in  Egypt.  As  yon  get  further  into  the 
coantry,  the  villages  and  cities  become  more  and  more  like  the 
mad  dwellings  of  aboriginal  races.  The  wretchedness  of  Cairo 
most  be  Inxnrious  beside  the  sqnallid  filth  of  the  coantry  town. 
The  rat  trap  tenements  of  the  city  are  palaces  compared  to 
the  V^eayer  huts  oaLside,  plastered  over  with  cow  dong,  which 
they  dry  and  ase  for  fuel,  like  the  Argols  of  the  Nomadic  tribes 
of  Northern  China.  Save  a  view  of  Pompey's  pillar,  there  is 
nothing  imposing  in  the  iuland  approaches  to  Alexandria.  At 
one  place  we  saw  about  a  thousand  wretched  objects  mendiug 
a  break  in  the  embankment,  but  they  had  no  shovel,  no  spade, 
no  barrow,  no  implements  whatever.  Half  naked  they  stood  la 
long  rows  along  the  ditch,  passing  a  handfol  of  mod  one  to  the 
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otfaer,  like  hnAa  oat  of  tiie  hold  of  a  ship.  The  sight  was 
pitifoly  degrading.  The  Shoobrej  Oardens  are  the  most  attrao> 
tife^eoTeriiiga  Iargeq)aceof  gronud,  aod  beaatified  by  all  kinds 
d  Oriental  flowers,  trees  and  plants,  which  are  arranged  with 
more  than  nsoal  regard  to  symmetrj ;  fountains  and  grottoe 
are  interspersed  thronghont  the  extensive  paths  aod  winding 
walks^  through  orange  groves  and  fig  trees,  the  lemon,  the  apri- 
cot, the  date  and  the  pomegranate ;  a  beantifnl  green  foliage 
shades  the  beach  stone  avenues,  and  a  delicious  perfume  delights 
one  with  the  artificial  nature,  in  most  agreeable  contrast  to  the 
perfame  that  arises  from  the  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  city.  The 
palace  grounds  are  more  extensive  than  the  palace  ;  the  build- 
ing is  but  one  story,  of  square  proportions,  surrounding  a  lake, 
with  fountains  in  the  centre.  There  are  but  four  rooms,  one  in 
each  comer — a  billiard  room,  a  dining  room,  a  bedroom,  aod  a 
drawing  room.  This  is  the  &vorite  palace  of  the  Pasha,  where 
he  comes  to  ^rt  witii  tiie  fair  inmates  of  the  harem.  Then  no 
visiter  or  native,  save  the  huge  coarse  form  of  the  mutilated 
Nubian,  is  permitted  to  enter  the  sacred  precincts ;  then  the 
garden  gates  are  closed  to  all  but  wives,  and  Circassian  and 
Georgian  concubines,  the  voluptuous  Pasha,  the  impotent,  beast- 
ly eonnch,  who  can  only  live  to  curse  the  demon  who  deprived 
him  of  bis  nature ! 

I  reserve  for  the  last  the  first  of  Egyptian  wonders — ^the 
Pyrandds.  Besieged  by  donkey  boys,  whose  infernal  jargon 
stifl  haonts  my  sleep,  our  party  at  last  were  mounted,  and,  cross- 
ing the  Nile,  we  scampered  through  the  mud  walled  village  of 
Ghiaeh  to  the  colossal  pillar  of  ages,  dark  with  mystery.  Of 
coone  I  went  to  the  top  of  the  monster  tomb.  Of  course  I 
dived  down  into  the  cavern  chambers  in  its  base,  and  groped 
thmigh  its  dismal  passages.    Of  course  I  made  the  usual  com- 
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moQ  place  obsenrations  of  astoDishment,  working  myself  «p  to 
the  necessary  pitch  of  the  enthnoastic  trareler.  Of  ooarse  the 
Arab  guides  who  hand  yon  np  the  moontain  of  roA  deoumded 
"  backsheesh''  before  their  task  was  done,  and  yon  Tefbse^  at  the 
risk  of  meeting  with  violence.  Of  course  yon  select  the  duMcest 
language  in  describing  your  sensations  to  yoor  ooiapaoioiis; 
while  gazing  from  the  dizzy  height  upon  the  banren,  objectless 
desert,  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Delta,  the  sister  pyramids  of  Ghi- 
zeh  and  Sakara,  the  minarets,  the  mosques  of  old  Cairo,  the  first 
among  Arabian  cities,  and  you  express  suprise  to  find  Jenny 
Lind's  name  cut  among  the  thousands  scratched  iqion  the  sand- 
stone, and  think  you  would  like  to  have  heard  the  Nightingale 
sing  so  high  in  air  among  the  clouds. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  these  leviathan  tombstones  were 
erected  so  many  hundred  years  before  Sdomon  impoverished 
himself  in  building  the  Temple.  "  The  generations  of  forty  cen- 
turies" said  Napoleon  to  his  army,  "  are  locdung  down  upon  the 
battlefield,"  as  the  Mameluke  cavalry  scoured  the  desert ;  thus^ 
in  his  soul  stirring  proclamations  stimulating  his  &tigaed  sold- 
iers to  be  led  on  to  victory.  The  great  pyramid  was  completed 
2,123  years  before  our  present  era,  and  has  lived  through  the 
interesting  historical  changes  of  Egypt  For  nearly  four  thoo- 
sand  years  it  has  watched  the  breaking  up  of  dynasties,  age 
after  age,  outliving  the  oldest  of  its  kings — the  burial  of  Phil- 
lip, of  Alexander  and  of  Cleopatra — ^the  invasion  of  the  Roman 
army  under  Csesar,  of  the  Turkish  host  onder  Soltan  Sdim,  hi 
1517,  and  of  the  French  in  1798,  who  three  yean  alter  wen 
expelled  by  the  English — outliving  the  peasant  prince,  who 
founded,  in  1806,  the  present  dynasty — astonishing  all  who 
have  beheld  it  since  its  erection,  and  will  yet  stand  to  astonish 
nations'  yet  unborn.     The  base  of  the  pyramid  ooven  some 
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twelve  acres  of  land,  and  it  is  estiniated  that  it  coDfiomed 
85,000, (K)0  •  cabic  feet  of  stone  ;  bat  who  can  estimate  the 
laTish  waste  of  life  caused  by  the  yanity  of  man,  in  erecting  so 
stapendons  a  pile,  costing  years  of  labor  and  thousands  of  men, 
simplj  to  gratify  the  egotism  of  a  prince,  who  with  the  same  means 
might  have  made  portions  of  the  desert  blossom  as  the  rose  7 

The  American  Consolar  agent  at  Cairo  is  a  Greek,  who  speaks 
most  of  tiie  languages  of  the  Continent  These  sab-ConsolB 
receive  their  appointments  from  the  Consul  General  at  Alex- 
andria. 

To-morrow  I  shall  see  something  of  railway  traveling  in 
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I  RATE  b^a  to  Jenxsal<m,  and  hmTe  retorned  agmm,  dellgfatod 
aA/i  <L.«$rrut^  ;  delighted  whik  trmTding  in  the  haJlowed  aM^ 
ciatloru  of  bj^ooe  ages — diagmled  at  the  ntter  deaolatioo  of 
nature.  Mj  ride  waa  tediooi,  mj  lonch  bad,  my  hone  soce- 
foot^xl  and  sore-backed. 

There  ]&  no  each  thing  as  comfort  in  Syria,  and  yet,  so  hmg 
M  time  loHUi,  pilgrims  will  be  instructed  by  a  risit  to  the  Holy 
Laud.  In  forty  hours  oor  steamer,  the  Tancred,  reached  this 
ancient  port,  near  where  Zebedee  flooriahed  among  the  fishe^ 
men,  and  Paul  lodged  with  Simon  among  the  tanners ;  whefe 
Egyptian  commerce  was  cradled,  where  the  crossbow,  the  jaTelms 
and  tlic  arquebus  were  used  by  the  Cmsaders,  and  where  Napo- 
leon's enemies  find  material  for  their  abuse.  I  was  on  the  beach 
where  it  is  said  he  coolly  shot  down  the  prisoners  idio  snrren- 
dercd  on  condition  of  their  lives  being  spared,  shot  them  because 
he  had  no  food,  and  as  prisoners  they  must  starve  ;  and  I  also 
vlHited  the  Armenian  convent,  where  it  is  asserted  that  he  pois- 
oned his  wounded  soldiers,  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the 
enemy's  hands.    These  two  serious  charges  may  be  troe^  bat 
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frkmdlj  and  hostile  writers  differ.  The  fertility  that  winds 
itself  about  the  inland  side  of  Jaffiei  by  no  means  prepares  one 
for  the  barrenness  about  Jerosalem.  After  leaving  the  pictar- 
esqne  half  orange-shaped  site  of  the  quaint  old  town — after 
walking  your  horse  through  the  soft,  loamy  paths,  lined  on 
either  side  by  the  cactus  or  prickly  pear,  an  impenetrable  fence 
— after  the  odor  of  the  orange  and  the  lemon  trees  is  left  on  the 
shore,  and  the  luxuriant  groves  are  hidden  firom  the  view — after 
galloping  over  the  plains  before  you  get  to  Ramleh,  fertile  with 
the  wealthy  growth  of  Indian  com,  of  millet  and  of  Syrian  bar- 
ley— after  yon  have  ridden  through  the  valley  of  Sharon,  ad- 
miring the  butterfly  beauty  of  the  wild  poppy,  occasionally 
meeting  with  what,  I  suppose,  was  the  "  lilly  of  the  valley," 
but  looking  in  vain  to  find  the  "rose  of  Sharon''  there — after 
yon  have  wandered  about  the  old  stone  towers  of  Ramleh,  with 
its  Armenian  convent,  now  shut  to  all  but  Catholics,  and  par- 
taken of  the  cheese-paring  accommodation  of  the  Tri-Consular 
Hotel,  at  Astor  House  prices,  where  fleas  fatten  and  vermin 
gloat  npon  your  carcase — after  you  have  mounted  up  the  ancient 
tower,  where  Dr.  Robinson  became  so  enchanted  with  Syrian 
nature,  and  retraced  your  steps  to  resume  your  journey,  riding 
again  through  fertile  hills  and  valleys,  where  grain  fields  and  olive 
plantations  and  cactus  fences  form  the  chief  attraction ;  after 
these  are  past  and  the  garden  portion  of  your  journey  is  com- 
pleted, prepare  yourself  to  be  rudely  shocked  at  nature  void  of 
refinement,  at  scenery  whose  nudeness  and  dreary  features  startle 
yon  into  astonishment  The  pleasant  paths  of  the  morning  tow- 
ards evening  verge  into  one,  and  it  is  now  that  you  begin  to 
understand  what  it  is  to  make  a  tour  to  Jerusalem.  Coming 
from  among  some  of  the  Australian  ranges,  the  coast  of  China 
and  rock  of  Aden,  I  was  not  likely  to  be  amazed  at  the  strange 
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ai^)earaiK:e  of  the  coontry,  batremDy  I  nerer  bcfiore  mw  a 
tain  desert. 

For  miles  oar  foot  path,  for  it  wat  Bothini^  mora,  for  cai^ 
riages  coald  not  pass  through  those  raTines^  no  mora  than  a  dup 
among  the  Jaffa  breakers  ;  for  milea  oar  way  was  orer  hiDs  and 
deep  mountain  passes,  down  rogged  hetghta,  dangerooa  to  man 
mach  more  to  beast,  and  op  the  moantaufs  nde  again,  onlj  to 
find  it  worse  beyond ;  naoght  meets  yoor  eye  bat  rocka— rocks 
on  the  pUin  and  rocks  on  the  moontain,  and  ro^s  interrening 
— an  illimitable  space  of  rocks — ^yoor  viaon  tires  itself  to  deep 
at  gazing  over  the  treeless,  floweriess  moontain  path.  Bat  yon 
are  cheered  with  renewed  vigor  when  yoa  at  last  reach  the  shade 
of  the  little  patch  of  oliye  trees,  under  whose  friendly  branches 
Arabs  and  Tarks  and  the  Christian  traveler  hare  rested  for 
refreshment  for  years  and  years,  for  some  of  the  trees  ara  patri- 
archs. A  hard  boiled  egg,  a  cold  chicken  and  some  barley 
bread  our  dragoman,  by  some  magic  process,  which  I  shall 
probably  discover  when  the  bills  are  paid,  has  always  in  readi- 
ncRfl,  which,  with  the  Syrian  oranges  and  the  cold  water  which 
tlic  Arab  children  bring  you,  expecting  buckskeesk,  give  yoa  an 
ample  repast. 

Our  half  way  station  was  alive  with  Arabian  and  Turkish 
caravans — an  encampment  of  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  per- 
sons— whole  families  bound  on  some  expedition  to  the  Holy 
City.  Distributing  the  remains  of  our  lunch  among  the  poor 
little  famishing  children,  who  showed  their  gratitude  by  haunt- 
ing us  for  buckshieshf  we  continued  our  journey,  but  no  better 
road  awaited  us.  The  path  became  more  and  more  irregular, 
the  mountain  regions  more  and  more  desolate  ;  the  whole  conn- 
try  is  blasted  as  with  the  palsy.  No  matter  where  we  turn, 
rocks — small  rocks  and  large  rocks — stare  at  us  firom  nnder 
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the  scorching  sun — rocks  at  the  base  of  the  towering  mountain, 
and  rocks  when  we  readi  the  sommit,  hoar  after  hoar  we  ride 
through  the  almost  impenetrable  wilderness  of  rocks. 

Oar  fidthfol  Abraham,  accnstomed  to  sach  labor,  shows  eyi- 
dence  of  fatigae.  My  companion  from  India,  a  good  horseman, 
occasionally  walks  to  rest  his  weary  limbs,  and  there  are  portions 
of  my  body  blistered  with  the  tortaring  jamping  of  the  Turkish 
saddle.  One  long  range  of  moantains  more,  terraced  with  rock 
to  their  yery  peak,  only  one  more,  and  Jerusalem,  the  central 
palatial  city,  bursts  out  from  the  mountains  that  encircle  it,  ap- 
parently but  a  few  rods  off ;  but  the  rods  are  miles.  The  first 
Tiew  18  sublime,  and  your  memory  is  taxed  with  peopling  it 
again.  A  little  more  than  a  day's  ride  from  the  Levant,  a  little 
less  than  a  day's  ride  from  the  Jordan,  is  the  ancient  Salem  of 
the  East,  the  Jebus  of  the  sons  of  Canaan,  the  Jerusalem  of  the 
Israelites,  who  subdued  it  under  the  stripling  who  so  dexterously 
used  the  sling  against  the  chief  of  the  Philistines.  At  a  brook, 
near  a  Tillage  on  our  way,  the  spot  was  pointed  out  where  tradi- 
tion marks  the  meeting  of  Dayid  and  Goliah.  To  the  children 
of  the  Saxon  mother  Jerusalem  is  associated  with  romantic 
eyenta.  In  early  days  it  was  the  battle  field  of  almost  every 
race.  Dayid  conquered  it — the  Chaldeans  destroyed  it — the 
Jews  reboilt  it.  About  the  same  period  that  Confucius  was 
stereotyping  his  remarkable  code  of  morals  upon  the  Chinese 
mind.  King  Herod  was  exhausting  his  military  chest  in  oma; 
omitaig  his  capital.  Three  quarters  of  a  century  before  the 
ChristiaD  era,  the  Roman  conqueror,  Titus,  saw  the  glorious 
Sdomoii'a  temple  leveled  before  his  victorious  army.  Other 
dmogeM,  of  conquests,  of  whirlwinds,  of  earthquakes,  the  days 
of  Oooatantine  and  of  Julian,  rapidly  followed.  Changes  mag- 
wltemt  in  history,  where  Perman  generals  and  Greek  kings. 
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ChristiaDS  and  infidels,  Turks  and  Saneenic  boiti  all  shoDe  tri- 
mnphantlj  in  their  tarn,  till  Godfirey  of  BoQlkxi,  in  tbe  last  year 
of  the  eleventh  century,  raised  again  the  banner  of  Uie  ciobl 
Althoogh  so  long  ago  since  I  pored  OTcr  tbe  qiarkling  page  of 
poetical  inspiration  wherein  Torqoato  Tasw,  in  his  "  Jerasidem 
PeliTered/'  took  oat  his  patent  for  immortality,  tbe  golden  des- 
criptions freshen  as  I  reflect,  tbe  protracted  siege,  tbe  battle 
and  tbe  Victory,  I  can  imagine  all ;  and  as  I  near  tbe  gate  of 
Solomon,  contemplation  quickens  reTerential  awe  with  which 
I  gaze  upon  the  birthplace  of  oor  Bible,  oar  religion  and  oor 
Saviour.  The  Crusades  were  fall  of  brave  memoriea.  A  oen- 
tury  after  Saladin,  the  Oriental  Saltan,  ansbeated  bis  sabre,  and 
the  infidel's  flag  once  again  was  anforled  firom  tbe  palace  dome. 
But  since  that  day,  step  by  step,  we  see  the  wooing  of  revela- 
tion. Latin  princes,  Egyptian  emperors  and  Tarkisb  saltans 
have  massacred  and  have  reigned,  have  lived  and  died  within 
the  walls  of  Jerusalem.  The  Tnric  now  holds  sway  in  S}Tia — 
on  everv  side  veiled  women  and  Turkish  soldiers.  The  ro- 
mance  and  history  of  our  Saviour's  native  land  is  of  yesterday — 
for  to-day  the  Moslem  rules,  and  who  shall  tell  of  tbe  mor- 
row? 

Wherever  I  go,  I  find  Americans  ;  some  are  at  tbe  Medi- 
terranean, some  at  Symond's,  bot  tbe  best  hotel,  I  believe,  is  tbe 
former,  and  comfortable  quarters  can  be  procured  at  moderate 
prices,  if  you  can  credit  the  recommendatioa  wbicb  eveiy  goest 
records  in  the  hotel  book.  Jerusalem  has  been  so  often  visited 
and  described,  that  I  shall  make  myself  most  agreeable  by  say- 
ing little  regarding  it  Since  the  tyrant  Saltan  Achmet  lorded 
it  over  the  land,  the  writers  on  Svria  have  been  most  indnstrioos. 
From  the  Englishman,  Geoige  Sandys^  in  1610 ;  tbe  Italian, 
Hariti,  in  1760;  the   Frenchman,  Cbateanbriand,  wbo^  after 
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aUmderiDg  Bonaparte,  traveled  in  Syria  in  1806,  and  Lamartine, 
twentjHsiz  years  later,  whose  book  of  travels  is  only  a  book  of 
poems — ^for  fact  is  lost  in  fancy — down  to  later  tourists,  our  own 
coontrymen,  Stephens,  in  1836,  and  Robinsion,  in  1841,  and 
nomerons  pablications  np  to  the  present  day,  bnt  from  what  I 
can  gather  from  the  Orientals,  the  accomf^hed  scholar  and 
distinguished  divine  of  New  York  bears  away  the  palm  for  hav- 
ing written  the  best  work  on  the  country.  Let  the  Syrian 
toorist  carefolly  peruse  it,  and  he  will  feel  well  prepared  to  visit 
Jerusalem.  Hundreds  of  writers,  many  of  whom  have  marked 
oat  a  new  theory — Jews,  infidels.  Christians,  all  have  had  their 
day — every  year  something  new  turns  up— localities  are  changed, 
writers  differ,  and  research  must  often  terminate  in  confusion, 
following  our  guide,  we  were  hurried  through  the  city  and  sub- 
urbs. The  Via  Dolorosa,  the  Holy  Sepulchre  on  Mount  Gal- 
Tary,  the  tombs  of  Mary,  of  Lazarus,  of  David,  of  Absalom, 
the  Brook  Kedron,  the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  the  tombs  of  the 
Kings  and  of  the  Judges,  the  Mount  of  Olives,  and  the  Garden 
of  Gethsemane,  we  saw  them  all,  and  more,  but  their  sanctity 
is  only  in  the  past.  Donkeys  with  heavy  loads  of  water  and  of 
dirt  rubbing  against  you  ;  camels  with  a  cargo  of  planks  or  a 
cartload  of  stone  upon  theur  backs  brushing  past ;  women  with 
covered  faces,  who  do  well  to  hide  their  ugliness  from  ihe  gaze 
of  man ;  men  dirty,  savage  and  obscene ;  children  whose  sore 
eyes  and  unclean  faces,  and  tattered  rags  send  a  chill  through 
the  frame  ;  all  men,  women  and  children  b^;ging  for  bucksheesk  ; 
dogs  whose  lean,  lank  form  is  enough  to  breed  a  famine  ;  lizards 
of  enormous  size  crawling  through  the  fissures  of  the  holy  tombs  : 
fleas  fastening  upon  you  at  every  turn — verily,  it  is  sufllcient  to 
make  the  heart  sick  to  visit  the  Holy  Land,  the  wreck  of  what 
itwaa ;  and  those  who  have  not  visited  it  will  best  retain  thehr 
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respect  for  it  by  staying  at  home,  for  distance  lends  racdmntment 
to  the  view.  Toa  can  bat  be  diluted  at  the  fool  deaecnUion 
of  the  holy  places,  where  ghostly  yampirei  sock  your  podnta 
even  on  the  threshold  of  the  Sepolcbre.  I  do  not  think  I  pos- 
sess the  required  material  for  trareling  in  Palestine  ;  and  if 
many  other  tourists  woald  be  as  frank  they  wonld  acknowledge 
that  the  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Land  is  only  in  the  name — the 
ideal  was  more  impressive  than  real.  The  breakneck  ride  to 
the  qaiet  little  village  of  Bethlehem  makes  one  better  natored, 
by  viewing  the  fertile  valley  close  by,  where  olives,  and  ilg% 
and  grain  fields,  rich  with  the  early  crop,  relieve  the  eyes  from 
the  desert  that  encircles  them  ;  the  fiiir  features  of  the  women 
of  Bethlehem,  and  their  erect  form  as  they  walk  in  their  looee 
blue  gowns,  make  them  most  attractive ;  but  when  yon  vliit 
their  households  the  filth  and  wretchedness  to  be  seen  there 
take  away  all  the  poetry  of  a  handsome  face  and  noble  figure. 
The  church  and  the  cathedral  wonld  be  worthy  of  comment^ 
were  it  not  for  the  flummery  of  the  priests,  who  take  yon  throi^ 
so  many  spots  said  to  have  been  made  sacred  by  Christ  and  the 
Apostles. 

The  pointing  out  of  the  manger  in  which  onr  Saviour  was 
bom  completes  the  disgust  which  tinsel  and  humbug,  viee  and 
misery  have  created  the  very  moment  yon  commence  yonr  roondi 
at  Jerusalem.  The  absurdity  of  the  remarks  makes  the  whole 
thing  ridiculous,  and  after  being  here  yon  are  ready  to  admit  the 
wide  difference  between  what  you  have  read  and  what  yon  now 
observe. 

The  Mount  of  Olives  overlooks  the  dirty  little  stream  of  Jor- 
dan, and  the  dreary,  glassy  look  of  the  Dead  sea ;  bnt  the  view 
of  the  Holy  City  and  the  surrounding  monntaios  is  worth  the 
ascent    Among  the  many  spots  made  noted  by  Scriptormi  ref^ 
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cfenoe  none  impreswd  me  more  than  the  walk  through  the 
Garden  of  Gethaemane.  Oriental  flowers  stOl  bloom  about  the 
waDUy  and  c^re  trees  as  old  as  the  Lebanon  cedars  still  omo- 
ment  tlia  npoL  An  old  monk  resides  in  one  comer  of  the  gar- 
den, and  he  keeps  it  ever  fresh  with  Eastern  plants.  I  bought 
many  of  these  flowers  (pressed)  to  take  home  to  my  cis-atlantic 
friends.  Brief  enough  has  been  my  yidt,  but  I  have  not  the 
liuicy  for  a  longer  time,  for  there  are  many  places  to  see  before 
I  retoHL  I  did  not  care  about  going  down  in  a  divmg  bell  in 
the  Red  sea  to  find  the  ruins  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  the 
desert  journey  to  Damascus  takes  ten  days.  A  party  of  English 
gentlemen,  headed  by  a  New  Yorker,  had  just  arrived  at  Jeru- 
salem from  Cairo,  haying  been  eighteen  days  in  crossing  the 
desert.  Some  tourists  find  amusement  here  for  months,  but, 
days  suit  my  taste  better.  The  clergyman  who  visits  Palestine 
and  spends  a  short  time  at  Jerusalem  most  likely  will  entirely 
alter  the  diction  of  his  discourse.  A  sermon  on  the  Holy  Land 
before  and  after  the  visit  would  be  most  unlike.  When,  full  of 
the  beautiful  metaphor  and  splendid  imagery  of  the  inspired 
pages,  you  land  in  Syria,  to  find  only  the  ghost  of  jour  imagina- 
tion— the  skeleton  and  crossbones,  without  a  particle  of  the  flesh 
or  blood,  or  veins  or  muscles  of  active  life  or  remembrance,  you 
almost  wish  you  had  never  seen  Jerusalem  ;  and  yet  the  tour, 
once  over,  is  instructive,  and  adds  one  more  link  to  the  traveler's 
knowledge.  To  dwell  long  there  we  should  have  books  and 
pencfl,  should  be  an  antiquary,  a  botanist,  a  geologist  or  a  divine, 
for  no  thirst  for  ancient  associations,  no  biblical  reminiscences, 
unless  you  happen  to  possess  enthusiasm  and  piety  above  the 
common  herd,  will  keep  a  tourist  many  weeks  in  Jerusalem. 

Great  excitement  among  the  Arabs  was  caused,  a  few  days 
ago,  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  missionary's  gun,  killing  one 
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of  their  nimber.  It  wm  1  Nafalou.  mad  th«  whbm  wbi,  like 
them  aH,  importunate  for  bmclrtkmtk,  and,  catefaing  hold  of  the 
hofae  which  the  gentleoian  rode,  the  aBinal  remied,  and  the  dii- 
charge  of  the  rifle  proTcd  fatal  to  the  b^gsar.  As  aooQ  as  the 
accident  becaine  known  the  Arahs  roM  m  aaoc;  aireated  the 
clergyman,  killed  a  relatiTe  of  the  P^onan  Coual,  broke  into 
the  house  of  the  Engligh  and  other  Cooioli^  robbed  them  of 
eTerrthiog  portable,  stripping  the  bdiee  of  their  clothes  and  oni- 
meats,  and  killing  one  or  two  of  the  natiTe  conyerta.  Hie  tmnUe 
at  one  time  bid  fair  to  become  aoiooe  ;  the  Pasha  at  ooce  des- 
patched a  company  of  soldiers  to  pat  down  the  riot,  and  take 
away  the  nnfortnnate  missionary,  who  was  |daced  in  the  Goren- 
or  3  hoose,  to  prevent  him  from  nndeigoing  the  sonmiary  poniih- 
ment  of  Lynch  law.  News  has  now  arriTed  that  the  insnrrectioo 
has  been  pat  down,  and  all  is  qniet  at  NablooB.  Another  inci- 
dent here  has  very  much  annoyed  the  friends  of  the  missioo. 
Some  converts,  it  was  said,  had  been  made  among  the  natives. 
Receiving  an  education  in  the  missionary  schools,  they  professed 
their  belief  as  Christians.  Last  week  a  robbery  of  a  jeweler's 
shop  of  considerable  value  gave  the  police  a  chaae  to  find  the 
robber,  and  days  past  without  the  least  trace — for  the  mis- 
sionary's converts  were  above  suspicion — and  you  can  understand 
how  disappointed  the  mission's  friends  must  feel  to  find  that  one 
of  their  head  native  teachers,  who  was  most  devout  in  his  pro- 
fessions, had  turned  out,  not  only  to  be  the  thief  in  this  instance, 
but  has  been  for  a  long  time  the  leader  of  a  most  formidable 
band  of  robbers. 

To  catch  the  Austrian  Lloyd's  steamer  for  Beyrout,  we  woe 
obliged  to  ride  through  to  Joppa  in  a  day ;  and  in  companj 
with  a  large  number  of  English  gentlemen,  single  file,  we  re- 
traced oor  steps  along  the  rocky  path  made  by  the  torrent 
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fonned  from  the  melting  of  the  mountain  snows.  Leaying  Jera- 
salem,  with  its  dead  monuments  of  past  magnificence,  we  pass- 
ed once  more  the  cheerless,  inhospitable  land  about  it,  where 
nature,  refusing  to  smile  where  God  has  accursed,  wears  the 
live-long  day  and  in  the  darkness  of  the  night  an  everlasting 
frown.  Like  the  Mongol  Tartars,  the  Syrian  Arabs  live  only  for 
their  flocks  and  their  herds,  and  it  is  diflficult  for  the  Western 
traveler,  as  he  winds  his  way  along  the  stony  chfb,  to  realize, 
amid  such  terrible  desolation,  that  this  \s  the  luxuriant  country 
where  the  husbandman  gathered  his  figs  thrice  and  his  harvests 
twice  in  every  year — where  the  industry  and  art  of  the  Hebrew 
made  the  desert  flow  with  milk  and  wine,  with  oil  and  with 
honey. 


OHAPTBB  XXXIII. 


JOUBNET  IBOM  ALEXAMDBU  TO  OOMSWRINQPLB. 


Oh  Boaid  thb BnjkMmp  Miiiwi,  I 
Rhodb  Hauob,  April  21,  18M.      | 

Tour  in  the  Leyant— AlexandriA,  Jaflb  and  GonsUntinopU— Cort  of  tht 

Journey  and  Hire  of  a  Dragoman — ^How  a  Dragoman  ean  Bally,  PNy 

and  Cheat — Ciyiliiation  of  the  Turks  towarda  their  OonqiMnd— 

Caiffa,  the  Hill  of  Carmel,  iU  Conyent,  and  Elijah,  and  Napoleoa— 

Acre  and  its  Generals — A  Run  and  Ride  in  the  Coontry — A  Ball  at 

a  Pasha's  Palace — Glimpse  of  a  Lady  of  the  Harem — Zeno's  Biztk 

place. 

During  the  last  ten  days  our  steamer  had  been  on  a  yai^t 
excursion  tbroogh  the  Torkish  end  of  the  Levant  The  roate  from 
Alexandria  to  Constantinople  is  rery  conyenient  to  the  tonriit 
who  wishes  to  yisit  some  of  the  most  important  ports  of  Asiatie 
Turkey.  For  some  time  past  there  have  been  two  lines  of  steam- 
ers between  the  above  mentioned  cities,  plying  every  we^ 
each  line  in  tnm.  From  Alexandria  to  Jaffa,  I  paid  $17  50  in 
the  French  boat,  belonging  to  the  Messagerie  Imperial,  one  of 
the  largest  steam  mail  companies  in  Europe,  and  at  Jaffa  I 
booked  myself  throagh,  after  visiting  Jerusalem  to  Constantino- 
ple, for  $70,  by  the  Austrian  Lloyd^s,  paying  half  prioe  for  our 
dragoman,  engaged  at  Alexandria  at  $40  per  month,  myself 
and  companion  paying  his  traveling  expenses,  and  passage  back 
again.  He  is  a  Maltese,  and  speaks  French,  Italian,  English, 
Arabic  and  Turkish,  and  fills  the  situation  of  vM  de  pUa,  ii- 
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terpreter,  gnard  ;  in  short,  he  is  a  man  of  all  work,  invaluable 
to  a  traveler  in  the  East ;  wherever  we  go  he  seems  to  have 
acqaaintances  among  the  blackgaards  and  scoondrels  of  the 
place,  gets  return  commissions  for  the  most  trifling  of  oar  por- 
cbases ;  bailies  the  hotel  keepers,  knocks  down  the  boatman^ 
npsets  the  donkey  boys,  patronizes  the  Catholic  chorch,  apolo- 
gises for  knocking  down  a  Cnstom  House  officer,  who  detains 
oar  portmanteaa,  because  we  don't  give  him  Jnuksheesh;  carries 
a  cudgel  to  enforce  his  arguments  with  the  natives,  wears  a 
beard  some  ten  inches  long,  gets  into  a  terrible  rage  with  the 
steward  when  there  is  no  milk  for  our  coffee,  and  regards  us 
more  in  sorrow  than  in  anger,  when  noticing  our  gross  igno- 
rance of  Oriental  conduct  and  Oriental  languages.  Abraham 
IB  the  prince  of  dragomans.  We  know  he  cheats  us,  yet  his 
attention  to  our  wants  compensates  for  the  fraud.  Without 
hhn  we  should  see  nothing,  and  perhaps  pay  more  than  should 
corer  his  commission.  The  dragoman  of  the  East  is  an  expen- 
fKft  luxury,  a  necessary  evil,  who  by  a  freemasonry  peculiar  to 
the  class,  links  himself  in  with  the  hotel  keepers,  shopmen,  and 
the  ndoor  sharks  that  hover  in  the  traveler's  wake.  We  know 
he  cheats  us,  yet  we  are  sure  to  ^ve  him  a  certificate  of  his  effi- 
deacy  and  good  behaviour,  when  his  duty  has  been  accomplished, 
as  others  have  done  before  us.  Without  dwelling  long  in  a 
place,  for  our  steamer  seldom  stopped  but  a  day,  let  me  mention 
the  towns  one  sees  while  en  route  for  Constantinople — towns 
high  sounding  and  important  ages  before  the  white  man  began 
the  war  of  extermination  against  the  red  Indian  ;  and,  like  the 
proud  natives  of  the  American  hunting  fields,  their  history  is  in 
the  past ;  but,  unlike  them,  no  marks  of  civilization  or  improve- 
meat  {Mow  in  the  wake  of  the  conquerer ;  for  wherever  the 
tabooah,  the  boy  tramers  and  the  harem  of  the  Turk  are  to 
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be  fcmnd,  in  Egypt,  Sjria,  or  Ass  Minor,  Uie  nigiit  man  of  in* 
doleuce  and  saperstitioQ  has  paraljxBd  all  attemptB  at  refom.     | 
Whererer  joar  Moslem  appears,  lie  comes  like  a  dfmUojiDg  ta- 
gffl,  darkeDing  the  glories  of  the  past,  and  withering,  as  with  a 
blight,  the  energies  of  the  present. 

Our  first  halt  after  leaving  Joppa,  was  at  the  small  town  of 
Caitfa,  on  the  margin  of  the  sea,  of  little  importance  as  a  trading 
port,  bat  interestingly  situated  at  the  base  of  Moont  CSarmd. 
The  old  convent — ^made  noted  by  Elijah  in  the  early  times,  and 
by  Napoleon,  who  turned  the  sacred  boilding  into  an  hoq[Htsl 
for  his  sick  during  his  Eastern  campaign — is  oonqMcaoosly  sitn- 
ated  on  the  Mount.  Warburton  describes  his  sojourn  there  as 
having  been  made  delightful  by  the  kindness  of  the  monks. 

A  company  of  fifteen  German  pilg^rims,  poor  in  purse  bat  ridi 
in  mind — artists,  poets  ;  novelists — came  on  board,  to  leave 
again  at  Beyrout,  from  whence  they  are  bound  to  Damascus. 
Acre — where  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  with  his  little  band  of  marines, 
to  stimulate  the  Arabs,  shut  the  gate  in  the  face  of  Napoleon 
just  fifty-eight  years  ago — ^is  to  be  seen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
point.  It  was  a  bold  defence.  The  British  sailor  was  too 
much  for  Bonaparte.  After  two  months'  painftd  suspense,  nine 
savage  assaults,  the  ravages  of  the  plague  thinning  the  ranks  of 
the  army,  the  French  General,  choosing  defeat  rather  than  mik 
tiny,  sullenly  retired  with  his  discontented  soldiers.  As  late  as 
1840  British  cannon  again  roared  about  its  fortressea.  Ten 
yoars'  labor  will  not  repair  the  damage  of  Napier's  broadsides. 
Sonic  of  the  early  Generals  pronounce  Acre  the  "  Key  of  the 
Kast,'*  and  Napoleon  made  the  same  remark  to  Marat.  Its  his- 
tory is  pn'gnant  with  the  events  of  war.  Richard,  Godfirey, 
niul  other  Christain  princes,  in  the  time  of  the  Cmsades^  made 
its  old  walls  ring  when  battling  with  Saladin. 
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Beyront  was  oar  first  important  point  of  call,  where  we  remain-* 
ed  for  two  days,  to  look  about  as.  The  town  is  eulogized  by  all 
who  Tisit  it.  Being  the  chief  of  the  Syrian  ports,  there  is  more 
•ctiyity  on  the  quays.  There  are  a  few  English  merchants  and 
bankers  here,  but  the  Greeks  manage  to  secure  the  cream  of  the 
trade.  In  payment  for  British  and  European  manufactured  ar- 
ticlea,  wool,  cotton,  and  wheat  are  shipped  ;  and  since  the  war, 
prices  for  grain  have  ruled  ;  imports  and  exports  keep  along 
together.  An  American  has  been  here  for  some  time  buying 
wool  for  a  Boston  house ;  but  with  the  duty  in  the  States  it 
must  be  up  hill  work  to  make  it  lucrative.  With  this  exception, 
cor  country  is  not  represented,  save  by  a  Ck)nsul  from  New 
Hampshire,  an  obliging  gentleman,  whose  capacity  is  equal  to 
the  duties  which  he  is  called  upon  to  perform. 

The  Hotel  Bellevue  is  the  most  respectable  house  I  have 
found  since  leaving  Alexandria,  conveniently  located  inside  the 
town  and  well  conducted.  The  other  hotel  \s  in  the  suburbs, 
where  our  Consul  resides.  Lord  and  Lady  Port  Arlington, 
our  fellow  passengers  from  Joppa,  give  that  the  preference,  but 
I  prefer  the  other.  They  are  bound  to  Damascus,  and  then  to 
Jerusalem.  The  lady,  who  is  willing  to  undergo  the  fatiguing 
and  dangerous  journey  over  the  mountains  of  Palestine,  where 
the  mountain  torrent  forms  the  footpath  (and  even  the  Syrian 
shepherd  and  husbandman  carries  a  musket,  a  cutlass,  and  a 
pair  of  pistols  for  protection  against  the  bandit  Bedouin)  to  get 
a  view  of  ancient  ruins,  and  holy  temples,  deserves  more  credit 
than  she  will  have  awarded  by  those  who  have  no  idea  of  the 
difficulties  to  be  encountered.  Four  of  us,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, started  for  the  village  of  the  Druses,  situated  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  mountain,  a  three  hours'  ride.  We  were  well  mount- 
ed at  s  dollar  each,  and  reached  Bheit  Marie  in  time  to  enjoy 


306  TisT  TO  tHK  momL 

our  lunch.  The  scene  from  the  gre«t  dcTalioQ  wn  gtwaA  is 
the  extreme.  Back  of  as,  other  moontauDfl^  oreriocAiB^  the 
doods,  their  peaks  white  with  snow  the  entire  year,  looked  down 
npoD  a  rockboond  Tallej,  once  fertile  with  the  indnstrf  of  man. 
Onward  to  the  kit  was  the  road  to  Lebanon,  where  the  twdfe 
old  cedars  hare  outlived  more  than  two  Methnsalehs  ;  on  the 
right  a  few  orchards  still  show  the  occupation  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  moontains,  orchards  of  fig  and  lemon  and  oliTe  tneiL 
Front  of  ns,  step  hj  step,  mountain  orer  mountain,  a  terrace  of 
mammoth  hills,  some  red  with  sandstone,  some  green  with  the 
forest  pine,  some  more  fertile  than  the  rest,  bearing  eTidenoe  of 
careful  caltivation,  while  others  were  as  desolate  as  rock  and 
stone  could  make  them,  were  spread  out  before  us  ;  and  at  the 
base  of  all,  Bevrout,  the  city,  the  suburbs,  the  scattered  habita- 
tions, the  orange  groTes,  the  mulberry  plantations,  the  patches 
of  grain  and  the  pasture  lands,  forming  a  panorama  strikingly 
picturesque,  and  farther  on,  the  waters  of  the  Mediterranean 
losing  itself  in  the  horizon. 

The  Druses  were  fearful  that  we  should  see  their  women ; 
but  God  forbid  ! — the  appearance  of  the  matron  of  the  harem, 
with  a  conical  unicorn  shaped  head  dress,  some  three  feet  high, 
was  enough  to  discourage  the  most  romantic.  How  can  these 
people  make  thcmselTes  so  hideous  7  On  the  other  point  of 
the  mountain  we  found  the  convent  of  the  Mahamars,  another 
religious  sect.  About  a  dozen  of  the  holy  fathers  came  out  to 
show  us  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  temple,  which  was  worth  see- 
ing ;  but  I  infinitely  preferred  the  luxurious  magnificence  of 
the  wild  mountain  scenery.  On  our  way  back  we  were  desir- 
ous of  trying  an  experimental  path  another  way,  and  we  were 
soon  repentant  of  our  wandering.  When  I  look  back  to  the 
descent,  I  can  but  wonder  that  I  am  here  today.    I  was  the 
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calf  one  of  our  party,  sare  the  dragoman,  that  did  not  dismount, 
and  hsTuig  accomf^hed  the  feat  I  am  willing  to  back  a  horse 
anywhere  in  Syria. 

Onr  Tisit  to  Beyront  is  well  timed,  for  we  are  here  in  season 
to  witness  an  eventful  period  in  a  Turkish  city,  a  Enropean  ball, 
given  by  the  Pasha  ;  the  first  ever  known  since  the  flood. 
What  next  7  Perhaps  an  evening  party  by  the  "  mother  of  the 
maids  P  Of  coarse  we  were  cordially  greeted  ;  why  not  ?  I 
would  not  have  missed  the  entertainment  for  a  Turkish  dress. 
Some  say  the  ball  is  given  in  order  to  commemorate  the  circum- 
ciang  of  the  Pasha's  children.  Most  likely  that,  and  to  cele- 
brate the  news  of  peace  and  the  birth  of  a  young  Napoleon, 
fiir  the  cannon  from  the  fort  have  been  flashing  throughout  the 
day.  Halfpast  eight  was  in  the  cards,  but  we  were  in  good 
time  an  hour  later.  The  road  to  the  Seraglio  was  lighted  by 
pine  torches,  in  an  iron  basket  on  the  end  of  a  ten  foot  pole, 
simihir  to  those  seen  at  the  stations  when  crossing  the  desert 
In  the  night.  The  glare  was  dazzling,  and  the  numbers  of  Arabs 
and  Turks  watching  the  strange  scene  gave  a  wildness  to  the 
pkture  not  easily  portrayed.  Arriving  at  the  palace,  resem- 
bling more  a  country  hotel,  a  Turk  received  our  hat  and  coat 
In  European  style,  giving  us,  however,  an  Arabic  number.  The 
aid-de-camp  ushered  us  into  the  presence  of  his  High- 
with  European  courtesy.  The  Pasha,  standing  amid  his 
IGnisters,  gave  as  a  European  shake  of  the  hand,  while  the 
band — the  very  one  that  came  down  with  as  from  Alexandria, 
were  playing  Boropean  airs.  It  was  evident  the  French  had 
the  management  of  the  entertainment,  for  the  most  trifling  West- 
tm  costoms  were  observed. 

In  a  side  room  Earopean  diairs  were  arranged  round  a  Eu- 
ropean table,  on  which  were  packs  of  European  cards.    The 
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opposite  room  was  provided  with  European  s^arSy  and  in  a 
closet  70a  were  shown  where  yoa  coald  get  a  Earopean  drink. 
One  almost  forgot  that  the  ball  was  given  by  a  Turkish  Pasha. 
Save  the  dress  of  the  few  Turks  present^  the  formality  of  the 
evening,  the  society  of  ladies,  for  there  were  bat  twenty  to 
some  two  hundred  gentlemen,  yon  could  hardly  realize  that  yoQ 
were  being  entertained  by  a  Mussulman. 

The  Pasha  led  off  the  ball  in  a  promenade  with  the  lady  of 
the  English  Consul ;  and  here,  for  the  first  time,  the  Pasha  seeB- 
ed  out  of  his  element.  The  lady  was  embarassed  by  his  dum- 
siness.  His  arms  hung  down  by  his  side  like  s  pair  of  toogi, 
and  his  movements  showed  anything  but  grace.  The  dandng 
was  confined  only  to  a  few  ;  the  other  guests  found  amusement 
in  segars  and  cards.  Most  of  the  guests  were  from  Europe. 
America  and  England  were  fairly  overshadowed  by  forogn 
moustaches,  and  their  voices  drowned  by  ihe  incessant  rattling 
of  foreign  tongues.  Among  those  present  was  the  late  Austrian 
Consul  at  Smyrna,  to  whom  Captain  Ingraham  gare  a  lesaon 
in  international  law,  on  the  subject  of  Eoszta  and  his  natural- 
ization papers.  As  the  evening  wore  away  ice  cream  and  dle^ 
bet  wf^re  brought  in,  and  cake  was  handed  round,  all  Ear<^pean- 
ized. 

In  glancing  about  the  high  arched  room  I  accidently  saw  the 
blushing  face  of  a  fair  young  girl  looking  down  from  the  na^ 
row  circular  windows  at  the  top  of  the  hall,  upon  the  danoen 
She  saw  that  she  was  observed,  and  disappeared.  My  curioeitj 
was  excited,  for  the  mystery  that  surrounds  the  harem  always 
attracts  our  sex.  I  was  right  in  my  conjecture,  for  in  examin- 
ing more  minutely  the  several  windows  from  a  retired  spot^  &ir 
faces  on  all  sides  were  peering  down  upon  us,  some  very  beaott- 
fnl.   Although  not  a  polking  man,  my  scruples  might  haTe  been 
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OTercome  if  the  beautifal  Georgian  whose  eyes  seemed  alive  with 
cariosity,  had  been  among  the  dancers.  Never  before  had  these 
yoang  girls  seen  so  many  foreign  faces,  and  thinking  their  hiding 
I^ace  secure  from  the  infidel  eyes  of  the  Frank,  they  gazed 
down  upon  ns  with  interest  too  intent  to  single  out  those  who 
were  observing  them. 

When  will  the  march  of  intellect  raise  the  Turkish  daughter 
from  her  humiliating  debasement  to  a  position  worthy  of  her 
KX  7  Not  till  the  hereditary  prejudices  of  their  race  have  burst 
tlieir  prison  bars,  and  civilization  and  morality  have  tightened 
op  the  darkened  chambers  of  their  mind.  I  did  not  remain  to 
Mpper,  bat  from  a  glimpse  at  the  table  it  was  worthy  of  a 
prince.  In  all  these  palaces  you  cannot  but  be  struck  at  the 
diimsy  mixture  of  magnificence  and  meanness,  splendor  and 
squalor — an  inlaid  floor  of  beautiful  polished  wood  or  mosaic 
amrble,  with  mopboard  unpainted,  and  walls  unpapered,  money 
exhausted  without  taste,  beautiful  ornaments  in  the  basement, 
and  broken  windows  in  the  hall,  a  boudoir  in  the  interior,  and 
an  uninhabited,  untidy  a{^)earance  without.  Everything  about 
s  Turk  looks  unwashed,  slipshod  and  shabby.  A  part  of  the 
entertainment  was  the  exhibition  of  the  Pasha's  children,  four 
beaatiful  boys,  about  ten  years  each,  all  dressed  in  blue,  under 
the  charge  of  a  eunuch  blacker  than  an  African  funeral 

Beyront  was  once  an  extensive  commercial  port,  and  is  rich 
fai  old  assodations,  from  the  richly  laden  argosies  of  days  gone 
bj,  to  the  English  war  fleet  that  left  their  sixty-eight  pounders 
in  the  fortress  a  few  years  since.  Beyrout  has  kept  her  name 
from  being  erased  frt>m  the  page  of  history. 

From  Beyrout  we  went  to  Lamaka,  in  the  Island  of  Cypress, 
anchoring  opposite  the  Marina,  on  the  beach.  The  few  houn^ 
rtoppage  of  the  steamer  enables  yon  to  walk  to  th&  "^^Qmb^  \a 


310  mo'i 


Tint  tbe  Greek  cathednl,  idikh  ■  DOt  10  flttSMlm  M  tbe  Gft^ 
ohc,  and  to  waoder  about  the  old  tovm  aad  th«  baaar.  It  re- 
qalrai  a  powerful  imaginatiow  to  xeiivB  aaj  Mtcwrt  a  thii 
wretched,  miserable  old  pboe.  Hatocj,  hovera;  hai  managed 
to  keep  ita  name  from  ankiogf  telfi^g  oi  there  was  onoe  a  noble 
citj,  peopled  by  a  brave  aad  warlike  laee — a  dtj  made  noted  by 
the  deathbed  of  Cimon,  the  distingmihed  Grecian  general,  and 
by  having  been  the  birth  place  of  the  phikaopher  Zena  A  few 
cottoo  bales  and  a  few  sacks  of  grain  came  on  board  as  freight 
If  this  is  a  specimen  of  the  Island  of  CTpress,  I  am  glad  it  is 
oulj  a  port  of  call.  Paphos,  I  am  told,  has  more  to  recom- 
mend it ;  for  this  was  the  Tolaptnons  home  of  Yenns^  where 
she  erected  her  hundred  altars  after  she  aroae  from  the  aea. 
Tlje  ^>eaut7  and  easy  virtae  of  the  women  of  Paphoa  have  gifen 
it  tiistorical  remembrance.  The  frail  fair  one  in  all  lands  is  call- 
ed a  Cyprian.    In  Ghilde  Harold's  ancestral  hall, 

Paphim  girb  wwe  known  to  nng  and  mila 

Paphian  girls  and  Cjpros  wine  spoiled  many  an  ancient  general ; 
fur  the  intoxication  of  both  was  at  times  too  mnch  for  Roman 
virtue.  Bhakcspere's  fancy  must  have  been  under  their  infln- 
ence  when  he  pictnred  Othello's  coortshipy  Cassio's  reeling 
through  the  Bazaar,  and  lago's  midnight  wanderings.  I  im- 
fi^iufd  they  could  take  place  nowhere  else  bnt  in  Cyimia. 

It  muj  have  l>een  a  beantiful  place  in  its  day  ;  bat  now,  al- 
thouf^li  it  still  produces  the  finest  cotton  in  the  Levant^  its  once 
briiuliful  lands  are  barren,  fruitless  and  uninviting.  Under  the 
(*<)rroding  mildew  of  the  Turk,  terrible  changes  have  crashed 
i\w  island.  Even  as  late  as  I82S  there  was  a  reign  of  terror 
in  (yjprtis.  Twenty-two  thousand  Greeks  were  batchered  in 
cold  blood  by  an  inhuman  Turkish  army.    - 
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LANDINO  IK  THE  C8IMBA. 

Eamibgh,  April  28,  I860. 

Hm  PiMMge  from  OonBtantinople  to  Kamieach,  and  its  Cost — ^How  the 
T^rendi  manage  the  Post  Offiee — Crowds  of  Soldiers,  Sailors,  Ship«-of- 
War,  Oonboats  and  Traders— Seenery  on  the  Bosphonu — ^The  Allied 
Dead  and  how  they  went  to  the  Graye— How  yon  enter  the  Eamiesch 
Bay— American  Ships  in  Port,  and  how  they  were  Admired. 

Mt  Aostralian,  Indian  and  China  correspondence  mnst  haye 
reached  yon  some  weeks  since,  bnt  as  I  have  not  been  so  fortn- 
nate  as  to  get  hold  of  a  copy  of  the  Herald  since  leaving 
Pakstine,  I  am  not  np  in  New  York  dates.  By  way  of  Mar- 
Kflles  I  posted  seyeral  letters  containing  notes  on  Egypt,  Syria 
and  Asia  Minor,  which  I  hope  may  work  their  way  through  the 
barbarous  espionage  of  the  French  post.  Now  I  haye  com- 
■enoed  to  throw  off  a  sheet  or  two  on  the  war,  but  afterwards 
dian  not  bore  yon  with  my  blottings,  for  I  soon  shall  be  in  the 
kod  cyf  classic  hand  books  and  "  onr  correspondents."  By  danc- 
iig  attendaiioe  on  the  admirality  at  Ck)nstantinople,  after  taking 
the  preeaationary  measure  of  getting  my  respectability  endors- 
ed bj  the  American  Ambassador,  I  might  haye  obtained  a  pas- 
mgt  to  the  Crimea  in  a  goyemment  transport  for  a  ponnd  note, 
for  the  only  chaige  is  yonr  board  at  $3  50  per  diem  ;  bnt  time 
was  an  object^  and  as  I  did  not  wish  to  feel  that  I  was  so  deeply 
ohHgaled  and  eqiedally  fayored,  I  paid  some  thirty  dollars  for 
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paud  laurels,  bot  a  short  time  ago  croswd  tli»e  same  wmten» 
nerer  agtdn  to  see  tbeir  natire  laiid.  Painfbl  is  the  contemplf- 
tion  !  Ecglaiid  nerer  before  was  soch  a  saSmr.  Bat  France 
remembers  Moscow.  The  qaestion  of  ookmizitioD  has  been  pot 
at  rcft.  England  and  France,  between  them,  hare  establidied  a 
colony,  in  the  Crimea,  the  colony  of  the  dead ! 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  Becond  day,  about  thnty^sx  hours 
from  Stambool,  we  again  fell  in  with  shipping,  far  we  were 
approaching  onr  destined  port  Some  delay  occamd  in  finding 
a  birth,  the  harbor  of  Kamiesch  was  so  densely  blocked  op  with 
the  transport  fleet.  Onr  every  ade  we  saw  all  the  activity  of  a 
large  commercial  city.  The  entrance  to  the  bay  is  fery  con- 
tracted ;  the  channel  itself  is  a  quarter  of  a  mfle  in  width,  hot 
booms  have  been  thrown  across,  learing  only  one  handled  feet 
between  them  ;  their  object  being  to  preyent  boats  from  ento^ 
ing  and  to  assist  in  breaking  the  sea.  lie  men  of  war  and 
large  ships  at  anchor  outside  are  also  arranged  as  a  breakwater 
for  the  protection  of  the  harbor  fleet  Hie  ships  are  stowed 
some  one  and  four  length  deep,  according  to  the  siie,  all  at 
anchor  stem  on  to  the  shore,  the  deep  water  and  mod  bottom 
allowing  them  to  lay  close  in.  The  smaller  transports  are 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  bay  and  the  larger  ships  nearer  its 
entrance.  The  French  transports  only  are  at  Kamiesch  ;  bat  at 
Kazatch,  about  a  stone's  throw  from  this  the  English  haye  a 
bay  with  almost  as  many  sail.  At  both  anchorages  I  counted 
some  fiye  hundred  ships,  comprising  the  flags  of  most  of  the 
nations  of  the  West  Side  by  side  I  saw  three  beantiftil  speo- 
mens  of  the  shipyards  of  the  North ;  the  French  flag  floated 
from  the  mizen  mast,  but  the  stars  and  stripes  were  at  the  peaL 
Prouder  than  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  gun  of  the  French, 
the  Napoleon  III.,  more  dignified  eyen  than  the  Agameomoo 
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of  the  English,  the  Great  Repablic  of  the  Americans  looked  in 
her  unassaming  greatness — the  commander  of  the  fleet. 

The  Great  Repablic,  Capt.  Limebamer,  the  Qaeen  of  Clip- 
pers, Capt.  Zerega,  and  the  Monarch  of  the  Sea,  Capt.  Gardner, 
were  anchored  side  by  side,  and  I  never  felt  prouder  of  mj  coun- 
try than  in  witnessing  these  magnificent  clippers  from  New 
Tork,  so  superior  to  any  of  the  transports  of  other  nations. 
English  and  French,  Russian  and  Sardinian  officers,  high  in 
rank  and  position,  covered  with  orders  and  medals,  Turkish 
commanders  and  Tartar  princes,  all  have  seen  them,  and  in  see- 
iog  are  forced  to  admire.  America  never  sent  better  represen- 
tatives abroad — the  peaceful  messenger  of  commerce  is  always 
welcomed,  while  we  only  hail  the  ship  of  war  as  a  State  neces- 
rfty.  The  Captain  tells  me  that  there  is  little  danger  here,  they 
Se  BO  close  together,  on  a  mud  bottom  ;  but  it  would  seem  to 
me  that  one  of  those  terrible  storms  that  sometimes  have  con- 
TQbed  these  seas  would  involve  the  entire  fleet  in  one  common 
wreck.    Thus  far  there  have  been  few  accidents. 

I  saw  several  hulks,  among  others,  the  ship  Cortez,  of  Bath, 
piled  upon  the  beach  ;  but  the  few  wrecks  occasioned  may  be 
aGcoonted  for  by  the  continued  absence  of  the  Black  Sea  gales. 
The  Champion  of  Boston,  is  also  here,  loading  bronze  and  brass 
cannon  from  the  Maiakoff  for  MarseiUes  ;  and  the  Hartly,  also 
tar  the  same  port ;  the  Titan,  of  Boston,  has  just  sailed  for 
France.  All  the  American  ships  are  in  the  employ  of  the  French 
gOTemment,  the  English  having  chartered  no  American  trans- 
ports. During  the  duU  times,  the  transport  charters  have 
proyed  a  pplendid  business  for  such  of  our  ships  as  were  so  for- 
tonate  as  to  g^t  employment.  The  Great  Republic  must  have 
paid  for  herself  by  this  time ;  but  the  game  is  now  up,  and  a 
fail  of  transports  wiU  shortly  find  their  way  back  to 
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yjhc  :»::»;Krr7  Tij*rt  LiT*.  rif-ni  srTtriu  iudhidn&I  iosu&oes 
vijer*  lilt  r:'^t:niiii*a.;  Lit?  fMiTJdifiC  iLt  sLipovner  "by  b  sm^ 
'.iLLr:.t!r-  Aniioir  whtin  mtiLXiaxwd.  tbt  Briiish  idi^  Gertrude 
Y  Li  ux*a.  !:;•  it:  iJLirn-  siilliizic?  jier  iol  far  &  pcvwdtsr  magmim, 
Liii  LiLocrL  liit:  rfe.;.^  ir&£  &f&Bnr&raf  radocsed,  Trorean  em- 
j>! :  TZi«:':  l;  Klzlv.-l  ilo;:!  Ix^rt  linD'!  lutlf  b  doEBn  soich  cnft 
Mh.LT  r«f  tbt  iLLZL-Dfi  izi»:»jT{xi  Fmff'TiaVi  frtfiuzi  siul  Hzk^  bftre  6- 
c-j;*i5  fr;»iL  bhiikrapT'.j  It  liii*  nztexpeirteid  emjikjTineiit.  Lake 
Tv.'tlrh^z  h  rtTLTi&iiC^  *iLe  moniiTig  1hf  n&bt  ctaae  doe,  goran- 
zLtiji  ^rmpk'TiiieL'i  v-<L§  ;iin  in  tsmt  for  aerenl  cf  ibe  sxeim  coDh 
p&ixies^  iIkt  reirtTtd  stcrev  compasj  azDODg  the  reFi.  Withoot 
KuzVifh  K*L«ai£ierE  for  i.oviDe  ibeir  tmnports,  the  French  voold 
bare  be«ii  ssdij  o£  haring  few  steunsiiqis  of  ibeir  own :  oa 
ih'iE  side,  tlie  FreDcb  trancport  fia^  is  hoisted  at  the  mast  head 
of  n*AT]T  eTerj  steaiser.  I^eae  tran^!K>rt&.  under  charter,  an 
acnirelj  eijgasred  in  embarking'  horses^  troops  aiid  cacnoiL  The 
Eoj'jiers  are  eTerywhere  assistiiisr  the  sailors  in  getting  off  the 
hhip?.  Oo  shore,  officers  and  priTates  are  horryiBg  to  and  fro, 
and  working  gangs  of  men  are  employed  in  pSag  np  shot» 
tranjcportiog  cannoD  and  in  preparing  for  embatkation.  An 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  siege  is  formed  the  moment  yon  b^pn 
to  walk  aboQt  the  streets  of  the  settlement  of  Elamiesch,  called 
ID  the  parhince  of  the  Crimea  the  "City  of  ThieTe&^  It  is  ut- 
terly impossible  to  realize  that  two  years  ago  the  Bay  was  as 
silent  as  the  Tillage  was  yacant,  neither  ship  nor  hoose,  man  nor 
lieast,  save  a  few  Tartar  farmers,  were  ever  seen  there  ;  and  yet 
it  has  already  liyed  several  ages  in  history.  The  French  army 
are  packing  np  everything  they  can  lay  their  hands  on,  eveiy 
old  cannon,  every  spare  shot,  every  piece  of  steel,  eveiy  gon 
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carriage,  -every  nsed  up  mnsket-— even  old  barrel  hoops  and  bar- 
rel staves,  are  being  piled  ap  to  be  taken  away.  It  is  evident 
that  no  fortunes  are  to  be  made  in  following  in  the  wake  of  the 
allied  armies,  as  was  the  case  when  oar  troops  left  Mexico.  So 
my  credits  most  remain  in  the  envelope.  A  line  of  coaches  is 
established  to  Balaklava,  I  learn  to-day,  and  I  will  write  from 
there. 


I 

I 


CHAPTEB   XXXV. 

BAi.tKf.ArjL,  April  SO,  185ft. 
The  Milds,  HoneB^  Roftds  and  Qtntnl  Trarel  to  BaUkUTa — ^Extent  of 
the  Allied  Une^ — A  First  Look  at  Sebastopol  in  Ruina — her  Eastern 
j-'ortreiweis  and  Saud  li^gi — ^ThooghU  od  the  Battle  Fielda — Energy 
and  Good  Bree'ling  of  the  Roasian  Offieen— How  the  Allied  Ttotfi 
Agreed 

I  jiiHHED  the  'boB  at  Kameisch,  and  was  obliged  to  hire  a  pri- 
vate team  to  take  me  over.  I  paid  for  a  horse,  bat  foond  a 
mule  waiting  for  me  at  the  cafe  ;  howeTer,  in  two  honrs  and  a 
half  we  made  Balaklava,  the  Kamiesch  of  the  English  armj. 
The  engineers  have  built  a  splendid  military  road  between  the 
two  posts  and  macadamized  the  entire  distance.  Now  the 
weather  is  dry,  and  clouds  of  dost  darken  the  air  ;  bat  the 
least  rain  makes  it  sloppy  and  disgusting.  Once  oat  of  Kam- 
ie.sch,  we  got  an  inkling  of  camp  life.  As  far  as  we  coold  see, 
tf'nts  and  huts  were  dotted  over  the  hills  and  plidns,  both  sides 
of  our  highway  were  studded  with  the  local  habitations  of  the 
allies.  Artillery  wagons,  male  carriages  and  cartloads  of  shot 
and  shell  were  continually  passing,  sometimes  the  train  would 
extend  for  miles.  Cannon  balls  and  broken  shell  were  scattered 
along  the  gutters,  some  of  which  had  fallen  from  the  wagons, 
others  lay  where  they  fell  from  the  guns.  The  first  entrench- 
ments of  the  French  when  they  landed  are  of  the  most  for- 
midable character.  They  did  not  intend  to  be  driyen  again  into 
their  ships  without  a  straggle. 
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Approaching  Balaklara  we  began  to  fed  more  and  more  the 
immense  extent  of  the  encampment.  Before  I  came  here,  I 
imagined  that  I  coold  ride  through  the  English  and  French 
camps  in  an  honr,  and  had  pictured  it  a  large  city  of  tents.  I 
neyer  for  a  moment  supposed  that  instead  of  one  gigantic  en- 
campment, there  were  some  hundreds — ^instead  of  coTering 
acres  of  ground,  it  was  scattered  over  an  era  of  some  two  hun- 
dred square  miles.  From  the  heights  above  the  settlement,  I 
coold  just  reach  some  of  the  distant  camps  with  a  glass. 

I  am  most  fortunate  in  finding  a  home  on  board  the  beautiful 
I^ew  York  clipper,  the  Ocean  Herald.  She  has  been  employed 
for  oyer  a  year  by  the  French,  and  has  made  several  passages 
to  the  several  Black  Sea  and  Mediterranean  ports.  She  is  now 
discharging  hay  for  the  ambulance  department,  after  which  she 
takes  troops  to  France.  Captain  Furber,  so  well  known  in  the 
North  Atlantic  packet  trade,  having  been  here  so  many  times 
during  the  progress  of  the  si^^  is  well  posted  on  Crimean 
matters,  and  seems  to  be  very  much  at  home  in  the  French 
camp.  Already  I  have  got  acquainted  with  several  of  the  French 
officers,  all  of  whom  are  particularly  courteous  to  Americans. 
Their  hospitalify  comes  in  a  substantial  way  ;  once  acquainted, 
they  can't  do  too  much  for  one,  inviting  you  to  their  camp,  fur- 
nishing you  with  their  horses,  sending  their  servants  to  accom- 
pany you,  explaining  in  detail  all  that  you  may  wish  to  learn 
of  the  battle  fields.  I  have  letters  to  several  English  officers  ; 
but  you  might  as  well  look  for  a  fish  in  the  ocean  or  a  bird  in 
the  forest  The  distance  between  the  camps  are  so  great,  the 
difficolty  of  moving  about  except  on  horseback,  and  the  hurry 
and  bustle  of  those  who  might  inform  you,  prevent  me  firom 
finding  them  out,  and  as  it  is,  I  find  I  am  well  housed  and  well 
eai«dfor. 
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Yesterday,  in  compauj  with  a  Russian  prince  and  seTeral 
Freucli  officers,  I  visited  Sebastopol,  and  my  head  is  too  full  of 
what  I  saw  to  describe  it.  I  was  not  at  all  prepared  to  see 
such  desolation  and  destruction,  nor  was  I  prepared  to  find  tiiat 
those  high  sounding  names  that  have  been  ringing  in  my  ears, 
week  after  week,  as  the  mail  came  through — ^the  Mamelon,  the 
MalakoiT  and  the  Redan,  were  only  piles  of  dirt  and  bags  of 
sand,  and  baskets  of  earthwork,  all  strewn  about  in  the  most 
complicated  confusion.  Looking  from  the  Malakofi^  the  once 
beautiful  city  of  Sebastopol,  whose  eligible  site  for  a  naval 
arsenal  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Emperor  by  a  native 
of  France,  and  whose  wonderful  forts  were  planned  by  an 
English  eugiucer,  is  only  a  heap  of  ruins,  resembling  more  an 
old  Syrian  or  Egyptian  town,  destroyed  by  the  corroding  inflo- 
ence  of  time,  than  a  powerful  fortress,  reduced  by  a  war  of 
yesterday.  The  Russians  burnt  and  leveled  their  habitations 
when  they  retired  to  their  impregnable  position  on  the  north 
side,  as  at  Moscow.  They  destroyed  all  but  the  beautiful  sand- 
stone barracks,  a  church  or  two,  a  monument,  and  those  won- 
derful docks.  But  what  the  Russians  left  the  allied  armies  have 
broken  and  torn  in  pieces.  Such  utter  desolation  I  cannot  pic- 
ture. Save  the  green  grass  shooting  out  from  broken  shells  and 
cannon  balls,  and  blocks  of  granite,  the  sole  relics  of  beaatlful 
flower  gardens,  there  is  no  vestige  of  recent  habitatioD.  Sebas- 
topol is  a  wreck,  more  wild  and  desolate  than  Lisbon  could  haTe 
been  after  the  earthquake,  or  Copenhagen  after  the  bombaid- 
ment.  The  palace  of  the  prince  and  the  cottage  of  the  peasant^ 
the  convents,  the  churches  and  the  library,  the  public  boiidings 
and  private  dwellings,  are  nanght  but  piles  of  broken  stone  and 
plaster,  huge  heaps  of  rubbish  scattered  over  the  entire  surface 
of  the  city.    The  sunken  ships  across  the  mouth  of  the  harbor 
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and  in  the  bay  are  discovered  bj  their  protruding  spars  above 
the  water — the  Twelve  Apostles  the  most  couspicnoos  of  all. 

On  the  low  land  about  the  water,  huge  anchors  and  immense 
piles  of  ammunition  are  piled  up,  ready  for  shipment ;  but,  save 
the  stranger  who  visits  the  fallen  city,  and  the  occasional  bark- 
ing of  the  unclaimed  dog,  all  is  silent  as  a  burial  ground,  no 
better  representation  could  paint  the  terrific  ravages  of  war. 
Oar  Russian  friend  gazed  upon  his  once  happy  home,  and  turned 
away  and  wept  like  a  child.  It  was  pitiful  to  see  him  in  his 
strength  and  manliness  so  heartbroken  and  wretched  in  his  con- 
templation. It  was  heartless  to  hear  the  French  colonel,  who 
accompanied  us,  make  so  light  of  the  Russian's  wretchedness  ; 
bat  he  would  have  his  jest,  no  matter  how  keen  the  shaft.  On 
the  battle  field,  in  the  trenches,  in  the  Malakoff,  at  death's  door, 
the  Frenchman  will  have  his  joke  ;  but  it  was  not  French  polite- 
ness to  continually  remind  the  Russian  officer  of  his  defeat.  The 
Russian  was  bom  a  gentlemen,  but  the  Frenchman  had  risen 
firom  the  ranks. 

If  I  were  asked  what  struck  me  most  forcibly  in  riding  about 
and  aroond  the  city,  I  should  say  at  once  the  astonishing 
strength  and  engineering  ability  of  the  Russian  defences.  No 
wonder  they  baffled  the  pluck  of  the  British  and  the  dash  of 
fhe  French  for  so  long  a  time. 

It  most  be  remembered  that  when  the  allies  landed  at  Eupa- 
torift  in  tbe  aatamn  of  1854,  Sebastopol  was  only  fortified  by 
not  a  bastion  was  thrown  up  to  prevent  it  from  inland  in- 
Tbe  battle  of  the  Alma  was  fought  where  the  Zouave 
nldlfln  so  distingoished  themselves,  and  where  the  English  army, 
fhe  frenchman  says,  was  not  up  to  time,  but  when  once  at  it, 
he  win  hate  to  admit  that  they  fought  like  tigers  for  the  victory, 
althoqgfa  history  records  that  through  the  imperfections  of  their 
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ambulance  corps,  hundreds  of  brave  soldiers  who  so  boldly  had 
planged  into  the  fight,  were  left  for  two  days  and  nights  to 
welter  in  their  wonnds  upon  the  battle  field  before  assistance 
was  at  hand.  Not  till  after  the  battle  of  the  Alma,  when  Loid 
Raglan  fell  across  the  track  of  the  Russian's  rear,  when  the  alliei 
passed  over  to  Balaklava — not  till  after  the  memorable  battle  of 
the  25th  of  October,  where  Lord  Cardigan,  obeying  orders  that 
nobody  fathers,  rode  the  death  ride  at  the  head  of  the  Light 
Brigade,  the  boldest  deed  in  history,  plnnging  on  to  almoit 
certain  destruction,  for  more  than  half  the  r^ment  was  cot 
down,  horses  and  men,  with  Russian  shot,  and  all  would  hate 
perished  but  for  the  rescue  of  the  French — not  tOl  after  the  still 
more  bloody  battle  of  the  Inkermann,  where  the  stream  of  life 
flowed  as  swiftly  as  the  river,  where  the  flower  of  England^ 
army,  the  Guards,  led  on  by  a  royal  Duke,  fell  like  haO  upon 
the  battle  field,  and  where,  on  that  memorable  5th  of  Noveoh 
ber,  the  allies  must  have  been  swept  from  the  Crimea  in  spite 
of  all  their  bravery,  by  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  Rnssians, 
but  for  the  mistake  so  fatal  to  Liprandi,  a  large  portion  of  his 
army  losing  itself  in  the  mist — ^not  till  after  these  several  Wato^ 
loo  and  Austerlitz  battles  had  been  fought,  did  the  RossianB 
commence  the  wonderful  fortifications  which,  even  in  their  mini^ 
astonish  every  beholder. 

Their  extent,  the  immensity  of  the  undertaking,  the  wealth  of 
material  and  the  vastness  of  the  labor,  the  rapidity  of  their  con- 
struction and  the  almost  miraculous  engineering  ability  displayed, 
are  the  thoughts  uppermost  in  the  mind  as  yon  gaze  over  the 
long  range  of  ramparts  from  the  Malakoff  to  the  Flagstaff 
battery.  Before  the  Inkermann,  the  city  was  only  defended  by 
water,  not  a  single  cannon  defended  its  rear ;  and  hence  the 
terrible  enefrgj  of  the  RnsnsA. 
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^e  ablest  of  the  Russian  engineers  were  called  to  coancil, 
bat  three  months  were  required  to  complete  the  defences. 
Menschikoff  was  disheartened,  but  an  engineer,  unknown  to 
fame,  with  the  promptness  worthy  of  Napoleon's  observation 
at  the  defence  of  Paris,.offercd  to  accomplish  the  task  in  a  fort- 
night, if  they  would  only  supply  the  men.  They  did  so  ;  and 
the  name  of  Totdleben  shines  more  brilliantly  than  that  of  any 
other  individual  in  all  the  armies.  Of  course  the  young  lieuten- 
ant was  made  a  general ;  and  he  deserved  it,  for  French  and 
English  alike  all  testify  to  his  wonderful  skill  in  constructing 
earthworks  sufficiently  strong  to  withstand  such  a  terrible  fire 
for  so  long  a  time.  While  standing  on  the  ruined  ramparts  of 
the  Malakoff,  the  French  officers  pointed  out  the  midday  attack, 
the  surprise,  the  attempted  rescue,  and  the  two  mistakes  of  the 
engineer — first  the  weakness  of  the  place  where  the  Frenchmen 
stormed  ;  second,  the  enclosed  part  towards  Sebastopol. 

Had  it  remained  open  as  in  the  Redan,  the  Russians  might 
have  re-taken  it  in  the  face  of  the  French  ;  as  it  was,  Bosquet 
saw  his  advantage.  "  We  are  in  the  Malakoff  and  shall  remain 
there,"  was  the  impulsive  language  of  the  French  officer.  Na- 
poleon the  modern,  like  his  uncle,  rewards  such  men.  Again, 
I  was  shown  where  the  English  lay  swimming  in  thick  pools  of 
blood  along  side  of  their  enemies  in  the  ditches  of  the  Redan. 
Russell  describes  the  scene.  What  can  be  more  horrible  ?  I 
picked  up  a  saddle  bag  full  of  the  murderous  g^pe. 

I  do  not  care  to  dwell  upon  the  harrowing  details.  If  one 
accident  on  a  railway  creates  such  harrowing  sympathies,  how 
much  more  horrible  does  the  contemplation  make  the  scene 
where  thousands  were  swept  away  by  that  terrible  shower  of 
grape  I  Those  outliving  the  storm  are  the  heroes  of  the  age, 
the  chance  of  life  was  nothing.    I  went  over  the  trenches,  and 
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Mw  the  rifle  piU,  where,  day  after  day,  night  after  nighty  rain- 
iug,  fre'.'ziDg,  cold  and  sapperleas  for  months,  the  soldiers  of  Wh 
armies  worked  till  death  or  the  ho^tal  demanded  them.  Strange 
enough  arc  onr  reflections  in  walking  about  those  zigzag  lines, 
where  so  many  have  perished  by  ezporare,  want,  and  the  sortie 
of  the  Ilusse.  Every  night  some  new  Tictims  were  added  to 
the  burial  list ;  and  yet  the  field  of  battle  has  ever  been  the 
fidd  of  jesting  with  the  actors.  Many  are  the  anecdotes  re- 
lated of  the  riflemen.  There  was  one,  a  crack  shot,  who  did 
not  relish  his  breakfast  unless  he  had  potted,  that  is  the  ho^ 
rible  term,  half  a  dozen  Russians.  Show  him  a  Rnssian,  no 
matter  how  far,  providing  he  was  within  range,  and  crack  went 
the  deadly  Minuic,  and  there  was  certain  to  be  one  less  of  the 
enemy.  The  Russians  have  contested  every  inch  of  gronnd 
upon  the  Crimea.  Step  by  step  they  hare  retired,  leaving 
naught  but  huge  graveyards  behind  them. 

Returning  by  the  Warrenzoff  road  again,  I  saw  the  huts  of 
the  thousands  of  encampments.  The  Sardinians,  the  French, 
and  the  English,  the  Turks  are  mostly  gone.  The  hill  country 
had  been  once  almost  as  fertile  as  the  plain,  and  the  plain  shows 
the  hillocks  of  the  vineyard  and  the  furrows  of  the  grain  fiekL 
The  Crimea  has  ever  been  the  garden  of  Russia.  Pelissier's 
headquarters  are  by  no  means  extensive,  and  Godrington  most 
certainly  did  not  live  in  a  palace.  Camp  life  is  far  from  pleas- 
ant. Give  uie  a  cabin  in  an  American  clipper,  in  preference 
to  the  8oUlior*s  table  of  the  Commander-in-chief.  General  Cod- 
rington  is  liked  by  both  armies,  but  Lord  Raglan  they  abuse 
even  in  his  grave.  The  French  and  English  are  not  friends. 
Peace  has  been  confirmed,  and  now  we  begin  to  see  the  national 
antipathies  come  out  I  know  it  must  be  so.  Centuries  of  en- 
mi^  cannot  be  cemented  so  soon.    Officers  and  soldiers  here 


■N0U8H   AND   FRBNOB. 


825 


are  fall  of  recrimioations,  and  it  is  painfal  to  see  how  soon  they 
hare  forgotten  that  they  hare  foaght  and  bled  together — that 
their  brother  comrades  are  buried  in  the  same  extensive  barial 
grounds.  Now  I  believe  they  would  fight  each  other  as  readily 
they  fought  the  Russians. 


CHAPTER   XXXVI. 

Balaklaya,  May  2,  lS56b 

How  BalakUva  Port  Could  have  been  Defended — ^What  it  is  and  what 
it  was— Our  Trade  with  England  and  the  East— What  the  En^idi 
and  French  Leave  to  the  RuaeianB — ^The  Glories  of  Sardinia.. 

Balaklava,  from  whatever  point  yoa  yiew  it,  is  strikiDglj 
picturesque.  The  bay  is  completely  landlocked,  like  the  harbor 
of  Port  Jackson  ;  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  is  so  carefully 
concealed,  that  the  first  navigators  of  this  wonderful  sea  must 
have  frequently  passed  the  high  border  land  without  discovering 
the  little  anchorage.  Approaching  Kadikoi  from  Kamiesch, 
the  little  bay  breaks  suddenly  out  of  the  mountains,  their  peaks 
projecting  high  above  the  shipping.  The  picture  is  strangely 
novel.  You  look  in  vain  for  some  outlet  for  the  water.  Naught 
can  be  seen  but  the  transport  fleet  and  the  masave  ranges  that 
enclose  it.  The  old  Genoese  fort  caps  the  tallest  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  is  in  a  fair  state  of  preservation.  Well  ouuined,  the 
little  Greek  town  of  Balaklava  could  never  have  been  molested 
from  the  water  side.  The  position,  like  the  Bosphoms,  is  a 
natural  stronghold.  Had  the  Russians  anticipated  the  arrival 
of  the  armies,  by  sinking  a  ship  or  two  across  the  mouth  of  the 
two  bays,  Kamiesch  and  Balaklava — it  must  have  entirely 
changed  the  tactics  of  the  allies  ;  but  it  might  not  have  been 
so  well  in  the  end  for  the  Russianc    The  hUl  country 
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the  anchorage  reminds  me  forcibly  of  the  nigged  ranges  in 
Palestine,  equally  sterile  and  equally  magnificent  in  their  dreary, 
cheerless  sterility.  There  is  the  same  everlasting,  ancnltiyated 
wilderness  of  rocks,  a  vast  fragmentary  collection  of  stone  and 
earth,  with  nothing  bnt  the  lillipntian  sheet  of  water  at  the  base 
^a  kind  of  Loch  Katrine  among  the  Trossachs,  or  Lake  George 
of  the  American  Highlands. 

Two  years  haye  hardly  gone  since  Balaklara  was  a  peasant's 
solitnde.  A  few  Greeks  and  a  few  of  the  more  enterprising 
Tartars  occopied  the  little  white  Tillage  of  Hooses  under  the 
moontain,  contented  with  their  peaceful  and  solitary  life.  What 
little  commerce  arose  out  of  the  cultivation  of  the  rich  plains 
in  their  vicinity,  and  in  the  supplying  Sebastopol  and  the  sur- 
romiding  township  with  fish,  was  amply  sufficient  for  the  suste- 
nanoe  of  the  small  community.  Russia  allowed  no  strangers 
to  fisit  the  towns  by  sea  ;  even  Russian  ships  were  not  permit- 
ted to  enter.  With  a  ukase  that  none  conld  break,  the  Emperor 
locked,  with  his  iron  hand,  the  gate  of  the  port  But  war  was 
declared ;  Eupatoria  did  not  answer,  and  when  the  army 
marched  across  the  Crimea  and  occupied  the  heights,  the  lock 
was  broken,  and  men-of-war,  steamships  and  merchantmen 
anchored  in  the  secluded  haunts  of  the  wild  fowl,  until  the  bay 
was  fioU,  a  hundred  ships  and  more.  There  are  eighty  here,  now, 
lyii^  88  thick  as  timber  in  a  yard  ;  and,  as  martial  law  reigns 
throogfaoat  the  Crimea,  every  lamp  must  be  out  at  ten  o'clock  ; 
for,  in  the  exciting  times,  it  would  have  been  terrific  to  have 
seen  the  devouring  element  consuming  their  only  means  of 
escape.  For  there  was  a  time,  before  the  Balaklava  and  the 
Inkennann  aflbirs,  and  by  some  afterwards,  when  intelligent 
mHitarj  men,  absent  from  the  theatre  of  action,  with  maps 
before  tfaeniy  conscieatioosly  believed  that  every  <^oer  and  sol- 
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dier  of  the  allied  army  woald  die  fighting  on  the  batUe  fidd, 
by  sickness  in  the  camp,  or  be  driven  at  the  point  of  the  bayoiiet 
into  the  sea.  Said  they,  **  What  can  brarerj  do  with  soch  un- 
equal odds — a  hundred  men  to  one — ^in  killing  these  Rnaoaut 
Tis  the  same  as  brnshing  mnsqnitoes  off  yoar  face."  "  And  as 
certain  as  the  snn  shines/'  was  often  remarked,  "  the  army  will 
perish  and  be  destroyed.  Disease  and  the  climate  will  hasten 
the  death  of  those  who  escape  the  cannon,  the  musket  and  the 
sword." 

Remembering  the  solitnde  of  the  Tartar  town  before,  yon  are 
the  more  stmck  with  its  bustling,  restless,  rattling  actirity  now, 
for  in  all  the  stirring  whirl  of  commerce  it  is  a  miniatore  Lon- 
don ;  ships  are  discharging  their  cargoes  of  grain  from  the 
Turkish  ports,  and  hay  and  provisions,  ammunition  and  the 
trappings  of  war  are  being  tumbled  out  as  if  the  siege  was  not 
finished,  the  peace  not  proclaimed.  It  seems  needless  expense, 
yet  for  want  of  some  one  to  give  an  order,  many  of  these  things 
will  be  piled  out  only  to  be  damaged  and  destroyed,  and  then 
forsooth  reloaded  and  taken  away,  perhaps  in  the  ship  that 
brought  them.  Every  day  steam  transports  are  arriving  with 
cattle  from  the  Sea  of  Marmora  and  other  places,  and  everyday 
I  see  them  swing  out  to  sea  dozens  of  them  that  have  died  npon 
the  voyage.  The  army  consumes  still  an  enormous  amoont  of 
fresh  stuff.  From  morning  till  late  in  the  day  train  after  tram 
of  cars  are  despatched  to  the  front  with  provisions  for  the  men, 
and  large  loads  of  grain  and  feed  for  the  horses  and  the  mules. 
Troops  are  continually  embarking,  but  thus  far  the  ranks  are  still 
fuU,  save  where  they  were  thinned  by  death.  Yesterday  two 
regiments  embarked  for  Canada,  in  the  Resolute  and  Simoon. 
The  Ninth,  Thirty  seventh,  Seventeenth,  Sixty-third  and  Sixty- 
second  are  under  orders  for  the  same  station — five  regiments  in 
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an  from  the  Crimea.  Like  the  Bermuda  fleet,  perhaps,  it  is 
another  shake  of  the  fist  at  Brother  Jonathan.  Never  mind  ;  let 
them  blow  ofif  a  little  of  their  disappointment  at  the  nnsatisfao- 
torj  resolt  of  the  war — ^in  London  editorials  against  America, 
and  in  grand  reviews  at  Spithead.  It  will  do  no  harm.  So  long  as 
oar  annual  international  commerce  amounts  to  some  one  hundred 
millions  sterling,  the  difficulty  between  England  and  America 
will  only  be  a  war  of  words  between  the  columns  of  the  New 
York  Herald  and  the  double  leaders  of  the  London  Times. 

I  have  found  much  amusement  in  roaming  about  the  wharves, 
for— 4on't  be  surprised — England's  industry  is  seen  wherever 
joa  may  care  to  look — wharves  and  piers  ;  warehouses  for  the 
different  regiments,  marked  and  numbered ;  boats  for  the  offi- 
cials ;  wagons,  carts,  barrows  and  all  the  English  contrivances 
for  transport ;  telegraphic  stations ;  a  floating  machine  shop, 
complete,  where,  in  time  of  action,  some  thirty  engineers  were 
employed,  sometimes  night  as  well  as  day,  repairing  the  instru- 
ments of  war — a  most  extensive  affair,  comprising  all  the  inge- 
nions  contrivances  of  modem  times,  put  up  in  England,  and 
■teamed  out  to  Balaklava,  where  she  has  done  the  army  no  little 
service  ;  and  by  and  by  she  will  steam  back  again  as  perfect  as 
die  came,  a  cariosity  well  worth  visiting.  The  French  at  Kam- 
ieach  had  small  portable  forges  arranged  in  long  sheds  on  the 
diore,  where  they  were  busfly  turning  out  bolts  and  staples  for 
the  carpenters  putting  up  the  stalls  for  the  cavahry  horses.  A 
little  farther  on  another  steamer  is  anchored,  as  far  up  the  bay 
as  the  water  permits,  a  beautifnl  boat,  and  this  was  the  floating 
bak^,  where  ship  bread  and  biscuit  were  turned  out  for  the 
army  by  wholesale,  another  instance  unknown  in  the  history  of 
a  siege  where  a  London  bakehouse  is  sent  out  under  steam  to 
bed  tlie  regiments  of  a  distant  war  commissariat    But,  extrar 
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ordinary  as  all  these  contriFances  may  appear,  they  fall  into 
utter  insignificance  in  comparison  with  the  Balaklava  railwaj. 
No  wonder  that  the  Tartar  peasants  and  the  Cossack  horse- 
men, with  eyes  and  month  ontstretched,  stand  gaping  at  the 
remarkable  spectacle  ;  no  wonder  that  the  Rossian  lady  and 
the  country  maiden  stop  their  oddly  enough  made  Tehicle,  with 
its  four  horses  abreast,  to  gaze  upon  so  strange  a  scene ;  no 
wonder  that  this  mushroom  community  fron^  ao  many  lands 
are  attracted  by  the  continual  rattling  of  several  locomotiTes 
over  as  good  a  railroad  as  you  can  find  between  the  towns  of 
England,  for  it  is  a  most  remarkable  sight,  England  going  to 
war  in  Russia  by  railroad,  and  one  of  her  own  constructions  at 
that.  More  than  anything  else,  these  wholesale  arrangements 
attract  alike  the  Russian  and  the  French,  and  when  we  reflect 
that  engines  and  engineers,  rails,  and  "  nayyies^  to  lay  them 
down  ;  sleepers  and  railway  carriages,  coal  and  all  the  necessi- 
ties for  a  complete  establishment  were  brought  out  from  Eng- 
land ;  the  road  graded  by  British  workmen  ;  the  stations  con- 
structed by  British  carpenters  out  of  British  material,  all  for 
the  transportation  of  ammunition,  provisions,  forage  and  the 
general  supplies  of  the  British  army,  from  their  port  of  am'Tal 
to  the  lines  in  front  ;  when  we  contemplate  all  these  things, 
even  those  who  have  just  arrived  from  all  the  tearing  activity  of 
the  West,  can  but  express  astonishment  at  the  substantiality 
and  enterprise  of  the  arrangements.  Some  say  that  the  road 
is  to  be  sold  to  the  Russians  ;  others,  that,  like  everything  else, 
it  is  going  back  to  England. 

Judging  from  present  movements,  the  English,  like  the 
Froi.cli,  do  not  intend  to  leave  anything  behind  them  but  their 
graveyards  and  their  remembrances.  Old  books  and  old  ani- 
forms,  broken  muskets  and  pieces  of  gun  carriages,  camion  from 
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the  Redan,  anchors  from  Sebastopol,  and  shot  and  shell  anlim- 
ited  cover  the  piers  ready  for  shipment.  Near  onr  ship  some 
thousands  of  the  Tartar  peasantry  are  piling  np  their  traps, 
and  several  transports  are  getting  np  steam  to  take  them  to  the 
colony  provided  by  the  Snltan.  Fearful  that  their  sympathy 
with  the  allies  will  bring  punishment  from  the  Rossians,  they 
gladly  accept  the  beggarly  hospitality  of  the  Turk. 

Ships,  as  I  before  observed,  are  daily  coming  in  with  supplies. 
A  day  or  two  since  the  Celestial  Breeze  arrived  direct  from 
New  York,  with  a  cargo  of  flour  for  the  English  commissariat, 
and  yesterday  she  was  so  fortunate  as  to  g^t  a  charter  from  the 
French,  for  two  months,  at  eighteen  thousand  francs  per  month, 
to  embark  horses  for  Algiers.  This  ship  and  the  Ocean  Her- 
ald, before  mentioned,  are  the  only  Americans  at  Balaklava. 
Everything  around  me  goes  to  show  the  gigantic  preparations 
for  the  next  campaign.  England  this  time  was  really  in  ear- 
nest. Her  army  appeared  at  the  review  before  the  Russian 
commander  in  a  complete  new  suit  of  uniform,  new  horses,  new 
mides,  new  suj^lies  of  ammunition,  new  huts  for  encamping ;  and 
a  most  liberal  supply  of  eatables  more  extensive  than  ever  be- 
fore fell  to  the  lot  of  armies,  has  been  supplied  in  extravagant 
profusion,  and  all  for  naught,  for  the  war  was  at  an  end.  The 
supplies  have  come  too  late.  England's  army  is  equipped  in  a 
Sunday  garb,  but  France  shows  her  poverty  in  the  camp.  The 
one  appears  fresh  and  ready  for  action,  but  the  other  looks 
seedy  and  nncared  for.  The  tables  are  simply  turned.  At 
the  commencement  the  French  shamed  the  English  in  all  their 
commissariat  arrangements,  then  they  had  plenty  to  eat  and 
drink,  good  tents  and  warm  clothing,  and  a  transport  corps  to 
carry  theur  wounded  from  the  field  and  their  dead  to  burial, 
while  RosselPs  account  of  the  English  camp  was  just  the  revets. 
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Now  tne  French  show  as  mach,  if  not  more,  exhaostioQ  than 
the  Rossians.  The  army  looks  needy  as  well  as  hungry,  and 
requires  an  entirely  new  outfit. 

Little  Sardinia  has  won  more  laurels  than  all  the  rest  in  h» 
fitness  for  war.  Her  little  army  of  15,000  men,  a  part  of  which 
have  embarked,  has  been  tue  admiration  of  all  Their  commis- 
sariat department  is  perfect,  their  huts,  in  construction,  material 
and  comfort,  are  superior  even  to  the  English.  Their  horses, 
their  artillery,  their  ambulance  corps,  all  show  efficiency  and 
thorough  organization.  The  officers  are  splendid  looking  fellows, 
and  the  men  are  strong  and  healthy.  Their  dress  is  most  be- 
coming, uniforms  all  new,  and,  rain  or  shine,  whereyer  yon  meet 
a  Sardinian,  you  can  but  notice  how  well  he  is  got  up.  Sardi- 
nia is  disgusted  at  the  peace,  so  is  England  ;  but  Russia,  France 
and  Turkey,  for  the  present,  are  satisfied ;  and  Austria  and 
Prussia  have  managed  to  ring  themselTCS  into  the  Pariaan  con- 
gress, occupying  an  important  part  without  a  spending  penny, 
all  of  them  uniting  in  talking  Lord  Clarendon  into  the  propri- 
ety of  signing  away  England's  right  of  search  on  the  high 
seas,  to  the  evident  disgust  of  the  British  public  and  the 
press. 


CHAPTER   XXXVII. 

Balaklaya,  May  4,  1866. 

The  Battle  Ground  on  the  Tcbemaja — General  Liprandi's  Last  Effort — 
Dangeroaa  Sport — Military  DrankenDefls  and  Boston  Rum — How  the 
North  Side  of  Sebastopol  Looks — Todtleben's  Energy — ^The  Diplomats 
of  Russia — ^English  Growlers  Abroad — ^Russian  Feeling  Towards 
France — ^Policy  of  Aostria  and  England — What  the  French  Say  to 
Americans  of  the  British — Republicanism  of  the  French  Army — ^The 
Losses  of  the  Russian  War,  ^ 

Anothkb  chapter,  and  I've  done  with  my  trip  to  the  Russian 
coast  Since  my  last,  I  have  ridden  over  to  the  battle  gronnd 
of  the  Tchemaya,  the  last  great  action  before  the  taking  of 
the  MalakoE  The  battle  was  fonght  earlj  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th  of  Aagnst  last,  and  a  more  desperate  attack,  under 
disadvantageous  circumstances,  could  never  have  been  made. 
The  Russians  mtended  to  surprise  the  French  camp ;  and  so 
sudden  was  the  movement  that  some  of  them  had  pushed  to  the 
very  door  of  Colonel  Adams*  tent ;  but  everything  was  against 
them,  cannon  from  several  batteries,  the  Sardinians  on  the  left, 
the  Piedmontese  dose  by,  the  Turkish  in  the  front,  and  the 
French  in  strong  numbers  on  the  right  and  directly  opposite — 
were  all  pointed  towards  the  only  place  where  the  Russians 
could  advance,  the  Tractir  bridge.  The  result  is  well  known. 
The  RussiaDS  were  mown  down  by  thousands,  like  the  bridge 
of  Lodiy  the  Tractir  was  helped  with  the  slain.  Every  discharge 
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of  grape  mcide  &  p&ssaze  through  the  Rbseuji  colamns ;  no 
braT-rrr  c.-uld  brta^i  sach  a  slaughter.  'Twrns  in  Tain  that 
Russian  offi'.-rrri  led  oa  ihcir  men,  the  artillerj  of  the  allies  tore 
eTtmhinz  before  it. 

TixK  RussLuLS  retired  with  terrible  loss,  disheartened  ;  and  three 
wi:^ks  later  tLtrj  lost  iiie  Maiakoff,  gare  np  the  Bedan,  boroed 
tiielr  citv.  and  retired  to  their  northern  fort&  The  whole  armj, 
mt'Q  aiid  horses,  and  the  swarming  followers  of  the  camp,  the 
aciire  garrison,  all  went  over  in  a  single  lught,  on  a  little  bridge 
of  boats,  one  of  the  most  remarkable  eracnations  ever  recorded 
iu  the  records  of  war  !  The  attack  of  the  Tchemaja  was  the 
last  resoorce  of  Liprandi.  His  army,  inactlTe  on  the  heights, 
wished  to  be  led  on  :  and,  desperate  as  was  the  movement,  they 
boldiv  crossed  the  Tractir  bridge,  and  were  defeated  with  frightr 
fnl  loss.  Save  the  small  battery,  the  English  did  not  appear  at 
this  engagement.  Minnie  rifle  balls,  and  shell,  many  of  whidi 
are  nnexploded,  and  balls  of  various  sizes,  still  lie  thick  apon 
the  battle  field.  An  officer  on  the  field  the  day  of  battle  said 
he  saw  sixteen  Russians  lying  dead  in  one  smaU  circle,  and  the 
fragments  of  a  shell  in  their  midst.  One  discharge  had  killed 
them  all.  My  companion  picked  up  several  pieces  of  skoll,  one 
of  which  had  two  rifle  balls  lodged  in  it.  Sentinels  were  sta- 
tioned on  the  bridge.  Marshal  Pelissier  has  forbidden  any 
FrcDchmao  to  cross  without  an  order  from  headquarters,  bat 
there  is  now  no  restriction  for  the  English. 

It  is  very  dangerous  to  play  with  the  nnezploded  shells.  The 
other  day  four  soldiers,  under  the  inflaence  of  liquor,  thoo^t 
they  would  amuse  themselves  by  touching  a  lighted  segar  to  the 
remains  of  an  unbumt  fuse  of  a  forty-eight  pounder  ;  but  it  was 
a  serious  joke  to  them.  The  shell  burst,  killing  three  on  the 
•pot  and   mortally  wounding  the  fourth.      By  the  way,   the 
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dmnkennesB  here  is  frightful,  the  men  of  both  armies  make 
beasts  of  themselves  when  they  get  upon  a  spree.  Lately  I 
have  seen  more  French  lying  dead  drunk  on  the  field  than  Eng- 
lish. The  English  say  that  the  French  invite  them  over  to 
their  camp  and  get  them  drank,  and  then  rob  and  beat  them. 
When  yon  talk  with  a  French  soldier  the  ring  is  on  the  other 
finger.  Bat  the  truth  must  be  told  :  the  drunkenness  is  occa- 
sioned by  "pure  New  England  rum/'  marked  Boston,  U.  S.  A. 
At  Elamiesch  I  saw  it  tiered  seven  barrels  high  in  a  large  artil- 
lery park,  and  at  Balaklava  the  supply  was  equally  extensive. 
It  is  the  wine  of  the  officer  and  the  brandy  of  the  soldier,  which 
ever  you  please.  It  was  taken  into  the  trenches  and  was  sold 
io  the  camp.  At  Katikoe,  in  the  cafis^  dt  in  the  lines  in  front, 
American  rum  has  been  the  chief  popular  drink  of  the  army. 
An  American  house  at  Constantinople,  with  a  branch  in  Bos- 
ton, has  obtained  the  contract,  and  money,  they  tell  me,  has 
been  coined  in  the  speculation.  What  will  Neal  Dow  say  when 
he  leams  that  Boston  rum  stimulated  the  French  when  they 
iprang  into  the  MalakolT,  and  stirred  up  the  English  at  the 
Bedao,  that  Boston  rum  is  the  only  spiritual  medium  of  the 
Orimea. 

I  woold  not  have  omitted  my  excursion  to  the  north  side  for 
considerable,  it  has  given  me  altogether  another  view  of  the 
Basrian  strength.  Why,  there  are  some  twenty  or  thirty 
Mamelons,  Malakoffs  and  Redensal  earthworks  on  the  same 
gigantic  scale  are  thrown  up  on  every  commanding  position. 
The  genius  of  Todtleben  is  seen  on  every  hand,  wherever  a  gun 
cu  bear  upon  an  enemy,  he  has  placed  one.  The  ravines  and 
■oontains  all  along  that  side  are  leviathans  in  their  way,  and 
bold,  indeed,  must  be  the  army  that  dare  attack  the  bristling 
hiatioiis  that  command  all  the  approaches.    You  can  have  lit- 
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tie  idea  of  the  wonderful  natural  strength  of  the  Rqhub 
position  ;  and  what  nature  had  failed  to  do,  Todtleben  aocom- 
plished.  I  am  not  speaking  of  Fort  Constantioe  and  the  stOM 
fortifications  commanding  the  entrance,  these  have  already 
spoken  for  themselves.  The  Agememnon  of  the  British  naTj 
bears  awaj  the  marks  of  what  thej  could  do.  I  do  not  mean, 
either,  the  Star  forts,  so  extensive  and  so  powerful,  I  only  allude 
to  the  new  bastions,  the  new  earthworks  thrown  up  all  along 
the  high  land,  near  the  head  of  the  bay,  for  miles  ;  cannon 
pointing  in  all  directions.  With  any  kind  of  a  garrison,  no 
army  that  the  allies  could  have  sent  would  have  taken  that  nde 
of  SebastopoL  It  is  all  nonsense  to  say  that  the  allies  have  had 
it  all  their  own  way.  All  sides  can  but  admit  that  Russia  has 
played  well  her  part  of  the  game.  The  war  has  been  confined 
to  her  extreme  frontier,  and  every  foot  of  ground  has  been  con- 
tested by  her  army.  After  three  great  battles  thej  commenced 
to  fortify,  and  you  know  the  sequel.  The  earthworks  withstood 
every  attack,  and  the  alh'es  were  growing  uneasy  until  by  a 
lucky  stroke  the  French  dashed  into  the  Malakoff,  which  proved 
to  be  the  key  of  Sebastopol.  Before,  the  Redan  was  supposed 
to  be,  and  all  remember  the  terrible  losses  of  the  repulse  on  the 
anniversary  of  Waterloo  ;  but  Neil  came  out  from  Paris,  and 
his  eagle  eye  detected  at  once  the  mistake.  They  tried  the 
Malakofif,  took  it  and  held  it ;  and  then  came  the  destructiOQ 
and  evacuation  of  SebastopoL  Any  one  who  stands  upon  the 
spot  can  but  express  astonishment  at  the  ra{»ditj  with  which  so 
large  a  garrison  crossed  over  on  so  slender  a  path  to  the  other 
side.  Once  there,  what  could  be  done  7  Their  forts  imme- 
diately opposite  commanded  all  the  approaches  and  every  part 
of  the  city  ;  the  allies  entered,  but  could  not  remain,  only  a  few 
sentinels  were  stationed  there.    The  Russian  g^uns  poured  down 
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their  iron  hail  eyen  apoa  the  Malakoff  and  the  Redan.  What 
then  could  the  allies  do?  Take  the  north  side?  Never? 
Starvation  was  the  only  way,  they  most  do  what  the  Russians 
did  at  Ears.  And  what  general  woold  attempt  so  wild  a 
scheme  ?  It  would  require  a  larger  army  than  the  allies  had 
to  spare  to  cut  off  Perekop  ;  and  that  was  their  only  chance, 
for  I  am  willing  to  stake  ten  to  one  that  none  of  them  could 
have  obliged  the  Russians  to  give  up  their  stronghold  so  long 
as  they  had  a  horse  left  to  feed  upon  ;  and  I  saw  that  the  hills 
were  covered  with  cattle.  I  have  talked  with  several  Russian 
officers.  They  seem  disappointed  at  the  peace,  they  wish  to 
have  another  trial,  they  told  me  what  I  saw  for  myself :  that 
each  fort  commanded  its  neighbor  in  the  front,  and  when  one 
was  taken  they  could  retire  to  the  one  in  the  rear,  thus  gradu- 
ally wearing  out  the  patience  of  the  besiegers.  The  English 
papers  may  say  that  Russia  was  used  up ;  but  where,  I  ask, 
has  she  not  made  good  her  cause  ?  In  the  Baltic,  in  Carcas- 
sia,  in  Asia  Minor,  Petropaulowski,  at  Castro  Bay,  on  the 
Crimea,  Russia  has  a  right  to  claim  the  acknowledgment  of  a 
brave  and  wonderful  defence. 

In  diplomacy,  Nicholas  with  Seymour,  and  Count  Orloff  at 
Paris^  she  is  equally  at  her  ease.  Alexander,  in  his  manifesto, 
does  not  seem  humiliated.  Napoleon  himself  said  that  he  had 
not  been  humbled.  Russia  is  satisfied  with  the  peace  ;  and 
well  she  may  be,  for  England  commenced  with  boasting  and 
ended  by  giving  up  her  right  of  search.  Just  at  the  moment 
her  army  and  navy  were  so  efficient  she  is  now  ready  for  war, 
and  being  ready,  she  signs  a  peace  which  must  break  the  pre- 
sent Ministry.  Through  Australia,  China,  India,  wherever  I 
met  an  Englishman,  peace  was  howled  down  ;  and  now  the 
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docnmcuts  lias  been  signed,  England  rescrres  her  beredituy 
privilege  of  growling. 

Sebastopol  is  a  ruin,  admit  it ;  the  docks  are  destroyed — 
admit  that  also  ;  bnt  what  is  that  ?  Can  they  not  be  rebuilt  ? 
The  city  can  soon  be  thrown  together  again,  and  as  for  the 
docks,  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  wonld  make  them  as  good 
as  new.  They  say  the  Black  Sea  fleet  has  been  sank  ;  but  the 
last  mail  also  says  that  Russia  is  allowed  the  pririlege  of  rusing 
the  Ships  and  taking  them  through  the  Bosphoms  to  the  Bal- 
tic. So  much  for  the  damage  on  the  Crimea,  so  much  for  the 
results  of  this  fiimous  contest,  a  patched  np  peace,  and  a  strange 
uncertainty  enveloping  the  future.  France  and  Russia  seem 
lately  to  have  a  sneaking  fondness  for  each  other.  Napoleon 
will  probably  go  up  the  Neva,  and  Alexander  will  have  to 
visit  France  to  kiss  the  baby.  A  treaty  has  been  signed,  and 
that  which  is  given  to  the  world  looks  very  plausible.  Bat  who 
can  tell  us  of  the  secret  papers  that  have  passed  between  the 
representatives  of  the  nations  7  Great  things  are  often  done 
on  the  sly.  Lord  Palmerston  knows  a  thing  or  two,  and  per- 
linpH  Russia  has  got  more  than  the  British  public  and  the  worid 
is  allowed  to  read. 

Remember  the  secret  articles  between  Alexander  and  Napo- 
leon at  the  treaty  of  Tilsit.  May  there  not  be  some  equally 
good  understanding  between  their  imperial  successors  f  It 
would  almost  seem  so.  Diplomacy  at  home  has  been  working 
the  oracle,  and  France  and  Russia  may  yet  be  pitted  agunst 
Austria  and  England,  their  object  the  division  of  Turkey. 
When  we  remember  that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  the  Em- 
peror Alexander,  after  Waterloo,  walked  arm  and  arm,  showing 
the  good  will  of  their  respective  armies  and  respective  nattonSi 
into  Paris,  and  together  shed  tears  at  the  graTe  of  Josephine 
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at  FoQtaineblean,  need  we  be  surprised  to  find  France  and  Ros- 
sia  as  firmly  allied,  the  one  to  revenge  his  ancle's  fate  at  St. 
Helena,  the  other  to  gratify  a  long  concealed  revenge  and  na- 
tional hatred  and  jealousy  against  the  flag  of  a  thousand  years  7 
The  armies  in  the  Crimea  are  by  no  means  friendly.  The  Eng- 
lish and  Sardinians  are  more  together,  but  the  French  keep 
aloof  from  John  Bull,  and  Russia  never  fails  to  cut  his  acquain- 
tance. The  Russian  officers  whom  I  have  met  occasionally 
g^ve  a  low  growl  at  England  and  Austria,  praising  the  French 
and  abusing  the  Turks,  in  fact,  all  abuse  the  Sultan's  troops. 
They  have  forgotten  Ears  and  Silistria  and  several  other  im- 
portant engagements,  where  Turkey  maintained  her  ancient 
fame.  I  can't  bear  them  ;  yet  am  willing  to  give  the  beggars 
their  due.  The  world  looks  at  their  stampede  from  the  redoubts 
at  Balaklava,  and  forgets  other  deeds  of  unmistakable  bravery. 
I  don't  think  the  Turkish  army  has  credit  for  all  it  has  perform- 
ed. All  in  the  Crimea  abuse  the  Turks,  English,  French  and 
Russians  ;  the  Russialis  abuse  the  English,  and  the  English  and 
French  abuse  each  other. 

With  Americans,  standing  on  neutral  ground,  the  French 
open  out  without  reserve.  A  day  or  two  since  I  breakfasted 
in  the  French  camp  ;  fourteen  officers  of  high  rank  at  the  dejeur 
mar,  and  several  Russians.  We  were  four  hours  at  the  tabic — 
A  regular  Parisian  entertainment.  When  the  wine  began  to 
drcQlate,  England  and  the  English  were  the  text  for  the  jest 
and  the  satire.  They  give  them  credit  for  nothing.  They  say 
that  they  have  always  been  a  drawback  ;  never  up  to  time,  a 
perfect  drag  upon  the  French  army.  Now,  this  is  all  nonsense  ; 
baty  however,  I  can  only  repeat  what  I  heard  at  the  French- 
Bum's  table.  To  sum  up,  in  the  language  of  the  Zouave  col- 
ood  : — "  The  English  were  too  late  for  the  Alma  ;  the  English 
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were  asleep  at  lokermano  ;  the  EDglish  were  mad  at  Bakkkfa ; 
the  English  ran  from  the  Redan  ;  and  at  the  Tchcmaya  not  an 
Englishman  was  to  be  seen."  Snch,  in  short,  are  the  Tiewi  of 
the  French  officers  regarding  their  braTe  allies ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  no  love  has  been  lost  The  English  officer,  in  hit 
cold  national  reserve,  says  less,  and  when  he  does  speak,  is  more 
gu.irdi*d  ;  but  you  cau  but  notice  a  cold  sneer  at  the  champagne 
style  of  the  French,  a  quiet  hate  as  natural  as  it  is  oationaL 
It  is  evident  they  do  not  like  each  other.  It  is  the  same  with 
the  soldiers  ;  several  fights  hare  already  occorred,  and  one  or 
two  have  been  killed.  If  they  shonld  once  get  at  it  on  a  large 
scale,  it  would  be  difficult  to  check  the  ^meute,  for  dlscipUne^ 
since  the  peace,  is  none  of  the  best.  The  Frenchmen  also  laj 
that  this  war  has  shown  them  a  close  yiew  of  England's  mamiff 
of  fighting,  and  by  and-by  they  will  profit  by  it. 

There  is  one  thing  I  have  noticed,  far  and  wide.  The  offioeti 
of  the  French  army  itself,  do  not  like  the  Emperor.  They  an 
red  republican  to  the  back  bone,  and  the  moment  that  wine  goes 
freely  round,  out  comes  the  "  MarseUaise.''  Napoleon  knows 
this,  and  hence  new  expeditions  are  being  formed  to  keep  the 
disafTeetcil  regiments  out  of  France.  Seyeral  regiments  are 
soon  off  for  Madagascar,  and  the  SiOaaTes  and  ChassearB  d'Aff- 
rique  go  to  Algiers.  Pelissier  is  not  popnlar  with  his  army, 
and  the  French  Emperor  is  silently  hated.  There  most  be 
something  looming  in  the  future.  A  word  more  and  yoor  Gri- 
menn  correspondent  resigns  his  pen  to  abler  hands.  I  am  glad 
that  I  have  been  one  of  the  men  to  visit  Sebastopol,  the  great 
battle  stage  of  the  present  century,  where  some  fire  nations 
have  acted  their  blood  thirsty  parts  before  an  audience  of  the 
world.  Thus  far  few  Americans  have  been  here,  and  onless 
they  get  down  soon,  they  will  have  to  come  in  a  priTate  yacht 
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or  make  their  waj  down  yia  Moscow  and  Perekop,  for  the  com- 
miinication  will  be  shortly  stopped 

I  bad  forgotten  to  mention  that  the  Russians  are  neyer  tired 
of  showing  their  friendliness  for  the  Americans.  The  yonng 
Prince  before  alluded  to  invited  me  to  the  hospitality  of  the 
Russian  camp  at  Baalbec,  and  promised  to  go  with  me  to  Sim- 
pheropol,  but  my  time  did  not  permit.  He  says  that  the  army 
received  10,000  Cdt's  reyolyers  from  America,  through  Prus- 
sia, and  that  there  were  nearly  five  hundred  engineers  and  doc- 
tors, all  Americans,  in  the  Russian  ranks.  Another  officer  also 
obeerved  that  there  were  twelve  ships  being  constructed  for 
Russia  in  the  American  dockyards ;  but  of  course  I  don't  be- 
lieve these  stories,  I  only  mention  what  I  am  told.  The  Eng 
lish  say  that  we  are  altogether  Russian  in  our  feeling,  alluding 
to  the  revolver  business  ;  but  they  forget  that  individuals  ship- 
ped gunpowder  from  New  York  to  London,  and  that  Ameri- 
can clippers,  for  a  small  consideration,  were  kind  enough  to 
take  down  troops  and  ammunition  for  England's  august  ally. 

To-night  I  embark  for  Constantinople  by  a  steam  transport ; 
and  in  taking  my  last  glance  at  the  field  of  battle,  I  can  but 
again  contemplate  the  fearful  loss  of  life  arising  from  the  war. 

Directly  and  indirectly,  a  million  of  men  have  gone,  in  the 
awful  moment  of  crime,  to  meet  their  Maker.  The  heads  of 
lamQies  numbering  five  millions  have  been  lopped  off,  and  or- 
phans and  widows,  beggars  and  cripples  are  once  again  added 
to  the  swelling  list.  Never  before  has  been  recorded  such  ter- 
rible mortality.  The  recital  of  the  facts  sickens  the  heart.  So 
much  misery  I  And  what  has  been  accomplished  ?  Nothing. 
Europe  is  darker  than  ever  before,  and  clouds  heavy  and  som- 
bre bang  over  her  convulsing  politics,  concealing  under  the  de- 
oeptare  garb  of  peace  the  thunderbolt  that  is  ambushed  within. 
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COyCLUDING  CHAPTER  TO  A  SIX  MOKTHS  TOUR. 

Retro«pectiT«  glances;  Arrirftl  in  Londoxfc^Refleetion»— Australian  !•* 
luezrjbrarjce*.  Melbourne.  Sydney  aud  Tawntnia — "Dxt  Spiee  Iilandi 
—rjhiii*— India  and  Voyage  to  Egypt— The  ]>eMrtr-The  DdU  and 
tLe  Vyrun.'uh — Alexandria  and  itf  Old  Anoeiationfl — Joppa  to  Jcn- 
galeiij — h»'tb]«Iierij — B.blical  Memuri«>i — ^Port  of  Ana  Minor — Island! 
of  the  I^evant — Stamboul  and  the  Bospborns — ^Tbe  Euzinc  and  the 
Crimea — Modern  War — Sebastopol — Kameisch  and  lialatdara — Re- 
turn via  the  Ionian  Ulanda — Landing  at  Trieste — Austrian  Bayonets 
niid  Austrian  ICsj»ionage — Continental  toar — No  time  lost  in  passing 
through  the  lleruibphere 

LoxDOX,  May  22,  I856w 

LosnoN  at  last,  can  it  be  possible  that  I  am  so  near  my  Dative 
land  !  That  dear  country  froDi  which  I  had  been  so  long  awnj ; 
dearer  than  ever  to  mc,  for  now  I  know  its  worth.  I  haye  seen 
the  world  and  much  that  in  it  moves  ;  but  never  did  I  love  mj 
mother-land  as  now.  Comparison  with  other  conntrii'S,  only 
makes  me  more  boastful  of  tlie  flag,  place  them  side  by  side  and 
far  above  them  all  yon  will  find  my  own.  The  young  Ameri- 
can, never  can  appreciate  his  country  till  he  has  been  abroad, 
until  he  has  sailed  in  distant  seas,  and  slept  in  foreign  climes.  I 
nni  once  again  in  London,  and  when  I  remember  the  aboriginal 
races  that  I  have  met,  I  feel  even  here  at  home,  for  what  are 
Americans  but  Englishmen  left  to  themselves  7  Islanders,  Ada- 
tics,  Africans  and  EuropeanB,  hare  no  commonity  of  feeling 
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with,  and  all  widely  different  from  the  children  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  father,  and  I  am  glad  once  more  to  find  a  similar  coa- 
tome,  a  similar  language,  and  a  similar  worship  to  mj  oym. 
Meet  an  Englishman  in  a  foreign  soil,  where  the  habits,  customs 
and  religion  of  the  native  shows  absence  of  civilization,  where 
the  mind  is  even  darker  than  the  skin,  and  the  American  tourist 
is  sure  to  hail  him  as  a  brother. 

Six  years  have  wrought  their  changes  since  last  I  saw  this 
wonderful  pivot  on  which  the  world  has  turned  for  centuries, 
but  London  is  still  the  same.  A  few  new  streets,  a  few  new 
buildings,  a  few  new  scenes,  the  removal  of  the  Crystal  Palace, 
may  alter  a  feature  in  its  face,  but  to  me  'tis  the  same  old  Lon- 
don which  I  knew  before,  with  its  teeming,  restless,  riding,  walk- 
ing, writing,  thinking,  sleeping,  dressing,  eating,  drinking,  bust- 
ling millions  ;  with  its  peasants  and  its  palaces,  its  poverty  and 
its  peers,  its  piety  and  its  pickpockets,  its  pensioners,  its  poli- 
tics, and  its  press,  London  is  still  the  same  1  What  a  world  of 
history  is  written  every  day  and  every  hour  in  this  great  city. 
Even  minutes  have  their  eventful  dramas,  and  audiences  to  see 
them  acted,  births,  marriages,  deaths,  all  are  occurring  while  I 
write — from  the  cradle  to  the  coffin,  the  scene  continually 
changes,  misery  and  crime  are  searing,  corroding,  damning  the 
consciences  of  the  poor,  while  the  rich  roll  on  in  endless  luxury ; 
perhaps  no  happier  in  the  romance  of  their  wealth,  than  those 
,  who  grind  out  from  day  to  day  the  terrible  realizatiou  of  want. 
A  stranger  in  London  is  almost  as  isolated  as  a  Hermit  in  a 
wild^mess,  no  one  cares  for  him,  none  notice  him,  he  passes  on 
and  returns  again,  at  sea  with  himself  for  being  lonely  where 
all  is  life,  for  London  is  a  wilderness,  an  ocean  of  Humanity 
But  I  am  not  a  stranger,  for  I  am  familiar  with  its  features, 
and  yet  I  ahnost  feel  lost  in  liondon,  for  its  magnitude  startles 
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-T-v  :  ..-  ^;  -  1.  Iz-LiL.^  I  .•akcnuT  :^euii&  viuc  I  hav?  ^ne^ 
-V ..-:...-  ■    —  ..  _  r  T  _:  I  _477»  iL--mnpiIaiieiL  Lee  ae  review 

i-.i-il.-j  r  :.-.-  irT  L£-:  .f'-r^i  xnmlitid  .  I  «▼  >,»▼  York 
--mr  .  IT  ■-:•*".-  =;.  -.  :ai=r-i  "Ue  Ine.  .uoifcfd  i:  jiii  Cum  Hofc 
lut:  liUiir-:  ii  ~~'  -^  ra  'uta  ::ime  jari  TQrk.  iiori  liTiiur.  ^ni 
"Im^..  iiii'^:  !  - >r^.  i.: :.  .mmise'iuni  I  find  M^ihoone  vu  to 
i»-  -..t:  i-'.y  -r  f  1  ni::':-^  3;izua  Tfiwae  mmiiood  waa  rwoff- 
liZfrfi  -ii  ■.-.  :;:'au«:~  Ti-L-r;  "jo^-^r  ▼!»  in  it^  z<cui  ajid  coUea 
luiic*--.  i/i.:  T  :i...*r  -:r':ir-ri-=  laii  ?aaid  zrjwii  wcoLi  sooc  tstoo- 
-s:;  *.•:  r.:i^.7  .r.r.i,.r.  ^^i,;  73  looie  oid  i^raer.  vh<>!e  broad 
:<.»ua.p.  j:  ::  -jiiTii  17  "jit*  Atjiaui:  Oi!«tta.  I  saw  tfae  gold 
fltviiH  !.;«:    i'lTi  I  -¥'>n:  f<:me  me  laniiRti  aod  seTenrr  feet  od 

m 

Mh  BsL^iLira:.  itt^o  icvi  ji  ':iie  bow-ia  of  :iie  Eureka  to  find 
v.ier-:  .i:»^^  I'-.i:  :Je  rjiiL  I  looiLdd  aLca:  me  and  sav  hov 
wjir:  -;.i:  f.:..;.  ^lOT  r^T  'iie  labopirs.  :br  half  a  nuUiiaa  maT  earn 
a  .!Tr:;..,«;f;  Tv;-,::  "ilie  -biv-ii  and  the  pick.  I  cotxoed  the  thriv- 
ir-ar  •o'F.".Hi.!r«.  ".lie  ¥iia,tzirs  and  ±e  sh'fep  :  I  saw  agricaltaral 
Ur.*:.".  Ti;:;r;r  :or '.i.*^  r'Armer's  indosayr  and  then  I  went  to 
^.j'lr.ftj  ar.rl  ^izeii  wi'h  startled  wonder  i^kmi  its  rock  bonod 
^at^vaj,  ir.^  rM^a:;fiiI  harbor,  its  handsome  cLtj.  I  appreciated 
t.  .f,  ho-r;ir.aIir.7  of  :he  Governor  General,  and  Sir  Charles  Nichol- 
fton  oi^iwA  vride  hia  house.  I  remember  with  pleasure  the  trip 
V,  ramirnatta^and  learn  with  sadness  that  joong  Fitzror,  mine 
ho'ft,  threw  hiii  life  away  in  the  trenches  of  the  Redan).  Lear- 
'in^  New  Sonth  Walen,  I  saw  Tasmania,  the  moontains  on  its 
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banks  and  Hobart  Town,  I  liked  the  social  life  I  found  there, 
and  cannot  forget  the  courtesy  of  the  GoTemor,  Sir  Henry 
Tonng  and  his  beautiful  wife  ;  for  Government  House  was  open- 
ed wide  hy  yonng  Britannia  ;  I  entered,  and  thought  how  often 
had  Sir  John  Franklin  had  the  same  grand  halls ;  but  now 
who  knew  his  fate — first  in  the  Southern  ocean,  and  then  the 
North,  where  he  loses  himself  forever.  Through  the  island 
conntry  seats  of  loyal  Englishmen,  over  roads  made  perfect  by 
the  convicts  labor  to  Launceston,  where  the  Tamar  guides  the 
shipping  to  the  port  of  Georgetown — so  much  have  I  seen  of  the 
Anstralias.  I  have  seen  more,  an  American  clipper  is  ashore, 
and  a  Boston  lady  is  wrecked  upon  a  desolate  bit  of  land  in 
Baso's  straits,  with  a  Lascar  crew,  a  shepherd  and  a  convict 
servant,  with  snakes,  kangaroos,  and  isolation  ;  I  got  the  news 
— ^I  did  not  like  the  journey  ;  but  there  was  a  woman  to  be 
rescued.  And  then  I  saw  King's  Island,  where  ship  after  ship 
has  been  driven  ashore  and  where  a  thousand  lives  have  offered 
op  a  prayer  for  a  light  house.  Yes,  I  have  seen  something  of 
New  Holland. 

Long  ago  I  have  seen  the  several  States  of  my  own  country, 
lived  at  the  north,  and  seen  the  last  of  all  my  family  die  at  the 
iOQth  ;  but  it  was  years  ago,  when  I  left  a  mother,  father,  and 
three  sweet^sisters  to  be  eaten  up  by  the  Cranship,  in  a  dismal 
and  watery  graveyard  upon  the  Mississippi's  banks  in  New 
Orleans.  Several  times  by  steamboat  and  by  rail  I  looked 
about  my  home,  and  passed  some  days  in  all  the  Canadas, 
crossed  the  Atlantic  in  steam  packet  and  in  sailing  ship,  and 
lived  for  months  in  England,  long  enough  to  like  the  people  and 
aj^iredate  their  worth,  local  prejudices  were  strong  when  I 
landed.  But  a  warm  and  cordial  welcome  gave  me  a  taste  for 
En^Uui^s  hospitality.    I  will  never  again  trust  to  books  to  nn- 
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derstaDd  a  nation's  character.  Actiye  in  bosinesB  while  there^ 
yet  finding  time  to  visit  its  classic  lakes  where  poets  most  do 
congregate,  its  cities,  its  grand  old  castleSy  its  moniunents  and 
its  works  of  genius  and  of  fame :  and  saw  something  of  Ireland, 
of  Scotland  and  of  Wales. 

I  saw  the  Queen  at  Balmoral  in  the  highlands,  and  Prince 
Albert  in  the  Kill,  just  after  he  had  shot  a  back ;  and  the 
Premier  presented  me  to  Lady  Russell  at  Braemaer.  I  saw  the 
Tromocks,  Loch  Katrine  and  Melrose  Abbey,  and  still  remem- 
ber the  evening  passed  with  the  Dnke  of  Devonshire  at  the 
George,  on  the  banks  of  the  Menai  in  Wales.  His  aatograph 
to  visit  Chatsworth  whenever  it  might  suit  my  pleasure,  is  sUll 
in  my  possession.  I  saw  his  beautiful  Palace  and  was  satisfied, 
from  Aberdeen  to  Dover,  from  the  Tabular  Bridge  to  the  Crys- 
tal Palace,  I  luxuriated  in  the  land,  and  then  I  saw  the  Con- 
tinent and  laughed  and  lived  afresh  when  I  got  to  Paris.  But 
all  this  was  years  ago.  Having  then  seen  what  I  could  of 
America,  of  England,  and  of  Australia,  where  our  sixty  millions 
of  Anglo-Saxons  delight  in  astonishing  the  eight  hundred  mil- 
lions of  aboriginals  which  the  world  contains.  I  wished  to  see 
something  more  of  human  life,  and  to  ascertain  if  it  were  possi- 
ble to  find  a  better  place  to  live  and  die.  I  have  failed  to  find 
one.  Well,  then,  let  me  see,  I  was  in  Melbourne  \%  November 
last  (being  entertained  at  a  public  dejeuner,  by  English  gentle- 
inQh  who  doubted  the  propriety  of  my  celebrating  our  national 
anniversary  by  a  public  diimer  some  three  years  since),  I  was 
in  Melbourne  and  homeward  bound,  what  should  I  do  ?  Return 
around  Cape  Horn,  a  three  months'  voyage  by  water.  No  I  I 
cun  do  better,  I  will  go  into  other  countries,  look  hard  at  what 
I  see,  and  listen  attentively  to  what  I  hear  ;  remember  all  that 
is  new  to  me  and  book  it.     I  have  done  so,  and  yoa  most  par- 
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don  the  egotism  that  drives  a  man  into  print,  'Us  a  failing  of 
onr  race,  bat  as  I  bare  written  all  tbese  letters  incog,  I  may 
escape  praise,  bat  not  censare,  or  may  pass  under  the  table  on- 
noticed.  Yon  will  perhaps  give  me  credit  for  indostry,  as  well 
as  vanity,  for  to  write  so  many  pages  on  board  of  noisy  steam- 
ers with  half  a  regiment  of  sacking  babies  at  yonr  elbow,  cannot 
be  the  fruit  of  idleness.  I  have  been  the  rounds  of  a  six  months' 
trip.  At  the  start  I  wrote  you  what  I  expected  to  do.  Have 
I  not  accomplished  the  task  7  Let  me  sum  up  the  records  of 
six  months  among  the  natives. 

In  November,  I  remember  of  seeing  the  woody  highlands 
on  the  Australian  coast,  hanging  on  for  days  in  the  face  and 
eyes  of  a  screaming  norther,  the  same  that  dismasted  the  Fly- 
ing Arrow.  I  have  bought  spring  chickens  and  plantains  at 
Anjer,  eaten  mangosteen  and  drunk  ice-water  at  Batavia,  lunch- 
ed at  the  kingly  palace  of  the  Dutch  governor  at  Buitenzorg 
in  Java,  passed  through  the  straits  of  Sunda  to  look  at  the 
village  of  Minto,  the  tin  mines  of  the  Island  of  Banca,  and 
the  spice  groves  of  Sumatra;  gathered  pine-apples  at  three 
cents  a  dozen,  walked  through  nutmeg  plantations,  and  seen 
the  native  girls  bathe  at  Singapore — talked  opium,  missionaries 
going  up  the  China  seas,  and  wandered  through  the  streets  of 
Hong  Kong,  surprised  at  its  rapid  progress  ;  but  I  was  home- 
sick in  the  desolation  of  Macao,  and  bluer  still  while  gazing  at 
the  cheerless  burial  ground  at  Whampoa.  Promenaded  about 
the  Factory  gardens  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  evening  at 
Canton,  and  joined  in  boating,  billiards  and  routs,  making  the 
acquaintance  of  its  merchants,  its  bankers  and  its  ladies  ;  steam- 
ed ten  knots  against  the  monsoon  up  the  China  coast,  up  that 
monster  River  the  Yang-tze-Eiang  to  Woosung,  where  opium 
ihipe  use  cannon  as  an  argument,  still  fbrtber  up  this  wonderftil 
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ri^er  to  Shanghae,  where  silks  and  green  teu,  and  diipB  and 
iznfiorts,  make  active  in  their  season,  DKrcbants  who  lire  like 
princefl,  aud  appear  to  relish  life  in  ChiuL  Disappointed  in 
jOLj'in^  mjr  respects  to  the  Emperor  of  Japan  bj  the  noo-arriTal 
of  the  ''  Greta/'  a  stateroom  is  offered  me  bj  a  Canton  merchant 
whose  ciipfier  u  bound  down  the  coast,  so  in  company  with  the 
Boston  bojH,  Heard  and  Gray,  we  came  down  finking  ;  saw 
Nirig[>o  iri  tiie  diiitaocc,  passed  up  the  River  Min  withoat  meet- 
ing the  "  Orieutala''  fate,  and  anchored  at  the  Pagoda.  No 
pirates  crosaod  our  track,  but  the  Tartar  Viceroy  of  Foo^ow- 
foo,  whose  ^>eg^arly  aid  Sttruck  down  my  coolie  boy.  This  is 
whf^re  I  saw  the  Black  Tea  shipments,  the  Commandant  Fish- 
ing, and  thf;  huge  «pittoou  of  oar  Coosol  (like  that  long  necked 
j:ir  of  the  crane  in  the  fabh: ).  Did  not  stop  at  Amoy,  bnt  saw 
the  Swatau  fleet  iouding  .slaves,  who  embark  as  passengers,  bnt 
do  not  find  the  mistake  till  they  land  in  Cuba  and  South  Amer^ 
ica. 

I  looked  again  at  Hong  Kong  and  hurried  down  at  Singa- 
pore in  nn  opium  clipper  steamer,  sailed  past  Penang,  np  the 
Buy  of  Bengal,  into  the  Hoogly,  and  then  I  saw  Calcutta.  An 
Indian  lifr-,  and  watched  the  Indian's  customs,  while  I  lived  and 
mixed  with  Europeans,  who  opened  for  me  the  rooms  of  the 
Bengal  Club.  I  saw  that  most  unusual  sight  two  live  Governor 
Generals  at  one  time  in  India,  and  there  were  Indian  Princes, 
and  Indian  Kings  at  Lady  Canning's  ball,  whose  wealthy  do- 
mains England  has  kindly  relieved  them  of,  a  philanthropy  pe- 
culiar to  our  Anglo-Saxon  mother.  I  boated  np  the  riyer  to 
the  Government  Palace,  and  saw  the  government  park,  and  the 
governor's  menagerie,  and  in  Calcutta  saw  the  di^;nsting  forms 
of  Hindoo  worship.  Continuing  my  jonmey  I  saw  Madras  and 
•topped  long  enough  to  be  disgusted,  bnt  not  sufficient  time  to 
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see  its  maDj  beaotifal  residcDces  back  of  the  wide  and  nninyit- 
ing  seaport.  Bought  indian  jewehy  from  Trichinooopoly,  and 
was  amazed  at  the  sight  of  a  Catamaran,  harried  on  to  Ceylon, 
and  killed  mosquitoes  as  big  as  an  ink  bottle,  at  the  mansion 
house  at  Point  de  Galle,  bat  did  not  think  mach  of  the  Cinna- 
mon grores,  a  standing  sell  to  the  orerland  passenger.  Spent 
forty  dollars  in  singular  bracelets  made  of  amber  and  tortoise 
shell,  talked  East  Indian,  when  the  Nabia's  party  spoke  of 
American  shivery,  and  argned  the  point  of  annexation  in  India 
a  blessing,  in  America,  a  crime  I  My  fellow  passengers  all  con- 
sidering the  political  fillibnstering  seizure  of  Oode  a  master 
stroke  of  pdicy  with  the  late  Lord  Dalhousie.  Slept  four  in  a 
room  all  the  way  to  Aden,  having  a  son  of  the  Pariiamentary 
debater,  the  hite  Lord  Erskine  as  a  chnm.  Stopped  a  day  on 
the  Arab's  shore  to  coal,  and  saw  the  natives  dive  for  sixpence, 
and  the  encampment  where  the  Sepoy  Regiment  goard  the 
sterile  rocks  of  Aden  against  the  Arabs. 

Quicker  and  faster  we  are  moving  on,  up  the  Bed  Sea's  hot 
waters,  but  saw  no  foot  prints  of  Pharaoh  or  his  hosts,  no  chariot 
wheels,  no  ancient  Colt's  revolver  or  Minnie  rifle  in  the  sand  ; 
watched  with  singular  interest  the  Arab  caravan  as  the  Pil- 
grims prayed  and  resumed  their  march  to  Mecca,  and  counted 
a  thousand  Camels  going  between  Suez  and  Cairo  ;  am  not  sur- 
prised at  the  mutinous  behavior  of  Napoleon's  army,  for  the 
desert  ride  is  terrible  to  the  nerves.  Passed  through  the  land 
of  Abraham,  of  Isaac  and  of  Jacob,  and  gazed  on  All's  tomb. 
All  this  I  saw,  and  then  those  other  wonders  of  the  world,  so 
dark  with  age  and  mystery,  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt  more  astonish- 
ed me  than  anything  yet  which  I  have  seen  ;  but  I  hastened  on, 
leaving  the  Nile,  lower  Egypt  and  Cairo,  through  the  fertile 
TaUey  of  the  Delta,  through  the  inland  towns  of  mud  and  filth, 
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dis^stcd  with  sore  eyes,  sand  and  fleas,  the  hambng  and  imad 
of  the  land,  till  we  got  to  Alezaodria,  where  Cleopatra's  needles 
reminded  me  of  Caesar's  amoars,  and  Catacombs  and  Pompey's 
pillar  covered  another  historic  era.  Once  more  I  am  off,  and 
this  time  for  Syria  and  Palestine  ;  I  saw  Joppa  and  Ramlah, 
and  Jerusalem,  plucked  thorus  from  off  the  bush,  where  Pontius 
Pilate  crucified  Christ,  gathered  fruit  upon  the  Mount  oi 
Olives,  and  flowers  in  the  garden  Gethsemane.  I  saw  the  Holy 
Sepulchre  on  Mount  Calvary,  and  the  tombs  of  David  and  of 
Absalom  and  of  the  Judges — ^the  Brook  Kedron,  the  valley  of 
Jehoshaphat,  the  tomb  of  Lazarus  and  Mary's  Well,  and  walked 
through  the  Via  Dolorosa,  and  saw  the  site  of  Solomon's  tem- 
ple. And  then  I  rode  to  Bethlehem  and  saw  stars  still  sbinii^ 
brightly  over  the  shepherds  of  Judea,  and  beautiful  women 
with  simple  attire  were  there,  and  further  on  was  Jordan  and 
its  memories,  the  Dead  Sea,  and  Jericho  and  GalUIee  ;  I  saw 
the  Manger  Cradle  in  the  Sepulchre,  but  did  not  profit  by  the 
mummery  of  the  Priest.  I  went  again  to  Ramlah  and  placked 
lilies  in  Sharon's  valley,  and  oranges  in  the  groves  of  Joppa. 
Then  I  tried  the  Austrian  steamer  and  found  an  Italian  Prince, 
an  Irish  Peer  and  a  nobleman  of  France  at  our  table.  I  saw 
Blount  Cannel,  Napoleon's  Hospital,  and  Acre  and  Beyront ; 
was  entertained  by  an  Egyptian  sovereign  in  European  style, 
anil  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  Harem's  inmates,  peering  down 
u})on  the  dancers.  With  Arab  horses  in  company  with  a  Lon- 
don banker  I  rode  o'er  hill  and  valley,  and  there  were  the 
cedars  of  Lebanon,  and  beyond  them  was  Damascus  ;  then  we 
vis'.ted  Lattakia  and  Lamarca  in  the  Island  of  Cyprus,  and 
went  to  Alexandretta,  and  Messina,  and  then  to  Rhodes  where 
the  Templar  Knights  were  once  and  all  powerful,  and  anchored 
at  Lucyma  a  claimant  for  the  nativity  of  Homer-   went  over 
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to  Bornabat,  and  picked  oranges  ont  of  the  parlor  windows  of 
my  friend,  ordered  some  fifty  boxes  of  figs  as  presents  for  home 
oonsomption. 

I  hope  you  are  not  fatigued  for  there's  more  ground  yet  to 
coyer,  for  continually,  we  are  passing  new  scenes,  island  after 
island  filled  with  history,  wild  and  terrible  history.  There  was 
Patmofi,  and  I  forget  the  name,  but  the  place  is  memorable  for 
the  brutal  slaughter  of  the  Greeks,  120,000,  not  forty  years 
ago  were  scattered  by  the  Turk  ;  one  thousand  only  escaped  to 
tell  the  damning  tale  I  And  this  is  that  Turkey  for  which  the 
allied  armies  have  dressed  themselves  in  a  mourning  garb. 
Other  lands  of  note  I  passed,  islands  of  which  the  Levant  is 
full,  covered  with  foliage,  bandits  and  windmills,  and  then  to 
Tripoli,  Gallippoli  and  the  Dardanelles,  and  after  the  Sea  of 
Marmora.  I  saw  the  mosques  and  university  and  all  that  makes 
the  picturesque  in  old  Stamboul,  and  there  was  Constantinople 
and  Pera  and  the  Bosphorus,  that  dark  and  silent  river,  that 
covers  the  ruin  of  many  a  fair  and  lovely  maid  ;  and  I  saw  the 
Tillages  on  either  side,  and  the  transport  fleet,  and  Scutari's  hos- 
pital, all  was  strange,  all  was  novel ;  but  not  as  strange  as  rep- 
resented in  the  books,  not  as  beautiful  as  writers  would  make 
us  believe,  the  real  features  are  swallowed  in  fancy.  Why  don't 
tourists  stick  to  truth,  for  exaggeration  spoils  the  effect  ?  From 
the  capital  of  the  Turk,  I  steamed  through  the  Black  sea,  and 
landed  in  the  Crimea,  to  be  astonished  at  the  magnitude  of 
modem  warfare. 

There  were  five  monster  armies,  and  all  that  gives  them 
strength.  How  different  from  a  land  at  peace.  Eamiesch,  with 
its  army,  fleet,  and  its  village  of  huts,  and  Balaklava,  a  little 
mountain  lake,  uncomfortably  packed  with  shipping  ;  Balak- 
lava, where  a  nation  went  to  war  by  railway,  and  Sebastopol 
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ID  its  Lorrlble  desolation,    and  tlie  Redas  witli  ita  aJckcning 
memories,  and  the  Malakofi^  and  then  there  waa  Inkennami, 
aud  the  Alma,  and  the  plunge  of  the  last  of  the  CaidigaBX  ud 
the  Tcbeniaja,  and  Baalbec  and  Simpberopol — all  these,  aad 
then  the  return  through  the  Modem  pas ;  tbrongh  the  lomta 
Lsland-s  where  we  saw  Sck)  with  its  quaint  old  dtj,  and  Corfii, 
with  its  frowning  cannon,  pointed  bj  an  English  garrison — past 
Athens,  immortal  Athens,  the  land  of  fable  and  of  fiune,  the 
home  of  renegade  Greeks,  of  robber  hordes  ;  for  law  oontinned 
against  a  long  sojourn,  past  Lord  Bjrou^s  grave  where  he  wrote 
bis  own  requiem.     Up  the  Adriatic,  near  the  classic  grounds  of 
Italy,  till  we  saw  Trieste  and  shuddered  at  the  Anstrian's  dee- 
I>otic  swaj.     We  anchored,  and  Austrian  officers  waited  upon 
us  ashore  under  Austrian  bayonets,  examining  our  baggage 
with  an  Austrian  incirilltj,  and  watching  ns  as  though  we  had 
been  guilty  of  some  political  crime  ;  from  the  hoar  I  landed 
till  I  left  the  frontier,  passing  on  through  Oratz  to  Vienna^  and 
from  Vienna  into  Germany,  I  was  never  at  liberty ;  I  knew 
that  Austrian  police  were  ever  near,  and  the  never  ceasing 
checking  and  counter  checking,  signing  and  counter  signing  of 
my  passport,  told  of  their  damnable  system  of  espionage,  by 
which  thank  God,  England,  and  my  own  country  have  never 
been  cursed.   From  Austria,  through  German  states,  into  Bmn- 
elly,  and  then  to  France,  through  continental  dties  full  of  paint- 
ings and  sculpture,  with  history  written  in  blood,  till  we  reach  a 
free  air,  and  land  at  Dover  ;  and  here  I  am,  in  London,  in  time 
for  the  peace  illuminations  and  the  Derby. 

I  have  thus  run  through  the  way  stations  of  a  six  months 
tour.  This  will  show  you  what  can  be  accomplished  by  the 
clipper  ship,  the  steamboat,  the  railway  car  and  the  Arab's 
horse.    Tis  a  long  journey,  expensive  and  fatiguing,  but  most 
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faistractiTe  ;  though  whirling  along  so  rapidly,  I  hare  dagnereo- 
tjped  npon  the  memory,  what  I  hare  seen  of  the  singolar  ens- 
toma  and  manners  of  aboriginal  tribes  ;  all  of  them  are  taught 
to  worship  a  supreme  being,  but  'tis  the  heathen  homage  of  un- 
enlightened intellect  Wherever  I  go,  money  is  the  ruling  power, 
the  passion  giving  birth  to  all  the  forms  of  crime.  In  this  re- 
spect there  is  a  wonderful  resemblance.  The  New  Hollander, 
the  Javanese,  the  Malay  tribes  of  Borneo,  the  Japanese,  the 
Klings  from  Coromandel,  the  Chinese,  the  Siamese,  the  natives 
of  Manilla,  the  Bengalee,  the  Hindostanee,  the  Burmese,  and 
the  many  tribes  of  India  ;  the  natives  of  Ceylon,  thei  Bedouin 
Arab,  the  Egyptian,  the  Nubian  and  the  Syrian,  the  Armenian 
and  the  Turk,  the  Russian,  the  Persian  and  the  Greek,  and  the 
many  natives  of  the  continent,  are  not  unlike  the  Englishman 
and  the  American  in  this  respect ;  all  seem  to  look  out  for  self, 
number  one,  before  the  million  ;  the  Jew  and  the  Gentile,  the 
Catholic  and  the  Protestant,  the  Christian  and  the  Infidel,  the 
Greek,  the  Turk  and  the  followers  of  Bhudah  and  Confucius, 
are  not  so  different  as  one  might  suppose,  for  in  self-preserva- 
tion and  love  of  money,  there's  a  wonderful  likeness  to  us  all. 
I  have  seen  them  on  their  own  soil  in  their  many  colored  gar- 
ments, and  heard  them  talk  their  tower  of  Babel  languages. 

In  all  these  lands  there's  a  wonderful  respect  for  England,  her 
army  and  her  navy  is  everywhere,  notwithstanding  the  Baltic 
and  the  Black  sea  fleet,  she  seems  to  have  a  man-of-war  at  every 
port.  No  wonder  Englishmen  are  so  proud  of  their  country, 
for  no  other  nation  has  done  what  she  has  done ;  a  little  Island 
by  itself,  England  sends  her  martial  airs  into  every  comer  of  the 
world.  Go  through  the  Oriental  sea  and  you  will  find  English 
charts  and  English  surveys,  of  every  harbor,  every  bay,  every 
river,  every  channel,  every  port  of  water,  ^l«x^  ^ssiaKftsst^^ 
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could  be  introdaced.  Od  land  it  is  the  same,  h»  geographical 
knowledge  is  wonderful.  With  credit,  with  capital  and  with 
steam,  she  has  for  a  loug  time  ruled  the  finances  of  the  world ; 
but  she  has  giveu  birth  to  a  powerful  riyal,  America  is  still  at 
full  speed,  while  Euglaud  has  stopped  to  coal !  We  are  now 
neck  and  neck  in  commerce.  Where  shall  we  be  thirty  jean 
hence  ?  In  going  from  land  to  land,  one  prominent  fact  the 
tourist  is  sure  to  note  ;  whererer  you  find  an  English  man^ 
war,  you  will  most  likely  see  an  American  clipper  merchantman, 
and  wherever  you  see  an  English  Consulate,  there  you  will  find 
an  American  merchant.  England  knocks  down  the  g^tes  of 
stubborn  nations,  as  in  China,  and  America  walks  in  and  takes 
the  toll  of  commerce.  John  Bull  fights,  Jonathan  negotiates, 
but  will  fight  if  occasion  demands  it. 

But  'tis  bad  taste  to  provoke  each  other  to  another  trial  of 
strength.  Just  now  diplomacy  seems  of  war,  and  Palmerston 
is  disgusted  with  Marcy.  The  horizon  is  as  black  as  an  ink  bot- 
tle. I  don't  know  which  is  to  blame,  my  sentiments  haye  always 
been  "  my  country  right. ^^  I  will  now  amend  them,  and  say 
"  right  or  wrongs  my  country  I"  I  hope  that  all  may  yet  be 
well,  for  self-destruction  is  tejrible, 

"  Though  oceans  roll  between  ni,  oiur  lands  are  far  apart, 
Though  rival  mothers  bore  us,  we  are  brothers  still  at  heart ; 
Let  us  think  upon  the  ancients  blood,  that  circles  in  oar  TeiD% 
And  drain  the  cup  of  fellowship,  while  yet  a  drop  remains. 

So  here's  a  health  to  hallowed  Albion,  the  jewel  of  the  sea. 
And  her  daughter,  fair  Columbia,  the  happy  and  the  free; 
Long  may  their  sons  their  praises  sing,  in  friendship's  jovial  ttraiai^ 
And  drain  the  cup  of  fellowship  while  yet  a  drop  remaintw" 
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CHAPTER    I. 

Off  Pobt  Pbilip,  on  boabo  ship  ) 
Bavaria,  May  21,  1858.  \ 

Mr  Dkar  Oolonkl  : — ^The  promises  of  the  past  and  the  in- 
clinations of  the  present  prompt  me  to  give  yon  a  digest  of  an 
Australian  Yoyage.  Stale  and  unprofitable  as  is  the  subject  of 
an  ocean  letter,  it  may  be  worth  the  perusal  of  those  who  have 
a  touch  of  the  "  yellow  fever,"  and  are  about  expatriating  them- 
lelves  to  the  "  land  of  promise." 

Some  four  months  ago,  having  made  ap  my  mind  to  step  out 
of  Broadway  into  Five  Points — or  in  other  words  to  leave  a 
"  bed  of  roses,"  perchance,  for  a  "  couch  of  thorns," — I  volun- 
tarily laid  upon  the  altar  of  youth's  desire  for  change  the  many 
sacrifices  of  all  the  happy  associations  of  my  boyhood's  home 
to  seek  my  fortune  under  the  golden  rays  of  Albion's  brightest 
star.  So,  full  of  adventure  and  the  novelty  of  the  enterprise, 
I  surrendered  myself  to  the  excitement  of  preparation.  Gount- 
ing-house  ''  ikxins  "  were  purchased,  cleriks  engaged,  drculan 
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distributed,  trunks  packed,  and,  what  was  most  importanti 
bills  were  paid,  before  I  took  my  last  dinner  at  the  Winthrop  1 
when,  with  a  light  heart,  1  gave  a  farewell  look  at  my  oatiTV 
city,  received  a  parting  ''God  bless  you"  from  many  kind 
friends  and  well  wishers,  (which  I  shall  cherish  in  kind  remem- 
brance with  the  hope  that  the  cordial  grasp  of  the  hand  at  my 
departure,  Deo  volente,  I  may  feel  again  on  my  return)  bade  one 
more  long  good  bye  to  those  I  love,  secured  a  late  copy  of  the 
Post,  got  into  the  cars  just  as  the  TVain  was  leaving,  jumped 
on  board  the  Bavaria  at  New  York,  stopped  two  days  at  qua^ 
antine  windbound,  weighed  our  anchor,  spread  onr  canvas,  and 
notwithstanding  a  full  ship,  drawmg  twenty-eight  feet,  here  W6 
are  off  Port  Philip  in  92  days. 

Fortune  has  favored  us  with  good  winds,  and  we  have  made 
the  most  of  them.  We  drove  a  capital  bai^in  out  of  the  trader 
twenty-three  days  the  north  casters  gave  us  to  the  line,  thirty-fire 
of  the  south-casters  carried  us  to  the  Gape,  when  the  variables 
took  us  in  clipper  time.  The  weather  was  "  n-e-v^r  i-e-^-^-e-r," 
save  in  the  first  week  out,  when  we  had  it  so  "  rough  ^  'twas 
fortunate  it  found  us  "  ready."  This  was  the  only  gale  thtt 
made  our  acquaintance,  and  we  had  so  much  of  it  that  we  did 
not  wish  an  introduction  to  another.  It  was  of  the  kind  thtt 
drives  a  landsman  to  the  conclusion  that  a  sailor  earns  his  wasres. 

Hardly  had  the  excitement  of  departure  darkened  into  the 
simple  fact  of  our  being  fairly  out  at  sea,  and  t)ie  thoosand 
incidents  of  the  shore  been  reproduced  on  the  brain,  when  the 
winds  did  blow,  the  snow  descended,  the  waves  did  roll  and  beat 
upon  our  gallant  ship,  and,  I  do  assure  you,  great  was  the 
motion  thereof  I 

Oh  that  awful  storm  !  how  well  I  do  remember  it  From 
Saturday  night  till  Monday  morning  wrapt  in  the  entangled 
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sheets  of  a  stateroom  bedstead,  I  brooded  upon  the  "  change 
that  come  over  the  spirit  of  mj  dreams."  Yesterday,  laxariat- 
iDg  upon  the  pleasures  of  anticipation  at  home  ;  to-daj,  dying 
while  ringing  the  changes  of  a  villainous  realization  in  mid  ocean. 
Early  in  the  evening  we  heard  the  order  given  to  take  in  sail 
Woold  to  God,  we  thought,  that  they  could  reduce  the  motion 
also  I  but  it  was  not  so  *'  nominated  in  the  bond."  We  could 
only  put  our  trust  in  Him,  to  use  a  Gromwellism,  and  keep  our 
staterooms  dry.  There  we  were  lying  to  in  a  heavy  cross  sea, 
momentarily  expecting  an  affectionate  embrace.  Nature's  sweet 
restorer  fled  our  presence,  although  we  all  would  have  consigned 
ourselves  to  Morpheus  at  a  high  commission,  but  sleep  was  not 
to  be  had  at  any  price.  Good  gracious  I  Look  at  our  position. 
The  maddened  winds  were  blowing  wild  cats  through  the  rig- 
gings, and  we  heard  nothing  but  the  dismal  bowlings  of  the 
fHghtened  waves,  the  hoarse  creaking  of  the  shaking  masts,  the 
rubbing  of  the  chafing  gear,  the  trumpcd-toned  orders  of  the 
fatigued  officers,  and  the  faint  "aye,  aye,  sir,"  of  the  half 
drowned  seamen,  the  booming  of  some  intoxicated  sea  against 
ourside  light,  determined  to  come  in  whether  good  looking  or 
Dot,  the  hollow  death  rattle  that  told  in  living  language  the  sad 
mortality  of  the  poultry  cages,  (for  like  dead  pill  makers,  many 
of  our  ducks  had  ceased  to  quack,  and  the  geese  whose  patri- 
otic ancestors  did  so  much  for  Rome,  were  not  equal  to  their  own 
salvation.  The  staving  of  watercasks,  and  the  smashing  of  crock- 
ery, the  shipping  of  seas,  and  the  unshipping  of  cargo,  all  re- 
minded me  of  the  friends  I  had  left  behind  me,  in  particular,  and 
of  the  mutability  of  human  life  in  general.  Sacrilegious  as  was 
the  thought  at  such  a  moment,  the  Irishman's  prayer  came  into 
my  mind,  when  in  a  similar  predicament,  where  be  appealed  to 
an  the  powers  above  and  below,  separately  and  all  together,  fcr 
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aid,  saying  he  had  never  tronbled  'em  mach,  and  if  thej  would 
let  him  off  aisj  this  time  he  would  never  trouble  'em  again,  and 
I  could  not  help  laughing  heartilj  at  the  remembrance.  As  I 
lay  in  my  figure  of  four  attitude,  I  speculated  upon  the  chances 
of  my  little  bedstead  outliving  the  storm  I  A  most  amusiDg 
cotillion  occurred  between  trunks,  bandboxes,  bathing  tubs, 
washboards,  pitchers,  &c.|  all  moving  under  some  mysterious 
impulse.  Here  a  small  delicate  Chinese  workbox  proposed  a 
polka  with  the  valise,  and  the  clothes  bag  led  off  the  hatboz  in 
a  Schottische  I  Trunks— forward  and  back — ^pitchers  cross  over 
•—change  partners — back  to  places — ^bathing-tub  and  bandbox 
lead  to  the  right — balance — washbowls  ditto — tip  over,  smash 
up  and  change  hands  with  the  pitchers — all  promenade — grand 
right  and  left  I  Next,  two  trunks  cross  over  and  pitch  into  the 
bedstead — leave  one  of  them  on  the  top  of  madam^s  best  boih 
net — right  and  left  with  the  other — change  with  the  broken 
washbowl — all  back  to  places — all  belay — ^luff  and  bear  offl 
Scene  closes  with  a  grand  tableaux  of  delightful  confusion  ! 

After  some  thirty-six  hours  of  uncompromising  nightmare 
and  unconquerable  sea  sickness,  I  followed  the  Defenders  advice 
to  Col.  Hayue  and  took  an  observation  I  Behold  a  miracle  I  my 
bed  was  standing  I  No  Roman  wall  could  have  withstood  such 
a  furious  battery.  I  got  a  peep  at  the  sky  ;  the  clouds  had 
disappeared.  I  saw  the  ocean  ;  the  waves  were  trembling  with 
their  last  night's  spree  ;  and  cutting  up  a  swell  that  would  have 
disgusted  a  Broadway  dandy.  The  winds  had  bottled  up,  in 
part  their  bellowing.  The  ship  had  found  her  natural  positicHi, 
and  was  ploughing  through  the  water  something  like  a  ha^ 
pooned  whale.  I  looked  about  the  room.  Had  all  the  imps 
of  Pandemoniiun  jomed  in  the  dance  of  the  preceding  night  it 
could  not  have  looked  in  a  more  disordered  state.    The  floor 
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was  covered  with  the  spoils  ;  my  best  beaver,  a  five  dollar  cas- 
tor firom  Rhodes' — was  as  flat  as  your  hand  ;  one  of  my  boots 
only  hove  in  sight,  and  that  was  filled  with  small  pieces  of 
lemon  peel,  bits  of  apple,  cracker,  etc,  which  I  could  have 
Bwom  I  had  eaten  a  day  or  two  before  ;  my  inexpressibles  were 
shoved  between  two  tmnks ;  my  coat  I  extricated  from  the 
washstand,  and  finally,  Herculean  as  was  the  task,  I  completed 
my  toilet  I  Althoogh  not  a  spiritual  medium,  I  am  somewhat 
fond  of  my  glass,  so  I  gave  one  look,  it  was  enough,  'Httlebat 
Titmouse  could  not  have  looked  worse  after  his  third  trial  of 
the  hair  dye.  My  delicate  Indian  complexion  had  been  trans- 
formed into  a  villainous  Chinese.  A  settled  disgust  was  painted 
over  our  features,  but  an  unsettled  state  of  things  was  still  upon 
my  stomach.  The  ''  capillary  substance  on  the  summit  of  my 
cranium "  flared  out  like  a  chesnut  burr.  In  the  language  of 
the  inmiortal  Christy,  *'  each  particular  hair  stood  on  end — 

like  tquilU  upon  the  speckled  torpentine.** 

I  went  into  cabin  and  there  met  with  other  spectral  forms, 
who  did  stare,  and  gape  and  yawn,  but  none  laughed.  Out  of 
three  and  twenty  passengers  there  were  but  two  at  the  break- 
fust  table,  one  at  each  end.  The  captain  gave  orders  to  close 
up.  Nuf  zed.  I  was  bold  enough  to  swallow  a  bowl  of  mush 
mod  milk,  which  could  not  have  found  its  way  back  again  quick- 
er if  it  had  been  shot  out  of  a  gun. 

Some  days  passed  before  "  Richard  was  himself  again,"  and 
having  no  desire  to  tax  our  patience  further  to-day,  would 
most  respectfully  request  permission  in  the  morning  to  resume 
my  homely  journal 


CHAPTER   II. 

Oft  Post  Philip,  on  boaxd  Ship  ) 
Bavaria,  May  22,  1853.  ) 

I  GAVE  yoa  yesterday  the  Alpha  oC  my  voyage,  bat  6nd  lit- 
tle worth  record hig  in  the  Omega.  Had  we  overhaaled  some 
dismasted  ship  ;  or  even  had  oar  own  misfortunes  obliged  as  to 
make  some  foreign  port,  I  woald  have  pledged  myself  for  • 
thousand  incidents  that  might  have  arrested  yoar  attention. 
But,  thank  God,  no  such  painful  duty  awaits  me.  A  long  voy- 
age furnishes  but  few  items  worth  ''  making  a  note  on.''  An 
occasional  sail  on  the  horizon's  verge,  a  school  of  porpoises, 
hopping  up  like  "  baby  jumpers,''  under  the  bow,  the  parvena 
ugliness  of  the  pupils  of  a  blackfish  school,  in  comparison  with 
the  beautiful  symmetry  and  more  patrician  aspect  of  the  maoj 
colored  dolpliin,  as  unlike  as  cloud  and  sanshine,  the  whizzing 
past  of  a  flying  fish  in  the  calm  latitudes,  or  a  whale  spouting 
in  the  distance,  the  scooping  of  a  gull,  the  heavy  roll  of  an  alba- 
tross, or  the  more  graceful  flight  of  a  stormy  petrel,  is  all  we 
have  at  sea  to  relieve  its  monotony.  There  seems  to  be  as  many 
species  of  birds  on  the  ocean  as  there  are  kinds  of  heather  in 
the  moors  of  Caledonia. 

One  hundred  days  is  a  long  while  for  those  who  have  led  an 
active  life  to  be  cooped  up  in  the  limited  space  of  a  poop  deck. 
No  matter  how  agreeable  our  companions,  we  manage  to  get 
heartily  tired  of  them  before  we  land.     Thej  wear  like  a  new 
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coat  for  a  little  while,  bat  soon  become  threadbare.  The  only 
thing  that  is  not  monotonous  is  the  setting  of  the  san.  Had  I 
any  poetry  in  my  composition  I  would  try  and  paint  the  picture, 
but  I  should  find  it  as  difficult,  I  fear,  as  it  was  for  Copper- 
field  to  sleep  with  "  one  eye  open  I "  There  can  be  but  one 
thing  that  will  bear  comparison  with  such  a  flood  of  beauty, 
and  that  is  when  it  rises.  It  may  be  my  imagination,  but  I 
fancy  that  the  view  is  more  gorgeous  in  the  Southern  Ocean 
than  in  the  North  Atlantic.  Night  after  night  I  have  watched 
his  disappearance  below  the  horizon,  and  wondered  how  an 
atheist  could  gaze  upon  such  a  picture  and  doubt  the  existence 
of  a  God  !  No  two  evenings  does  it  appear  to  me  the  same — 
one  day  we  have  all  the  landscape  scenery  that  ornaments  the 
Hudson,  commingled  with  the  stalactite  beauty  of  a  Kentucky 
caye  by  candle  light,  while  the  next  resembles  more  the  inde- 
scribable richness  of  a  myriad  of  rainbows,  connected  together 
by  the  most  enchanting  scenes  that  the  fancy  can  furnish. 

The  resolutions  made  in  good  faith  on  shore  to  follow  some 
particular  study,  or  learn  another  language,  or  in  carrying  out 
any  definite  project,  soon  fall  through.  The  mmd  will  not  be 
burdened  with  too  much  matter  of  fact. 

Perseyerance  will  assist  you  for  a  while,  but  that  soon  slacks 
the  rein.  Books  I  found  the  best  time-killer.  Let  me  advise 
those  who  are  not  contented  with  the  pleasures  of  home,  but 
must  needs  wander  off  to  unknown  lands,  caring  more  for  the 
•*  bird  in  the  bush"  than  "  in  the  hand  " — to  provide  themselves 
with  a  spare  trunk  full  of  such  companions.  A  judicious  selec- 
tion of  standard  works  are  a  luxury  on  shipboard,  that  bear  a 
priceless  value  to  the  lover  of  reading.  Works  of  the  lighter  sort 
are  the  most  palatable.     Seldom  will  the  most  enthusiastic  stu- 
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dent  care  about  diving  far  into  the  mjsteries  of  "  Butler's  An- 
alogy "  or  "  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations "  when  on  the  ocean. 

Arguing  with  ''  John  Bull  ^  that  it  is  as  essential  to  look  after 
the  physical  as  well  as  the  mental  appetite,  let  me  soggest  to 
the  Australian  voyager  the  propriety  of  packing  np  a  few  lax- 
nries  to  be  opened  after  he  has  passed  the  Rabicon  of  sea-sick- 
ness I  A  few  drums  of  figs,  a  jar  or  two  of  pmnes,  a  good 
assortment  of  jellies  and  preserves,  some  sardines  and  cider,  a 
dozen  or  so  of  soda  water,  some  oranges  and  lemons,  and  a  pack- 
age of  that  thin  home-made  gingerbread  will  never  come  oat  of 
place,  no  matter  how  well  the  ship  is  furnished.  There  is  a  pe- 
culiar taste  to  such  delicacies  between  meals  that  joa  cannot 
appreciate  at  home.  Tlien  having  provided  yonrself  with  what 
ye  shall  eat  and  what  ye  shall  drink,  'tis  well  to  get  that  where- 
withal ye  shall  be  clothed  I  You  will  find  that  a  few  dozen  of 
seventy-five  cent  shirts  and  some  Oak  Hall  thin  coats  and  pants 
will  suit  the  outer ,  as  well  as  the  above  laznries  will  the  tfUKr 
man! 

The  entertaining  resources  of  the  most  prolific  pas8ei^;er  are 
soon  exhausted.  Before  we  lose  the  northern  trades,  every 
man  has  discharged  the  anecdotes  with  which  his  memory  is 
loaded,  and  sung  his  last  song,  and  waits  patiently  with  Mr. 
Micawber  for  "  something  to  turn  np  I"  Our  amusements  are 
easily  enumerated.  Shuflleboard  was  most  resorted  to — a  game 
combining  exercise  with  pleasure,  played  with  qnoits  and  qoe 
on  a  chalked  plan  like  children's  "  tit  tat  too,"  counting  fifteen 
each  way — familiar  to  most  sea-going  trayelers.  The  fish  lines 
were  frequently  thrown  over  for  dolphin  and  other  bipeds,  bat 
one  shark,  an  ugly  looking  customer,  was  the  only  trophy  taken. 
We  were  more  successful,  however,  with  the  feathered  tribe, 
having  several  alabatross  on  the  deck  at  a  time,  some  of  which 


▲   TARIXTT  OF   AXUSUIKNTS.  365 


mefURired  twelre  feet  from  wing  to  wing.  The  captain  says  he 
has  seen  them  twenty,  They  are  a  qneer  looking  bird,  having 
ahiUsa  long  as  a  French  innkeeper,  and  a  foot  like  a  cabbage 
leaf !  The  first  officer  also  threw  the  harpoon  into  a  porpoise, 
which  we  soon  hanled  on  board,  and  a  day  passed  qnickly  off 
with  the  excitement,  like  Paddy's  Bnllfrog  it  seemed  the  four 
kinds  of  m&eX,  fish,  flesh  fowl  and  mackerel !  I  thought  it  qnite 
palatable,  resembling  yenison  more  than  anything  else. 

In  the  hot  latitudes  most  of  ns  Inznriated  in  a  salt  water  bath 
under  the  bow-pnmp,  a  treat  which  we  imagined  threw  New- 
port and  Cape  May  entirely  in  the  shade,  some  of  the  yentnre- 
some  went  overboard  before  the  shark  was  hooked,  but  after 
that  they  were  contented  with  the  pwmp  ablutions  !  Some  of 
the  Buckeyes  were  ambitious  to  make  exploring  expeditions  in 
the  rigging,  and  by  constant  practice,  one  of  the  most  resolute, 
op  to  the  time  of  my  writing,  has  got  as  &r  as  the  maintop  I 
A  paper  was  started  devoted  to  literature,  politics,  reh'gion,  the 
arts  and  sciences,  ethics  and  the  incidents  of  the  passage,  and 
flourished  under  the  soubriquet  of  the  Bavarian  Journal ;  but 
just  as  we  had  added  the  Post  to  our  exchange  list,  after  three 
gasps,  (as  the  butcher's  boy  remarked  about  some  suspicious 
kx>king  veal,)  "  //  did  nH  die  zadly  but  kinder  gin  aeout." 

One  day  our  sympathy  was  aroused  by  discovering  a  pig 
wedged  in  between  two  water  casks,  where  he  had  been  shoved 
daring  the  storm — a  fortnight  fasting  had  reduced  him  to  a  per- 
fect Calvin  Edson,  and  the  moment  his  companions  got  a  glimpse 
of  the  stranger,  so  disgusted  were  they  with  his  skeleton  appear- 
ance, they  gave  one  yell,  and  pitched  into  him  on  every  tack, 
and  had  not  the  sailors  come  to  his  assistance  they  would  have 
■con  annihilated  what  remained  of  the  poor  shipwrecked  pork- 
er I    I  may  not  be  accused  of  easting  pearls  before  swine  if  J 
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remark  (now  I  have  got  past  the  aforesaid  qnadrapeds,)  that  I 
coald  bat  look  upon  the  scene  as  a  fair  type  of  the  matability 
of  mankind.  "  Friendship,  in  common  parlance,  is  a  hollow 
hearted  term,  but  in  its  true  garb,  is  a  messenger  sent  from 
heaven." 

After  tea,  conversation  nsaallj  settled  into  whist ;  and  to 
show  how  uniformly  the  cards  will  ran,  let  me  say  that -oat  of 
five  hundred  games  played  at  our  table  we  only  led  our  oppo- 
nents ten  games. 

But  the  most  delectable  bit  of  sport  which  we  had  was  the 
''crossing  of  the  liDC."  Whether  they  have  as  mach  fun  on 
other  ships  I  cannot  say  ;  I  can  only  testify  as  to  my  own  ex- 
{)ericuce  in  the  "  Bavaria.*'  It  was  understood  among  the  pas- 
sengers, during  the  afternoon,  that  the  sailors  were  preparing 
their  "  fixins,''  and  about  the  deck  we  were  all  on  the  qui  vive 
for  the  appearance  of  the  "  Ocean  Monarch!*  when  we  heard  a 
most  unearthly  noise  proceeding  from  the  forecastle,  which  the 
mate  informed  us  was  his  majesty's  sheet  iron  band,  playing, 
"see  the  conquering  hero  comes." 

This  concord  of  sweet  sounds  having  ceased,  a  grim  looking 
monster  with  a  large  trumpet  was  seen  protmdmg  his  head 
above  the  main  chains,  and  our  ears  were  again  besieged  by  his 
stentorian  majesty  asking  "if  there  were  any  passengers  on 
board  the  Bavaria  who  had  never  before  entered  Neptune's  do- 
minions ?  if  so,  he  should  demand  of  them  the  customary  tribute." 
The  words  had  hardly  found  an  echo  when  his  minions  poanoed 
in  upon  us  from  all  quarters — some  from  aloft,  some  over  the 
ship's  side  ;  some  clambered  down  the  bowsprit,  and  all  dressed 
in  the  most  fantastic  garb  ;  and  really  their  costumes  were  most 
ingeniously  contrived.  One  bore  a  mammoth  qoadrant ;  another 
carried  a  Munchausen  compass  ;  a  third  was  provided  with  t 
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monster  razor,  constracted  out  of  an  old  saw  ;  a  foarth  a  tar 
bucket ;  a  fifth  seemed  to  be  a  walking  barber's  shop,  in  short, 
they  were  all  furnished  with  some  emblematic  device.  Neptune's 
dress  fairly  out-Heroded  Herod.  Ue  looked  hideous  enough  to 
frighten  a  dog  out  of  a  tanyard  ;  and  as  the  glare  of  the  lan- 
tern shone  on  his  sturdy  followers,  with  their  masks,  and  black- 
ened faces,  and  uncouth  apparel,  one  could  hardly  help  feeling 
that  he  was  in  the  courtly  presence  of  his  Satanic  Highness. 
Neptune  bade  his  clerk  call  the  names  of  the  passengers  m  ro* 
tation,  and  requested  each  one  to  write  down  opposite  his  name 
the  sum  that  he  was  disposed  to  pay.  We  all  came  forward, 
and  the  result  showed  a  fair  amount  of  tobacco-money.  **  Tom 
TU  "  was  then  seized,  and,  in  less  time  than  I  can  relate  it,  was 
lathered  from  the  tar-bucket,  shaved  with  the  saw,  and  plunged 
into  a  tub  of  salt  water  several  times  in  the  most  reckless  man- 
ner,  amid  the  shouts  of  both  forecastle  and  cabin.  The  sport 
was  at  its  height,  and  we  were  all  (with  the  exception  of  the 
ladies,  who  somehow  were  in  the  secret)  huddled  together, 
laughing  and  cracking  jokes  upon  poor  "Tom,**  possibly  thinking 
who  might  be  the  next  victim,  when,  mirabile  dictu  !  we  heard 
a  strange  noise  in  the  rigging,  and,  turning  to  ascertain  the  cause, 
we  were  all  completely  deluged  with  salt  water,  which  caused 
such  a  scampering  and  yelling  as  would  have  frightened  from 
Ms  stoicism  a  Camanche  Indian.  It  seems  that  Jack  had  during 
the  day  carried  several  buckets  of  water  into  the  maintop,  and, 
at  a  given  signal,  so  adroitly  was  the  thing  managed,  we  all  got 
drenched  I  The  shaving  of  Tom  Tit  was  only  a  decoy  to  get 
ns  together.  The  tables  were  fairly  tamed.  One  moment  we 
were  bursting  with  merriment  at  his  discomfiture,  but  the  next 
the  laugh  was  tamed  upon  us. 
The  aaflon  ended  the  festivities  with  a  dance,  after  which  we 
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thongfat  it  best  to  "  nuke  a  mght  of  it,*  and  fie  bdb  m  te 
Dioniiiig  watch  had  strodL  before  we  tlMMglit  of  deep.  I  nefcr 
expect  to  enjoj  such  another  carniTal  t31 1  get  to  Rome.  LSke 
Plejdell  ia  Gaj  Mannering,  we  threw  off  our  d^nity,  and  en- 
tered into  competition  to  see  who  would  prodooe  the  loudest 
laogh.  The  principal  fear  amongst  os  all  was  that  some  one 
woold  escape  his  share  of  salt  water.  For  mj  part,  if  I  had 
been  thrown  overboard  I  coold  not  haye  bem  more  thoroqghlj 
drenched. 

Here  we  are  in  sight  of  Point  Nepean,  and  wishing  joa  trerj 
prosperity,  promising  to  send  jon  mj  impressions  of  the  repoblic 
in  embryo. 


CHAPTER   III. 

"  PUNOB  OF  WaLB  "  HOTXL,  I 

MxLBOUBM^  Jnne  29, 1858.      ) 

Whin  I  gaye  yoa  from  off  Port  Phillip  a  pen  and  ink  sketch 
of  **  life  on  the  ocean  wave  "  I  intimated  that  mj  impressions 
of  this  moshroom  city  shonld  be  forthcoming  at  an  early  day. 
We  dropped  onr  best  bower  in  Hobson's  Bay  on  the  23d  ultimo 
— so  you  see  I  have  had  some  little  time  to  look  about  me ;  and 
you  must  not  shrug  your  shoulder  at  what  I  may  say,  for  be- 
lieve me,  Pve  seen  some  things  that  your  landsmen  only  read 
of,  and  this  is  the  conclusion  that  I  have  not  "jumped  at  ^ — 
that  within  the  short  space  of  ten  years  Melbourne  will  be  the 
great  commercial  emporium  of  this  part  of  the  world. 

Some  of  the  new  comers  Pve  no  doubt  will  send  home  shock- 
ing accounts  of  matters  here  before  they  get  well  acquainted, 
and  well  they  may,  for  they  hear  a  thousand  reports  and  see 
some  queer  looking  sights  to  warrant  their  dislike.  Like  Punch 
on  purchasing  his  weekly  allowance  of  tea,  they  hope  for  the 
best,  but  are  hardly  prepared  for  the  worst.  On  leaving  home 
they  have  made  up  their  minds  to  find  a  different  state  of  things 
and  are  consequently  all  anxiety  to  make  the  discovery  long  ere 
they  are  hiilj  housed. 

The  pilot  is  besieged  at  the  Heads,  the  custom  house  officer  is 
held  by  the  button,  the  emigration  agent  is  overloaded  with 
questions,  and  the  newsmen  are  taken  by  storm  by  importunate 
adventiirerB  who  are  desirous  of  anticipating  fortune.    Says  one 
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who  has  staked  his  all  in  the  artide,  with  a  most  anxioos  \<xk 
and  impatient  gestore,  **  what's  the  {Nrice  of  floor  V  Another, 
with  his  family  at  his  back,  talks  of  the  "  chance  of  getting 
board."  A  third,  with  a  revolTer  in  each  pocket  and  a  brandj 
bottle  in  his  hand,  touches  on  the  state  of  society  !  Another 
begs  to  know  what  are  the  latest  dates  firom  home.  A  fifth 
"expects  the  miners  are  doing  weU."  And  so  they  go  till 
answerer  and  questioner  are  completely  exhausted.  The  tub  is 
washed,  the  pump  refuses  to  act  I 

The  passenger  then  having  discharged  his  last  shot^  gets  his 
trunks  together,  all  of  which  were  packed  before  he  saw  Cape 
Otway,  talks  with  an  important  air  of  respect  and  self-admira- 
tion of  his  future  prospects,  makes  patronizing  remarks  to  the 
stewards,  and  thinks  he  shall  make  the  officers,  with  whom  he 
has  not  been  on  speaking  terms  since  he  left  the  Gape,  a  pres- 
ent ! — is  perfectly  enchan  ted  with  the  beautiful  Bay  of  Port 
Philip,  and  swears  the  scenery  beats  anything  he  ever  saw — 
0{)en8  very  wide  his  eyes  when  the  shipping,  covering  so  many 
acres  of  water,  bursts  upon  his  view,  asks  the  pilot,  looking 
towards  St.  Kilda,  ''  if  that  are  place  aint  Melbum  V — shakes 
hands  with  the  captain  and  his  fellow  passengers,  with  whom 
he  has  become  as  much  disgusted  as  they  are  with  him,  (for  it 
seems  to  be  the  same  stereotyped  thing  on  board  of  every  pas- 
senger ship,  this  story  of  "  wrongs  endured  and  afflictions 
borne'' — the  one  party  swearing  it  an  utter  impossibility  to 
find  another  such  a  lot  of  rowdies  I — while  the  other  affirms 
that  the  captain  is  no  gentleman,  and  only  fit  to  command  a 
whaler,)  steps  with  a  light  heart  and  a  quick  movement  on 
board  the  little  thirty  horse  power  side  wheel  steamer,  paying 
five  shillings  for  the  privilege,  and  groans  when  he  learns  that 
the  captain  and  supercargo  get  off  with  one,  panes  the  convict 
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hulks  with  a  shadder,  jumps  ashore  at  Williamstown  where  the 
steamer  stops  for  passengers,  and  walks  up  and  down  the  pier, 
looking  at  the  thousand  and  one  boats  at  the  landing  and  com- 
ing in  from  every  direction,  manned  bj  Lascars,  Manilla  men, 
Chinese  and  sailors  of  erery  nation  and  color,  starts  again  with 
a  half  a  hundred  **  master  mariners''  who  are  jabbering  in  every 
language  about  his  ears,  wonders  if  the  bills  of  Melbourne  will 
be  as  long  as  those  of  the  pdicans  feeding  on  the  beach,  and  is 
surprised  to  see  hundreds  of  sea  birds  of  every  possible  kind  as 
tame  as  barnyard  fowls,  along  the  river's  month,  and  says 
"  yes,"  (interrogatively)  when  told  that  they  are  as  tame  as 
the  stork  in  Germany  or  the  "  adjutant "  in  Calcutta,  and  that 
the  authorities  will  not  allow  even  a  pistol  to  be  discharged  in 
the  bay  on  account  of  the  shipping. 

A  short  time  since  Melbourne  was  sufficiently  large  for  its 
commerce,  and  the  accommodations  were  fully  equal  to  the  wants 
of  the  city,  but,  presto  !  a  speck  of  gold  dust  is  picked  up  by 
some  shepherd  while  watering  his  flocks,  which  he  soon  discovers 
to  be  the  sentinel  of  a  golden  land, — more  are  found — nugget 
after  nugget  is  spread  before  his  astonished  senses  I  The  news 
like  wildfire  is  carried  over  the  world,  and  adventurers  of  every 
land  are  drawn  hither  by  the  powerful  magnet.  The  word  goes 
from  month  to  mouth,  "  what  a  place  this  will  be  if  the  gold 
holds  out !"  Months  and  months  have  gone  by  and  new  mines 
have  been  daily  discovered,  and  it  is  now  a  settled  belief  with 
the  practical  men  in  this  region  that  the  gold  fields  are  almost 
illimitable,  covering  thousands  of  square  miles,  and  now  they 
say  instead  of  what  a  place  it  will  be, — "  what  a  city  it  has 
already  become." 

No,  the  new  comer  must  not  be  disappointed  with  his  first 
experience  ;  industry  and  enterprise  will  insure  him  his  heap ; 
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things  will  mend  in  dae  time.  Let  bim  get  an  office,  erea  if  ha 
does  pay  fifty  dollars  per  week  for  a  place  not  half  so  defllrable 
as  yonr  editorial  sanctum  ;  let  him  note  the  lay  of  the  land, 
and  find  a  satisfactory  boarding  hoose,  CTen  at  fire  dollars  a  day. 
Let  him  go  np  on  the  hill  by  St  Peters'  chorch  and  see  how 
large  the  streets  are,,  and  how  regularly  they  are  laid  oat^  cat- 
ting each  other  at  right  angles  as  in  the  newly  boUt  portion  of 
New  York.  Let  him  cast  his  eye  over  the  broad  common,  o?er 
the  beantifnl  valley,  over  the  green  hills,  over  the  ^m-tree 
forest,  over  the  "  village  of  tents,"  over  the  numberless  ships 
in  the  bay,  and  over  the  suburban  towns.  Let  him  arise  at 
early  dawn  and  observe  the  sun  shed  its  indescribable  beauty 
over  the  heavens,  differing  entirely  in  appearance  from  our  part 
of  the  world.  Let  him  make  np  his  mind  that^  *'IcanH  do  ii 
never  accomplished  anything,"  and  *'tkat  Ivfill  try  has  wrought 
iDonders."  Let  him  decide  to  look  upon  the  bright  side  of  every 
thing,  and  my  word  for  it  he  is  certain  to  develope  his  "gold 
field  " — he  is  sure  to  be  satisfied  that  he  was  induced  to  try  his 
fortune  in  this  distant  land. 


OHAPTEB   IV. 

*'Pbinoi  ov  Walb"  Hotkl,  ) 

MsLBouBifi^  June  28,  1808.  ) 

I  HAYK  already  addressed  you  by  this  mail,  frying  the  new 
comer's  first  experience,  and  as  I  am  aware  how  anxious  yoor 
readers  most  be  to  get  hold  of  every  information  about  this 
golden  coontry,  I  will  jot  down  something  a  little  more  practi- 

I  hare  said  that  I  am  agreeably  surprised  with  the  general 
appearance  of  Melbourne.  The  city  could  not  hare  been  better 
planned  and  located  for  residences,  but  not  for  buoness.  Col- 
lins street  is  the  Broadway,  and  Flinders  lane  is  Wall  street,  the 
one  having  several  respectable  looking  dry  goods  stores,  the 
other  lined  with  counting  houses  and  brokers'  offices.  The  mer 
diants  mostly  reside  in  the  suburbs,  and  drive  in  their  dog  cartK 
or  come  on  the  saddle  into  town.  I  say  the  city  is  well  located 
for  residences,  but  not  at  all  well  situated  for  business — ^Wil- 
liamstown  having  decidedly  the  preference,  on  account  of  its 
proximity  to  the  shipping.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  piers  could 
not  be  built  out  from  this  latter  place  for  vessels  to  discharge, 
instead  of  this  odious  system  of  lighterage.  All  that  is  required 
is  a  little  of  the  San  Francisco  style  of  doing  things.  Wharves 
need  not  be  run  out  so  &r  here  to  find  a  de^p  water  berth  as 
there,  and  the  only  objection  that  can  arise  is  the  want  of  high 
land  to  fill  in  with,  and  the  scaidty  of  timber.  There  are  now 
•ome  one  hundred  and  fifty  small  one  story  buildings,  in  the 
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town,  which  I  hope  will  soon  give  way  to  warehouses.  If  the 
new  houses  would  saj  the  word  and  start  the  project,  we  could 
qaicklj  accomplish  a  change.  At  so  late  a  day  it  may  be  diffi- 
cult to  turn  the  current. 

Lord  Melbourne  pitched  his  tent  nine  miles  from  the  Yam's 
mouth  on  account  of  better  water,  and  where  the  town  first 
started  I  suppose  will  be  its  centre.  But,  like  dropping  a  peb- 
ble in  the  water,  the  place  will  continue  to  widen  till  it  has 
swallowed  up  Collingwood,  Richmond,  St  Kilda,  Sandridge  and 
all  the  adjoining  towns.  Shoold  nothing  be  done  at  Williams- 
town,  Sandridge  is  the  next  desirable  place  for  wharres.  The 
principal  difficulty  here  is  the  southwest  winds,  which  sometimes 
sweep  over  the  place  at  a  fearful  rate,  the  trees  all  bending  to 
its  influence  as  in  the  north  of  England.  A  substantial  break- 
water after  the  manner  of  the  western  lakes  would  be  a  good 
shelter  for  the  shipping,  and  then  piers  could  be  run  out  as  on 
the  other  side.  One  or  two  baye  already  been  built,  and,  if 
found  practicable,  more  will  follow.  This,  however  most  be  the 
work  of  government — the  owner  of  the  property.  Individaals 
will  not  embark  in  any  new  enterprise.  Many  came  here  with 
nothing,  who  are  now  the  wealthiest  men  of  the  place,  but  they 
will  not  invest  their  money  in  improvements  ;  they  simply  place 
it  where  they  realize  pound  for  pound,  and  go  home  to  England 
to  buy  a  position  and  a  name  I  Sandridge  is  but  two  mUes 
from  the  city,  and  is  connected  by  a  macadamized  road,  which, 
in  fair  weather,  is  the  most  desirable  way  of  getting  op.  As 
soon  as  the  railroad  is  completed,  about  two  years,  this  roate  in 
a  great  measure  will  supersede  the  Yarra-Yarra.  There  is 
very  little  grading  for  the  track,  the  sleepers  are  already  in  the 
ground,  and  we  are  now  waiting  for  the  rails  and  cars,  which 
were  ordered  last  January  by  the  "  Chnsan.''    Even  now  many 
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prefer  to  land  on  this  side  and  walk  np,  rather  than  take  steam 
on  the  river. 

Melbourne,  though  sitaated  so  far  ont  of  the  way,  cannot  fail 
to  be  a  great  citj.  All  we  require  is  a  little  energy  and  a  good 
deal  of  money  to  make  the  wheel  turn  rapidly.  The  "  old 
chums  "  will  not  budge  from  the  office,  and  take  as  little  pride 
about  putting  things  in  shape  as  we  should  in  fencing  in  Tim- 
buctoo.  We  must  introduce  a  sprinkling  of  Yankeeism  here 
and  show  the  residents  the  meaning  of  despatch  I  Send  us  out 
fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  good  mechanics,  and  we  will  soon 
find  something  for  them  to  do.  Let  them  go  down  to  St.  Johns 
N.  B.,  for  some  working  material,  and  I  will  guarantee,  if  the 
gold  holds  out,  which  is  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt,  that 
they  will  soon  better  their  own  condition  as  well  as  the  appear- 
ance of  the  city. 

Put  timber,  bricks  and  cement  in  the  hold,  and  fill  up  your 
cabin  and  between  decks  with  able-bodied  laborers,  and  you  will 
hare  a  cargo  that  will  be  of  great  value.  I  cannot  learn  that 
there  is  any  considerable  timber  growing  in  the  colony.  I  am 
told  there  is  nothing  of  consequence  here  but  the  gum  tree — a 
knotty,  crooked  growth,  resembling  somewhat  the  wild  apple. 
The  nearest  large  supply  of  timber  to  Victoria  is  New  Zealand 
and  Van  Diemen's  Land,  (now  called  Tasmania)  but  they  have 
not  the  saw  mills  to  woik  with.  The  Kauri  pine  is  a  splendid 
wood,  and  suitable  for  spars  of  100  feet  It  planes  well,  is  a 
little  harder  than  our  white  pine,  and  can  be  had  in  great  quan- 
tities. I  am  told  that  there  are  also  some  superior  furniture 
woods  in  the  islands.  I  hardly  think,  however,  that  it  can  be 
laid  down  here  so  cheap  as  it  can  be'sent  from  the  States  or  the 
North  American  provinces. 

As  before  remarked,  we  have  an  enormous  capital  here^  but 
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lack  the  spirit  that  builds  the  railroad  across  the  Isthmus  or 
.  starts  oue  to  the  Pacific — the  hidden  spring  of  New  England's 
prosperity.  Look  at  Lawrence,  and  Chicago,  and  Cincinnati, 
and  San  Francisco  1  Babes  in  the  wood  in  the  morning,  bat 
full  grown  men  at  night  1  So  rich  are  they  In  this  place,  that 
the  banks  are  all  working  on  deposits  for  which  they  allow  no 
interest,  not  haying  any  of  their  capital  employed,  and  the 
revenne  is  beyond  my  calculation  ;  and  yet  we  hare  no  raihroad, 
no  lightning  wires,  no  gas  lamps,  no  marine  commonication  by 
telegraph  to  the  heads,  no  water  works,  no  Yuikee  inrentions 
of  any  kind,  no  saw  mills,  no  steam  engines  worth  mentioning, 
no  planing  machines,  no  paint  mills,  no  hotels  that  can  compare 
with  the  Waterloo,  not  even  a  wharf  that  deaerres  the  name, 
or  sufficient  accommodations  for  the  immense  quantity  of  mer- 
chandise that  is  tumbling  in  upon  us  from  all  parts  of  the  worldl 
The  unprecedented  immigration  has  swelled  the  limits  of  the 
city  almost  to  bursting,  but  no  energetic  men  step  forward  for 
its  relief.  Government  holds  on  to  the  land  with  a  Shylock's 
grasp,  and  puts  off  purchasers  with  the  humdrum  story  that 
they  are  waiting  for  the  colonial  snrreyor  to  come  from  Eng- 
land. The  true  reason  I  surmise  is,  they  are  fearful  of  a  de- 
cline in  prices  if  they  shove  too  much  upon  the  market  at  once. 
All  the  unoccupied  lands  within  and  without  the  city,  save  what 
are  in  the  hands  of  a  few  wealthy  men  are  clutched  as  with  a 
miser's  avarice. 


OHAPTBB  V. 

"  PUNCS  OF  WaLB  "  HOTBL^  ) 

Mkldoubiii^  Aug.  1, 1868.  ) 

Four  weeks^  time  has  prodaced  a  magic  change  in  oar  facili- 
ties for  doing  business.  Oar  sqnatter  governor  coald  not  resist 
the  tremendous  force  of  the  merchants'  indignation  meeting, 
regarding  the  horrid  condition  of  the  wharves,  and  so  he  imme- 
diately marshalled  his  energies  to  the  task  of  cleansing  the  Ae- 
gean stables  of  Melbourne  conmierce  ;  and  such  an  improvement 
as  has  been  made  we  seldom  see  in  so  short  a  time.  Heavy 
timber  was  placed  on  a  stone  foundation  and  then  covered  with 
thick  plank  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  the  deep  gullies  and 
stagnant  pools,  which  for  so  long  a  period  was  called  a  road, 
were  filled  in  some  two  feet  deep  with  stone  and  gravel,  and 
now  we  have  a  nice  macadamized  thoroughfare  the  whole 
length  of  the  quay,  and  a  raised  foot-path  for  pedestrians. 
Some  two  hundred  carts  have  been  kept  constantly  at  work 
carting  gravel  and  metal  (as  they  call  broken  stone,)  at  the 
rate  of  one  tkoutand  loads  a  day  1  and  all  the  laborers  that 
could  work  to  advantage  have  been  hard  at  it  since  last  I  wrote 
you. 

Other  changes  are  ra{Hdly  taking  place,  and  should  we  ever 
be  so  fortunate  as  to  get  that  valuable  and  long  promised  con- 
signment from  England,  "The  Golonial  Engineer,'^  we  may 
posdbly  have  some  docks  built — a  ship  canal  to  Sandridge, 
and  a  thousand  and  ooe  other  "river  and  harbor  improve- 
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ments,"  which  the  wants  of  the  place  so  mach  reqaire.  The 
legtou  of  new  comers,  real  Simon  Pare  Yankees — solid  go-ar 
head  Englishmen,  hard-working,  quick-witted,  close-fisted  Ge^ 
mans,  etc.,  etc.,  that  are  flocking  into  Melbourne  act  as  leaven 
upon  the  residents  who  never  before  dreamed  of  the  possibility 
of  going  beyond  their  own  office  to  transact  business  !  When 
I  was  coming  ashore,  some  eight  or  ten  weeks  since,  I  naturally 
enough  asked  the  boatman  if  there  was  any  news-room  at  Mel- 
bourne ?  **  What  ?  "  said  he,  with  a  broad  Yorkshire  accent — 
"  Is  there  any  exchange  room  up  town,"  I  repeated.  "  I  ratlier 
think  not  unless  she  arrived  yesterday,"  was  the  satisfactory  re- 
ply. But  I  cannot  wonder  that  the  poor  boatman  consider  a 
vessel  the  true  meaning  of  the  term,  when  asked  the  question 
of  the  two  or  three  Americans  in  port  and  found  my  query 
answered  in  the  negative — I  saw  some  of  the  old  houses  of  the 
place  and  wandered  from  man  to  man  to  get  the  required  infor- 
mation, but  alas  no  one  I  met  erer  heard  of  such  a  singular 
place  as  a  news-room  in  Melbourne. 

Determined  to  trace  something  in  that  line  I  steered  for  the 
newspapers,  and  ascertained  that  they  got  their  ship  news  from 
their  own  agent  whom  they  kept  constantly  in  the  bay  to  board 
ships  as  they  came  in,  and  that  one  of  them  bad  a  "  commercial 
reporter  at  a  hall  called  Lloyds  Room,  back  of  the  Royal  Hotel" 
OS  I  went,  and  after  winding  my  way  through  a  noby  bar  full 
of  hard  drinkers,  and  sundry  tortuous  passages,  I  found  the 
place.  Xo  wonder  no  one  could  tell  me  of  its  location.  I  should 
as  soon  have  thought  of  finding  Father  Taylor  at  the  Lirerpool 
amphitheatre,  or  a  church  in  ''five  poiots,"  as  a  commercial 
exchange  in  the  rear  of  a  Slopshop  Inn  I 

I  looked  about  me,  not  a  soul  to  be  seen,  nothing  but  a  few 
Austrnlinn  papers  on  one  table,  some  Govemmeut  Gazettes  on 


WK   STAST   AN   KXOHAMaB.  3*79 


another,  and  one  man  at  a  third;  whom  I  accidentlj  happened 
to  notice.  I  saw  the  manager  of  the  room,  Mr.  Wilson,  and 
he  told  me  the  nse  of  the  place,  and  showed  me  the  book  of 
arrivals  and  clearances  which  he  had  kept  since  January  1st. 
That  was  all — nothing  else  to  be  seen  ;  no  book  for  imports  ; 
none  for  exports ;  no  commercial  record ;  no  report  of  the 
brokers'  board  ;  no  statistics  whatever  ;  not  one  single  fact  to 
show  the  commerce  of  this  yonng  but  floorishing  citj  I  The 
gentleman  kindlj  told  me  that  a  board  of  underwriters  occasion- 
ally met  there,  and  that  the  committee  of  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce met  in  one  of  the  rooms  in  the  hotel.  He  said  that  he 
had  tried  to  get  the  merchants  to  meet  together,  but  thej  would 
never  think  of  leaving  their  business  to  listen  to  the  **  talk  on 
'change."  "  Too  busy  "  was  invariably  the  answer.  Onlj  think 
of  it ;  a  citj  with  such  a  maritime  fleet,  and  jet  no  place  where 
merchants  could  meet  at  a  certain  hour  of  the  daj  to  get  an 
exchange  of  ideas  1  How  odd  it  would  seem  not  to  go  on 
'change  in  Liverpool,  or  London,  or  Glasgow,  or  New  York, 
Boston,  San  Francisco,  or  any  other  large  commercial  port,  no 
matter  how  new  the  place  ?  I  felt  almost  lost,  and  resolved  if 
I  could  not  bring  in  the  old  that  I  would  get  together  the  new 
chums.  I  suggested  it  to  Mr.  Wilson  ;  he  was  ready  to  meet 
me.  I  paid  my  first  subscription  of  three  guineas,  and  by  pin- 
ning every  American  who  arrived  to  establish  a  house,  and 
taking  in  the  Yankee  captains,  we  soon  got  a  respectable  body 
to  meet  at  two  o^clock.  Some  of  the  old  chums  followed  our 
example,  and  in  a  very  short  time  it  really  reminded  me  of  home. 
By  meeting  in  this  way  we  were  enabled  to  compare  notes  re- 
garding the  markets,  and  the  result  was,  a  price  current  was 
started  under  the  patronage  of  some  fifty  houses — the  first  pub- 
lic one  I  believe  ever  ivued  in  this  city.  We  were  getting  along 
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swimminglj,  when,  presto  I  a  Yankee  hotel  was  on  the  tapii, 
and  the  first  notice  we  had,  the  news-room  was  closed.  A  Mr. 
Moss,  of  the  Metropolitan  Restaurant,  had  bought  the  lease  of 
the  premises  for  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  was  going  to  erect 
a  Burnet  House  to  astonish  the  natires  I  and,  disregarding  Mr. 
Wilson  and  his  supporters,  he  sent  us  all  flying.  We  were  glad 
to  see  a  splendid  American  hotel  going  up,  but  sorrj  to  lose  our 
place  of  meeting  till  a  new  one  was  proTided.  However,  we 
were  turned  out  without  the  least  ceremony,  which  I  believe  will 
result  favorably  ;  for  a  simple  taste  of  the  many  advantages  of 
an  exchange  so  increased  the  appetite  that  a  proper  building 
was  mooted,  and  Mr.  Kuhl,  with  praise-worthy  energy  has  been 
soocc^ful  with  his  subscription  paper. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  excellency  for 
a  suitable  piece  of  land  for  the  building,  and  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, as  one  of  them,  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  gover- 
nor for  the  first  time.  He  was  very  polite,  but  decidedly  non- 
oommittal.  He  bowed  to  the  delegation,  talked  with  the  chmt- 
man.  referred  to  his  council,  said  there  was  very  little  land 
in  town  that  was  not  already  disposed  of,  intimated  that  the 
cause  was  a  glorious  one,  promised  to  give  it  his  cUstinguished 
consideration,  was  glad  to  see  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  such 
intelligent  men,  hoped  that  our  views  would  be  carried  out,  did 
not  S}>eak  of  the  colonial  engineer  1  bowed  onoe  more  to  us  col- 
lectively, made  a  slight  movement  towards  the  door,  when  it 
accidently  happened  to  strike  us  that  it  was  time  to  go.  Some 
left  the  executive  mansion,  I  for  one,  thinking  that  when  the 
govoniment  gave  ns  land  for  an  Exchange  the  stock  would  be  at 
a  premium !  But  as  it  is  in  strong  hands,  I  think  we  shall  have 
one  erected  whether  the  governor  helps  ns  or  not.  At  a  pre- 
liminary meeting  <^  the  subscribers  it  was  suggested  that  a  suit- 
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able  statue  of  Queen  Victoria  should  be  placed  in  front  of  the 
building.  Of  course  it  would  have  been  bad  taste  for  me  to 
have  intimated  that  they  had  better  get  their  cage  before,  &c, ; 
or,  as  there  were  so  many  Americans  on  the  spot,  to  move  an 
amendment  that  another  statue  of  Washington  should  also  be 
erected  there  1 

Stone  buildings  are  shooting  up  on  every  street,  and  lumber 
and  brick  are  bought  up  at  great  profits  to  the  shipper  as  soon 
as  arrived.  The  corporation  are  doing  everything  in  their  pow- 
er to  put  the  streets  in  shape,  and  if  they  continue  improving 
the  appearance  of  things  in  the  same  ratio,  that  stereotyped  slan- 
der, which  every  book  quoted,  and  to  which  even  Meagher 
alluded  in  his  lecture  on  Australia,  of  "  another  child  lost  in  the 
streets  of  Melbourne,''  will  be  entirely  obsolete  1  If  the  govern- 
ment and  the  corporation  and  the  citizens  would  all  pull  to- 
gether, we  would  soon  have  Melbourne  looking  as  trim  as  your 
housewife  s  pantry.  When  '^Barkis  is  willing  you  can  do  any- 
thing. 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  new  erections,  rents  are  some 
t/drty  per  cent,  above  the  value  of  money.  Can  such  an  un- 
healthy position  of  things  last  ?  I  fancy  not.  Who  pay  these 
^lormous  rents  ?  The  old  chums  ?  No  ;  they  came  before  the 
mines  opened  their  treasures,  and  the  buildings  they  now  occupy 
were  put  up  two  years  and  more  ago  for  about  the  same  sum  as 
they  now  charge  new  comers  for  one  year's  rental  I  The  ques- 
tion naturally  arises,  if  young  houses  who  start  with  the  con- 
signments of  merchandise  for  their  capital  (which  they  are 
obliged  to  force  off  through  mock  auctions  to  raise  money  to 
pay  the  freight,  at  a  great  sacrifice),  pay  these  unheard  of  rents, 
(beating  San  Francisco  fairly  off  the  track)  for  offices  and  ware- 
houses, and  their  personal  expenses  being  in  proportion,  will  the 
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goods  bear  it  ?    It  strikes  me  Dot    Wliat  is  the  conaeqneiioef 
We  most  wait  and  let  time  answer  the  query. 

I  saw  a  small  one  storj  hoose  rented  on  a  five  years  lease  al 
$3500  per  annom.  We  conld  bnild  at  home  three  soch  tene- 
ments for  that  fignre.  This  was  ont  at  Gollingwood.  On  apply- 
ing at  another  place  oc  the  strength  of  a  flowery  advertisement 
of  fonr  stylish  houses  at  fifty  dollars  per  week,  we  found  it  in 

a  very  bad  street,  but  it  had  but  three attic  I  cellar  !  and 

yard  !  I  advertised  for  "  board  for  a  gentleman  and  his  wife  in 
a  desirable  location  in  a  genied  family — mme  btU  the  higkest  rt-^ 
spcdahUUy  wed  apply."  Well,  the  office  the  next  morning  was 
crowded,  bntchers,  bakers,  blacksmiths,  and  a  battalion  of 
others  had  the  desired  rooms,  but  they  did  not  exactly  suit  me, 
till  a  good  looking  "  widder"  came  in,  and  I  was  so  prepossessed 
in  her  favor  that  I  was  about  closing  for  her  apartments  on  her 
recommendation,  when  she  happened  to  drop  a  word  or  two, 
which  soon  discouraged  me  from  attempting  to  get  board  in  a 
"  genteel  family  !"  The  rooms  that  we  were  to  have  were  en- 
tered through  a  small  grog  shop  of  which  she  was  the  proprie- 
tress I  So  here  I  am  and  intend  to  remain  at  the  "  Prince  of 
Wales "  Hotel,  the  very  best  in  Melbourne,  large  rooms,  good 
location,  and  satisfactory  fare  for  only  $75  per  week ! 

There  are  only  two  daily  papers  in  the  city,  the  Argus  and 
the  Herald.  The  former  is  a  paper  of  the  progressive  stamp. 
The  Herald  is  more  conservative,  and  bristles  up  and  gets  chol- 
eric, and  acts  like  a  very  naughty  child  when  a  fourth  of  July 
dinner  is  suggested. 

The  Express  is  a  weekly,  having  a  small  circulation,  and  is 
somewhat  radical.  A  prospectus  is  out  for  a  new  Catholic  jour- 
nal— daily  I  think.   I  have  not  yet  seen  the  paper  that  Wilkins 
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Micawber  so  ably  edited,  althoagh  I  thonght  I  recognized  the 
gentleman  a  few  days  since  going  oat  of  town  on  a  stage  coach 
with  his  eye-glass  in  his  hand.  This  is  the  place  for  his  econom- 
ical maxim  of  living  within  your  means. 


OHAPTEB  VI. 

Mklboubm^  AugUBt  16,  IHSt. 

Qentlemen — ^The  Bavaria's  detention  gives  me  the  chance  of 
adding  a  postscript  to  what  I  have  already  said  by  this  mail 
This  ship  would  have  got  away  some  days  since,  bat  no  sailors 
were  to  be  had.  The  captain  pays  fifty  pounds  sterling  for  the 
run  to  New  York  !  The  excitement  occasioned  by  the  new  dig- 
gings at  Gonlbum  and  the  approach  of  summer  has  made  Jack 
altogether  too  independent  of  the  trade. 

In  my  last  I  anticipated  trouble  among  the  miners,  and  sore 
enough  it  has  come  in  good  earnest  The  impolite  reply  of  the 
lieutenant  governor  to  the  delegates  from  the  gold  fields  created 
a  strong  feeling  among  the  diggers,  who  for  a  long  time  have 
been  all  ready  for  anything.  Their  leaders  are  young  aspirants 
for  fame  ;  many  of  them  are  chartist  orators  who  are  blowing 
themselves  into  notice,  without  looking  at  the  consequences. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Latrobe's  sentiments  were  made  known,  of 
abiding  by  the  law  to  the  last  issue,  meetings  were  held  at  the 
several  mines,  and  measures  taken  to  resist  paying  the  license 
fee  ;  passing  resolutions  to  resort  to  arms  if  necessary,  and  quot- 
ing our  movements  in  Boston  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution  as 
a  praiseworthy  example  of  tyrannical  governors. 

The  last  mail  brings  down  intelligence  that  a  party  number- 
ing some  thousands  waited  upon  the  oonmiisffloners  and  request- 
ed the  immediate  release  of  several  prisoners  who  had  been  ar^ 
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rested  for  the  non-fMijmeiit  of  the  fee.  After  some  shuffling  on 
the  part  of  the  officials,  thej  were  set  at  liberty,  thus  making 
a  Tirtoe  of  necessity.  The  40th  regiment  and  the  mounted 
]>olice  were  immediately  ordered  up,  and  the  barracks  and 
treasnry  have  now  nothing  bnt  the  police  for  a  gnard.  I  hare 
not  yet  heard  of  the  proceedings.  The  mails  between  the  gold 
fields  and  this  place  are  as  irregular  and  as  long  in  coming  as 
they  formerly  were  by  the  old  stage  coach  system  between  New 
York  and  Boston. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  are  many  revolutionists  here  who, 
for  excitement's  sake  alone,  would  rush  into  a  civil  war  at  any 
moment ;  bnt  there  are  also  a  large  proportion  of  the  people 
who  will  take  the  side  of  order.  Should  the  authorUes  fire  into 
the  crowd,  look  out  for  breakers  I  The  Americans  are  very 
quiet^  which  I  am  rery  glad  to  learn  for  our  country's  sake  ; 
but  the  Germans  are  rather  loud  in  their  complaints  of  the 
shabby  manner  with  which  his  excellency  lias  treated  theuL 

Thirty  shillings  may  seem  a  large  sum  to  pay  per  month  ;  bnt 
when  we  remember  that  this  purchases  for  them  wood  and  water, 
improved  roads,  government  escorts  for  their  gold,  policemen  to 
protect  them  against  the  hundreds  of  Joachims  who  infest  the  . 
country,  (importations  firom  Y.  D.  L.)  as  well  as  a  place  to 
pitch  their  tent,  and  the  privilege  of  putting  their  spade  down 
for  their  share  of  the  "  nuggets,"  it  does  not  seem  so  Car  out  of 
the  way.  Were  they  in  Melbourne  that  sum  would  be  required 
per  week  almost,  and  no  chance  of  a  fortune  at  the  point  of  the 
shovel  Many  say  they  have  to  pay  the  fee  whether  successful 
or  not  in  finding  gold.  One  man  may  work  a  month  and  starve, 
while  the  next  finds  "the  £lZi  nugget,"  and  yet  both  pay  the 
same.  I  see  no  way  to  remedy  the  evil  If  they  paid  a  cer- 
tain per  eentage  on  all  deposited  with  the  escort,  it  would  not 
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work  well,  as  idbdj  vould  keep  their  eamiDga  to  t 
•nd  thos  the  goTcrnment  voald  be  defranded. 

Where  the  matter  will  end  do  ooe  cui  tell.  The  di^en 
have  taken  a  position  ;  so  hare  the  gorernioeDt ;  who  will  n- 
treat  ? — that  is  the  queatioD.  I  fancy  not  the  diggers.  They 
are  m  namerons,  at  a  giren  signal,  if  properly  organized,  they 
could  ODst  all  the  red  coats  and  Charleys  in  the  Golouyl 

Bnt  what  then  can  the  governor  do  T  He  cannot  moTe  with- 
oat  the  legislative  council,  he  says — which  I  believe  is  th«  case, 
but  that  coandl  is  a  mere  burlesque  on  free  representation.  Oat 
of  54  members  who  represent  the  250,000  people  in  Victoria, 
18  are  government  nominees  I  all  voting  at  the  wink  of  their 
prompter  I  and  the  balance  of  the  members  cannot  he  called 
representatives,  as  many  were  elected  in  the  sqnatter  districts 
with  only  two  or  three  ekctort  at  the  polU !  In  two  instancci 
there  was  but  one  voter  at  tlie  hostinga  I  Or  perhaps  to  giva 
a  better  idea  of  Victoria  «iu-representation,  I  shoald  mentioo 
that  only  28,000  rotes  were  cast  oat  of  the  whole  population  of 
one  quarter  of  a  million  soals  1 

Tlic  conseqaence  is,  the  assembly  ie  worse  than  nothuig,  then 
•  bting  few  talented  men  among  them.  Many  are  withoot  any 
legislative  experience,  and  as  they  intend  (yarning  a  new  eouti- 
tntion,  all  hands  are  ioqniring  for  BanatA's  Hiatoy  of  Vm 
United  States,  Masaachnsetts  state  papers,  FrankUs^  wwfai 
the  conatitiilion,  and  all  the  docnmento  that  wan  i^latBd  tt 
the  dawn  of  liberty  in  la  belle  America.  I  had  two  copies  of 
the  constitntion,  both  of  which  are  c 
M.  I.  C.'S. 

I  say  the  governor  lunncji  m^re  with 
oonncil  are  nearly  nil  Lis  pqneti^ft 
trom  the  gokl  fieldsb 
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miners  getting  jostice,  where  so  many  other  interests  are  at  work 
and  no  one  to  saj  a  word  in  their  behalf. 

There  has  been  lately  qnite  a  toach  of  intellectual  sparring 
between  the  Argns  and  the  Herald,  regarding  the  license  fee. 
It  has  been  a  notorious  fact  that  the  Argns  has  lx$en  the  chief 
organ  of  the  diggers,  and  Wilson,  the  editor,  is  considered  a 
little  god  among  them  ;  but  now  the  Herald  says  after  he  has 
done  the  mischief  he  turns  round,  and  leaves  them  to  get  out  of 
the  scrape  as  they  can. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  we  hare  had  late  dates  inland. 
The  meeting  of  the  Ovens  was  stormy,  several  thousand  on  the 
spot,  speeches  decidedly  spicy,  some  of  them  didn't  care  whether 
school  kept  or  not,  just  as  willing  to  have  quarter  of  a  dollar 
as  ninepenoe,  ready  to  pitch  the  government  overboard  at  a 
moment's  notice,  said  they  must  be  represented,  that  they  would 
not  pay  the  fee,  etc.  etc.  Some  of  the  banners  were  very  neat^ 
one  of  them  in  large  letters  had  these  memorable  words,  so 
familiar  to  our  forefathers — "  Taxation  wiihotU  rq^esentation  is 
robheryP 

Mr.  Latrobe's  foriiten  answer  to  the  delegation  may  allay  in 
part  the  excitement.  'Tis  a  pity  that  he  attempted  to  answer 
than  verbally.  The  document  is  said  to  be  written  by  the 
attorney  general,  being  too  able  a  paper  for  the  weak-minded 
govenun*. 


CHAPTER   VII. 

MILB0CE2CS.  Sept  S7, 18U. 

Gentlemen. — ^The  life  and  fortnnes  of  Jolin  Mitehel  duiing 
Lis  exile  in  Van  Diemeu*8  land  are  somewhat  ezeentric.  I 
know  how  deep  an  interest  some  of  mj  countiymen  take  in 
the  fate  of  the  Irish  state  prisoners.  Meagher  is  already  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  ere  long  we  shall  expect  to 
sec  him  in  the  congressional  arena.  His  eloquence  has  thrilled 
through  our  laud,  and  his  patriotism  is  the  subject  of  remark. 
Now  we  are  to  have  another  of  the  exiled  band  in  eloqacnce 
tlic  greatest  of  tlicin  all.  Mitehel  will  be  with  yon  when  this 
comes  to  hand,  and  his  burning  eloquence  will  have  stirred  the 
nution'H  heart.  Meagher  writes  and  then  delivers,  a  little  ne^ 
voiis  ill  ills  elo(iuence,  but  Mitehel  is  extemporaneous  and  foil 
of  firr,  so  much  so  I  fear  that  he  will  make  more  mistakes  than 
Kossuth.  Both  are  orators,  but  Mitehel  I  fancy  the  superior, 
lie  is  a  fine  looking  man,  and  I  know  yon  will  be  interested  in 
knowing  something  more  of  the  circumstances  of  his  escape 
than  tlie  papers  have  told  you  of. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet  at  the  social  board  one 
whose  deep  interest  in  the  fate  of  these  unfortunate  Irishmen 
has  been  to  a  certain  degpree  the  means  of  two  of  them  escaping. 
M(*agher  and  Mitehel  are  away,  Smith  0*Brien,  Doherty  and 
Martin  remain ;  the  former  attempted  to  escape  some  time 
since,  but  was  detected.  Doherty  is  practicing  medicine  in  the 
Hobart  Town  hospital,  and  Martin  is  occupying  the  house  that 
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Ifitehd  resided  iq  at  BothwelL  All  of  them  have  strong  and 
influential  firiends  who  are  on  the  alert.  Some  day,  not  far  dis- 
tant^ I  predict  the  authorities  will  find  the  cage  empty — that 
the  birds  have  flown.  It  is  said  that  Doherty  prefers  remain- 
ing, as  he  has  a  fine  opportnnity  to  study  his  profession.  This, 
I  hare  no  doubt,  is  a  mark  to  hood-wink  the  gOTemment.  From 
what  I  learn  none  of  these  men  compare  in  talent  with  the  pio- 
neer patriot^  the  braye  soldier,  the  eloquent  orator,  the  champion 
<tf  liberty,  John  Mitchd.  He  was  the  first  to  fall,  and  he  went 
down  with  the  laurel  on  his  brow. 

Se?eral  attempts  had  been  made  to  take  him  off,  all  without 
success.  Vessel  afltcr  vessel  was  despatched  on  coasting  ezpe- 
ditions,  but  failed  to  accompli^  their  object.  Smyth  was  sent 
out  with  plenty  of  cash  from  the  Irish  Confederacy  of  New 
York,  and  with  my  dinner  table  acquaintance  has  been  pulling 
his  wires  to  liberate  Mitchel.  At  one  time  the  "  Water  Lily  " 
was  at  Spring  Bay»  all  manned  and  fitted  for  a  secret  voyage  ; 
signals  were  passed  from  the  shore  ;  but  the  "coo^-ing"  was 
heard  and  Smyth  was  arrested.  Then  came  an  inland  march, 
plenty  of  romance  about  it,  innocent  people  arrested,  Smyth  set 
at  liberty,  his  assistant  and  friend  pursued,  etc.  etc.  Anotlier 
time  the  "  Don  Juan  "  was  cruising  off  Hobart  Town  on  a  pota- 
to and  wheat  voyage,(?)  and  all  arrangements  were  complete  ; 
but  here  again  the  stupidity  of  Mitchel's  servant  or  the  man 
that  was  to  accompany  him  made  a  botch  of  it.  He  was  so 
elated  at  the  prospect  of  escaping  he  could  not  contain  himself. 
Of  course  he  must  get  drunk  ;  but  that  was  not  all ; — he  bad 
to  sit  down  and  write  his  workshop  friend  a  letter  something 

like  this : — 

"  Teddy,  my  boy,  God  bless  ye  !  How  is  the  family  entire, 
and  Biddy,  and  the  baby  1    Oood  bye  to  ye.    I  am  full  of  ea- 
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caping  with  Mitcbel — mjsilf  and  the  whde  of  m — aD  afttt 
beiug  off  immediately.  Hairah  !  boys.  Gkkl  blea  ye  again. 
Good  bye.  Ye  will  hear  from  me  all  aafe  in  Ameriky.  Don^ 
ye  wish  ye  was  after  for  coming  V 

Now  this  woald  have  been  all  very  well  if  Teddy  had  known 
how  to  read.  But  it  was  all  Greek  to  him  ;  so  he  tock  it  for 
translation  to  his  employer,  who  being  nnfortnnately  a  goTen- 
meiit  officer,  jumped  upon  his  horse  and  rode  post  haste  to  Ho- 
bart  Town,  and  Mitchel's  escape  looked  more  dabioos  than 
ever.  He  had  not  thrown  up  his  parole  of  honor,  and  nothing 
could  be  proved  against  him  ;  and  after  putting  a  closer  watch 
upon  his  movements,  which  was  soon  removed  at  his  own  sug- 
gestion, the  excitement  died  away  and  the  letter  was  soppoeed 
to  be  a  hoax.  Thus  twice  were  the  efforts  of  his  friends  frustrat- 
ed, fate  seemed  against  him,  when  lo  and  behold,  he  one  day 
Tory  cooly  walked  into  the  police  office  with  an  open  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Sir  Wm.  Dennison,  the  governor,  throwing  up  his 
parole,  and  requested  the  dismayed  official  to  read  it  I  The 
boldness  of  the  movement  and  the  perfect  coolness  of  Mitchel 
so  astonished  the  magistrate  that  before  he  could  stammer  out 
an  order  to  the  constable  for  his  arrest,  Mitchel  had  walked 
out  of  the  door,  mounted  a  horse,  (the  very  one  bought  of  the 
magistrate  a  few  days  before  for  J^O)  and  galloped  off  up  the 
road  to  the  utter  amazement  of  those  present  Smyth  accom- 
panied him  a  short  distance  and  then  Mitchel  plunged  into  the 
bush. 

A  close  search  was  made  but  to  no  avail,  all  thought  he  had 
left  the  country  in  some  coaster  and  the  chase  was  ^ven  up. 
All  this  while  Mitchel  was  buried  in  the  bush,  living  on  God 
knows  what.  His  sufferings  here  were  terrible.  No  one  but 
liimself  can  tell  of  the  hardships  he  went  through ;  for  over  a 
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month  he  was  wandering  about  in  disguise,  seeking  some  oppor- 
tonity  to  get  away.  He  traveled  from  Launceston  to  Hobart 
Town  dressed  as  a  clergyman,  and  embarked  with  fourteen 
other  passengers  in  broad  daylight  in  the  "  Emma''  for  Sidney, 
ondar  the  name  of  Warren.  His  disguise  was  complete,  none 
recognized  in  the  dignified  minister  the  jolly  Irishman  Mitchel 
He  carried  his  incognito  all  the  way,  and  joined  oftentimes  in 
an  argument  for  or  against  himself,  with  his  fellow  passengers. 
Some  believed  he  ought  to  be  set  at  liberty,  while  Mitchel  alias 
Warren,  advanced  the  argument  that  the  government  served 
him  right,  you  may  rest  assured  he  was  a  happy  man  to  find 
sitting  with  him  at  the  same  table  his  wife  and  family.  What 
a  strange  picture.  The  exile  and  the  partner  of  his  bosom 
both  fleeing  from  the  prison  land.  Of  course  he  was  mtroduced 
to  Mrs  Mitchel  as  Mr  Warren,  and  he  was  observed  to  be  very 
attentive  to  the  lady  I  But  I  must  be  brief,  the  mail  is  closing 
and  my  story  is  getting  prosy. 

Mitchel  arrived  safely  in  Sydney,  spent  a  few  days,  still  in 

disguise — ^with  Mr. ,  a  hospitable  friend — and  left  in  the 

"  Orkney  Lass"  for  San  Francisco  about  six  weeks  since.  His 
family,  as  a  matter  of  precaution,  took  passage  in  the  ''  Julia 
Ann  "  for  the  same  destination,  from  Sydney,  about  a  week  after. 
By  this  time  you  may  have  seen  hun,  and  I  know  you  will  ex- 
tend to  him  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  His  career  I  know 
will  be  a  brilliant  one.  He  is  a  gentleman  and  a  soldier,  com- 
bining all  the  elements  of  a  patriot.  As  a  lover  of  liberty  and 
true  merit  I  take  a  lively  interest  in  these  warm  hearted  men 
who  were  banished  from  all  the  sweet  allurements  of  home, 
simply  because  they  dared  to  hope  that  their  poor  priest-ridden 
country  might  be  free  from  the  wretchedness  that  England's  pot 
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ley  had  plunged  her  in.  Poor  Ireland  I  what  has  she  done  to 
deserve  such  a  fate  ?  Why  are  her  sons  cast  off  like  so  masj 
murderers  and  burglars  for  nothing  bat  their  lore  of  their  own 
native  land  ?  Had  I  the  time  and  space  I  would  tell  jon  more 
of  Mitcbers  colonial  life.  There  is  romance  enoogh  in  it  for 
fifty  works  of  fiction. 


CHAPTER   VIII. 

HiLBOuiirK,  Sept  1868. 

It  is  past,  the  great  event  is  over,  the  imposing  ceremonj  has 
taken  place,  the  deed  is  done,  and  nothing  remains  for  jonr  cor- 
respondent to  do  bnt  to  faithfolly  chronicle  his  impressions  of 
the  gorgeous  spectacle  of  opening  the  legislative  council  of  tht 
colony  of  Victoria  I  I 

After  writing  yon  per  Bavaria  regarding  Melbourne  legisla- 
tion, curiosity  prompted  me  to  witness  the  ceremony  of  the 
"  opening  of  the  council,"  as  one  of  the  members  informed  me 
that  it  was  something  worth  seeing,  so  having  been  famished 
with  a  permit  a  la  parliamentary  style,  through  the  politeness  of 
Mr.  Winter,  one  of  the  newly  elected  representatives,  I  started 
off  up  Bourke  street  for  the  council  chamber,  and  arrived  just 
in  time  to  see  the  procession.  What  a  magnificent  display  ! 
The  opening  of  parliament,  the  meeting  of  congress,  the  conven- 
ing of  state  legislatures.  Pshaw  I  what  are  they  all  in  com- 
parison ?  Words  fail  to  describe  the  picture.  Look  at  that 
dense  mass  of  upturned  faces  that  line  the  street  on  every  side 
for  nearly  ^100  rods — full  one  hundred  and  fifty  people — men, 
women  and  children — all  gathered  together,  regardless  of  wind 
and  weather,  to  see  the  brilliant  pageant  I  How  anxiously  all 
wait  the  approach  of  the  head  column.  Even  the  fourteen  mem- 
bers of  the  40th  (the  receiving  corps)  are  getting  impatient. 
Here  they  come,  surrounded  by  the  mounted  police.  Carriage 
behind  carriage,  three  in  all !    The  one  drawn  by  that  proud 
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pair  of  city  hacks  has  the  distinguished  honor  of  carrying  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  colony  and  his  aid,  the  next  carriage 
holds  the  foreign  consuls,  and  the  next  the  other  digmtaries  of 
the  land.  How  I  wish  yon  could  stand  ^ith  me  on  the  steps  of 
the  council  chamber  to  see  this  commencement  of  an  Australian 
parliament ;  but  as  you  are  not,  I  can  only  tell  you  that  the 
escort,  the  military  band,  the  immense  length  of  the  procession, 
in  short  the  totU  ensemble  was  a  picture  for  an  artist  Never  in 
my  life  have  I  seen  so  little  enthusiasm  on  such  an  occasion — 

Not  A  cheer  was  raised,  not  a  welooming  note, 
As  his  g^Aoe  to  the  council  they  hurried; 
Not  A  soldier  displayed  his  loyAl  shout. 
O'er  tlie  place  where  the  hero  was  CArried  1 

There  was  no  touching  of  the  castor,  no  shaking  of  halldke^ 
chiefs,  no  loud  hurrahs,  no  anything  to  show  the  popularity  of 
the  governor.  Surely  this  is  not  an  enthusiastic  people,  or  his 
excellency  is  not  the  most  beloved  of  men. 

It  was  most  amusing  to  watch  the  proceedings  within  the 
chamber  from  the  little  henroost  of  a  gallery  in  St.  Patrick's 
Hall.  (Why  is  it  that  legislative  halls  are  always  provided  with 
such  niggardly  accommodations  for  spectators  ?)  This  place  was 
owned  by  the  St.  Patrick  Society,  and  I  am  informed  that  the 
government  rent  it  at  jS500  a  year  for  the  assembly.  It  is 
hardly  suitable  for  its  object,  being  altogether  too  smalL  It 
does  not  seem  much  larger  than  our  committee  rooms  at  the 
capitol.  The  platform  owns  one  solitary  chair  for  the  speaker, 
and  on  this  important  occasion  was  occupied  by  Gov.  Latrobe. 
In  front  was  a  table  for  the  clerk,  whose  powdered  wig  was  only 
eclipsed  by  that  worn  by  the  attorney  general.  (How  nonsen- 
•ical  these  hollow  forms.  How  absurd  to  see  a  man  with  really 
good  sense,  wearing  a  cat  skin  curled  to  order  Id  an  aognst 
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body  in  this  enlighteaed  age  I)  A  long  table  with  the  colonial 
mod  home  law  books,  stands  in  the  centre  of  the  hall,  and  two 
rows  of  hair  seated  benches  encircle  the  chamber  for  the  mem- 
bers ;  bat  they  have  nothing  more — no  desk  for  writing,  nor 
any  place  to  (mt  their  papers  and  their  books.  Perhaps  thej 
don't  ha?e  any.  The  governor  was  dressed  in  his  robes  of 
office,  and  read  his  speech  from  a  printed  document,  copies  of 
which  had  been  circulated  previously  among  the  members,  while 
sitting  in  the  chair.  I  wonder  if  colonial  goyemors  always  sii 
on  such  occasions ! 

There  was  no  feeling  expressed  by  the  audience  during  the 
recital,  neither  for  or  against,  notwithstanding  he  proposed 
some  important  changes,  among  which  was  the  total  abolition 
of  the  license  fee  ?  and  a  revision  of  the  tariff — assessing  a  duty 
on  sugar  and  an  export  duty  on  gold.  These  were  the  chief 
points.  He  promised  everything.  We  shall  see  how  he  will 
carry  out  his  plans.  After  finishing  his  oration  he  left  the  hall 
without  the  least  show  of  approbation  or  r^^ard.  Some  of  the 
new  members  were  then  promenaded  across  the  gaudy  looking 
tapestry  carpet  and  sworn  in  in  the  usual  way — ^Testament  in 
band,  producing  qualifications,  promising  to  notify  her  most 
gradous  majesty  in  case  of  treason,  etc,  etc  How  bashful  they 
appear ;  how  diffident ;  white  kids  and  white  vest^  and  pants 
strapped  within  an  inch  of  their  life  over  high  heeled-boots.  Oh 
Cobden,  oh  Brougham,  blush  for  your  newly  elected  Yictoriao 
brethemi 

The  ministerial  benches  were  filled  by  the  nominees — official 
and  as  many  not  in  office.  The  premier,  Mr.  Foster,  heads  the 
former,  backed  by  the  attorney  general,  Mr.  A.  Becket,  &c 

Melbourne  is  full  of  churches  of  every  denomination — Epis* 
eapa^  Catholic,  Baptist^  Unitarian,  Scotch,  and  all  tbetemodiet. 
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The  trim  chapel  of  the  Trinity  worahipperi,  the  ponderonfl  cath- 
edral of  the  hUy  set,  the  ornameutal  architectoie  <tf  the  Cbuick 
of  Euglaiid,  and  the  pecaliar  design  of  the  Jewish  Sanhediim, 
are  all  within  a  stone^s  throw  of  Ck)llins  street  The  deniieQi 
of  Melbourne  are  a  church-going  people.  Sunday  is  as  quiet  as 
in  a  country  town  at  home,  and  the  order  obsenred  on  e?ery 
hand  shows  most  forcibly  the  absordity  of  oar  bringing  out  so 
many  reYolvers. 

Last  Sabbath  I  attended  the  Church  of  England,  and  nerer 
in  my  life  was  I  so  wearied  with  a  morning  serrice.  And  yoa 
will  not  be  surprised  when  I  tell  yon  that  it  was  OTer  two  hours 
in  length.  I  could  but  think  how  widely  different  are  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  a  Sunday  morning  in  a  quiet  New  England  village, 
where  one  good  man,  for  $300  per  annnm,  officiates  as  derk, 
rector,  curate,  preacher,  everything,  and  who,  in  his  nnasroming 
prayer  instead  of  selecting  the  chief  dignitaries  of  his  own  land, 
remembers  the  whole  world,  "from  the  north  to  the  soath," 
"  from  the  highest  character  in  office  to  the  lowest  subject''  I 
never  left  such  a  meeting  without  a  holier  and  porer  feeling. 
Everything  so  simple  and  all  so  true—"  whose  religion  is  the  right 
— whose  only  creed  is  love."  The  church  is  built  of  stone,  and 
was  about  two  thirds  completed  when  the  discovery  of  the  mines 
scattered  the  workmen,  and  the  high  price  of  labor  and  bail- 
ing material  since,  I  am  told,  has  prevented  its  being  finished. 
It  seems  very  strange  to  me  to  find  in  an  dd  decayed  tree  ad||(Hn- 
ing  the  church  here,  the  only  belfry  which  Melbourne  can  fur- 
nish for  their  snudl  fire-engine  bell  I 

There  was  one  thing  that  I  was  pleased  to  observe,  and  that 
was  the  orderly  and  quiet  manner  with  which  all  left  the  church 
— ^none  covering  their  heads  till  fairly  across  the  threshold,  and 
I  oould'but  strike  the  balance  decidedly  in  their  favor  when  I 
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remembered  that  long  before  grace  is  said  we  osoally  hare  our 
gloves  OD,  our  coat  buttoned,  oar  pew  door  opened,  and  our 
cane  and  hat  in  hand,  all  ready  for  a  grand  rush  to  see  who 
should  be  the  first  oat 

I  am  sorry  not  to  see  more  "  shooting  galleries  ^  here,  as  they 
term  school  houses  in  the  west.  Education  is  sadly  n^lcfcted. 
I  belieye  there  are  no  public  institutions  for  children  in  the 
place,  and  only  a  few  private  ones.  Many  are  obliged  to  take 
their  children  to  England,  or  employ  a  governess.  I  sincerely 
hope  that  the  first  move  the  new  governor  and  council  make 
will  be  to  carry  out  some  practical  plan  for  national  education. 

There  are  very  few  societies  in  the  place.  The  "Mechanics' 
Institution"  is  the  best,  having  a  well  assorted  library  and  good 
collection  of  periodicals.  Among  the  paper  files  I  saw  none 
from  that  uncivilized  nation,  the  United  States,  although  the 
librarian  informed  me  that  two  or  three  journals  from  New 
York  were  ordered  last  January,  but  they  have  never  received 
any  of  them.  Lectures  are  occasionally  given  in  this  building 
on  scientific  and  local  subjects,  some  of  them  worthy  of  note. 

Theatricals  are  minus.  Second-rate  entertainments  are  all 
we  have  ;  cheap  concerts,  tipped  off  with  a  promiscuous  ball, 
and  an  American  circus  is  the  sum  total,  unless  I  except  an 
occasional  treat  at  the  Institute  above  mentioned,  where  the 
ladies  wear  bonnets,  and  the  gentlemen  top  boots  and  great 
coats! 

I  was  much  pleased  with  Gkelong.  The  scenery  for  mOes 
about  it  is  most  beautiful.  Its  proximity  to  the  new  diggings 
at  Balaarat  has  lately  given  the  place  a  most  business  like  ap- 
pearance. The  population  is  rapidly  increasing,  at  present  esti- 
maled  at  about  80,000. 

The  new  temporary  license  fee  thus  far  works  well.    The  dig- 


f^T^  one  tad  aJQL  pn j  liie  i,i  JSar  liavr 
luttr    Ail  liacij  WMA  wfw  k  w  iai«  the 

y^j^  umj  wA,  Lmxe  kksi  a  €id|ij  «f  i^ 
OM  ft  fev  4k ji  Hioe  liraiii  ft  4£lGg«;  aiad  tii 
H  rtttdi  ondcr  Utf;  oSd   rtgimt: — 

I 
G<4d 

No.  Sf6.  185S. 

Tbe  Usirer,  Jobii  Smitli,  hftTnig  piid  the  wtm  cf  oae  poaid 
ten  ftbillingt,  oo  ftcooo&t  of  the  gcaenl  lefcaae  cf  the  eoloej, 
I  hereby  license  bim  to  mine  or  dig  lor  gold,  or  eiereiee  or  ew> 
Tj  00  ftfijr  other  timde  or  calling  on  ndi  cnnrA  landa  withia  the 
Colorij  of  Victoria,  aa  shall  be  awigiied  to  lum  for  then  pos- 
|KMe«  bj  aiij  one  duly  aathorixed  in  that  behaH 

lliii  liceuie  to  be  in  force  ontil  and  dining 
ftod  DO  longer. 

Bigoed,  JoBv  Joi 


Regulationi  to  be  obterred  bj  the  penoos  digging  for  gold 
or  oihcrwiMe  cmplojed  at  the  gold  fields : — 

1.  1*liis  licctise  is  to  be  carried  on  the  person,  to  be  prodooed 
wbddcvcr  ilcmaiided  by  any  commissioner,  peace  olBcer,  or  other 
dul.Y  authorized  |>crHou,  aod  is  not  transferable. 

2  No  milling  will  be  permitted  where  it  woold  be  destmct- 
ivi*  uf  any  lino  of  road  which  it  is  necessary  to  maintain,  and 
v^'liicJi  Nliall  Im3  detcrmioed  by  any  commissioner,  nor  within  soch 
llNiiiii(!o  around  any  store  as  it  may  be  necessary  to  reserre  for 
MHM'M  to  it. 

a.  It  is  eiOoined  that  all  persons  on  the  gold  fields  maintain  a 
Ino  and  prouor  observance  of  Sondays. 
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4.  The  extent  of  claim  allowed  to  each  licensed  suner  is 
twelve  feet  sqaare,  or  144  square  feet. 

5.  To  a  party  consisting  of  two  miners,  twelve  feet  bj  twenty- 
four,  or  288  sqaare  feet. 

6.  To  a  party  consisting  of  three  miners,  eighteeen  feet  by 
twenty-foor,  or  432  sqaare  feet. 

7.  To  a  party  consisting  of  foar  miners,  twenty-foar  feet  by 
twenty  foor,  or  576  sqaare  feet ;  beyond  which  no  greater  area 
will  be  allowed  in  one  claim. 

The  digger^s  life  is  a  most  laborious  one.  No  one  can  tell  of 
their  many  hardships.  Toa  mast  go  to  Bahuurat  or  Bendigo 
to  paint  the  scene.  At  the  latter  place  there  are  several  han- 
dred  stores,  tents,  &c.,  all  laid  oat  in  r^ular  streets — of  coarse 
nothing  over  one  story.  There  are  two  canvfu  meeting  houta^ 
and  a  hospital  and  several  hotels — all  on  the  ground  floor.  In 
Helboome  they  have  only  ikree  fed  to  a  yard,  in  Bendigo  the 
whole  country  is  fenced  in  !  The  storekeepers  have  to  pay  a 
license  as  well  as  the  diggers,  bat  no  one  can  sell  liqaor  ;  yet 
everybody  sells  it  sub  rosa.  T\a  not  an  nnnsaal  thing  to  find  a 
dead  body  in  some  n^lected  hole.  I  have  no  doabt  bat  many 
poor  creatares  meet  with  an  early  death  by  the  "  hand  of  vio- 
lence." They  go  to  the  diggings  friendless  and  alone.  If  mur- 
dered, who  is  there  to  tell  the  story  7  No  anxious  wife,  no  dear 
sister,  no  any  one,  to  make  the  inquiry.  They  came  friendless 
into  the  country,  they  leave  it  as  they  came.  The  moment  the 
sun  goes  down  you  have  a  perfect  bedlam  in  the  camp — screech- 
ing, swearing,  and  singing,  pistol  shots  and  barking  dogs,  all 
mixed  up  together.  My  informant  tells  me  the  night  before  he 
came  down,  two  pistol  balls  went  through  his  tent  1  If  prudent, 
a  man  Is  sure  to  have  good  health  in  the  Bush.  The  rugged 
life  he  leads  will  make  him  strong  and  active.   Candles  are  used 
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under  ground.  After  sinking  to  a  great  depth,  th^  nndermiiM^ 
laying  on  the  belly,  and  pulling  the  washing  stuff  out  under 
them.  Sometimes  their  next  door  neighbor  breaks  through  his 
claim  on  to  them,  in  which  case  there  is  a  compromise.  During 
the  day  they  have  three  meals  at  the  diggings,  the  same  as  at 
home.    The  provisions  are  generally  poor,  but  rery  ezpensiTe. 

There  are  any  quantities  of  parrots,  possums  and  '^  native 
dogb"  in  the  vicmity  of  the  mines,  the  former  making  the  forest 
ring  with  their  uncouth  music.  They  have  a  a  slang  language 
at  the  gold  fields  peculiar  to  that  district  Tea  and  co£fee  are 
''  slingings,"  "  swags^  is  the  term  for  luggage  and,  "  shiser^  for 
an  unprofitable  hole.  I  believe  "  nuggett"  is  peculiarity  Austr»> 
lian — *' kyottering^  is  undermining,  and  "fossicking"  is  where 
they  use  a  knife  on  the  surface.  "Bloody"  is  a  term  they 
apply  to  almost  everything,  such  as  a  "  bloody  good  hole,"  or  a 
**  bloody  nice  woman,"  a  "  bloody  fine  tent,"  or  a  "  bloody  good 
sermon  I"  "Lags"  is  the  term  for  convicts^  "billy"  for  tea- 
kettle. Bread  is  called  "  damper,"  and  so  on  throughout  all 
their  mysterious  language.  The  roads  to  the  mines  are  strewn 
with  broken  carts,  old  drays,  dead  bullocks  and  horses  in  all 
stages  of  decay,  and  everything  that  is  sickening  to  the  sight 
The  "  black  forest"  is  twelve  miles  long,  and  full  of  bandits. 
Tib  a  dismal  place  to  go  through.  The  escorts  always  have  in 
passing  it  an  additional  troop  of  soldiers. 

I  suppose  there  is  no  plac^  in  the  world  where  there  is  so 
much  cruelty  to  animals  as  here,  the  poor  bullocks  in  their 
iron  bowed  yokes  being  the  great  sufferers.  The  driver*s  whip 
is  as  long  as  a  fishing  pole,  and  the  crack  of  it  is  as  loud  as  a 
pistol 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Eabtkbn  Hill,  HiLBonBifx, ) 
Oetober  8, 1868.  f 

Never  till  within  the  past  few  weeks  have  I  actually  realized 
that  I  am  liying  in  Britain's  monster  Newgate,  that  I  am  a  resi- 
dent in  England's  largest  prison  honse  I  Before  leaving  home 
I  often  thought  that  I  was  migrating  to  a  convict  land,  but 
never  until  now  have  I  felt  the  racking  honors  of  a  penal  colony. 
It  is  all  very  beautiful  for  Mr  Tupper  to  write  spirited  ballad's 
about  Australia's  emancipation,  and  for  the  journalists  of  the 
country  to  echo  back  the  rejoicing  song,  but  like  the  blood  of 
the  murdered  Rizado  in  Holyrood  Palace,  the  st^n  of  crime  re- 
mains deep  rooted  in  the  soil. 

A  short  time  since  the  august  legislature  of  New  South 
Wales,  led  off  by  Mr.  Wentwo^h,  the  Brougham  of  the  coun- 
cil, were  preparing  their  capacious  mmds  to  pass  an  act  for  the 
establishment  of  a  "  colonial  peerage  I"  What  a  "  stoopendous 
idea  1"  What  a  startling  project  I  Just  for  a  moment  run 
your  eye  along  the  brilliant  list  of  peers  that  I  can  imagine 
Punch  has  already  peopled  the  place  with,  (for  Punch  does  not 
spare  the  colonists)  and  anticipate  the  emblematic  designs  of 
Doyle  or  Gruikshank,  or  Thackeray,  when  classifying  their  res- 
pective ranks.  One  heralded  with  a  huge  pile  of  forged  notes 
on  the  Union  Bank,  another  mtroducing  a  slow  match  into  the 
safe  of  some  provincial  bank  ;  a  third  with  a  large  butcher's 
knife  reeking  with  the  blood  of  some  new  slain  victim  of  passion 
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or  reTCDge  I  all  of  them  to  be  pictured  by  the  great  Loadon 
satuist,  with  hand-culb  and  policemen  with  loaded  carbtnet  in 
the  back  ground. 

Thank  God!  the  public  most  reqiectfiallj  declined  swallowing 
the  gilt  edged  pill  that  the  aspirants  for  nobility  <^  oar  sister 
colony  had  so  ingeniously  prepared,  and  consequently  the  oolj 
titles  the  civilian  is  permitted  to  wear  in  Australia  are,  lus  ex- 
cellency, his  worship,  the  honorable  and  the  esquire. 

I  say  I  have  never  before  realised  the  startling  truth  that  I 
am  living  in  a  country  filled  with  the  scum  of  all  the  jails  in 
England,  meeting  no  doubt  in  my  daUy  walks  to  the  counting- 
house  with  some  of  the  pardoned  repentant  friends  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Dennison  I  The  homicide,  the  burglar,  the  forger,  and 
the  blackest  villains  that  the  world  can  produce  ;  men  so  ha^ 
dened  in  their  damnable  crimes  that  it  were  folly  to  believe  for 
a  moment  that  they  were  ever  touched  with  the  celestial  want 
of  repentance. 

I  have  not  thought  it  worth  my  while  when  writing  you  to 
notice  the  occasional  "  sticking  up"  of  some  unfortunate  traveler, 
or  the  brutal  murder  of  a  poor  digger,  so  many  instances  of 
which  occur,  but  never  come  to  light,  and  even  passed  by  with- 
out remark  ;  the  bloody  attack  upon  the  escort,  where  with 
more  than  Indian  treachery  a  volley  was  fired  from  an  ambush 
into  the  troop,  cutting  down  men  and  horses  like  so  many  forest 
trees.  But  when  the  events  of  the  last  fortnight  come  up  be- 
fore me  I  am  forced  to  tell  you  of  '*  tales  that  send  a  thrill  of 
terror  through  the  blood." 

Let  me  sum  up  in  as  few  words  as  possible  one  week's  history 
of  the  most  depraved  scamps  that  ever  left  the  demonAsnd. 
The  events  that  have  come  piecemeal  to  the  public  I  will  try 
and  give  you  in  regular  order. 
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While  the  schooner  "  Sophia  *'  was  anchored  in  the  river  at 
Circular  Head,  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Wigmore  requested 
the  schooner  s  boat  to  ferry  him  across,  which  the  captain  cheer- 
fully complied  with,  bat  while  doing  this  neighborly  act  two 
prisoners  of  the  crown  jumped  into  the  boat,  armed  to  the 
teeth,  and  bound  hand  and  foot  the  five  persons  therein,  includ- 
ing Wigmore  and  the  captain.  After  they  boarded  the  schooner 
they  destroyed  the  arms  in  the  cabin,  frightened  the  crew  into 
obeying  their  slightest  wish  at  the  point  of  the  carbine,  made 
Wigmore  write  ashore  stating  verhaiim  what  had  happened — 
threatening  instant  death  to  those  on  board  should  an  attempt 
from  the  shore  be  made  to  take  them,  ordered  the  captain  to  get 
underway  for  Port  Philip,  impressed  three  men  who  happened 
to  pass  alongside  in  a  small  boat,  making  about  fifteen  in  aU, 
whom  they  kept  in  constant  fear  by  continually  cocking  their 
pistols  before  their  eyes,  and  kept  watch  and  watch  all  the  way 
until  they  got  inside  the  Heads,  when  they  were  landed  by  the 
schooner's  boat ;  but  the  poor  sailors  who  rowed  them  ashore 
have  never  been  heard  from.  The  next  we  hear  of  these  des- 
perate men  is  at  Brighton,  where  they  asked  a  man  ploughing 
for  his  horses ;  but  as  he  was  rather  dilatory  in  complying  with 
their  demands,  one  of  them  deliberately  aimed  his  rifle  at  his 
Inreast  and  fired,  the  poor  man  dropping  down,  faintly  articu- 
lating in  his  dying  groans — 

"  My  God — what  have  you  shot  me  for  V 

They  then  mounted  the  horses  and  started  for  the  Bush,  slay- 
ing and  killing  everything  that  opposed  them.  They  waylaid  a 
Mr.  Clark  on  his  station  and  shot  down  his  gardener  who  came 
to  his  rescue,  adding  one  more  corpse  to  their  list  of  victims. 
The  mounted  police  took  the  scent  at  Brighton,  and  scoured  the 
ooontry,  tracking  the  murderers  by  a  bloody  trail.    In  the  hoi- 
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Uvw  fit  nn  nid  v*f!  Jnac  tH  die  mad,  Acf  fani  ttr  b^if  if  ft 
HUM  jiwe  icilivi,  liH  loniift  tseil,  his  «■»  ear  «^  wii  bs  tee  kor- 
rlM^  nnCiias^.  A  liccie  farmer  «&&  hot  bad  hcearaMcdcfpio^ 
f  iMf)nfi.  Mil  chft  inmttCM  -vvrt  trjo  tgriBieii  t»  teO  cf  the  dread- 
fill  riiar»ti  of  riut  pr»^>jiBi  nicht.  Ofevaud  poriwd  tke  tiwuwn, 
tiM  vilUaait  duuurine  hoTTMs  wbeaemer  tkrf  wH  with  better 
iCft«trlfi,  «tai  brnpim  slMui,  ftiid  fisr  a  tine  thcj  Vast  the  trail,  tifl 
^maiotr  op  with  aa  M.  hrj^j»  KfifmnaAj  duLiUd^  joa  mmj  na- 
ft^'M  tiMir  nxrprm  at  ftadxaa  theroa  /mrftca  att  itfdial  an 
^5«ii^  A^a/i  4»i  /^  !  While  leicaHip  them  aad  luteamg  to 
th^  ^ffj  fA  HfpfAj  threata  thrown  oat  bj  the  eonficti,  a  diot 
mM  \it^Tr\  ont  .«fl«,  a/M^mpamed  with  a  shrill  cry,  **  the  robben 
ar^  cftisi\nv.^  Ont  niih«d  the  poliee  jort  in  time  to  aee  Cadet 
Tliornfj^in  <(hot  through  the  longs  bj  a  rifle  baD.  Hot  at  all 
iritimidaM  bj  the  namben  of  the  poliee,  these  redckm  bandits 
gf»njn^  \vti\t\\j  among  them,  striking  aad  shooting  right  and  left, 
and  not  antil  their  ammanition  failed  them,  after  a  most  bloody 
fAU'tmnU'T  were  they  taken.  One  of  them  had  foor  discharged 
revolrfrrH  on  his  person,  besides  his  rifle  I 

MU'.v  the  capture,  and  while  they  were  being  brought  down 
Ui  MollKitirne,  they  boasted  of  their  past  crimes.  The  catalogue 
In  tmi  rrif()it.fii1  for  l)o1icf.  They  stated  that  they  had  killed  five 
mon  iM^fun!  leaving  Van  Diemen's  Land,  and,  since  that  time, 
of  rniirileriug  Honio  ten  or  fifteen  more  I  Their  sole  object  seems 
to  liiivo  ))cen  murder — or,  in  their  own  words,  to  make  a  "clean 
path."  The  least  opposition  to  their  demands  resulted  in  the 
(Iniitli  of  a  hnman  being. 

Tho  fon*goiiig  account  of  these  desperate  cnt  throats  yon  will 
hiinlly  ortMlIt,  and  I  must  say  that  had  I  not  had  a  sight  of 
tliiMu  uH  thoy  wore  taken  to  jail,  and  perused  the  records  of  the 
/K)ll(*o  (H)urt,  I  mjteU  could  hardly  hare  credited  the  newqisr 
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per  acconnts.  Their  exploits  go  ahead  of  Dick  Tarpin  m  his 
palmiest  days,  and  the  romantic  career  of  German  and  Italian 
bandits  seems  comparatively  tame  in  connection  with  them. 
This  subject  has  been  and  is  now  the  principal  topic  of  conver- 
sation.  Many  thini?  the  captain  of  the  schooner  was  in  the  plot 
to  get  them  off,  that  it  were  impossible  for  two  men  to  take  a 
vessel  with  a  crew  of  nine  sailors  and  five  passengers,  and  keep 
so  many  people  on  the  shore  at  bay.  Many  wish  them  to  hang 
in  chains,  and  others  woold  torture  them,  in  their  indignation. 
Joachim  in  all  his  glory  cannot  equal  the  foolhardiuess  of  such 
men,  and  fiction  is  exhausted  by  this  tragedy  of  real  life  I 

On  Monday  morning  last  three  of  the  "  lags  "  who  shot  into 
the  escort  were  hung  at  the  Melbourne  jail,  in  the  presence  of 
thomands  of  the  lower  classes,  making  some  eight  or  nine  indi- 
viduals that  have  been  strung  up  since  I  have  been  in  the  col- 
ony, less  than  five  months ! 

A  short  time  after  the  execution  on  Monday,  while  passing 
down  Great  Bank  street,  what  should  I  see  but  one  of  the  dead 
bodies  in  the  show  window  of  a  drinking  saloon,  decorated  with 
flowers  and  ribbons  1 1  What  a  disgusting  sight  1  No  wonder 
that  the  indignant  legislature  of  this  colony  have  hurled  back 
the  "  convicts  act  amendment  bill,"  which  her  majesty  has  once 
returned,  believing  in  the  supreme  power  of  her  prerogative. 
Mr.  Latrobe  will  hardly  dare  to  use  the  veto,  when  the  feeling 
18  80  iinaaimoa& 


OHAPTEE  X. 

Mklbournx,  Noy«ml>er  Y,  1858. 

**  Last  night  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of  oar  qoiet  Tillage 
were  aroused  from  their  midnight  slumbers  by  the  appalling  cry 
of  fire." 

The  above  slip  from  a  backwoods  paper  will  exactly  show 
you  the  peculiar  position  that  our  good  people  were  placed  in 
a  few  nights  since.  The  fire  was  in  Collins  street,  and  in  a  yery 
short  time  several  worshippers  at  the  synag<^e  were  relieved 
of  their  heavy  stock  of  goods.  Some  six  or  eight  buildings 
were  burnt  and  about  half  a  million  dollars  worth  of  property 
destroyed.  I  mention  this  simply  because  it  is  the  first  fire  we 
had  since  my  arrival  in  the  colony.  It  was  exceedingly  sadden- 
ing to  see  the  hard  earned  gains  of  the  poor  Jews  so  quickly 
scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  Heaven — but  no  looker-on  from 
Brother  Jonathan's  domiuns  was  expected  to  control  his  mirth 
when  watxihing  the  clumsy  movements  and  puny  efforts  of  the 
two  or  three  asthmatic  fire  engines  that  were  clustered  together 
through  the  influence  of  the  little  hamd  alarm  bell  It  would 
have  amused  any  one  who  has  an  appreciation  of  the  ludicrous, 
to  have  been  a  spectator  of  the  scene.  Of  course  such  an  event 
as  a  fire  in  Melbourne  must  occasion  a  universal  turnout  On 
the  one  side,  all  arranged  with  military  exactness,  were  the  gov- 
ernor and  suite  ;  on  the  other  you  had  the  mayor  and  the  whole 
corporation,  while  the  mounted  police  were  continually  moving 
to  and  fro. 
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The  machines  were  placed  after  much  delay  before  the  bnro* 
ing  baildings,  preparatory  to  the  arrival  of  that  most  important 
element,  the  water — which  was  brought  in  one  or  two  water  carts 
all  the  way  from  the  river,  each  taking  about  two  hundred  gal- 
lons !  To  empty  and  return  again  was  their  duty,  while  the 
engines  in  dispensing  orer  the  burning  mass  their  quart  pot  full 
of  Yarra,  accomplished  theirs  I 

I  have  seen  a  little  boy's  engine,  which  we  used  to  have  in 
Waltham,  manned  by  a  few  "  ten  year  olds,"  that  would  throw 
more  water  in  one  hour  than  they  did  here  in  the  forenoon. 
Had  there  been  any  mud  the  whole  street  must  hare  gone  by 
the  board,  before  these  poor  wretched  insurance  office  concerns 
could  wet  their  whistle.  By  and  bye  look  out  for  a  regular  San 
Francisco  leveler.  The  city  is  full  of  old  tinder  boxes,  put  up 
before  the  passing  of  the  building  act,  and  as  the  winds  are  some- 
times perfectly  fearful,  and  not  an  engine  worthy  the  name  in 
the  whole  place,  nor  a  hook  and  ladder  company,  what  is  there 
to  prevent  our  havmg  a  regular  San  Francisco  fire  ?  Some  of 
the  colonists  present  were  completely  thunder-struck  when  I  told 
them  how  we  should  have  managed  on  a  similiar  occasion. 
They  could  not  understand  the  suction  hose  principle.  This 
taking  the  water  directly  out  of  the  river,  and  passing  it  along 
from  one  engine  to  another  until  it  deluges  the  flames  I  Hun- 
niman  would  do  weU,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  send  out  on  spec,  a 
coople  of  his  ftur-fitmed  tubs,  two  that  were  never  "  washed,**  call- 
ing one  "  Yarra  Yanra** — ^the  other  the  "  Melbourne,"  coupled 
with  some  appropriate  Yankee  motto.  If  the  authorities  did 
not  take  them,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  start  volunteer 
companies  among  the  Americans,  who  would  quickly  raise  the 
needful,  where  there  is  such  a  fine  opportunity  of  displaying 
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tbeir  talents  of  managiDg  the  "  machines^ — and  knowing  that 
the  chocolate  and  coffee  on  snch  occasions  are  excellent  1 

The  grand  fancy  ball  came  off  with  distingoished  edat.  It 
was  most  creditable  to  the  mayor,  and  will  no  donbt  be  the 
means  of  re-electing  him.  A  few  thousands  judiciously  spent  oa 
such  occasions  will  do  more  to  keep  in  office  than  all  the  speech- 
making  in  Christendom  I  Some  of  the  dresses  were  truly  mag" 
uificent.  Newport  and  Saratoga,  or  even  the  continent,  would 
not  be  ashamed  to  admit  them.  Every  possible  nation,  eveiy 
distinguished  character  in  history,  every  conceirable  dress,  wu 
represented.  I  saw  several  beautiful  military  costames,  and  in 
the  morning  report  I  observed  that  "  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanoden 
appeared  as  a  lady  and  gentleman  of  the  mneteentk  centurjff* 
while  two  or  three  were  mentioned  as  being  in  the  **  anti-Blooa- 
cr  costume."  Now  the  aforementioned  characters  are  all  Greek 
to  me  ;  but  will  give  yon  a  good  idea  of  Melbourne  newsp^)er 
descriptions.     There  were  but  two  American  ladies  jnresent^ 

Mrs. of  Boston,  and  Mrs. of  Cincinnati ;  the  former 

as  Lady  Eowena,  the  latter  as  Zuleika  in  Dan  Giovanni,  His 
excellency,  who  was  present  in  full  uniform,  was  exceedingly 
complimentary,  and  gave  them  the  credit  of  being  the  belles  of 
the  room.  As  Mr.  Latrobe  is  an  old  courtier,  and  consequently 
a  ladies'  man,  he  very  likely  told  some  forty  others  the  same  1 
Tour  correspondent  appeared  as  Parthenia's  friend  and  yon  can 
imagine  how  majestic  he  must  have  looked  with  his  formidable 
whiskers  and  flowing  locks,  completely  buried  in  skins  and  mail, 
as  Ingomar,  the  barbarian. 


OfiAPTEE  XI. 

Mklboubns,  December  6,  1868. 

Since  my  last  the  Ghnsan  has  made  her  appearance  with  the 
September  mail  and  sailed  again.  She  made  good  time.  Her 
news,  to  September  8,  together  with  that  brought  by  the  Fly-  . 
away  from  New  York,  to  Angnst  21,  has  completely  disheart- 
ened ns.  Since  my  arrival,  the  20th  May,  oar  markets  have 
been  sick  ;  bat  the  fair  prospect  of  a  cessation  in  shipments  has 
kept  oar  spirits  buoyant,  and,  by  mataal  consent,  holders  of 
goods  talked  up  prices  to  a  fair  nominal  figure,  merely  nominal, 
I  must  allow,  for  when  there  is  no  purchaser  'tis  raiher  difficult 
to  effect  a  sale.  The  business  men  in  Melbourne  have  been  liv- 
ing on  hope,  but  the  late  advices  from  America  and  the  mother 
country  have  made  them  all  look  as  black  as  a  thunder  cloud  ! 
No  wonder.  Who  could  have  believed  it  ?  Who  for  a  moment 
could  have  thought  of  our  far-sighted  merchants  sending  goods 
enough  here  for  a  population  of  ten  times  ours  ?  I  sincerely 
believe  that  the  whole  shipping  world  is  mad ;  for  it  does 
really  seem  stark  lunacy  the  way  they  are  going  on  in  England, 
and  I  cannot  say  much  more  for  the  United  States  !  With  a 
population  not  exceeding  800,000  in  all  the  colonies,  we  have 
been,  are  still  receiving,  and  shall  continue  to  receive  goods  for 
the  next  three  months,  for  at  least  five  millions  of  people  1  I 
believe  that  nothing  will  stop  shipments  to  this  country  but  a 
lithographic  sketch  of  the  Melbourne  market  in  the  shape  of  a 
Melbourne  account  sales  !    Nothing  else  V\W  4lo  \V,  \  ^\sv  ^^\!&r 
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dtot.     A  peep  Ml  liK  bw]4s  vsB  «op 

ErtTjUjdr  coppoaed,  aad  rtrr  wwUj,too    tfcif  bo 
iiMn;U  vooid  ^a  nuMk  xo  Uus  eooatrr  fras  the  Sutn  fron  Jolj 
to  0<.'Uj}>er.     Bat  tht  /<ui  sbovs  the  falU^. 

Tbe  Aoetraliaii  gold  6«kls  hare  tJuxyva  the  whole  world  ia  a 
sp«9caUtiikjr  ferer,  which  will  aoC  pas  the  cmii  for  Baaj  mooths ; 
bat  wh«u  once  the  poise  beats  regnlarij,  the  palieat  wfli  be  ia 
good  flebh  aod  health  for  the  commttcial  race  of  coMpetitioa, 
Goodi  moit  be  sacrificed,  eoniigninfnta  thrown  awaj,  aad  maaj 
fortuiMS  lost,  maoj  rich  niea  made  poor,  before  the  poor  oyui 
can  be  made  rich  ia  shipments  to  Aostralial 

I  am  wilJiag  to  admit  that  I  among  the  rest  was  carried  awaj 
bj  the  dazzliDg  brilliaocy  of  the  Soathern  El  Dorado.  When 
I  left  Boston  I  was  as  moch  a  victim  to  the  excitement  as  anj 
one,  and  built  as  many  castles  as  the  most  sai^oine,  and  who 
could  help  it  after  reading  the  reporU  thai  were  mU  from  iku 
amrUry  twelve  nunUkt  ago.  Yes,  I  repeat^  reports  that  went 
liomo  from  Melbourne  and  Sydney ! — reports  which  the  news- 
pii[icni  echoed  far  and  wide,  reports  destmctive  to  a  Intimate 
conitncrco,  and  enervating  the  healthy  working  of  trade  I — re> 
[lorU  made  to  catch  the  eye  of  every  adventurer  ! — brief  hot 
inmnnating,  Ruch  as  "great  uardty^ — *' high  friots" — "en^r- 
mous  coiuumplion,**  and  "extraordinary  demamd,"  Reports  whidi 
will  lie  the  means  of  ruining  many  a  yonng  house,  who  have  em- 
burkecl  their  all  in  this,  for  a  short  time  "  Sooth  Sea  Bobble''  of 
th(*  ninUienth  century  1 

Kvery  day  goes  to  convince  me  that  advices  went  from  this 
country  last  fall  and  winter  that  would  give  fads  the  lis — sent 
homo  for  a  special  purpose  1 

Su(*h  accounts  have  led  many  into  the  trade  that  can  ill 
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afford  to  sink  so  soddeoly  what  little  they  had  gained  ;  bat  to 
aU  each  I  must  give  my  sympathy,  for  I  can  well  remember  the 
natal  result  of  my  first  shipment  of  onions  to  Great  Britain.  I 
saw  everybody  shipping  them,  and  beliered  a  fortune  was  to  be 
made,  and  I  worked  days,  thought  at  my  meals,  and  dreamt 
nights,  until  the  bills  of  lading  were  signed  at  2s  6d  freight  for 
twenty  five  barrels  silver  skins,  marked  T  [m  a  diamond]  to 
Liverpool,  on  board  the  good  ship  Washington  Irving.  They 
were  picked  by  hand  and  packed  in  the  cleanest  of  barrels,  and 
coopered  with  scrupulous  exactness,  and  paid  for,  from  my  clertL- 
ship  salary,  (I  went  without  a  new  suit  of  Sundays  aU  that  sum- 
mer). Those  who  have  been  shipping  to  Australia  may  form  a 
slight  idea  of  my  anxiety  about  remittances  and  accounts. 
'Twas  awful  suspense,  my  letter  of  instructions  was  carefully 
written,  not  a  word  too  many,  simply  advising  the  quality,  and 
using  the  words  "prompt  sales"  and  "prompt  remittances.'' 
Four  months  went  past,  and  I  was  about  ordering  Menard  to 
prepare  the  aforesaid  suit^  when  lo  1  a  letter  came.  'Twas 
sealed,  and  bore  that  well  remembered  stamp,  B.  B.  &  Co.  I 
broke  the  seal,  I  saw  the  words  "  dull  market,"  "  regret,"  "  per- 
ishable article  "—and  debU  of  jS3  17s  9d  1  That  was  my  first 
and  last  shipment  of  omons  to  Liverpool !  I  stopped  the  ordor 
for  the  coat,  and  practiced  economy  untQ  Richard  was  all  right 
once  more. 

A  continual  nightmare  has  been  hanging  over  our  market  for 
the  last  six  months,  and  now  all  hands  having  started  shipments 
agaiu,  the  monster  stares  at  us  more  ferociously  than  ever. 

I  know  of  no  instance  in  commercial  history  where  so  large  a 
business  has  been  transacted  without  any  reliable  information. 
California  was  different,  and  even  there  first  shipments  were 
disastrous,  and  later  ones  not  much  better.    'KoW\\!b&\A2QiS^Sk^ 
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the  enormoas  qoantlties  of  gold  which  the  mineB  hare  giren  np^ 
I  have  no  doabt  from  the  heavy  shipments  there  California  is 
still  indebted  to  her  sister  states. 

We  have  often  known  bosiness  men  to  enter  a  jcunt  stock 
company  in  the  dark,  and  book  themselves  for  a  few  hundred 
shares  on  the  recommendation  of  a  friend.  No  matter  from 
how  far  off  they  see  their  dividend ;  bat  'Us  very  seldom  yoa 
find  the  practical  merchant  entering  largely  into  a  conmiercia] 
transaction  of  any  magnitnde  in  a  foreign  country  without  some 
data  upon  which  to  base  his  calculation  ;  but  we  must  certainly 
allow  that  the  Australian  trade  has  been  an  exception.  Hie 
United  States  was  early  in  the  field,  and  has  plunged  headlong 
into  the  speculation  without  even  sufficient  geographical  knowl- 
edge to  locate  the  country.  It  is  no  usual  thing  to  find  bills  of 
lading  signed  to  ''Port  Philip,  with  the  privilege  of  Adelaide 
or  Sydney/'  just  as  if  those  places  were  as  near  each  other  as 
Boston  and  Charlestown  I  and  I  have  seen  letters  directed  in 
the  most  fantastic  way,  such  as  "  Melbourne,  near  Victoria,'' 
and  "  Port  Philip,  New  South  Wales ;''  and  one  had  simply 
"  Australia,''  in  addition  to  the  name  of  the  individual.  But 
there  is  nothing  like  experience.  The  trade  will  grow,  and 
America  will  be  a  strong  competitor  with  England  in  provisions 
and  "  notions  "  of  all  kinds. 


OHAPTEE  XII. 

UMLBovKtntf  December  16,  1868. 

You  win  be  surprised  to  see  how  fast  this  place  is  becoming 
Americanized,  Oo  where  yoa  will,  from  Sandridge  to  Bendigo, 
from  the  "  Ovens "  to  Balaarat,  you  can  bat  note  some  indica- 
tion of  the  hidomitable  energy  of  our  people.  **  Hang  a  coffee 
bag  in  that  place  noted  for  the  warmth  of  its  temperature  and 
the  morals  of  its  inhabitants,  and  a  Yankee  will  be  sure  to  find 
it,"  says  some  obserrer  of  our  national  character  1 

The  true  American  defies  competition  and  laughs  sneeringly 
at  impossibilities.  He  don't  believe  in  the  word,  and  is  prepared 
to  show  how  meaningless  it  is.  It  is  not  an  unusual  thing  to 
bear  the  movers  of  some  undertaking  that  has  been  dragging 
its  slow  carcase  along,  remark : — "  If  you  want  to  have  the 
jetty  finished,  you  must  let  the  Americans  take  hold  of  it  f 
and  sure  enough  they  have  obtained  the  contract  to  complete 
the  Hobson's  Bay  Railroad  Pier,  and  our  countrymen  mechanics 
iuTariably  receive  the  preference. 

A  mail  or  two  since  I  wrote  you  about  the  7%itUbat  appear- 
ance of  the  Melbourne  fire  brigade  at  the  late  fire  in  Collins 
street,  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  your  sending  us  out  a 
Boston  tub  or  two,  just  for  aggravation  sake.  Hardly  had  my 
letter  cleared  the  Heads  before  we  had  another  scorcher,  more 
furious  than  the  first,  burning  down  some  half<4ozen  buildings 
in  Flander's  lane.  The  Americans  could  not  endure  it  any 
longer,  and  on  the  spot  determined  to  ^oVoaX^^^x  >Scv<\t  ^ttnkr^ 
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for  the  pablic  good.  It  wms  too  mneh  for  oar  weak  nemi  to 
lee  the  reckless  destraction  of  property,  nniplj  for  want  of  a 
suitable  engine.  The  next  morning  oar  paper  was  started  and 
sizieem  tktnuand  dollars  sabscribed  in  less  time  than  it  takes  to 
perform  the  Episcopal  serrioe,  for  the  purchasing  of  the  soitaUe 
apparatos  for  a  thorooghlj  efficient  fire  dqwrtment  under  the 
Tolnuteer  Evstem.  After  all  the  American  houses  had  oontrlb- 
ated  their  fifty  pounds,  the  paper  was  passed  roond  among  the 
*'  merchants  of  all  nations,''  who  gladly  gare  os  a  helping  hand. 
The  enclosed  scrip  from  the  Argos  will  show  yoa  that  this  is  no 
flash  in  the  pan,  but  a  genoine  go  ahead  affair.  A  committee 
has  been  appoiuted  to  wait  apon  his  excellency,  with  a  brief 
oatliue  of  oar  system  of  managing  such  afljurs,  and  to  request 
the  goverument  to  famish  as  with  engine  houses,  &c,  if  it  met 
with  his  sanction  and  approraL  A  meeting  will  be  called  to 
hear  the  report  of  said  conmiittee,  and  if  favorable,  the  orders 
for  the  engines  will  be  sent  forthwith. 

As  most  of  the  Atlantic  States  are  represented  here  by  mer- 
cantile houses,  there  is  quite  a  difference  of  opinion  aboat  where, 
and  by  whom  said  machinery  shall  be  made — some  say  Soston, 
(and  I  most  respectfully  would  intimate  that  I  am  one  of  that 
number,  having  for  many  years  a  most  religious  belief  in  the 
superiority  of  that  city  over  many  others  for  clipper  ships,  clip- 
per mechanics,  clipper  engines,  clipper  scholars  and  clipper  mer- 
chants I)  Some  say  New  York,  others,  Philadelphia,  while  one 
or  two  believe  in  Baltimore.  To  settle  the  question,  we  may 
have  to  draw  from  each,  an  engine  for  competition  sake,— each 
maker  will  then  be  striving  to  excel,  and  we  shall  accordingly 
get  the  best  "  mer-chines.'' 

This  movement  will  show  you  that  the  Americans  are  not 
asleep. 
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A  few  day  since  I  was  trying  my  veil,  preparatory  for  the 
dond  of  dust  that  sweeps  along  Collins  street,  between  Queen's 
and  Swanston,  when  my  old  eyes  were  made  glad  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  real  old  Boston  water  cart  in  full  operation.  The 
streets  were  being  watered,  and  'twas  amusing  to  see  the  aston- 
ished natires  on  each  side  gaping  incredulously  at  the  watering 
machine.  No  wonder,  poor  benighted  race.  It  was  something 
they  neyer  dreamed  of ;  they  could  not  understand  how  that 
water,  which  they  were  paying  two  dollars  a  cask  for,  should  be 
scattered  up  and  down  the  street.  One  man,  more  intelligent 
than  the  rest,  had  presence  of  mind  enough  to  climb  up  on  the 
wheel  and  tell  the  drirer,  amid  a  shout  from  the  knowing  ones, 
that  the  water  was  all  leaking  out  of  his  cart  I 

On  inquiry,  I  found  that  an  American  was  watering  the  street 
on  subscription.  I  noticed  one  spot  in  the  middle  of  the  street 
as  dusty  as  ever,  while  either  side  was  carefully  sprinkled.  It 
seems  that  the  occupant  of  the  store  acyoining  declined  paying 
for  the  luxury,  so  the  driver  stopped  just  before,  and  commenced 
sprinkling  again  just  after  having  passed  his  door  I 

A  ^company  of  American  Californians  have  started  a  line  of 
passenger  wagons,  (American,  of  course,  made  at  Concord) — 
to  Bendigo  ;  another  party  have  two  teams  running  from  Gee- 
long  to  Balaarat ;  and  some  Cape  Cod  folks  are  doing  a  good 
business  with  some  Yankee  coaches  between  Sandridge  and 
Melbourne. 

There  are  about  one  hundred  New  York  buggy  wagons  in 
and  about  the  city,  mostly  owned  by  Englishmen,  who  for  a 
long  time  could  not  believe  that  the  tioy  spokes  and  slender 
wheels  and  springs  wore  sufficiently  strong  to  carry  their  weight  I 
They  are  much  delighted  with  the  covered  buggies,  and  well 
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they  may  be,  for  the  sao  comes  down  most  80ordiiii|^y  ugoa 
those  who  i^rt  a  "  dog  cart  I'* 

Some  two  or  three  Americans  are  engaged  in  catching  ish, 
some  forty  miles  from  town,  for  this  market ;  another  party  are 
cutting  firewood  at  the  Heads,  on  speculation — ^while  Moss  is 
selling  American  ice  at  the  Criterion  at  fifty  cents  a^nnd. 

American  timber  shuts  out  the  colonial ;  and  American  min- 
ing tools  have  already  displaced  the  English. 

American  liquors  sta/nd  no  chance  here — but  the  Amerk»a 
drinks  are  very  popular,  and  now  haTing  exercised  the  pecoliar 
privilege  of  an  American  in  saying  what  he  can  ci  h»  ooontry- 
men,  permit  me  to  wish  you  and  your  readers  as  many  haf^y 
returns  of  the  new  year  as  it  may  be  pleasant  for  yoo  and  them 
to  ei\joy. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

IfKLBovBKiy  Janxuury  1, 1864» 

Wi  take  DO  note  of  time,  although  time  takes  notes  of  ns. 
Twelve  months  ago  I  should  as  soon  have  thought  of  ocenpj- 
ing  a  pnlpit  in  Timbnctoo  as  a  counting  house  in  the  antipodes. 
Gire  me  Liverpool  with  its  dense  fogs  and  rains,  or  Boston  with 
its  easterly  winds,  to  this  itifemal  r^on,  for  a  hotter  place 
than  Melbourne  at  this  season  of  the  year  I  h<^  I  niay  never 
locate  in.  While  yon  are  luxuriating  m  furs  and  fires,  drinking 
mulled  wine  at  Porter's  and  sleighing  on  the  Neck,  I,  poor  devil, 
am  wearing  away  an  unhappy  new  year  in  imbibing  luke  warm 
Yarro-yarra,  and  in  endeavoring  to  catch  a  breath  of  fresh  air 
amid  the  clouds  of  dust  that  always  accompany  the  hot  winds. 

Here  I  am,  sans  ice,  sans  fruit,  sans  everything  but  the  blues, 
the  Australian  indigo  blues !  Who  can  help  it,  when  suffocat- 
ing with  heat,  eaten  up  with  flies,  and  choking  with  dust  ? 

The  fruits,  bah  ! — the  meanest  farm  down  east  would  eclipse 
the  whole  colony  in  eatables.  Twenty-five  cents  for  a  little  dried 
up  peach !  two  dollars  for  a  quart  of  cherries  I  and  fifty  cents 
for  a  JMi  cucumber  ! — shades  of  the  Pilgrims,  protect  us  from 
such  a  deuert,  where  the  only  fruits  known  are  the  emu  and  the 
kangaroo.  Give  me  the  rainy  season,  with  all  its  mud  and 
dampness,  rather  than  this  pestilential,  fire  scorching,  dust-chok- 
ing sirocco,  which  almost  drives  me  mad.  The  country  far  and 
wide  is  parched  with  the  mtense  heat,  and  the  few  cattle  are 
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d;iDg  for  food  and  water  ; — and  I  beliere,  in  SfHte  of  oi 
to  the  contrary,  that  this  is  a  fair  specimen  of  an  AuBtralian 
mmmer.  Sydney's  work  on  this  conntry  and  Martin's  Ctrionin 
are  precions  gems  to  gnide  the  nnsnspecting. 

Herewith  is  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  oonatl- 
tntion.  I  send  it  to  70a  believing  that  politicall;  as  well  u 
commercially  yon  are  aaxions  to  hear  from  oa.  He  docnment, 
for  an  English  colony,  is  decidedly  democratic,  althongh  maof 
of  its  clanses  have  a  tinge  of  the  opposite  color. 

The  parliament  of  Tictoria,  by  this  paper,  is  to  be  inrested 
in  two  honses,  the  legislative  coancil  and  the  honae  of  assembly, 
the  veto  resting  in  her  most  gracions  majesty,  throngh  her  roy- 
al representative  the  governor,  the  former  to  be  wholly  elective, 
consisting  of  twenty-five  members,  whose  term  of  office  is  t«n 
years — the  colony  to  be  divided  into  five  electoral  distrii^ 
each  sending  five  members,  whose  qaslification  for  otBce  mnst 
be  a  free-bold  of  £10,000,  and  a  British  bom  subject  of  thirty 
years  of  s^e. 

Now  tbia  is  what  I  consider  perfectly  absnrd,  this  bolstering 
op  in  sach  a  freak  of  fortane  conntry  as  Australia — the  money 
qnalification — this  placing  gold  agonal  brains.  How  few  great 
minds  woald  have  ornamented  oar  senate,  had  it  required 
$50,000  to  give  them  a  seat  I 

Wealth,  in  my  opinion,  has  weight  enoogfa  already  with  As 
masses  witiiont  pushing  it  forward  by  a  statute  regnlatioa.  'B» 
clause  making  a  man  British  bom  wlU  of  eonw  durt  otrt  aD  fts 
Shields' and  Sollies  I  Awnj- u.-n  .  ■  ■  .;,.■■  !.■  ptililicalonuiderj, 
for  ye  are  mO  in-nnitled  toenni  r  1  ,^<jrtsi  )irtTiu«taof  tlto  house 
of  lords  I  W*  may  expect  1 
legislative  councilor  must  be  thiij 
poet  that  SI 
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**  Mui  At  thirty  thinlu  hiiiia«lf  *  fool'*— 

and  18  pretty  sore  of  it  at  forty,  &c. 

I  suppoae  the  committee  thoaght  it  would  be  too  American 
to  call  the  npper  house  the  senate.  There's  dignity  in  that 
name  ;  it  has  a  Roman  sound,  and  calls  to  mind  the  giant  intel- 
lects, Clay,  Galhoon,  Webster.  I  hare  se«n  none  here  worthy 
to  touch  the  hem  of  their  garments,  none  that  bear  the  st.amp 
of  statesmen.  Do  note  the  qualifications  for  electors  to  this 
august  body  I     I  forbear  commenUng, 

The  house  of  assembly  holds  a  member  only  three  years, 
erery  200  electors  ginng  one  member — colony  divided  into 
counties,  and  the  large  counties  into  ridings ;  qualification  for 
said  office,  j&2000  free-hold,  and  British  bom  subject,  or  seren 
years'  naturalisation.  This  will  give  you  a  glance  at  the  much 
talked  of  constitution.  Liberal  in  many  things,  supremely  re- 
diculous  in  others,  most  likely  it  will  be  modified.  The  diggers 
haTe  a  word  to  say  ;  they  are  independent  dogs,  and  are  ready 
at  anytime  for  a  shindy. 

Pardon  me  if  my  brevity  is  saddening — ^if  my  pen  is  dressed 
in  the  sombre  garb  of  mourning,  for  within  two  short  hours 
I  hare  seen  consigned  to  a  dark  and  dismal  grave  the  breath- 
less forms  of  two  young  men.  I  have  but  just  returned  from 
the  new  cemetery,  and  the  funeral  rites  and  grave-yard  reflec- 
tions still  occupy  my  thoughts.  Mr.  Hammatt,  a  young  Amer- 
ican, of  Bangor,  Me ,  and  Wallen,  a  young  Englishman,  long 
residing  in  Philadelphia,  have  gone  to  their  long  home ;  and 
distant  friends  will  join  me  in  shedding  a  tear  for  the  fate  of 
those  two  youths,  of  fair  prospects  and  good  name,  who  wan- 
dered so  far  away  for  gold  and  found  a  grave  I 

Toung  Hammatt  came  passenger  in  the  Plymouth  Rock,  and 
brought  me  a  letter  of  introduction  from  Mr.  George  McLel- 
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laa,  cf  tiie  BoMOi  eassoB  knn.  Ha  Ihs  ben  fastlliqg  wHk 
fornxoe  %z  :2^  soui  &d»i«w  «ai  for  oiuiy  a  ki^g  daj  Ihs  been 
dzvopu^  wiiti  Utti  rsia^eas  dsBOfcr.  eooHmpCioi^  brooght  oup 
so  dvxib;.  bj  ej[{09BR  ia  Uk  mam  and  tbs  MtabBity  of  the 
cii3tt:e.  He  dkd  ««  Smuzidgge.  wbwe  ba  mmpanioiw  firan 
Baa^ord^  allukej  ccoAiwsaoocbhiidjipgpaiow.  But  yet 
h<  iratf  fAT  ftv^j  £rixu  iuxae*  no  kin^g  moHhet^  ao  geotte  wler, 
Ex''  rk:LiL::re,  &>ce  ae-jr  Aad  dear  to  sxKbe  hk  Ctdiag  looaieDU 
aad  b.vvl  :^<e  i^&p^r  Ui&;  i:^is  ;^  drearf  fMtbvaj  to  tbe  tomb  I 
IVi&iu  41  UK  AaujKxiefr !  Td  barl,  "^  toj  baid  to  die  ao 
far  £^Ma  boB&e  a2>d  kiaizvu.  and  mosi  wdAmmg  to  witneB 
ivkhk;  TocuiL  ao  full  of  bLssfal  hope  and  bippiiifw^  bnger  awaj 
asAi  c:<  iu  a  >:rac^  laad.  scrroanded  vitb  aooe  of  tba  hunries 
of  hvcse  !  Noc  f Tea  a  clefv^sian  wbo  imderEtaDds  the  "**^"'"g 
cf  sTz:^>ti;::T  !  for  ;ike  &%^  '."rmAiitw  *f  tie  trrittca  prayer  seems 
io  p^?ire:sb>i!OCdL.  in  oxz^MkrlsOQ  viih  tbe  gentie  flowers  that  a 
Ni^ V  Esc'aii  p^:;^^^  s;;>^ws  otvt  ihe  cofin  tid,  wheie  words  of 
ivcfc^m.x:  i<::le  >::  :he  =il>L  :;  we2«  aLnoa  mockery  to  listen 
to  :l  T^  ao»:  sKlasc^^xj  u>  wiiaeas  the  procefdings  of  an 
Assiral^  rizxnl !  Aa  Aaencan  dies^  and  eren  though  a 
s:ra:A:>rr.  is  fc^Ilx^ved  u>  u«  tomb  by  his  ieUow  countrymen. 
I  4=:  prs.\2i  :o  r^.»ri  :hi$  kl&dned  feeliai^.  this  noble  sympathy, 
thi»  k'Te  oc  o»;i::;rT.  I;  was  an  amuaal  sight  to  the  old  colo- 
nist to  viui^si  dO  many  Azaencaa  bi^ggy  wagons  in  a  funeral 


YocTiC  Wftlles  has  Iwec  here  about  twdTe  months^  and  from 
his  f^trx:^  aid  Algetic  constitution  you  would  hnidly  huTe  pro- 
Ecc'-oto  lira  as  earir  ncum  :o  the  fell  destrorer.  He  wis  all 
L:c  4::-i  ti-er^.  and  rerr  pc^mlar  in  his  social  and  busaneas  rela- 
tkM&  He  W4S  erxaped  to  a  youi^  lady  in  Phiiadelphia»  and 
has  only  waiud  for  the  re;uni  of  his  fiuher  from  the  States  to 
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go  for  Yua  hit  bride.  Alas  I  the  dark  border  of  the  funeral 
note  will  throw  a  shade  of  sadness  over  that  yonng  heart  which 
many  months  and  years  of  weeping  memories  cannot  dispel  I 

The  funeral  ceremony  was  peculiarly  national  A  printed 
notice  was  sent  to  all  the  friends,  glo?es  and  long  crape  badges 
were  prorided  f6r  all  present,  and  in  an  ac^oining  room  a  table 
was  profnsdy  qyread  with  cake  and  wine  I  The  hearse  was 
decorated  with  white  plumes,  illnstratiTe  of  yooth,  and  the 
church  senrico  was  as  chill  as  the  atmosphere  and  no  ladies  at- 
tended the  funeral. 

**  In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death** 


CHAPTER  XIT, 


Tor  wiD  BCTcr  fiD]]Ta|3pBraBtetkebMstf  of  llieiBtrod^ 
remazb  u>  li«ifl»er*s  ketsre  on  A vtnfia  tQl  joa  hsTe  prnrd 
SjdxKT  Heftds  u^  dropped  joor  sDchor  in  the  dnr  blue 
wixeR  of  Port  Jftc^BCA.  Tbe  Headi  pracBt  a  most  impnaSwy 
iLfpRftTuxx!,  lowering  as  ther  do  »  many  hnndred  feet  abore 
iht  snrfAoe  <yf  ti>e  waxer,  one  enonaooi  maas  of  scnggj  rock, 
cmt  c€  vbkh  li^e  unmorul  diiael  of  the  creator  had  cot  a  nanow 
gatewiT  for  the  cosTenieDW  of  the  worid,  m  smaU  the  aperture 
aiid  90  bo]d  the  coast,  eren  Cook,  the  adTenturous  narigator, 
lost  agiit  of  it  aad  steered  his  bark  ia  the  afterwards  fkr-fiuned, 
oidj  in  a  name.  Botany  Baj  !  Bat  the  sailor  mt  the  mast-head 
saw  the  placid  waters  of  Sjdnej  a  few  miles  inlaDdy  mod  thos 
the  harbor  was  discorered  before  its  entranoe. 

Fix>m  Port  Philip  to  Port  Jacksoo  the  coast  presents  a  most 
fdngnlar  aspect^  the  wliole  coantrj  bearii^  the  impress  d  inim- 
datioQ.  Much  as  has  been  said  aboot  the  dangerous  narigatioa 
between  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  for  my  part  I  should  think  the 
nnderwriters  risk  much  greater  on  oar  Atlantic  border,  or  in 
making  many  of  the  ports  of  Britain.  The  coast  is  wdl  marked, 
and  in  fair  weather  yoor  coarse  is  briefly  told ;  yon  need  not 
hag  the  land,  bat  make  yoar  distance  from  point  to  point  Bot 
when  yoa  encoanter  one  of  the  dense  fogs,  or  get  brought  ap 
by  a  gennine  "  soatherly  boster,''  look  oat  for  breakers,  for  they 
ajie  always  ratUing  alon^  the  shore.    I  saw  the  rock  when  the 
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ill  starred  "Monomental  Citj"  baried  so  manj  of  her  yictims, 
and,  as  yoa  gaze,  yoar  fancj  is  basy  with  the  distressing  scenes 
it  pietares,  and  you  think  yon  hear  the  wail  of  drowning  misery. 

Oar  passage  was  a  brilliant  one,  and  by  it  the  "  Golden  Age" 
has  placed  her  competitors  a  long  way  in  the  distance.  With 
a  fair  wind  the  best  time  ever  made  from  Heads  to  Heads 
by  experimental  steamships  was  51  hours,  while  we  have  done 
the  distance  in  43  with  the  wind  dead-ahead,  and  Capt.  Porter 
is  confident  that  English  coal  and  favorable  weather  will  shortly 
bring  it  inside  of  40  hoars  I  It  was  a  novel  sight  to  the  good 
people  in  Sydney  to  witness  our  enormoos  proportions,  for  the 
qaick  report  of  the  brass  gnn  brought  handreds  to  the  view. 
The  upper  saloon,  the  massive  walking  beam,  the  great  height 
of  the  top  hammer  from  the  water,  and  the  peculiar  model  of 
the  long  black  hull  without  a  bowsprit,  were  severally  the  topics 
of  comment  and  surprise.  But  the  picturesque  appearance  of 
the  bay,  studded  with  so  many  miniature  villas  and  so  much 
natural  beauty,  was  much  more  novel  and  interesting  to  me. 

I  have  never  seen  nor  have  I  ever  read  of  any  place  in  the 
world  that  can  compare  with  it.  It  seems  as  though  nature 
had  concentrated  on  the  border  of  her  water-works  the  combin- 
ed loveliness  of  a  long  range  of  inland  scenery. 

The  hurry  and  whirl  of  a  new  city  swelling  its  commercial 
boundaries  almost  to  bursting,  the  rapid  change  of  shaky  wood 
and  tottering  composition  to  substantial  stone  and  mortar,  the 
busy  stir  and  the  quick  step  of  a  Melbourne  life,  had  entirely 
driven  from  my  memory  the  fact  that  Sydney  is  over  half  a  cen- 
tury old  ;  and  not  till  I  had  observed  in  some  portions  of  it  a 
strong  resemblance  of  English  Chester  and  Scotch  Edinburgh, 
did  I  realize  that  the  town  is  almost  as  old  as  our  constitution. 
Go  where  you  will  throughout  this  fine  old  place,  yoa  me  tb.^ 
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nnmistakftUe  stamp  of  England  and  the  Engliflh.  Yoa  foiget 
when  witnessing  the  snng  domains  and  dasnc  cottages  whidi 
ornament  its  enTirons,  and  the  home  lack  of  the  wealthj  dtoeo, 
that  yon  are  so  far  from  the  mother  coontrj,  moch  fiuther  (if 
yon  measnre  distance  by  mails)  than  the  star  of  the  Padfio — 
California. 

Like  Boston,  Sydney  has  little  nnifonmty  in  its  streets,  llieir 
irregularity  is  as  pnzzling  as  are  those  ererlastii^  sqoaies  m 
Philadelphia.  Some  of  the  principal  thoroughfares  were  kept 
very  tidy,  while  in  others  I  was  forced  to  walk  in  the  guUtr — 
being  the  only  dean  place  I  oonld  find  ! 

The  city  cannot  well  be  hid,  from  the  simple  &ct  of  its  being 
built  npon  a  hill,  and  we  need  ncTcr  look  for  its  &11,  as  it  is 
founded  on  a  rock.  The  whole  site  is  one  massire  quarry  of  sand 
stone,  in  many  places  towering  some  fifty  to  one  hundred  feet 
above  the  surface.  1^  very  convenient  to  get  snifident  material 
from  your  foundation  to  construct  yonr  entire  building. 

Some  of  the  buildings  now  being  erected  in  George  street  are 
choice  specimens  of  architecture.  The  Bank  of  New  Sontii 
Wales  for  instance,  and  the  Gonmiercial  Bank  are  both  great 
ornaments  to  the  city.  These  institutions  can  well  afford  the 
immense  outlay,  for  Australia  banking  is  a  eureka  mine  to  stock- 
holders. The  stranger  is  particularly  struck  with  surprise  when 
the  cabman  tells  him  that  the  cathedral,  now  about  half  finish- 
ed, was  conmienced  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  I  You  can  hardly 
credit  it,  but  such  is  the  fact  It  was  a  magnificent  undertak- 
ing but  too  heavy  for  the  purse  of  its  projectors.  They  are  still 
at  work  upon  it,  and  posterity  may  yet  hear  the  man  of  God 
hold  forth  beneath  its  sacred  roof.  I  believe  that  several  sums 
have  been  left  by  those  in  the  parish  to  hdp  along  its  comple- 
tion, but  it  will  be  a  long  time  I  fear  before  annuities  finish  it ; 
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for  well  wishers  most  die  rapidly,  or  the  foandatioii  will  decay 
ere  the  roof  is  prepared. 

There  are  several  other  onfinished  churches  in  Sydney,  com- 
menced in  1842,  the  panic  year,  when  the  strongest  houses  snap- 
ped like  a  wish-bone,  and  business  was  laid  npon  the  shelf. 

The  priTate  equipages  hero  entirely  eclipse  our  Victoria  cap- 
itol.  I  saw  several  superb  liTeries.  England  is  copied  in  this 
respect,  for  the  footman  and  the  lackey  wear  the  breeches  and 
the  boots.  The  public  conveyances  are  much  superior  to  those 
in  Melbourne,  many  of  them  being  formerly  private  carriages. 


GHAPTBB    XV. 

19  my  Imst  I  cxmfiiied  mjadf  within  the  boiden  d  the  dtj, 
DOW  I  propoBe  to  wmnder  ofer  and  about  its  ennron^  and  to 
giTe  joa  a  bird's  eje  Tiew  of  Botany  Bay,  South  Heads  and 
Parramatta,  the  three  prindpsl  exconions  from  the  metiopolis, 
all  of  which  will  cater  to  joor  enjoyment  when  yon  Tiait  Sydn^. 
for  thej  are  as  attractire  in  their  beauty,  and  bear  the  same  re- 
lation to  the  i^ace,  as  our  suhmrham  rides^  to  the  village  d  the 
pilgrims. 

Botany  Bay  has  become  a  pioferb,  a  bogbear  in  partiamen- 
tary  debates,  a  demon  in  the  nnrsery,  no  matter  how  rapid  the 
march  of  intellect,  no  matter  what  other  penal  prison  may  be 
patronized,  Botany  Bay  has  too  firm  a  hold  npon  the  mind  to 
die  away.  When  in  earnest  aignment,  or  in  general  conTersa- 
tion  where  crime  is  the  tofnc,  and  yon  don't  wish  to  send  the 
criminal  to  the  place  where  they  don^t  rake  np  fire  nights,  yoa 
immediately  procure  him  a  passage  to  Botany  Bay.  And  yet^ 
singular  as  it  may  seem,  there  is  nothing  in  it  or  about  it  that 
shocks  the  sense,  or  jars  the  feelings  of  the  most  delicate  tour- 
ist Captain  Cook  christened  it  for  the  foliage  and  the  plants, 
and  the  first  conrict  ship  cast  anchor  in  its  silent  watns.  Hence 
the  name,  and  hence  the  association,  a  medal  sunk  in  the  rock 
*^  all  the  reminder  you  have  of  Cock^  and  a  small  white  monu- 

■t  informs  you  thai  La  PeroaKiiaa«Ma^».thft8(iotfor  the 
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last  time.    Like  Sir  John  FraDklin,  and  Leichhardt^  none  knew 
the  place  or  the  manner  of  his  death. 

Not  a  bailding  is  to  be  seen  upon  the  sea  shore,  sare  the  hotel, 
which  is  the  Gretna  Green  of  Sydney,  the  Rockland  Honse  of 
Boston.  The  shore  has  a  barren  look  when  not  shaded  with 
the  trees,  and  a  small  jetty  extending  some  hundred  feet  into 
deeper  water,  is  the  only  indication  of  an  **  hereditary  peeragey 
The  grounds  about  the  house  are  very  beautiful  and  the  garden 
is  filled  with  the  choicest  flowers,  but  what  was  most  interesting 
to  me  was  a  good  view  of  the  birds  and  beasts  of  Australia. 
The  emu  resembles  the  ostrich,  and  runs  with  great  speed. 
There  were  three  or  four  of  these  birds  running  about  the  yard 
as  tame  as  turkeys.  Their  great  size  and  awkward  gait  at- 
tracted as  much  notice  as  did  the  clumsy  lounging  moTements 
of  the  kangaroos.  It  is  amusing  to  watch  the  moremcnts  of 
these  peculiarly  constructed  quadrupeds.  A  kangaroo  hunt  is 
most  exciting,  but  it  is  soon  ended,  for  the  steady  pull  of  the 
well  trained  hound  tells  upon  the  long  legged,  long  leaping  jump- 
er, and  while  the  fox  under  such  circumstance  seeks  his  hole,  the 
kangaroo  turns  at  bay  and  the  sharp  homy  claw  on  the  hind 
feet  does  fearful  execution  on  a  pack  of  hounds. 

The  black  swan  resembles  the  white  in  most  respects  save  its 
cdor,  and  the  native  deer  takes  to  the  water  as  naturally  as 
this  bird. 

Birds  of  e?ery  species  were  to  be  seen  about  the  house  and 
in  the  grounds ;  and  in  a  menagerie  adjoining  were  several  ani« 
mals  from  the  Indies,  among  which  was  a  beautiful  Bengal  tiger. 
Among  the  birds  the  cock-a-too  pleased  me  the  most ;  it  is 
easily  tamed,  and  talks  with  much  fluency,  saying  "pretty 
cocky"  as  plainly  as  a  human  voice.  Botany  Bay  is  short  of 
ten  miles  from  the  city,  and  I  think  it  tiie  ip\%QAMi\«i^  v^ud^ssc^ 
ntrmt  in  the  caaatrj. 
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Sooth  Heads  are  stodded  with  the  l%;fatIioiBe  and  the  tel- 
egraphic station,  and  yon  reach  them  OTer  a  good  macadamiied 
road  of  seren  or  eight  miles,  the  labor  of  the  earlj  oo&ffcts. 
The  Tiew  from  the  summit  is  most  imposing,  and  coTers  the 
country  far  inland,  the  whole  scenery  of  the  beaatifbl  bay,  the 
picturesque  aspect  of  the  scattered  shipping,  and  the  classic 
situation  of  Sydney  itself.  Besides  which  yoa  hare  a  ^lendid 
prospect  all  along  the  border  of  the  ocean  and  far  oat  to  sea. 
It  requires  some  nerre  to  look  down  the  diff,  which  orerhangs 
the  water ;  its  great  height  is  enough  to  make  a  sailor  giddy. 

Returning  we  passed  Wentworth's  Place,  which  is  situated 
close  upon  the  bay,  a  romantic  retreat  for  the  Australian  states- 
man. Among  the  thousand  and  one  trees  that  line  the  roadside 
I  discovered  nothing  familiar  to  the  gaze,  all  seem  different  from 
those  in  our  part  of  the  world,  not  even  a  shrub  did  I  detect^ 
saro  a  specimen  of  the  common  braix,  that  I  CTer  saw  in  the 
United  SUtes. 

Parramatta  derives  its  name  fix)m  the  river,  and  is  acnne  fif- 
teen miles  from  Sydney.  Through  the  politeness  of  Captain 
Fitxroy,  A.  D.  C,  and  son  of  the  governor  geanenl^  our  party 
was  provided  with  a  lunch  at  the  government  house  there.  A 
gallant  little  steamer  took  us  up  the  river,  whidi  gave  ns  a  fine 
view  of  the  country  round  about,  and  carriages  had  been  pio- 
vided  to  bring  us  back  inland. 

In  Sir  George  Gipp*s  day  the  goveromrat  property  at  Pana- 
matta  was  in  thorough  repair  and  the  groonds  were  most  tast^- 
f^lly  arranged,  but  under  the  present  administratioQ  they  have 
been  sadly  neglected.  The  town  is  very  English,  and  appeared 
to  me  very  much  as  Thorpe  did  to  Mr.  Moimtford.  Nash's 
Hotel  is  much  better  arranged  and  kept  than  many  of  those  in 
Sjdnej. 
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I  aaw  the  progress  the  directors  had  made  with  the  Parra- 
matta  raUroad,  and  should  suppose  that  the  Pacific  line  will  be 
completed  before  this  road  has  passed  its  yoathfal  days. 

A  locomotive  whistle  in  Australia  will  be  an  era  in  the  na- 
tion's progress,  and  time  will  be  dated  from  that  day  I  Wake 
up  ye  Sydney  people,  or  Melboome  will  take  the  bread  from 
yoor  months  I  The  young  giant  is  already  boasting  of  his 
strength,  and  yoor  natural  position  will  not  of&et  his  energy — 
ModaUy  ye  are  a  hospitable  community,  but  commercially  ye  do 
not  keep  ap  with  the  age  in  which  ye  li?e. 

Government  and  enterprise  have  done  little  for  Sydney, — 
nature,  everything.  I  fear  now  it  is  too  late  ;  the  rival  of  Port 
Philip  is  attracting  the  gaze  of  the  whole  world,  and  I  point 
joa  to  the  shipping  for  the  truth  of  my  assertion. 

Sydney  is  the  oldest,  but  not  the  most  progressive  of  the 
mother  country's  Australian  children ;  she  is  the  oldest  and  has 
been  the  most  favored,  for  she  is  the  head  of  which  the  others 
are  the  body. 

The  commander  of  the  forces  and  the  governor  general  are 
quartered  here,  but  how  long  they  will  remain  is  a  question  we 
will  answer  later  on. 

I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  to  hear  that  Melbourne  is  to 
be  the  centre.  She  deserves  it,  her  population,  her  conmiercial 
greatceaSy  her  geographical  position,  demand  it. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Stdnkt,  N.  a  W,,  lUr«h  1, 1864. 

Wherb  yoa  meet  with  ooe  ship  in  P(»t  Jackson  yoo  will  see 
a  dozen  in  Hobson's  Bay.  The  whaling  fleet  have  cut  the  pkice 
— for  it  would  never  answer  to  touch  Australia  in  the  goidm 
age,  for  Jack  would  be  off  to  the  diggins !  Everything  ii 
changed  in  that  respect.  No  conoids  are  employed  now  in  the 
coasting  trade,  as  formerly — ^you  must  get  your  sailors  where 
you  can. 

The  port  seems  to  have  been  selected  as  a  hospital  for  dis- 
abled steamships,  the  Adelaide,  one  of  the  A.  R.  M.  S.  S.  Go.'s 
boats,  has  been  lying  here  for  a  six  month — a  bad  investment 
for  a  new  steamship.  The  captain  abandoned  her,  but  the  un- 
derwriters kicked,  and  Captain  Heuderson  has  been  sent  out  by 
the  owners  to  get  her  home,  if  possible.  I  hope  he  will  succeed 
with  the  old  tab.  The  pioneer  Cunarder  is  also  here,  the  old 
Unicorn,  which  Captain  Wood  sold  for  Messrs  Howland  & 
Aspiuwall  for  about  $25,000. 

The  Tasmania  (the  East  Boston  old  "  Rajah  Wallah,")  ii 
also  another  lame  duck  I  can  see  anchored  in  the  stream.  Bat 
what  American  ships  are  those  just  under  the  stem  of  the  QM^ 
en  Age,  bearing  the  English  flag  ?  'Pon  my  aon],  thef  an  the 
old  Boston  packet  ships  Washington  Irv^^^ 
can,  the  pioneers  of  Train's  line,  that  wer 
two  years  since  I  I  saw  them  at  Md 
last  May  ;  now  here  it  •  «t  Sjda 
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quick  trips  to  England.  Although  yoa  have  built  the  Sorer- 
eign  of  the  Seas  and  the  Great  Repablic,  yoa  hare  no  reason 
to  be  ashamed  of  yoar  old  acquaintances,  Mr.  McKay.  The 
Washington  Irving  still  holds  the  name,  bat  the  Anglo-Ameri- 
can flonrishes  under  the  more  supercilious  soubriquet  of  "  Arro- 
gant." The  brilliant  author  of  the  Hudson,  of  whom  we  all 
feel  so  proud,  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  his  namesake  is  still 
aliTe,  and,  that  although  she  unforls  another  flag,  she  supports 
her  honors  with  a  good  grace. 

Off  "  Capt.  Town's  "  wharf  some  twelve  or  fifteen  old  whale 
ships  are  laid  up  in  regular  line,  the  squadron's  christened  **  rot- 
ten row.''  He  buys  them  at  auction,  and  lays  them  aside,  he 
says,  for  rainy  days.  He  is  confident  that  siulor's  wages  will 
fall,  and  that  a  good  business  will  spring  up  at  some  future  day 
to  bring  them  into  use. 

There  is  a  beautiful  little  steamer,  yclept  the  "  Fairy  Queen," 
that  plies  across  the  bay,  a  perfect  Tom  Thumb  of  a  boat, 
whose  counterpart  yon  will  only  find  in  the  classic  waters  of 
Loch  Katrine. 

The  tide  falls  some  six  feet,  and  deep  water  berths  are  as 
thick  as  wealthy  convicts. 

Mr.  Williams,  the  fifteen  years  United  States  consul,  removed 
under  Fillmore  and  re-appointed  under  Pierce,  has  a  pleasant 
place  at  Balmain.  He  stands  well  in  the  community,  and,  al- 
though he  has  married  an  Australian  lady,  his  feelings  are 
American. 

Mr.  Clark  resides  at  the  ''  Olebe,"  and  entertains  in  Chester- 
field style.  Woolloomooloo  and  the  Glebe  are  the  Roxbury 
and  Brookline  of  Sydney.  What  a  pity  they  did  not  introduce 
a  few  more  o's  in  the  former  name. 

To-morrow  we  leave  for  Melbourne,  and  ^<b  *^  Q[^^«ei  k.^^ 
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has  a  fair  freight  list  and  a  good  number  of  passengers.  As 
promised,  I  touch  off  one  more  squib,  and  leare  the  place  with 
my  impressions. 

I  need  not  say  that  I  was  mnch  i^ndiced  agunst  Sydney 
when  I  arriTed  here,  for  I  bad  heard  of  the  strange  treatment 
that  the  Americans  receiTe  from  the  English.  Gosnp  had  made 
me  familiar  with  Mr.  Raymond's  case,  and  I  thought  yon  coold 
see  which  way  the  wind  was  by  straws  I  He  was  most  unfortu- 
nate in  having  one  of  the  vigilance  committee,  who  was  instra- 
mental  in  sending  back  several  who  had  arrived  in  San  Fran- 
cisco as  captain  of  the  **  New  Orleans,''  and  that^  together  with 
the  loss  of  the  "  Monumental  City,"  creating  no  small  sensation, 
and  the  republishing  in  Sydney,  from  a  California  pi^r,  that 
ill-fated  letter  which  Mr.  Raymond's  friend  so  imprudently  gave 
to  the  press,  all  tended  to  increase  the  feeling  of  distrust  and 
prejudice.  But  this  is  fast  dying  away  ; — America  and  Aus- 
tralia are  too  intimately  connected  in  their  commercial  relations 
to  allow  illiberal  views  on  either  side  to  spring  up  and  check 
their  progress. 

I  say  that  I  was  not  prepossessed  with  the  people  or  the  place 
when  I  arrived,  but  now  at  my  departure  I  see  the  injustice  of 
my  conclusions. 

If  I  am  to  judge  by  the  hospitality  our  party  has  received 
during  our  ten  days  visit  from  every  quarter,  I  should  put  Syd- 
ney against  the  world  for  courtesy. 

Sir  Charles  Fitzroy,  the  governor  graieral  of  all  the  colonies, 
is  a  plump  John  BuU  of  the  free  and  easy  school ; — a  gentle- 
man whose  hospitality  extends  over  a  wide  circle  of  his  friends. 
He  is  a  hon  vivarU  in  its  literal  sense,  and  is  as  good  a  judge  d 
claret  or  Burgundy  as  you  will  find  in  the  colony.  He  has  held 
the  reins  of  goveTnment  some  six  or  seven  years  with  Deaf 
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Thompson  for  his  premier,  a  man  of  strong  mind  and  well  read. 
It  is  understood  that  an  India  appointment  wonid  exactly  touch 
the  wishes  of  his  excellency,  but,  as  he  is  somewhat  advanced  in 
years,  I  doubt  if  he  obtains  one.  Captain  Porter  gSLve  him  a 
quiet  lunch  on  board  the  *'  Golden  Age,"  and  he  returned  the 
compliment  by  inviting  our  party  to  dine  with  him,  a  courtesy 
much  more  marked  from  the  fact  of  his  detaining  the  "  Calliope,'' 
government  vessel  which  he  was  about  embarking  in  for  the  new 
settlement  a  day  or  two  to  carry  out  his  intentions. 

We  had  a  delightful  time  at  the  government  house,  a  build- 
ing which  shames  its  namesake  in  Melbourne.  Twenty-lwo  of 
us  sat  down  to  the  table  loaded  with  the  luxuries  of  the  day, 
and  from  the  rapidity  with  which  the  plates  were  changed,  you 
would  imagine  yourself  in  the  HaUl  de  Paris  ! 

Sir  Charles  acted  the  host  to  perfection,  having  a  kind  word 
for  all.  In  the  evening  we  saw  the  iUU  of  Sydney,  and  as  the 
lackey  announced  name  after  name,  some  of  them  ringing  with 
titles,  I  thought  that  Sydney  boasted  a  society  that  Melbourne 
never  dreamed  of  I 

But  to  me  the  lions  of  the  evening  were  William  Wentworth 
and  his  opponent  Darvail.  They  seemed  to  me  the  shining  lights 
in  that  brilliant  assembly.  I  felt  that  I  knew  them  both,  for 
I  had  but  just  read  the  exciting  debates  on  the  new  constito- 
tkm,  where  these  two  orators  were  the  Hayne  and  Webster  ^ 
the  day. 

l%6re  he  stood,  the  tall  herculean  frame,  the  hard  weather- 
beaten  visage,  the  American  constitution-hater,  Wentworth  I — 
tiie  giant  intellect  of  New  South  Wales,  the  Tom  Benton  of  the 
hgiriatore — ^for  he  has  been  eloquent  for  thirty  years  in  the 
eoancils  of  his  country.  He  leaves  in  the  Chusan  for  England, 
to  posh  his  nominee  constitution  down  iUe  1\itoqA&  ol  VXi^  \sas^ 
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try,  and  throagh  the  legifilative  stomacli  of  the  Wngiiiih  pariift- 
ment  1  But  it  may  not  go  down,  Mr.  Wentworth  !  Parliamenl 
wiU  reject  the  titled  pill,  Mr.  Wentworth,  whidi  yoa  have  so 
carefully  prepared  ;  and  what  will  be  the  result,  Mr.  Went- 
worth ?  The  puzzled  ministry  will  say  here's  a  pretty  pickle  I 
New  South  Wales  asks  for  a  nominee  upper  house  I  Victoria 
says,  give  me  an  elective  chamber ! — and  South  Australia  wants 
neither  one  nor  the  other.  Yan  Diemen's  Land  and  New  Zea- 
land will  shortly  be  "knocking  at  the  door,  let  me  in,"  with  an 
ttitirely  different  proposition.  Now  what  shall  we  do  bat  send 
them  all  back  to  form  a  federal  go?emment  a  la  Ameriea,  the 
cen^  of  which  will  be  Melbonmo  ?     Vive  le  Australia  ! 

But  I  am  wandering  again  from  Sir  Charles's  goests,  and 
Mr.  Wentworth  begs  to  introduce  me  to  his  friend  (?)  Mr.  Dar- 
Tall,  "  whose  sentiments  are  more  congenial  to  mine.''  We 
thank  you,  Mr.  Darvall,  for  upholding  American  institutions. 
Ton  have  gallantly  defended  us  from  Mr.  Wentworth's  cut- 
throat stabs.  How  nicely  you  riddled  his  argument,  how  inge- 
niously yon  showed  up  the  fallacy  of  his  logic  !  That  repartee 
on  his  namesake — one  of  the  early  gOTemors  of  the  Qranite 
State,  was  a  capital  hit ;  and  the  way  yon  handled  the  slaie 
question,  the  Baltimore  riot  among  the  printers  in  1812,  and 
the  double  election  senate,  did  you  credit  You  have  now  our 
admiration,  Mr.  Darrall ;  and  when  you  visit  the  United  States 
you  will  find  a  room  already  engaged  for  you.  Permit  me  to 
introduce  to  you  Sir  Charles  Nicholson,  the  speaker  of  the  legis- 
lative council,  the  provost  of  the  university,  and  the  owner  of 
the  largest  and  finest  library  in  the  colony.  He  is  a  wealthy 
bachelor  of  the  old  school,  and  is  noted  for  his  kindnesi  to  oor 
countrymen.     He  speaks  familiarly  of  Wilkes  and  Rii^gold, 
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and  other  officers  of  oar  governmeot,  whom  he  has  entertaioed 
in  Sydney. 

We  met  Professor  Bell  and  Dr.  Wooley,  of  the  ministry,  at 
his  hospitable  table — for  he  is  a  patron  of  belles  leltres.  Those 
I  met  spoke  highly  of  his  excellency  ;  and  from  what  I  can 
gather,  Sydney,  the  Australian  writer,  told  the  truth  when  he 
said  yon  would  seldom  find  '*  a  better  governor  than  this  good- 
natured,  ball-giving,  Qeorge-the-Fourth  style  of  Fitzroy.**  Gov- 
ernment Hoose  is  a  splendid  bnildmg,  and  yon  will  have  to  go 
to  England  to  find  another  such  a  park.  The  early  governors 
mnst  have  lived  in  style  ;  and  Sir  Charles,  before  the  death  of 
his  wife,  most  have  had  something  of  a  court  on  his  presidential 
salary  of  $25,000  per  year.  His  sons  are  gay  burds,  and  in 
reputation  have  almost  astonished  their  illastrious  predecessor. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

MxLBOUBinB,  July  16, 186^ 

The  last  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  jon  by  the  hand 
in  yoor  editorial  sanctum  yoa  requested  me  to  give  yoa  an  ink- 
ling of  Australia,  its  commerce  and  its  people,  and  yoa  also 
wanted  an  occasional  gossipping  note  of  general  news, — yon 
haye  had  both.  Since  the  time  I  made  Point  Nepean,  more 
than  a  year  ago,  I  haye  jotted  down  such  items  as  came  beneath 
my  notice  and  passed  them  over  to  yon  with  my  impressions  of 
the  day.  My  object  has  been  to  giye  yon  a  fair,  impartial  yiew 
of  life  in  the  Southern  Ocean,  and  to  comply  with  the  oftrrepeat- 
ed  request  of  many  kind  and  dear  acquaintances  in  my  natire 
city,  (whose  friendship  I  prize  far  more  than  all  the  glittering 
dust  of  Bendlgo  or  the  precious  "nuggets''  of  Balaarat,)  who 
begged  of  me  to  write  them  something  of  this  peculiar  land,  so 
far  famed  for  its  hunyijp  productions  of  the  animal  and  Tegetable 
kingdom  I 

Whether  I  have  succeeded  or  have  only  laid  myself  open  to 
invidious  remarks,  you  are  best  informed.  If  my  gossip  has 
proved  of  interest  to  some  few  of  the  many  whose  attention  has 
been  turned  towards  the  Yictorian  gold-fields,  I  am  satisfied ; 
if  not,  I  am  willing  to  ''cut  the  painter  V  lAj  evenings  and 
the  seventh  day  of  the  week  are  all  my  own  ;  my  days  belong 
to  the  sterner  cares  ot  bxis^xiew.    '^^  ^t«t  mercantile  lesson  fo^ 
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bade  privaie  correspondence  in  btuiness  boors  ;  and  I  assure  joa 
I  haye  never  broken  the  precept  or  forgotten  the  preceptor. 

Having  thus  **  defined  mj  position  "  for  the  benefit  of  "  whom 
it  maj  concern,''  permit  me  to  saj  that  a  year's  experience  be- 
neath an  Australian  sun  has  not  made  an  Englishman  of  me, 
and  I  doubt  if  a  lifetime  in  the  colony  could  allure  from  me  my 
passport  as  an  American,  as  one  of  the  glorious  many  I 

Give  me  leased  property  and  citizenship,  to  freehold  and  alien- 
ation. 

Twelve  months  experience  in  Melbourne  during  the  memor- 
able years  of  1853  and  '54  will  prepare  one  to  raise  his  shingle 
in  Japan,  open  an  icoK^ream  saloon  in  the  African  desert,  form 
a  copartnership  in  Patagonia,  or  attempt  any  enterprise,  how- 
ever hazardous  1  Tis  experience  dearly  bought,  but  valuable 
when  in  possession.  San  Francisco  with  its  rotting  importa- 
tions is  no  counterpart  to  this  remarkable  port.  The  millions 
sunk  there  may  exceed  the  enormous  sums  buried  here,  biit  there 
will  always  l^e  a  wide  difference  between  the  two  places — as 
wide  as  between  the  cash  and  credit  system  I 

If  we  can  judge  by  our  recent  advices  from  California,  this 
country  is  far  the  largest  consumer,  and  will  prove  herself  the 
fairest  mark  for  the  speculative  shipper.  Do  you  doubt  it? 
Look  at  the  figures.  Australian  imparts  last  year  reached  the 
enormous  sum  of  eighty-five  millions  of  dollars  !  and  the  imports 
into  this  colony  reach  three  hundred  dollars  a  head  to  each  man, 
woman,  and  child  in  Victoria  I  Can  you  point  to  me  in  the 
whole  range  of  commercial  history  another  such  a  statement  ? 
No,  the  world  never  saw  the  parallel  I  Is  not  then  a  country 
that  can  stand  alone  under  such  a  staggering  load  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  emigrant  and  the  shipper  ?  and  now  you  have 
the  statistics  can  you  wonder  why  our  markets  reaA.lv»i\}E^^^- 
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cniDg  leTel,  and  have  proved  so  disasiroiifl  to  the  earij  mdTen- 
turer  ?  At  one  time  six  hundred  ships  in  Hobson's  Baj,  deep 
loaded  with  valnable  cargoes^  all  clamoriog  to  be  discharged — 
and  no  lighters,  no  drays,  no  warehooses,  no  whorres,  no  con- 
yeniences  of  any  kind  I  Do  jon  not  then  pitj  the  pioneers  in 
the  trade,  who,  while  they  have  been  borne  down  by  cares  and 
perplexities  which  no  other  place  can  eqnal-^b^ging  here  and 
there  a  little  storage,  and  trusting  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry  in 
their  endeavors  to  make  sales,  who,  while  they  have  gone  through 
the  fire  and  smoke  of  the  Australian  furnace,  are  obliged  to 
shoulder  the  censure  and  bear  the  blame  of  stagnant  markets 
and  unfortunate  speculations  ? 

But  now  a  brighter  day  has  dawned,  and  once  m<xre  we  are 
blessed  with  a  clear  sky  and  a  brighter  prospect  Remember 
that  while  our  imports  have  startled  the  world,  our  exports  are 
not  beneath  your  notice.  Remember  that  from  January,  1853, 
to  January,  1854,  we  shipped  one  hundred  tons  of  gold  f — and 
from  the  commencement  of  the  present  year  to  date,  OYet  fifty 
tons  of  the  precious  dust  have  been  sent  abroad !  So  yon  may 
safely  put  down  our  gold  product  at  one  hmndred  tons  per  annum 
as  the  official  statement,  not  indudmg  the  large  quantities  in 
the  hands  of  passengers  I 

Fifty  millions  of  dollars  will  answer  for  an  annoat  capital, 
and  if  any  one  doubts  it,  it  will  guarantee  oar  solvency  I 

The  average  production  for  the  last  three  months  exceeds  the 
same  period  last  year  by  some  oonces,  and  a  larger  emigration 
of  able  bodied  miners  would  very  much  increase  that  quantity. 
We  arc  now  in  an  excellent  position  for  a  healthy  trade.  There 
arc  plenty  of  warehouses  now,  and  lighters  and  drays  and 
whar?es  are  fully  equal  to  the  demand. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

MxLBOUiNK,  July  28, 1864. 

Last  ereniDg  I  had  the  pleasure  of  dttiog  dowD  at  the  Crite- 
rion to  a  grand  feast,  given  bj  his  coantrymen,  to  the  patriot 
statesman  William  Smith  O'Brien,  and  his  companions  in  ezUe, 
Martin  and  O'Donghertj.  Oar  conatrymen  have  shown  a 
warm  sympathy  in  these  poor  exiles,  and  I  know  there  are 
many  who  will  be  glad  to  hear  a  word  about  these  martyrs  to 
a  glorious  cause  I  There  are  thousands  of  whole-souled  Irish- 
men, commencing  with  the  distinguished  senator  from  lUinoiBy 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  jrho  will  be  glad  to  welcome  to 
our  shores  this  illustrioos  man  I 

The  meeting  was  most  eothosiastic,  dieer  after  cheer  rang 
through  the  densely  crowded  hall.  When  OHBrien  rose  to  res- 
pond to  the  toast  of  the  evening,  nerer  have  I  witnessed  such  a 
demonstration  ;  dieering  and  dapping  of  hands  and  stamping 
of  feet  I — the  wine  glasses  rattled,  the  windows  shook,  and  the 
whole  building  seemed  to  tremble  with  the  raised  voices  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  Jolly  Irishmen  I 

Twas  a  prond  moment  for  the  orator ;  he  seemed  deeply 
affected,  and  his  emotions  choked  his  ntterance,  for  a  time ; 
but  untying  his  cravat  and  nnbuttoning  his  shirt  collar,  he 
thanked  them  with  a  true  and  earnest  thankfulness  for  their 
kind  welcome.  He  met  them  socially,  he  could  not,  he  would 
not  touch  on  politics.  His  freedom  had  come  to  him  unsolicited  ; 
never,  said  he,  have  I  attempted  to  escape,  iIl\iOx\^\\A.^^\A^ 
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many  opportanities,  for  I  would  never  acknowledge  that  I  wai 
a  crimiDal,  bat  I  do  not  censore  in  the  leaat  my  compatriots 
who  are  in  America.  I  connseled  Mr.  Mitchd  to  do  eo,  and  I 
consider  him 'stainless  in  point  of  honor,  bat  there  ia  one  thiog 
that  it  pains  me  to  know,  and  that  ia  the  portion  which  he  has 
taken  in  regard  to  slavery.  I  am  sorry  for  this,  and  cannot 
understand  it ;  but  so  far  as  his  escape  is  concerned,  his  honor 
is  as  pure  as  my  own.  Just  so  is  it  with  my  friend  Mr.  Meagh- 
er, a  young  man  of  great  and  sterling  promise.  I  understand 
that  he  is  about  to  become  a  citizen  of  that  gloriona  country, 
the  United  States  of  America.  Should  he  do  so  I  predict  that 
he  will  do  honor  to  that  kind  hearted  people  who  have  shown 
80  much  sympathy  for  those  poor  refuges  who  bore  the  curse  of 
English  tyranny  and  injustice.  He  (Mr.  O.  B.)  here  became 
much  excited,  and  related  the  causes  of  his  banishment,  and 
spoke  of  the  trials  he  had  endured  in  Tasmania,  branded  as  he 
was  as  a  common  felon.  He  spoke  feelingly  of  his  country,  and 
advised  his  countrymen  to  emigrate  to  America^  there  they 
were  men,  at  home,  serfs.  Even  now  I  am  not  permitted  to 
visit  my  native  soil.  I  am  free  to  come  when  I  please,  reads 
my  reprieve,  but  cannot  touch  the  shores  of  Britain.  His  sen- 
timents are  unchanged.  For  five  years  they  have  tried  his  cour- 
age, and  for  five  years  he  has  been  true. 

Mr.  O'Brien  spoke  kindly  of  his  friends  who  shared  his  prison 
walls,  and  seemed  grateful  to  all  who  have  befriended  him.  He 
could  not  say  too  much  about  America,  and  conduded  his  re- 
marks by  proposing  her  prosperity  and  welfieure. 

He  is  about  fifty  years  of  age,  and  is  a  fine  looking  man.  He 
is  a  parliamentary  speaker,  having  been  a  long  time  in  the  house 
of  Commons.  He  is  of  noble  family  and  high  connections,  and 
is  a  gentleman  of  handsome  property.    For  no  selfish  reason. 
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or  for  any  priTate  purpose  bat  his  country's  welfare,  he  entered 
the  arena  of  revolution.  He  failed,  internal  canses  prevented 
his  SQCcess,  a  packed  jury  convicted  him  of  high  treason,  and  he 
was  banished  for  life  I  His  cause  was  a  just  one.  The  canker- 
ing worm  of  English  misrule  was  destroying  his  unhappy  coun- 
try when  he  threw  himself  into  the  excitement  of  the  day  I 

Our  land  is  broad  and  beautiful,  and  our  institutions  show  the 
healthy  growth  of  self-government.  Ireland  is  rich  in  her  inter- 
nal resources,  but  mismanagement  has  made  her  poor. 

Martin  seems  to  avoid  politics,  but  is  bitter  against  his  op- 
pressors. He  is  also  a  man  of  wealth  and  good  estates  in  Ire- 
land. They  wait  his  return,  and  must  wait  five  years  more,  for 
his  parole  does  not  permit  him  to  return  to  his  native  land 
until  his  sentence  has  expired.  He  is  a  middle  aged  man, 
with  a  noble  but  melancholy  face  ;  he  has  no  pretensions  to  elo- 
quence. O'Dougherty  is  about  30,  and  is  also  a  fine  looking 
man.  He  has  studiously  pursued  his  profession  as  a  medical 
student,  while  at  Hobart  Town  ;  and  it  is  his  purpose  now  to 
return  to  Paris  to  finish  his  education. 

O'Brien  goes  to  Belgium,  where  his  family  are  to  meet  him. 
Martin  also  goes  to  the  continent,  and  I  believe  they  all  go  by 
this  overland  mail.  They  probably  will  not  visit  America  for  a 
year  or  two,  but  I  doubt  if  they  ever  enter  again  among  the  use- 
less agitaUons  of  their  country.  Long  exile  seems  to  have  sadden- 
ed their  lives  and  crushed  their  spirits.  Wherever  they  breathe 
the  air  of  free  government  they  will  be  welcome,  and  I  can 
only  wish  that  they  may  receive  as  cordial  a  welcome  wherever 
they  may  go  as  Mr.  O'Shaughnessy  and  their  countrymen  have 
given  them  herel  Addresses  and  substantial  presents  have 
1)een  showered  upon  them  both  here  and  in  Geelong.    They 
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stop  at  Dr.  Motherwell's,  a  warmhearted  Irishman,  of  large  prac- 
tice, and  many  friends. 

The  Golden  Age  on  the  5th  of  May  bore  away  onr  old  gov- 
ernor, Charles  Joseph  Latrobe,  Esqnire,  and  the  Qaeen  of  the 
Sonth,  on  the  21st  of  Jnne,  brought  ns  oar  new  one,  Sir  Charles 
Hotham,  E.  C.  B.  The  Hon.  John  Foster,  the  colonial  secre- 
tary, was  "the  officer  administering  the  government"  in  the 
interim.  The  reign  of  Charles  the  First  terminated  with  the 
deportnre  of  the  former  vessel,  while  that  of  Charles  the  Second 
commenced  on  the  arrival  of  the  latter,  Eling  John  (as  he  is 
called  by  the  Argus)  filling  np  the  blank  with  all  the  honors, 
but  none  of  the  titles  of  the  office. 

Mr  Latrobe  has  many  warm  friends  here  among  the  squat* 
ters,  but  he  was  not  a  man  of  the  people.  Throughout  the  col* 
ony  of  Victoria  you  find  no  great  public  enterprise  stamped 
with  his  name.  He  was  a  capital  governor  for  Melbourne  in 
1837,  but  1853  and  '54  require  men  of  action  and  of  mind. 
Since  its  first  issue,  the  Argus  has  been  thundering  away  at  hun 
to  "  unlock  the  lands,"  to  "  open  the  high-ways  with  proper 
roads,"  to  ^*  build  wharves  and  docks,'?  and  in  a  thousand  ways 
to  "  develop  the  resources  "  of  the  country,  but  without  success. 
Like  the  wife  of  the  illustrious  Dombey  you  couldn't  get  him  to 
make  an  effort  I  Sir  Charles  Hotham  is  of  a  very  different  cal- 
ibre, and  the  people  of  this  colony  have  given  him  a  glorious 
welcome;  addresses  from  societies,  from  towns  and  from  incorpo- 
rated bodies  have  been  showered  upon  him  with  generous  profu- 
sion; all  have  extended  the  hand  of  fellowship.  The  procession 
was  long  and  the  cheers  were  loud.  With  sublime  and  beauti- 
ful "  confusion  worse  confounded  "  they  came  "  as  earthly  con- 
querors always  come,"  passing  up  Collins  street,  one  immense 
mass  of  men  and  YiOT«e&  *^  VraX  \.\i^  kTOftrican  car,  the  American 
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flag,  and  the  American  marshals  were  the  "obsenred  of  all 
observers,"  and  were  an  honor  to  their  coontrj  and  themselves. 
The  procession  reached  from  Sandridge  to  Melboorne,  and  the 
flags  of  all  nations  and  the  mottoes  of  all  societies  were  conspic- 
nonslj  displayed.  There  was  only  one  thing  needed  to  have  the 
whole  line  of  march  go  off  with  distingnished  edat,  and  that 
was  the  vainable  services  of  General  Tyler  as  chief  marshal. 
Had  he  been  here,  the  governor  wonld  not  have  headed  the 
procession,  locked  np  by  drays  and  water  carts;  nor  wonld  the 
streets  have  been  so  blocked  np  with  "dog  carts,"  "  traps,"  and 
tnrn  onts  of  nnprononnceable  names;  and  a  little  more  order,  I 
think,  wonld  have  been  observed  throughout  the  line.  On 
Prince's  bridge,  the  civic  motto  was  an  attempt  at  brilliant 
ffunning — 

"  Vietoria  welcomes  VtctoHiit  choice." 

It  has  been  suggested  that  as  the  colonists  had  no  voice  in  the 
matter  of  appointment,  it  would  have  been  more  appropriate 
to  have  had  it — 

Victoria  wdcomet  HobMotCi  choice. 

Sir  Charles  Hotham  has  a  brilliant  future  before  him.  Never 
was  there  such  an  opportunity  for  a  man  to  make  himself  great 
as  governor  of  this  colony.  The  door  stands  open  for  enterprise 
and  action  ;  the  people,  the  press,  and  the  pulpit  are  with  him 
in  spreading  the  march  of  reform.  I  hope  he  is  equal  to  the 
times  in  which  he  lives,  for,  if  he  is  not,  depend  upon  it  his 
official  reign  will  be  painfully  brief,  for  our  people  have  begun 
to  ikink  !  Our  politics  are  in  their  infancy,  but  their  manhood 
will  be  reached  ere  they  touch  their  youth.  They'll  burst  out 
in  all  their  glory  when  it  will  be  least  suspected. 

I  have  little  local  news  to  give  yon.   Building  progresses  with 
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rapidity  astonishing  even  to  those  who  have  Ured  in  San  Fnu^ 
Cisco ;  stones  and  mortar  are  eTerywhere  omaiiieDtiiig  our  dty. 
The  corporation  are  macadamiring  cor  roads^  aad  paviiig  our 
foot  paths,  and  the  goTemment  hare  coauneiioed  baQdiiig  our 
wharres  and  repairing  their  approaches, 

The  gold  fields  are  richer  than  the  ricfaesl  Tbe  "  Aroca' 
is  taming  out  some  rich  nuggets ;  every  escort  is  burdened  with 
the  precious  8tu£E^  and  every  ship  carries  away  $2(y0,0()0  of  the 
yellow  dust.  The  diggers  are  contented,  and  labor  continoes 
high.  The  weather  has  been  beaotiful  for  the  last  ten  days,  bat 
trade  still  droops. 


CHAPTER   XIX. 

Mklbovbitk,  October  28,  185^ 

The  Great  Britain  has  done  well  so  far,  and  maj  again,  so  I 
write  to  tell  joa  that  there's  been  trouble  at  Balaarat,  and  a 
new  judge  has  been  introduced  to  the  members  of  the  bench — 
an  individoal  who  in  times  passed  obtained  some  notoriety  in  our 
own  country.    Tou  maj  remember  him.     His  name  is  Ij^jtiuh  ! 

Last  week  the  diggers  rose  en  masse  against  a  judicial  decis- 
ion which  liberated  a  notorious  publican  bj  the  name  of  Bentlj, 
who  was  arrested  for  murder.  That  night  mob  law  was  supreme! 
Ten  thousand  men  surrounded  the  house  of  Bently,  which  had 
been  a  rendezvous  of  a  desperate  gang  of  Yandiemonians,  and, 
in  spite  of  military,  police,  special  constables,  and  the  whole 
government  power,  the  hotel  and  surrounding  buildings  were 
burned  to  the  ground.  After  which,  the  ringleaders  were  taken, 
but  the  mob  demanded  them  to  be  given  up,  which  demand  was 
complied  with.  As  soon  as  the  news  came  to  town  troops  and 
cannon  were  immediately  sent  up,  with  orders  to  "  maintain  the 
law,  regardless  of  life  or  cost/'  and  'tis  anticipated  that  blood 
will  be  shed.  The  diggers  have  felt  their  power,  and  are  not 
likely  to  fall  back  for  a  handful  of  soldiers. 

Sir  George  Gray,  the  present  colonial  minister,  having  in- 
structed our  new  governor  to  liberate  convicts  pardoned  in  Y. 
D.  L.,  who  had  been  arrested  by  the  laws  of  this  colony,  a  mon- 
ster meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  in  the  open  air,  and  such  a 
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crowd  of  nptarned  faces  I  neyer  witnesBed  before  in  this  comitrf. 
At  one  time  probably  not  more  than  8,000  to  10,000,  bat  com- 
ing and  going  there  most  have  been  20,000.  The  speakers 
were  bold  in  their  language,  and  declare  in  resolntions  passed 
with  cheers  that  the  qneen,  in  this  instance,  mnst  g^Te  np  her 
prerogative,  and  if  yon  can  belicTe  what  was  said,  she  will  hare 
to  do  so.  It  is  said  that  Sir  Charles  will  give  way.  If  not,  a 
storm  will  be  created  that  will  end  in  cutting  the  painter. 

The  convict's  act  will  not  go  down,  and  the  people  here, 
apathetic  in  everything  else,  show  a  determined  front  on  thk 
qnestion. 

Give  the  colonists  their  own  way  and  they  will  remain  loyal, 
cross  their  path  and  they  will  have  a  flag  of  their  own  I  I  pity 
the  man  who  sits  in  the  governor's  chair,  the  least  movement  is 
sure  to  betray  a  pin  ! 

The  Bank  of  Yictoria,  at  Balaarat,  was  robbed  by  an  armed 
gang,  a  few  days  since,  of  about  i£14,000  ;  and  it  is  reported 
that  the  manager  of  the  New  South  Wales  Brandi  Bank,  at 
the  same  place,  has  embezzled  some  iS20,000  I  This  will  show 
you  that  the  frauds  are  not  all  on  your  side. 

The  "  Wings  of  the  Morning  "  came  in  day  before  yesterday 
from  New  York,  but  the  "TJtter^mo8t-partfiK)f-the-Sea''  has  not 
been  heard  from.  "  Snail,"  or  "  Tortoise,"  or  "  Drone,"  I  woold 
suggest  for  the  next  clipper,  just  for  a  change  ;  I  am  tired  of 
these  "  always-a-little-faster  "  clipper  names. 

The  American  pteas  seem  to  have  entiltly  cut  this  coontry. 
How  different  the  case  eighteen  months  ago  1  Then,  in  spite 
of  our  millions  of  sheep  and  cattle,  starvation  was  the  universal 
cry  ;  and,  with  the  usual  impulse  of  my  enterprising  but  specn- 
lating  countrymen,  out  came  the  monster  fleet  with  the  staff  of 
Mfe  and  general  notions  ;  the  stars  and  stripes  ornamenting  some 


▲U8TRAUAH   PBCUUARITIBS.  441 


two  hmdred  sail !  Bot  the  inTestment  was  almost  as  bad  as 
California — ^not  qoite!  How  changed  the  scene  from  a  year  and 
a. half  ago  I  Then  Australian  editorials  filled  the  American 
joamals,  as  ship  after  ship  was  despatched,  as  house  i^ter  house 
was  formed  ;  but  now  the  booming  of  European  camion,  the  fili- 
bustero  moTements  of  military  politicians,  who  are  desirous  of 
adding  two  more  stars  to  that  beautiful  flag  by  taking  Cuba  and 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  the  uncorking  of  Japan,  and  the  everlast- 
ing discussion  of  n^o  slavery,  seem  to  have  entirely  driven 
from  your  memory  the  fact,  that  a  large  American  population 
are  digging  away  in  this  far-off  land,  who  are  as  true  and  loyal 
citizens  of  the  United  States  as  the  best  of  you,  men  who  scorn 
the  idea  of  becoming  naturalized  here,  no  matter  what  may  be 
the  inducement  No,  busy  as  you  may  be  with  the  crowding 
events  of  this  wonderful  age,  you  need  not  forget  us,  for  some 
time  we  are  coming  home  1 — the  very  thought  of  which  sup- 
ports us  in  our  exile,  and  nerves  us  to  renewed  exertion. 

But  you  must  not  forget  us.  What  other  country  is  so  en- 
titled to  remembrance  as  ours, — ^where  the  stem  of  the  pear 
grows  on  the  largest  end,  and  cherry  stones  grow  on  the  out- 
side I — where  there  are  oysters  without  shells,  and  fishes  without 
scales  I — where  a  hen  laid  an  egg  with  a  piece  of  ham  inside  of 
it,  and  a  bla\;k  cat  gave  birth  to  a  white  kitten  with  two  tails  I 
— where  sheep  luxuriate  in  "scab,"  and  dogs  die  of  the  "fe- 
ver 1" — where  there  are  trees  that  shed  their  bark  instead  of 
their  leaves,  and  roses  without  smell  I — where  the  summer 
months  commence  in  November  and  the  winter  months  in 
May  I — ^where  some  of  the  aristocrats  of  the  place  are  gradu- 
ates of  Newgate,  and  where  ignorant  men  went  to  bed  poor  at 
night  and  found  themselves  rich  in  the  morning  by  the  acci- 
dental discovery  of  gold  I — where  horses  and  men  wear  veHf 
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to  shield  their  eyes  from  the  precious  dust,  and  where  gold  is 
found  in  pockets ! — where  oysters  grow  on  moontain  tops  and 
TCgetablcs  out  of  a  caterpillar  I — where  onr  news  from  ciTiliied 
countries  is  usually  one  hundred  days  old,  and  where  the  mails 
are  always  in  the  post  office,  and  the  females,  no  whar  I — where 
the  natives  consider  small  babies  a  great  delicacy  and  American 
steamships  are  sold  to  pay  their  charges  I    Where  the  old  adage 
of  shipping  on  a  fallen  market  instead  of  a  rising  one  has  pror- 
ed  obsolete,  and  where  merchants  get  blown  up  sky-high  for  not 
making  sales  and  remitting  a  handsome  profit  on  patent  med- 
icines, sausage  skins,  shaying  boxes,  wooden  clocks  and  half 
bushel  measures  I    Where  tea  is  sold  by  the  ehtst^  molasses  by 
the|NmTti,  cucumbers  by  the  quart,  and  where  a  drink  of  brandy 
is  a  ''  nobler  /"    Where  in  a  country  covering  such  an  enormous 
territory  there  are  only  two  miles  of  road  where  a  man  can 
have  the  privil^e  of  riding  on  a  rail,  and  where  the  constito- 
encies  of  our  legislators  are  mainly  represented  by  sheep  I    I  say 
where  in  all  Christendom  will  you  find  another  such  a  country, 
where  every  thing  is  unlike  every  other  part  of  the   world  T 
There  are  no  two  seasons  alike,  one  winter  it  rains,  the  next  we 
have  it  dry,  sometimes  longer,  sometimes  shorter,  you  can  never 
tell.     When  rice  is  ruling  at  iS60  per  ton,  one  little  cargo  comes 
in  and  down  it  goes  to  jSlO.     So  is  it  with  many  other  things, 
op  and  down  with  every  breath  of  wind.     But  there  is  one 
thing  cheering,  if  the  bottom  has  dropped  out  of  the  markets, 
it  certainly  has  not  out  of  the  gold  fields,  for  they  regularly  pro- 
duce their  40,000  ounces  per  week,  and  last  week  it  reached 
48,000  ounces  I    So  long  as  we  continue  this  wonderful  yield 
the  country  will  attract  attention  abroad,  which  brings  me  back 
to  where  I  started,  namely,  in  saying  that  notwithstanding  its 
stagnant  markets,  it  should  not  entirely  be  forgotten  by  the 
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The  markets  are  no  better,  shipments  continae,  money  is 
growing  scarcer,  solvent  purchasers  are  hard  to  find,  legislative 
coancil  are  doing  nothing,  amusements  we  never  have,  but  Kate 
Hajs  is  coming  down  from  Sydney,  where  she  made  a  decided 
hit  in  opera  ;  Australia  will  make  her  fortune. 

To-day  is  a  holiday — cause,  opening  of  the  crystal  palace  ;  I 
did  not  go,  too  dusty,  some  say,  but  to  you  I'll  own  that  the 
price  of  tickets  had  some  effect  in  keeping  me  at  home,  only 
116! 


CHAPTER   XX. 

llKLBOUixfXp  Jftnntry  81, 1856. 

The  journals,  the  circnlars  and  the  letters  which  fill  the  mail 
bags  of  the  Madras  will  show  joa  Yictoria,  as  she  is,  aod  as 
she  has  been,  for  this  mail  carries  the  sammary  of  a  year.  The 
papers  are  filled  with  political  matter,  most  of  which  consists  in 
abase  of  the  governor  and  the  goyernment ;  while  the  circnlars 
deal  harshly  with  the  markets,  and  the  letters  blackguard  the 
colony  generally.  One's  views  and  opinions  of  a  place  or  conn- 
try  are  often  based  upon  the  success  of  the  individual.  If  he  is 
contented,  he  gives  you  a  brighter  glance  at  the  place,  than 
though  misfortune  and  bad  luck  had  shadowed  his  path.  Heavy 
losses  are  sure  to  tinge  a  man's  idea  of  the  country  in  which  he 
lives,  as  heavy  gains.  The  one  writes  dolefully,  while  the  other 
is  in  the  highest  spirits  ;  hence  you  receive  by  this  mall  a  variety 
of  opinions  regarding  our  present  position,  a  majority  of  which, 
I  fancy,  will  consign  the  cojony  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean ; 
for  it  would  be  useless  for  me  to  say  that  there  are  hundreds 
who  are  disappointed.  I  need  give  no  better  argument,  than 
to  point  to  the  large  numbers  that  are  homeward  bound,  every 
packet  taking  its  complement  of  steerage  and  second  class  pas- 
sengers. Many  of  these  have  done  well,  and  only  go  to  return 
again  ;  but  the  majority  have  accomplished  nothing,  and  carry 
witii  them  unfavorable  impressions  of  our  golden  land.  lu  fact, 
I  doubt  if  those  who  arrive  one  week  and  return  the  next,  with- 
out giving  the  place  Sb  tnal^  would  ever  have  done  anything 
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iilanning  if  they  had  remained  at  home.    Such  people  are  not 
wanted  here  ;  bat  send  us  joor  hard-fisted  laborers,  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  knd,  and  my  word  for  it,  this  is  the  place  for 
them  to  improve  their  wordly  condition.    If  they  can  find  noth- 
ing in  the  town  to  do,  let  them  go  into  the  country,  and  pitch 
their  tent  on  some  creek  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  gold-fields, 
where  they  get  their  rent,  their  wood,  and  their  water  for  noth- 
ing, and  make  their  ten  shillings  a<lay ;  while  they  take  the 
chances  of  strikiDg  some  monster  nngget,  a  stimulant  to  labor  I 
It  seems  absurd  that  no  employment  can  be  had  in  a  country 
haying,  so  many  broad   miles  of  mineral  lands  1 — a  country 
acknowledged  to  be  the  greatest  gold  field  on  the  fiEU»  of  the 
earth.    A  country  the  gpreatest  portion  of  which  has  never  even 
seen  the  face  of  civilized  man.    Who  knows  what  treasures  may 
turn  up  when  the  explorer  has  planted  his  footprints  in  the  inte- 
rior ?    It  seems  to  me  very  strange  that  none  of  the  scientific 
men  of  England,  who  have  so  often  been  in  search  of  metals  in 
other  lands,  should  never  have  thought  the  interior  of  this  won- 
derful country  worthy  of  an  expedition.    There  is  hardly  anoth- 
er place  in  Christendom  so  much  neglected  in  this  respect  as 
our  great  inland  country.     I  hope,  at  no  distant  day,  some  of 
your  enterprising  geologists,  naturalists,  and  men  of  the  Mungo 
Park  stamp,  may  form  a  company  and  see  what  the  place  is 
made  of  and  tell  us  the  meaning  of  the  hot  wind  that  is  burning 
my  face  to  the  color  of  a  tanyard  I     But  for  the  laboring  man 
there  is  plenty  of  land  that  has  been  discovered  if  government 
would  only  give  it  away  to  the  actual  settler,  as  they  do  in  the 
United  States.    Perhaps  when  the  people  whose  passages  they 
pay  out  here  begin  to  go  back  for  want  of  a  cottage  and  a  farm, 
a  little  more  rapidly  than  at  present,  our  rulers  may  see  the 
errors  of  their  ways,  and  shut  the  door  before  thft^  \cRfo\kN»(!t 
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1853,  there  is  also  an  increase  ^0  rata,  smy  October,  Nofvniber, 
and  December,  1853,  gives  by  escort,  414,608  ouooeB  ;  whQe  u 
1854  the  same  months  show  441,541  oonoes  !  And  all  this  wifcb* 
out  machinery.  Bring  that  to  bear,  and  yoa  will  readily  see 
that  the  gold  holds  ont.  Having  endeavored  to  show  that 
we  have  room  for  yonr  farmers,  when  the  government  give 
thom  the  soil,  and  the  gold  fields  will  always  employ  the  active 
ial)orer,  a  few  words  on  the  offiipring  of  both  gold,  labor,  and 
commerce,  may  not  be  oat  of  place. 

Two  years  ago,  in  spite  of  the  millions  of  sheep  and  cattle 
which  the  meagre  statistics  gave  as  as  being  part  and  parcel  of 
the  country,  the  good  people  of  all  nations  made  ap  their  minds 
that  wo  were  all  aboat  to  starve,  and  in  the  kindness  of  their 
heartH,  dear  creatures  that  they  are  to  be  sore,  they  have 
actually  showered  upon  as  tlie  good  things  of  the  earth  in  spite 
of  our  remonstrances,  month  after  month,  even  up  to  the  sailing 
of  tlic  Noveml)cr  mail,  never  even  stopping  daring  the  whole  two 
years  for  a  breathing  spell  I — and  now  that  the  money  market 
Ih  tightening  its  grasp  on  the  purse  strings  of  the  anfortnnate 
operators,  it  has  been  very  fashionable  to  abuse  this  country  for 
not  Rending  home  the  £30,000,000  sterling  that  have  been  in- 
vcRted  in  dry  goods,  sour  flour,  bad  provisions,  bon  bans,  nick- 
knaeks,  Yaiikoe  notions,  liquors,  and  building  materials  I  We 
have  been  diligently  at  work  for  some  time  reshipping  to  yoa  a 
part  of  this  rubbish  ;  and  even  now,  every  retam  ship  has  more 
or  loss  of  what  we  never  wanted.  Our  city  having  been  com- 
}>08ed  of  stone  and  brick,  and  our  streets  very  wide,  we  eoold 
not  burn  up  proi^erty,  as  was  the  case  in  San  Francisco,  oonse- 
(|uently  you  say  we  are  not  so  large  consumers  I  The  enonnoos 
lossi^M  of  the  conunlssion  houses  in  bad  paper,  have  perfectly 
(lii^iistcd  many  of  our  mQn:UantR  with  the  place,  hence  my  in- 
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trodactorj  remarks,  anticipating  that  the  advices  of  this  mail 
in  letters  and  circulars,  would  not  be  apt  to  show  the  country 
in  a  Yery  favorable  light,  providing  always  that  the  intelligence 
which  they  convey  is  to  a  certain  extent  based  upon  their  expe- 
rience. For  my  part  I  see  no  better  indication  of  future  pros- 
perity, than  by  looking  at  the  past.  A  few  lines  compose  the 
whole  subject  Credits  have  been  monstrous  ;  hence,  overtrad- 
ing and  gamblmg  on  other  people's  money.  This  commencing 
business  on  fictitious  capita],  and  doing  it  on  a  large  scale,  is  sure 
to  bring  about  a  panic.  We  commenced  here  six  months  ago, 
just  where  I  fancy  you  are  commencing  now,  and  the  United 
States  is  following  your  example.  Our  financial  troubles  may 
be  summed  up  by  referring  to  the  records  of  the  insolvent  court. 
We  will  estimate  the  figures  at  two  hundred  failures,  represent- 
ing liabilities  amounting  to  three  millions  sterling  I — a  mere 
shadow  compared  to  the  losses  of  the  firm  of  Bull,  Jonathan 
and  Co., — commencing,  if  you  like,  with  Mr.  Oliver  in  Liver- 
pool, and  Mr.  Schuyler,  in  New  York,  and  ending  the  1st  of 
July  1867.  But  the  best  of  it  is,  a  good  portion  of  our  losses  and 
a  part  of  yours,  are  absorbed  in  the  colony,  taking  it  out  of  the 
pocket  of  the  individual,  and  putting  it  into  that  of  the  public  ; 
thus  increasmg  our  capital  and  really  enriching  the  colony. 
Therefore,  I  argue,  that  our  present  financial  and  conmiercial 
embarrassments,  are  the  only  safety-valve  that  would  have  ena- 
bled us  to  recover  our  sanity ;  and  that  the  very  causes  that 
the  circulars  and  papers  enumerate,  are  the  best  arguments  I 
can  find  to  show  our  future  prosperity.  A  single  consignment 
of  a  bathbrick,  or  a  bag  of  salt,  from  some  clerk  in  the  bank  of 
Bnglaod  to  his  friend  and  relative  here  in  the  employ  of  the 
government,  was  sufficient  inducement  for  the  individual  of  the 
gecond  part,  to  issue  a  circular,  and  advertise  in  th«  At|^^ 
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that  the  said  brick  and  salt  consigiieei  in  oonnenoo  with  the 
dentist  and  dagoerreot jpe  artist  OTer  the  way,  baa  formed  a 

copartnership  under  the  firm  of ^  for  the  contractiog  of  a 

first  class  commission  business,  as  selling  for  cash  was  Bnheard 
of,  the  aforesaid  bought  his  stock  of  trade  of  the  dd 
merchant,  who,  because  he  had  not  supposed  it  impossible  to 
make  a  bad  debt,  at  three  months.  Having  tested  credit,  the 
new  firm  open  a  bank  account  at  some  of  the  new  banks  that 
started  with  the  general  rush,  buy  goods  of  A.  B.  C.  always 
referring  to  the  man  who  has  once  given  them  credit,  and  to 
their  bank,  which  has  their  paper  under  discount,  both  of 
whom,  possibly  for  their  own  protection,  saj  "  Yes,  oh  yes,  we 
trust  him  ;  we  think  them  good  ;*'  and  the  consequence  is,  the 
young  men  go  on  swimmingly,  getting  credit,  spending  money, 
till  the  times  overtake  them,  the  reaction  comes,  the  banks  shut 
down  the  gates  when  they  can  with  safety  to  themselves,  and 
then  the  startling  fact  comes  out,  that  Messrs.  So  and  So — 
with  a  shrug  of  the  shoulder  towards  some  building  opposite- 
Messrs.  So  and  So  commenced  two  years  ago  with  nothing,  and 
have  failed  for  i^60,000 — assets,  nil. 

The  insolvent  court  has,  therefore  thinned  out  the  greater 
portion  of  those  who  commenced  business  on  nothing,  and  less 
competition  makes  matters  healthier.  Understand  me,  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  all  who  have  suspended  are  of  this  class,  for 
there  has  been  many  an  honest  man  who  has  been  unfortunate. 
But  I  do  pretend  to  say  that  the  failures  in  many  instances  have 
been  shameful ;  many  have  obtained  credit  when  not  deserved, 
and  when  obtained,  has  been  sadly  abused.  But  now  the  fingers 
have  been  burned  in  credits,  no  one  now  sells  except  for  cash, 
hence  this  want  of  confidence,  money  and  credit,  produce  dull 
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times  in  many  goods  that  are  not  ezoessiTe  in  stock,  during  the 
best  bnsinesB  part  of  the  year. 

Some  time  since  I  gave  yon  my  opinion  that  the  bills  of  the 
old  establiidied  banks  here  on  the  parent  bank  in  London,  were  as 
good  paper  as  the  world  can  produce.  I  still  think  so,  bnt  so  far 
as  dividends  are  concerned,  there  will  be  a  wide  margin  between 
the  profits  of  the  past  two  years  and  the  next.  Two  years  ago, 
such  a  thing  as  a  failure  was  never  known  since  the  days  of 
gold  ;  and  hence  everybody's  paper  was  freely  discounted.  If 
the  acceptor  was  a  stranger,  the  drawer  was  good,  and  all  bills 
were  passed ;  everything,  too,  was  promptly  met,  so  long  as 
consignments  came  forward,  and  every  petty  trader  conld  bny 
and  sell  on  time.  But  the  moment  the  reaction  comes,  the  ac- 
ceptor goes  into  court,  and  the  old  merchant  has  to  stand  the 
loss,  the  banks,  in  most  cases  escaping  free,  although  some  of 
them  must  have  lost  heavily ;  and,  in  more  instances  than  one, 
are  much  hampered  with  securities,  bnt  the  amounts  sunk  by 
some  of  the  old  houses  is  perfectly  fiightful,  and  the  wonder  is 
that  they  have  snfiBcient  backbone  to  bear  such  daily  losses. 
Most  likely,  for  their  own  safety,  the  banks  are  keeping  them 
afloat,  and  it  will  save  much  misery  if  they  are  able  to  carry 
them  through.  The  new  houses  are  not  so  well  known,  and  are 
usually  dropped  the  moment  they  lose  their  feathers,  hence  the 
list  of  insolvents  (which  you  have  enclosed).  Having  been  car* 
ried  away  with  times,  into  giving  excessive  credit,  they  now  per- 
haps, may  take  the  opposite  course,  and  by  throwing  out  more 
or  less  of  what  is  called  middling  paper,  oblige  many  to  stop 
that,  with  a  little  assistance,  might  work  through.  Most  of  the 
merchants  now  demand  cash,  which  of  course,  reduces  bills — 
hence  the  banks  for  the  next  six  months  will  find  their  profits 
very  mndi  reduced,  but  confidence  will  aa  i0aai\i^  t^sXaim^^  «ik 
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rftfudly  as  it  has  been  lost ;  then  most  likely  thej  maj  hIL  into 
the  same  error  again,  and  go  to  diseoantmg  as  imprndent]  j  as 
erer.  Bat,  for  a  period,  good  pap^  will  be  acmrce  for  them  to 
lend  monej  upon,  and  hence  a  gpreat  redoction  in  their  difidends, 
saj  nothing  of  the  losses  that  have  been  made  by  them,  which 
the  oatsider  knows  nothing  of. 

The  position  of  a  bank  manager,  in  panic  times  is  no  envioos 
one.  His  wear  and  tear  of  mind  most  be  greats  for  it  is  hard 
work  to  throw  overboard  those  who  are  not  able  to  weather  the 
storm.  His  position  too  is  one  of  great  responsibility ;  for 
althoQgh  each  bank  has  its  active  board  of  directors,  the  actual 
work  falls  upon  hia  shoulders,  and  he  has  to  bear  the  bmnt  of 
all  its  losses.  The  managers  of  the  banks  are  mnch  respected 
by  the  community,  and  take  a  high  position  in  the  place.  Their 
salaries,  however,  are  not  such  as  would  allow  them  to  enter- 
tain, why  is  it  that  men  placed  in  such  responsible  positions  are 
so  poorly  paid  ?  The  old  banks  are,  the  Australasia,  the  Union, 
the  New  South  Wales,  and  the  Victoria  (colonial)  ;  bat  I 
think  the  great  facility  for  discounts,  which  has  done  so  much 
harm,  has  been  brought  about  by  the  new  ones,  the  London 
Chartered,  and  the  English  and  Scotch,  both  of  which  were 
desirous  of  making  a  commencement,  and  by  givmg  great  ac- 
commodation many  accounts  were  taken  from  the  other  banks 
who,  in  self-defence  when  they  saw  their  customers  leaving  them, 
followed  in  the  same  error  ;  hence  the  crash  when  they  stopped 
the  wheels,  and  doing,  as  they  will,  comparatively  little  the  next 
half  year.  This  is  my  reason  for  anticipating  a  great  hHkag 
off  in  dividends.  I  have  never  agreed  with  them  in  the  course 
thoy  have  taken  by  buying  gold  at  the  diggings,  running  it  np 
to  £4  Is.,  putting  into  the  digger*s  pocket  and  taking  it  out  of 
the  mcrchanCsl    The  chvi^ents  of  hist  year  were  bad  enough 
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withoat  haying  exchange  so  mach  against  them,  caosed  by  the 
banks  going  oat  of  their  legitimate  business  to  speculate  in 
gold ! 

The  Australasia,  I  belieye,  is  the  only  bank  that  has  escaped 
forgery,  robbery,  or  embezzlement.  The  Victoria,  N.  S.  Wales, 
and  Union,  all  having  snffered  to  some  extent. 

Mr.  D.  C.  M'Arthnr  is  the  oldest  manager  in  the  colony  and 
is  a  general  favorite  with  all  with  whom  he  is  brought  in  con- 
tact. No  better  compliment  can  be  paid  to  his  financial  ability 
than  the  fact  of  his  having  been  selected  by  the  governor,  in 
connection  with  Mr.  Hart,  to  examine  into  and  report  upon  the 
finances  of  the  colony.  At  the  bank  he  is  the  stem  man  of  busi- 
ness, but  socially  is  a  ban  vivant.  Some  years  ago  he  bought, 
at  a  nominal  price,  on  the  Heilderberg  road,  a  farm  of  some 
200  acres,  about  seven  miles  out  of  Melbourne.  The  broad 
acres  of  cultivated  land  must  be  of  great  value,  with  hay  and 
potatoes  at  iS25  and  £Z0  per  ton.  The  garden  alone  covers 
eight  acres  of  the  choicest  fruits  and  v^etables,  and  is  filled  with 
ornamental  trees  and  flowers  from  other  lands.  If  he  would 
build  a  mansion  on  the  site  of  his  shooting-box,  it  would  be  in 
reality  the  residence  of  a  fine  old  English  gentleman.  Take 
Mr.  M' Arthur  from  the  bank,  and  I  fancy  it  would  be  difficult 
to  fill  his  place. 

The  tone  of  the  last  advices  from  England  and  America, 
leads  OS  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  you  have  at  last  given 
our  markets  a  recess.  Freight  at  40s  I — and  so  few  ships  load- 
ing— good  I  Keep  on  for  three  months,  and  you  will  see  the 
Phoenix  come  out  of  his  ashes,  for  we  are  bound  to  go  a-head. 
The  finest  ships  that  the  world  has  pi-odnced,  will  proverbially 
visit  Hobson's  Bay,  and  we  shall  consume  annually  for  some 
years^  from  eight  to  ten  millions  of  imports  \  nvVvWa  "w^  ^ni^  ^xr 
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port  from  tweke  to  foarteen  millions.  Here  then  is  the  mate- 
rial for  an  extensive  commence  ;  and  while  others  may  write  to 
yoQ  gloomily,  I  freely  give  yon  my  impressions  that  this  country, 
this  colony,  the  grand  centre  of  all  the  rest,  is  bound  to  be  the 
great  emporium  of  the  Southern  Ocean  I  Melbourne  and  Hob- 
son's  Bay  are  now  united  by  rail,  and  the  Yarra  has  nearly  a 
mile  of  wharf  accommodation.  Our  progress  henceforth  will 
be  as  rapid  as  it  has  been — step  by  step  we  shall  build  a  city, 
not  even  second  to  Liverpool  or  New  York  1  only  dou't  abuse 
us  now  for  not  consuming  all  you  have  been  pleased  to  send  us. 
The  place  must  ever  be  subject  to  rapid  changes.  In  this  re- 
spect it  is  not  different  from  other  nations — one  day  up  anoth- 
er down :  yet  it  will  be  steadily  progressing  meanwhile.  Its 
march  will  ever  be  onward.  I  know  of  no  deeper  question  to 
deal  with  than  the  equalization  of  property. 

Many  an  old  colonist  went  home  a  few  months  ago,  and 
thought  himself  a  millionaire,  who  when  he  returns,  will  be 
shorn  of  his  handsome  income,  by  the  depreciation  of  real  estate, 
the  fall  in  rents,  the  worthless  scrip  of  some  of  the  joint  stock 
companies  ;  but  the  greatest  good  will  be  received  by  the  great- 
est number. 

I  should  not  at  all  be  surprised  to  see  ships  go  down  with  yon 
in  the  same  ratio  as  rents  with  us.  I  cannot  think  that  gold 
countries,  the  East  Indies,  the  Chincas»  the  Eastern  war,  and 
the  North  Atlantic,  can  employ  the  shipping  profitably  that  has 
been  built  at  from  iS12  to  iS15  per  ton,  to  supply  the  tempora- 
ry demand.  Such  property  cannot  be  idle,  and  if  not  employed, 
down  they  must  come  in  price,  and  for  a  time  we  shall  see  your 
public  journals  showing  up  the  evils  of  the  credit  system,  caus- 
ing ruin  and  disorder  when  the  bubble  breaks. 

The  war  in  the  East  is  playing  the  mischief  with  our  maib ; 
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the  moment  a  boat  is  readj  she  is  chartered  for  troops.  We 
hear  that  the  British  goyemment  doa't  care  a  rap  aboat  the 
colonists,  and,  if  we  maj  judge  by  the  mail  arrangements  which 
have  been  made,  there  is  some  truth  in  the  report.  China  can 
have  a  mail  once  a  fortnight,  we  get  it  once  in  two  months. 

We  have  had  oor  first  railway  accident  in  Victoria.  The 
engine,  with  a  fall  train,  rather  inconyeniently  ran  into  a  cow 
going  towards  Sandridge,  killing  the  cow,  driying  the  engine 
off  the  track,  bat  doing  no  serious  damage.  No  blame  attach- 
ed  to  any  one,  especially  to  the  cow. 


CHAPTEB    XXI. 

Vo%  the  prenent  dark  cioad  of  rthdSoa  which  wis  hangiiig 
o^n  thft  colonj  of  Victoria  when  I  wrote  70a  last,  has  bk>wii 
ovrT,  and  quiet  reif^ns  throughoat  the  gold  fields ;  bat  still 
WAtirr  rnriii  the  dcejiest ;  a  shadow  shows  the  quicksand.  The 
governor  \n  rnoro  and  more  onpopolar.  He  knows  not  which 
Wfiy  to  turn — the  "know  nothings"  caose  him  no  little  annoj- 
niuu\  His  executive  have  given  him  little  assistance  ;  bat  as 
tuwh  Oft  can  Ui  expected  from  the  hangers  on  of  the  Latrobe 
(lynaHty.  The  trials  of  the  state  prisoners  has  been  again  post- 
IHifH;(l,  indefinitelj,  and  the  poor  devils  don't  know  whether 
t}i(7  are  to  remain  **  in  choky  "  the  remainder  of  their  natural 
oxiNU'iire,  or  be  "strung  up''  when  his  excellencj  says  the  word, 
after  the  jury  and  the  judge  have  done  their  dnty.  We  all  wait 
for  the  new  conHtitution,  when  new  talent  will  be  infused  into 
the  h^giNhitivo  ehainbcrs.  We  need  expect  nothing  remarkably 
brillhint  till  then.  Tlio  chamber  of  commerce  have  become  an 
bn|K)rtAnt  and  influential  body,  and  deal  with  every  question  of 
pnblic  im|K)rt.  On  Monday  they  discuss  the  land  question  with 
a  viow  of  o{MMiing  them,  and  that  speedily.  I  think  the  move- 
ment will  become  a  political  one  before  it  has  been  shelved. 
0[m\  the  lands,  and  the  country  will  bound  ahead  as  rapidly  as 
(-nli(l)rnin.  The  soil,  the  climate,  the  market  and  the  ci4)ital 
are  all  hort)  to  embark  in  agricultural  pursuits  the  moment  the 
imth  Is  clear.     AW  t^v^XsXAw  vA  tralta  and  brcttdstofii  are 
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fearfolly  high.  Floor  is  selling  at  £48  per  tou,  aod  only  800 
to  1200  tons  in  the  place  I  and  none  expected  from  the  States  ; 
we  look  to  the  west  coast  for  a  supply.  With  the  exception  of 
the  above,  living  is  as  cheap  here  now  as  in  many  older  places. 
Rents,  wood  and  water  and  all  articles  save  provisions  are  plen- 
tiful, and  at  last  comfort  can  be  had  in  Australia  for  a  reason- 
able price.  Competition  has  given  us  many  tilings  we  used  to 
dream  of,  but  never  saw.  Our  streets  are  splendidly  macadam- 
ized, the  sidewalks  paved,  and  the  gutters  metaled.  Water- 
works will  soon  be  finished,  and  gas  light  is  near  at  hand.  The 
railway  is  a  great  facility  ;  small  vessels  are  daily  being  dis- 
charged at  the  jetty  ;  the  company  clear  some  £800  per  week 
over  all  expenses,  which  looks  well ;  but  the  road  has  been 
frightfully  mangled  ;  just  think  of  $500,000  per  mile,  or  $1000, 
000  to  run  a  rail  to  Hobson*s  Bay  from  Melbourne  I  It  seems 
absolutely  outrageous,  but  such  has  been  the  waste  of  money. 
The  land  was  free  and  no  taxes  on  the  property,  and  yet  this 
outlay  I 

At  last  we  have  a  magnetie  line  to  the  Heads,  the  fruit  of  an 
American.  The  first  news  that  came  up  was  the  battle  of 
Inkermann,  brought  by  the  White  Star  line  clipper  Shalimar, 
last  week,  with  a  rapid  passage  and  eleven  days  later  dates. 
The  newsboys  were  in  every  street  with  their  extras.  It  re- 
minded me  of  State  street  at  the  time  of  the  Mexican  war. 
Later  intelligenoe  is  looked  for  with  the  most  intense  anxiety. 
No  one  can  predict  where  the  dispute  will  end.  Thus  far  this 
country  has  not  been  effected,  either  pro  or  con. 

Hardly  had  the  ShaUmar's  news  been  digested  when  the  town 
was  fairly  thrown  on  its  beam  ends  by  the  startling  announce- 
meut  that  the  James  Baines  had  arrived  from  Liverpool  with 
the  December  mails,  after  the  astonishing  and  un.^t«K:«i^'Q&ft& 
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ran  of  sixty-fivt  days !  Can  ao j  one  now  doobt  Donald  lie 
Kay's  supremacy  apon  the  ocean  T  I  fimcj  not,  for  the  log 
records  of  the  Flying  Cload,  the  lightniiii^  hence  to  Liverpool 
io  63  days,  and  now  the  Baines  oat  here  in  65,  will  Tecy  qoickly 
settle  the  question.  The  passages  are  traly  wonderfbl,  and  I 
maintain  that  Donald  McKay  has  done  more  to  idTance  the 
science  of  ship  building  than  any  other  man.  He  stands  the 
Tictor,  and  is  always  first  in  the  clipper  race  ground.  Clipper 
ships  may  depreciate,  and  overtrading  in  soch  property  may 
prove  disastrous ;  but  the  genios  of  the  mechanic  and  the 
boldness  of  the  man  who  has  laonched  soch  a  leviathan  as  the 
Great  Repablic  will  live  so  long  as  great  deeds  continoe  to  be 
recorded. 

There  are  but  two  regular  lines  of  packets  from  England  to 
this  port,  the  "  White  Star  "^  and  the  "  Black  Ball"— both  of 
which  possess  a  fleet  of  ships  uneqnaled  on  the  ocean.  To  these 
vessels  we  must  now  look  for  oar  mails,  for  as  I  predicted  in  a 
letter  to  you  six  months  ago,  the  war  has  drained  off  all  oor 
steamers,  not  one  boat  has  been  left ;  and  nnless  yon  mail  via 
Panama,  or  we  start  a  colonial  line  from  Melboame  to  Oalle  or 
Suez,  to  catch  the  overland  mail,  we  are  entirelj  adrift  Peace 
would  give  us  a  half-dozen  lines  ;  but  as  it  is,  everything  in  the 
steam  way  heads  towards  the  seat  of  war.  And  this  joong 
colony,  so  great  in  its  mineral  resoarces,  is  left  nocared  for — 
forgotten.  Perhaps  a  few  more  lives  shed  at  Balaantt  may 
wake  them  up  in  England. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

HoBABT  Town,  Angiist  Ist.  1855,  ) 
TisMAHiA,  (no  limger  Van  Diemen's  Land,)  Broadland  Hoyju.  ) 

Mt  dear  Col. — Don't  be  surprised  at  finding  me  at  this 
"  jnmping  off  place,"  on  the  earth's  snrface  for  I  hare  always 
been  a  bird  of  passage — here  to-day — and  there  to-morrow — 
and  why  shonldnt  I  visit  the  garden  Island  of  the  Australia's  f 
More  than  two  years  in  the  seas  of  the  Sonth,  and  nerer  before 
across  the  straits  that  prondly  wear  the  name  of  their  dis* 
corerer — Bass — the  Snrgeon  navigator  of  1796 — and  Flinder, 
bis  companion — in  that  eventfiil  Toyage  on  board  the  little 
"  Tom  Thmnb,"  a  boat  of  eight  feet  long.  These  companions 
of  Cook  were  brave  and  hardy  men ;  for  the  long  range  of 
imknown  coast  seemed  one  continuous  reef  of  treacherous  rocks 
and  hidden  shoals  ;  a  half  a  century  since,  and  the  savage  tribes 
of  natives  were  always  hovering  near  when  these  bold  naviga- 
tors neared  the  shore.  Some  months  ago  I  gave  you  a  glance 
at  Sydney,  and  from  the  gold  fields,  from  Geelong,  and  often 
fix>m  Melbourne,  the  grand  centre  of  all  the  Colonies  ;  you 
have  had  a  letter  for  the  Post,  and  as  my  time  suits  the  incli- 
nation I  will  show  yon  and  my  friends  at  home  Yan  Diemen's 
Land,  as  it  appeared  to  Jonathan  abroad. 

Forty-two  hours  steaming  under  a  liberal  spread  of  canvass 
brought  the  fine  propeller  **  City  of  Hobart,"  to  her  wharf  in 
the  Derwent— A  good  passage  and  c^  p\«aj»xi\.  \3rc!^.    ^^«&3^ 


ran  of  tLritrfirt  d^ivi  ■'  Can  any  one  dov  donbt  Dooild 
KarV  fupivuijL'T  upon  the  ocoao  ?  I  fcncr  not,  for  Iht 
reoiinli  cif  ;Lt'  Fivin^  Cioad,  the  Ligbtning,  hean  to  LiTtt] 
b  63  il jTf,  aDii  uon'  ttie  Baioes  oat  here  in  66,  viU  rer;  quit 
tr:*.:-.-  tLe  quiT'.ioiL  Thi-  passages  are  inilj  n-oDilcrfol,  in 
maiL'.aiu  liiii:  Douaid  MoEay  has  done  more  toulraDce 
BcirUL-e  <:'f  fhip  b-jilJing  than  anv  olber  man.  He  sUnd* 
TliTior.  aiid  is  ain-ars  first  in  the  dipper  race  groaui  Qif| 
■hips  may  tlc-pm'iate.  and  overtradiag  id  nch  propertf  ^ 
prove  disastrous  :  bnt  the  genius  of  the  mecbaiuc  ud  J 
boidness  of  the  man  who  has  lanncbed  such  a  leriathH  i^ 
Great  RrpablJo  will  lire  so  loi^  at  gn*t  deedi  coDtnM| 
iwcnled.  I 

Tbecv  uv  bat  two  mgolar  lines  of  packets  Cram  Bwb 

thif  port,  tlw  "  White  Star  "  and  the  "  Blade  BalT-^ 

which  poHiBkllMtitfdiipe  aneqoaled  o 

TetK'rf  «t  ■■!  BOW  look  for  oar  bul 

li-i:tr  :ii  joa  u  m^tfhs  ag^  the  wi 

rr.i*siiTf.  MM  one  boat  baa  bMB  icA  j 

TiLaiax  or  wt  (Urt  a  cnlomal  S 

Baft.  :o  tMld^  t&e  d^ 

woai"  ?w  a 

ftfaD  <raj  heads  towi 

(.,.;o2y,  »  (I 

f.TW-J« 

«^#  thwaaJf 
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steamer  runs  to  Melbourne,  and  her  sister  boat  the  Tasmsnia^ 
plies  to  Sydney,  both  owned  in  this  port^  bat  I  fear  are  loffiog 
money  for  the  proprietors.  Howerer,  they  are  a  great  fiunlitj 
to  the  business  of  the  place,  and  pleasure  seekers  would  find  a 
sailing  schooner  most  objectionable.  Already  I  am  repaid  for 
the  journey,  for  to  tell  the  truth  I  am  delighted  with  the  place  ; 
everything  I  see  about  and  around  me  reminds  me  of  my  life 
in  England.  The  noble  river  is  not  ashamed  to  look  the  Hod- 
son  in  the  face,  for  the  scenery  on  every  side  is  grand  and  pictu- 
resque ;  Mount  Wellington  towers  four  thousand  feet  above 
the  township  in  the  valley — Lord  Hobart's  namesake,  and  the 
cap  of  the  mountain  is  as  white  with  snow  as  a  New  England 
hill  top  in  mid  winter.  'Tis  a  noble  roadstead — would  that 
Melbourne  had  so  fine  a  port,  for  the  Derwent  can  find  accom- 
modation for  the  entire  British  Navy  in  its  protecting  bosom  ; 
ships  of  any  tonnage  ride  at  perfect  safety  along  side  the  wharves, 
which  show  the  handiwork  of  Sir  Wm.  Dennison,  and  such  an 
event  as  an  accident  is  hardly  in  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inha- 
bitant. 

A  week  has  gone  like  magic — roaming  about  this  beautiful 
spot,  and  I  bear  away  with  me  most  pleasing  impressions  of 
the  beautiful  river^  the  substantial  wharves,  the  lofty  and  majeiv 
tic  banks,  and  towering  mountain  scenery  ;  the  pleasant  ride 
with  Mr.  McPherson,  (the  successor  ^f  Mr.  Hathaway,  late  IT. 
S.  CoDSul  here,  now  residing  in  the  States,)  along  the  sandy 
beach  road,  and  the  lunch  at  the  mess-room  of  the  99th  with 
Captain  Munn  and  his  brother  officers,  all  jolly  boys,  ready  for 
a  song,  a  story  and  a  laugh  ;  they  are  proud  of  their  regiment 
and  well  they  may  be,  for  it  numbers  all  told  twelve  hundred  as 
strong  and  hearty  a  body  of  men  as  ever  wore  the  uniform. 
Cfol  Last  told  me  that  t\i«]f  YioA  non  Vaid  %(saifi  thirteen  years 
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in  tiie  Colonies,  when  they  came  oat  for  only  three  or  fonr  ; 
many  of  the  officers  are  married  to  the  handsome  girls  who 
were  born  in  the  Island,  and  never  have  been  abroad,  and  if 
the  regiment  remains  here  much  longer,  Tasmania  will  prove  the 
mother  country  to  at  least  ont  regimeni  of  Her  Majesty's  Jn- 
/aii^-ry,  (no-fun-ish-merU  .9  if  I  am  permitted  to  jndge  from 
the  legion  of  bare  legged — red  faced — hearty  looking  little  red 
coats  that  completely  macadamized  the  review  groand  ;  it  was 
quite  a  treat  to  go  through  the  officers  apartments,  the  prison, 
and  the  place  where  the  prisoners  (mostly  those  who  have  been 
drunk  or  deserted,)  are  initiated  into  the  science  of  breaking 
stone,  or  the  more  violent  exercise  of  the  "shot  drill  ;''  the 
barracks  and  the  school-house,  the  carUonmtni  and  the  chapel, 
the  stables,  the  magazine,  the  hospital,  the  mechanics  shops,  all 
arranged  with  such  precision,  in  true  army  style.  Discipline  is 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  if  the  army  in  the  east  is  composed 
of  many  such  regiments  as  this,  success  is  certain  to  the  allied 
powers.  The  Commissariat  Department  would  even  please  the 
Tmes !  and  the  cleanliness  and  neatness  in  the  barracks,  where 
the  soldiers  cook,  eat,  sleep  and  dress  all  in  one  apartment,  show 
them  to  be  capital  house-wives 

Orders  have  come  out  for  the  regiment  to  get  under  way  for 
the  Crimea,  and  all  except  the  married  ones  are  glad  of  it,  for 
thirteen  years  is  a  long  time  to  serve  without  promotion  ;  the 
40th  will  relieve  them.  From  the  barracks  I  went  to  the  Botan- 
ical gardens,  which  speaks  volumes  for  the  taste  of  the  Hobart- 
tonians,  and  the  view  from  the  new  site  for  Government  House 
is  grand  beyond  description  ;  the  Derwent  and  its  scenery  ex* 
tending  for  miles,  and  the  pretty  Eoglish  township  adding  its 
many  beauties  to  the  picture.  One  of  the  most  beautiful  coun- 
try seats  is  that  of  Mr.  Chapman  the  city  representative  in  the 
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Gooncil,  and  certainly  it  is  a  beautifol  place,  aad  reminda  me 
of  the  residences  about  the  Cumberland  lakes  in  England. 

Through  the  politeness  of  CapUdn  Fenton,  the  q>eaker  of 
the  Assembly,  I  had  a  good  opportunity  of  seeing  something 
of  Tasmanian  legislation,  and  most  favorably  does  it  compare 
with  its  sister  colony  Yictoria.  The  strictly  Parliamentary  forms 
are  observed  in  debate,  and  some  of  the  qpeakers  show  a  colti- 
vated  statesmanship.  The  new  Constitution  has  just  arrived, 
and  the  country  is  rejoicing  far  and  wide  to  get  at  last  what 
they  had  so  long  fought  for,  responsible  government  In  three 
months  time  the  new  Congress  will  be  in  full  operation. 

Briefly — the  Government  will  be  carried  on  by  the  Qovemor 
and  two  Houses,  called  the  "  Legislative  Council  ^  and  "  House 
of  Assembly  ;  '^  the  upper  House  consisting  of  fifteen  members, 
(the  franchise  being  for  £50  freeholders,  officers  of  the  army  or 
navy,  retired  or  otherwise,  and  professional  gentlemen.)  The 
lower  House  to  have  thirty  members  (freeholders  of  iSlO,  and 
any  one  possessing  jSlOO  has  the  privilege  of  voting  for  a 
member  of  assembly.)  Electoral  districts  will  be  immediately 
established  by  the  Governor  and  the  present  Council,  and  in  a 
short  time  Yan  Diemen's  Land  will  govern  itself ;  the  only  con- 
necting link  to  Great  Britain  being  His  Excellency  and  the 
forces  stationed  here.  The  people  are  as  loyal  as  the  British 
ministry,  a  proof  of  which  may  be  seen  in  their  subscribing 
iS25,000,  ($125,000,)  for  the  army  sufferers  ;  all  of  which  has 
been  remitted  to  England.  To-morrow  morning  I  leave  for  Laon- 
ceston  by  the  celebrated  convict  road,  and  anticipate  an  exhilara- 
ting ride  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  directly  through  the 
Island,  by  the  regular  old  fashioned  mail  coach,  which  in  older 
countries  the  steam  whistle  has  crowded  off  the  course.  The 
few  days  passed  on  the  banks  of  the  Derwent  I  shall  long  re- 
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member,  and  never  will  I  again  allow  myself  to  be  prejodiced 
against  a  place  'till  I  have  visited  it.  The  people  are  most 
hospitable,  and  when  yon  are  asked  at  the  social  board,  it  is 
not  to  make  two-and  sixpence  oat  of  yon  in  the  way  of  com- 
mission I 

A  large  business  is  done  in  a  very  qmet  way,  and  most  of 
the  old  merchants  stand  A — 1,  in  all  the  Colonies  ;  contented 
with  a  regular  trade,  they  have  escaped  the  speculating  losses 
which  the  gold  fields  entailed  upon  their  neighbors,  and  no  panic 
has  visited  the  land  since  1842. 

Sir  Henry  Toung  (who  succeeds  Sir  William  Dennison  since 
he  was  called  to  take  the  Government  Generalship  at  Sydney,) 
seems  inclined  to  meet  the  wishes  of  his  people.  He  has  only 
been  down  some  three  months  from  South  Australia  where  be 
was  generally  liked.  I  passed  a  most  pleasant  evening  at  his 
house  on  Thursday,  some  one  hundred  guests  were  present,  and 
between  dancing,  interspersed  with  music  both  vocal  and  instru- 
mental, the  hours  passed  rapidly  away.  Lady  Young  plays  the 
hostess,  and  does  the  honors  of  Government  House  to  perfec- 
tion ;  possessing  the  happy  faculty  of  making  all  enjoy  the 
entertainment.  I  should  think  the  Governor  some  forty  years 
of  age,  and  her  Ladyship  some  ten  years  his  junior.  He  seems 
proud  of  his  beautiful  wife  and  well  he  may  be,  for  she  is  a  most 
distingue  looking  lady. 

From  the  other  side  of  the  Island  you  wOl  get  a  postscript, 
for  I  am  away  at  nx  in  the  morning ;  so  good  bye  and  a  kind 
remembrance  to  Hobart  town. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

liAUNGBTOir,  TAtMAiOA,  Auffilftt  4ih,  1855,  ) 

At  tbx  Club  Hoib.,      f 

As  promised  I  add  another  l>age,  bat  I  shall  make  it  shorty 
for  I  am  late  for  the  mail. 

Twelve  changes,  brought  the  maU  coach  into  town  all  trim 
and  right  in  twelve  hoards  time.  I  had  somewhat  anticipated 
the  trip,  bat  I  experienced  aU  the  pleasare  I  expected.  The 
coaching  is  pecaliarly  national,  and  yon  most  go  to  the  north 
of  Scotland  to  get  oat  of  the  whistle  of  the  locomotive,  for  the 
mail  coach  is  no  longer  seen  in  England. 

The  gnard  with  his  bogle,  picking  np  the  inland  mail  bags 
from  off  a  forked  pole,  and  the  conseqnential  bearing  of  the 
coachman  as  he  cracks  his  long  whip  over  the  galloping  leaders 
as  they  plough  along  up  hill  nsaally  at  their  utmost  speed,  whOe 
he  points  oat  some  gentleman's  residence  in  the  distance,  is  as 
mach  a  part  of  England  as  the  jolly  red  faced  driver  in  his  boff 
coat,  is  himself.  The  road  all  the  way  is  the  result  of  convict 
labor,  and  is  macadamized  the  entire  distance  ;  individual  enter- 
prise never  woald  have  accomplished  such  an  undertaking  with- 
oat  ruinous  loss.  It  would  have  cost  millions  sterling,  and 
those  who  have  most  abased  the  convicts,  must  admit  that  their 
labor  has  done  for  the  colony  what  nothing  else  would  have 
accomplished  ;  but  the  time  had  come  to  bring  about  a  change, 
and  now  the  land  is  free  from  the  curse  of  new  arrivals,  although 
fome  ten  thonaand  o^  l\i^  o\d  \ira»a«c%  «3c«  still  on  the  lalaDd  ; 
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the  coontrj  Tillages  along  the  road,  and  in  the  yalleys,  over- 
hung by  woody  mountains  make  the  ride  most  attractive.  Many 
of  the  buildings  are  bnilt  of  stone,  and  the  Hotels  are  orna- 
ments to  every  township. 

Most  of  the  fences  are  the  common  wood  rafl  and  post ;  fonr 
rails,  the  lower  one  on  the  ground  to  prevent  the  sheep  from 
getting  under  ;  the  villages  bear  scriptural  and  ancient  names, 
it  is  said  that  the  cause  arose  from  one  of  the  early  Bushrang- 
ers having  an  extensive  library  consisting  of  several  leaves  of 
the  Old  Testament,  from  which  the  several  names  were  selected, 
hence  Jerusalems,  Jerichos,  and  Bagdads  are  scattered  over 
the  entire  country  ;  'tis  too  bad,  when  many  of  the  native 
names  would  have  given  a  pleasant  ring  to  the  little  towns. 
The  cultivation  speaks  care  and  good  fanning,  and  the  wheat, 
com,  and  barley  for  miles  show  what  the  country  can  do. 
Many  of  the  farmere  are  using  guano,  and  it  pays  them  ten- 
fold. After  finishing  my  journey  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
Dr.  Crook's  railway  scheme  would  fall  through,  for  I  doubt  if 
Launceston  and  Hobart  Town  are  connected  hy  a  railroad  during 
the  next  fifty  years,  unless  gold  is  found  in  quantities  on  the 
Island,  a  mail  coach  once  a  day  each  way  will  do  all  that  is 
required.  i^OOO  for  the  mail,  and  five  times  that  for  passenger 
traffic  would  not  leave  half  per  cent  on  the  outlay  for  a  rail, 
and  save  the  farmers  getting  their  crops  to  market,  they  have 
no  other  source  for  a  dividend. 

Launceston  is  a  very  quiet  place  situated  about  forty  miles 
from  the  sea,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tamor.  Hobart  Town  being 
the  capital  is  much  the  more  attractive.  I  notice  as  is  always 
the  case  with  smaller  towns,  a  jealousy  between  the  places,  all 
however  one-sided.  I  was  much  amused,  and  yet  it  was  a  pain- 
fol  sight,  to  see  the  convicts  some  thirty  at  c^Xun^  OTx^\xnu^ 
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mill  similar  to  those  at  railway  depots  in  America^  med  for 
sawing  wood  by  horse  power.  It  is  really  aomething  new 
to  see  haman  beings  in  the  same  predicament^  but  the  idea  is 
not  a  bad  one,  for  in  this  way  the  conyicts  are  made  to  earn 
their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow.  They  grind  about 
thirty  bushels  of  wheat  a  day.  Should  they  happen  to  stop 
their  continual  tramp,  down  they  would  fall  by  the  nm,  with  a 
chance  of  haying  a  broken  leg  ;  sercre  is  the  pniushment,  bat 
I  am  told  it  works  effectually  ;  the  place  was  neat  and  tidy — 
the  convicts  dressed  in  gray,  and  looking  in  good  omdition,  con- 
sidering the  soup  which  I  saw  them  eating.  Looking  at  a 
chicken  or  a  piece  of  roast  beef  through  a  cage,  I  should  sup- 
pose would  give  more  nourishment  to  them,  but  nevertheless 
they  seem  to  live  and  thrive  I 

The  Botanical  gardens  here  are  far  inferior  to  those  on  the 
other  side,  but  the  people  are  equally  kind  and  hospitable. 
They  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  make  one  fed  at  home, 
and  they  understand  well  how  to  do  it 

The  Royal  Shepherd  heads  for  Port  Philip  on  Wednesday, 
and  twenty-five  hours'  steaming  I  am  told  will  take  me  over — 
but  the  very  thought  of  a  screw  steamship  in  a  short  sea  gives 
me  a  sickening  nausea,  and  ahready  I  see  my  head  over  the  rail 
— (ascertaining  of  course,  how  fast  she  is  going.) 

To  sum  up  in  a  few  words  my  ten  days'  sojoom  in  the  land 
first  seen  by  Abel  Tasman  two  centuries  ago,  and  peopled  by  a 
race  now  almost  distinct,  the  few  remaining  having  been  sent 
to  Flinder's  Island  ;  a  race  though  Australian,  who  never  saw 
a  Boomerang  1  and  could  not  even  make  a  canoe  to  take  them 
across  the  straits,  more  shiftless  even  than  the  miserable  spindle 
shanked  wretches  that  disease  is  fast  removing  from  the  Port 
Philip  districts. 
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How  strange  it  is  that  disease  and  dissipation  sweep  away 
most  natire  tribes  in  all  lands,  as  soon  as  the  missionary,  and 
the  white  man  haye  got  them  thoroughly  ciyilizod  and  christian- 
ized I  Tasmania  with  her  80,000  inhabitants,  may^  sometime 
boast  Water  Go's,  and  Gas  Go's,  in  her  two  large  cities,  and 
possible  a  telegraph  may  one  of  these  days  connect  her  with 
her  sister  colonies  ;  bnt  I  fear  the  time  is  far  distant  when  she 
will  see  a  raihroad. 

New  South  Wales  will  snpply  the  coal.  South  Australia  the 
copper,  Victoria  the  gold,  while  Tasmania  will  be  the  granary 
of  them  all ;  for  she  can  well  supply  them  with  the  staff  of 
life — now  the  coovict  curse  is  dying  away. 

**  No  more  aludl  the  festering  prison  bark 
Bring  hither  its  cargo  of  strife ; 
But  every  ship  as  the  olden  ark. 
Shall  ponr  forth  love  and  life.** 

Even  on  my  departure  I  am  reminded  of  the  peculiar  insti- 
tution, for  even  correspondents  were  obliged  to  get  a  paper, 
which  for  your  amusement  I  copy  verbatum. 

F.  JD.  L. 

PoLiGB  OFriCB,         'Sj^/SSt&       Laukciston, 

No.  057.  B8hR&         Vh  August,  1855. 

The  undersigned  Person  has  permission  to  depart 
firom  the  colony  on  board  the  Royal  Shepherd — 

for  Melbourne. 
Name,— G.  F.  T. 

Ship  to  the  Colony, 

"  City  of  Hobari" 
No.  74,  (Signed,)  W.  Gunk, 

Clearance  Permit.  Pdvat,  Magi&itoU^ 
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I  didn't  care  so  mQch  aboat  paying  fire  duUinga  f<Nr  a  dean 
ticket  of  leave,  but  it  was  the  saspicioDS  manner  in  which  the 
official  examined  me  ;  for  Dido,  the  companion  of  Whdan,  be 
it  remembered  was  at  large,  and  iS500  had  been  offSered  reward. 
This  man  Whelan  was  the  monster  who  killed  at  interrals  dar- 
ing a  fortnight,  six  individoals — the  most  brotal  morders  in  the 
annals  of  the  settlement,  and  that  was  only  a  few  weeks  ago. 
With  the  exception  of  taking  the  chances  of  being  popped  off 
while  walking  home  at  night  by  some  ofthese  danmable  scamps. 
I  have  no  reason  to  speak  in  anything  bat  pnuaewOTthy  terms 
of  what  a  short  time  since  was,  the  great  Prison  Hooae  for 
British  criminals. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

JUpart  cf  Mr,  TWnn't  remark  in  favor  of  the  Panama  rouU,from  ths 
•      Melbourne  paper  of  September  24,  1868. 

"  Mklboubiik,  September,  24th  1866. 

Mr.  Ghairiuk. — When  the  able  paper  on  onr  mail  communi- 
cation, which  yon  brought  before  the  board  last  week,  was 
under  discussion,  I  gare  notice  that  I  should  hare  a  few  words 
to  say  in  reproducing  a  few  facts  in  regard  to  the  Panama 
route  to-day ;  so,  without  occupying  your  time  in  arguing 
against  that  paper  on  some  points  where  we  widely  differ  (as 
all  information  on  this  important  question  is  yaluable),  I  pro- 
pose to  run  my  eye  over  a  route  which  does  not  seem  to  have 
received  that  attention  from  this  Chamber  which  its  merits  de- 
mand. 

For  two  years  this  Chamber  has  been  rolling  the  ball  on  the 
mail  question,  and  for  two  years  nothing  whatever  has  been  ac- 
complished. 

The  Committee  and  the  Chamber  have  shown  a  praiseworthy 
desire  in  gathering  statistics  of  the  several  routes  ;  and  letters, 
and  speeches,  reports  and  pamphlets  innumerable  have  flooded 
the  Post-office  and  the  press,  and  yet  we  are  no  better  off  than 
when  the  subject  was  first  introduced  I  All  the  steam  mail  lines 
retired  firom  the  field  the  moment  they  could  obtAuiTeBfiQinsx^^ki^ 
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employment  in  transiting  troops  for  the  Home  GhyremmcDt ; 
and  as  I  have  always  said,  when  addressiog  the  Chamber — tJk 
resumption  of  a  steam  mail  depends  etUirdf  wpam  ike  tmrm  of  tke 
Eastern  War  ! 

English  companies  are  not  endlned  to  embark  thdr  capita]  in 
an  enterprise  that  has  paid  them  so  poorly,  and  the  mcertainty 
existing  in  the  affiiirs  of  Europe  completely  paralyas  all  ente^ 
prise  on  the  ocean  with  the  Americans ;  and  as  for  the  octousts 
doing  anything  for  themselves  little  else  than  talk,  it  has  yet  to 
take  place  1  Hence,  I  repeat^  that  a  reamnption  of  steam  naQ 
service  under  Government  dq)ends  upon  tiie  return  of  peace. 

But  as  the  object  in  bringing  forward  the  paper  last  wedi:, 
was  intended  to  gather  as  much  information  as  possible  prepa- 
ratory to  the  action  of  the  GoancQ  ;  and  as  that  paper  did  aot 
give  that  prominence  to  the  Panama  roate  that  it  deaerves^  pe^ 
mit  me  again  to  give  yon  my  views  in  r^^ard  to  it. 

I  believe  the  Panama  route  the  most  feasible  mafl  route  be- 
tween England  and  Australia ;  and,  in  case  of  a  subsidy  by 
either  Government^  it  would  seem  to  be  no  more  than  fiair  that 
that  route  should  have  a  decided  preference. 

Whilst  advocating  this  route  I  am  aware  that  the  Chamber 
is  already  pledged  to  a  particular  course  in  their  memorial  to 
Sir  Charles  Hotham,  the  Admiralty  and  Postmast^  General, 
which  recommended  no  particular  route,  only  to  throw  open 
the  contract  to  public  competition. 

AU  other  routes  have  been  tried,  and  failed. — The  Anstralian 
Royal  Mail  Steam  Navigation  Company,  (more  commonly 
known  as  the  ''Boomerang"  Line,  from  their  steamers  resem- 
bling that  missile  in  starting  off  and  finally  returning  to  the 
point  of  departure)  have  tried  the  Cape  route  with  the  Anstra- 
iian,  Melbourne,  Adelaide  and  Sydney.    The  repeated  taflnres 
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of  these  boats  lost  the  directors  their  coDtroct.  The  stoppages 
on  the  way  were  objectionable,  it  was  said  ;  and  the  high  seas 
and  boisterous  weather  for  three-fourths  of  the-  year  between  the 
Cape  and  Australia,  on  their  return,  are  sure  to  retard  the 
steamers.  I  think  however  it  will  be  done  in  sixty  days.  The 
Golden  Age  was  a  powerful  paddle  wheel  boat»  and  fairly  tested 
what  could  be  accomplished,  for  she  had  a  most  favorable  chance 
all  the  way.  This  route,  then,  for  the  present,  until  Scott  Rus- 
sell tries  it  again  in  the  monster  steam-ship  now  building,  is 
abandoned :  and  the  most  important  objection  to  the  Overland 
and  Indian  route  is  it  will  not  pa^  I 

That  is  the  point,  then  have  tried  it,  and  lost  money ;  and 
onless  receiving  a  very  handsome  subsidy,  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  they  will  try  it  again.  When  dipper  ships  take 
gold  at  ddper  oz.  (less  than  one-half  per  cent ),  andcargoat  40s. 
per  ton^  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  either  gold  or  cargo 
will  be  sent  at  their  prices, — £IS  per  ton  for  the  one,  and  three 
per  cent,  for  the  other. 

And  so  for  passengers.  Single  gentlemen  desirous  of  travel 
may  be  willing  to  pay  iSlGO,  and  put  up  with  many  changes  on 
the  route ;  but  we  need  not  reasonably  expect  that  famQies  will 
select  so  expensive,  inconvenient^  and  uncomfortable  a  journey, 
to  say  nothing  of  second  class  passengers  bdng  entirely  shut 
oat,  when  a  ship  offers  them  every  accommodation  and  comfort 
(or  sixty-five  gnimeas !  of  course,  then,  nothing  hU  a  heavy  bonus 
from  Cfovemmeni,  aver  and  above  all  present  rates  of  Postage, 
will  give  yon  that  route,  however  desirable  it  may  be.  Now 
we  come  to  what  I  have  always  maintained  is  the  most  prac- 
ticable of  all,  the  Panama  route.  Two  years  since  the  English 
and  Australian  papers  could  not  say  too  much  in  favor  of  it 
When  the  advertisement  of  the  Australian  Direct  Steam  Nvcv 
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fatioQ  Companj,  via  PoDama,  was  annoonoed  in  1853,  the  pa* 
pers  of  JqIt  and  Aagust  all  adTOcated  this  route — all  the  argo- 
meats  in  its  faTor  were  adTanced  then,  and  thej  conld  not  eaj 
too  much  in  bringing  it  before  the  pnblic  ;  so  was  it  with  the 
papers  here  and  in  Sjdnej,  long  editorials  daily  appearing  show- 
ing its  adrant4^:es. 

Mr.  Donaldson  of  the  Sydney  council,  in  1852,  was  stroi^y 
in  favor  of  Panama,  and  brought  op  statistics  to  show  that  the 
course  of  poet  by  that  way  would  not  exceed  120  days. 

The  Tijfus  and  other  En^h  journals  used  something  like  the 
follow insr  language  : — 

*'  Tliroughout  the  entire  range  of  this  route  across  the  Tist 
Paoitio  0.*ean.  both  going  and  returning  between  Panama  and 
Auscmlia.  tine  weather,  smooth  seas^  and  a  pleasant  tempenh 
tare  almost  everywhere  prevail ;  and  the  trade  winds,  generally 
s^Hrakitijr,  blow  with  such  gentle  force  and  constant  r^^nlarity, 
that  the  seaman  can  shape  his  course  from  port  to  port  with 
certaititv  and  confidence.^ 

m 

Ranrreaves,  who  was  a  passenger  by  the  Golden  Age,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Times,  July  20th,  gives  a  good  description  of  the 
voyuice,  which  was  made  in  thirty-two  days'  steaming  from  Syd* 
uey  to  Panama.  He  calls  it,  speaking  from  experience,  the 
shortest,  the  pleasaiitest,  and  the  most  direct  ronte  between 
Kiiirland  and  Austnlia.  He  considers  the  consumption  of  fuel 
and  e.\(>ense  of  larjire  paddle-wheel  steamers  like  the  Golden 
Airi\  the  principal  objection.  (This  expense,  under  proper  or- 
ganization, could  be  materially  reduced.)  Those  few  who  made 
the  least  objection  to  this  route  two  years  ago,  did  so  on  account 
of  the  transit  across  the  Isthmus  :  now,  however,  that  bugbear 
has  gone,  and  the  traveler  is  no  longer  dependent  upon  mule 
Cfirriage  ;  the  steamer  nina  alongjiide  the  railway  pier  at  Panar 
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ma,  and  in  less  than  two  honrs'  ride  in  large  and  comfortable 
carriages  over  one  of  the  safest  railroads  in  the  world,  they  step 
ont  of  the  cars  into  the  steamship  that  is  in  waiting  on  the 
Atlantic  side. 

Panama  seems  to  be  the  point  to  connect  all  parts  of  the 
world,  some  dozen  steam  lines  centre  there,  and  now  the  rail- 
road is  entirely  finished,  and  comfortable  hotels  are  open  to  the 
stranger  on  both  sides  of  the  Isthmus,  no  better  time  than  the 
present  offers,  to  add  one  more  link  to  the  great  steam  chain  by  a 
monthly  connection  with  Australia.  Mr.  Williams,  the  United 
States  Goasnl  at  Sydney,  in  reply  to  the  questions  of  the  Select 
Oommittee  of  the  Legislatiye  Council,  recapitulated  the  adyan- 
tagei  of  this  route  oyer  any  other,  as  represented  to  the  anthor- 
itiea  of  Great  Britain  by  Captain  Porter,  of  the  Golden  Age. 
He  goes  on  to  explain  the  manner  of  communicating  with  Pana- 
ma^ **  leanng  the  existing  line  from  Southampton  to  take  the 
maOi  to  and  from  Panama. 

'^Captain  Porter  proposed  to  have  two  steamers  between 
fliydoey  and  Tahiti,  and  two  between  Tahiti  and  Panama.  He 
proposed  that  the  steamer  from  Sydney  and  that  from  Panama 
shall  start  on  the  same  day.  His  estimated  time  from  Sydney 
to  Tahili  was  thirteen  days,  and  from  Panama  to  Tahiti  eight- 
een days  ;  the  Sydney  boat,  on  her  arriyal  at  Tahiti,  to  trans- 
fer our  passengers  to  a  spare  boat,  waiting  ready  coaled,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Panama  on  the  same  day,  which  would  then  give  the 
^  Sydney  boat  (iTe  days  to  coal,  preyious  to  the  arriyal  of  the 
boat  from  Panama,  when  she  would  be  ready  to  take  the  Pana- 
ma passengers,  to  proceed  to  Sydney  on  the  same  day  as  the  I 
arriyal  of  the  Panama  steamer.  This  would  make  thirty-one 
days  from  Sydney  to  Panama.  It  was  proposed  to  have  at 
Tahiti  workshops,  docks,  and  eyery thing  requidte  for  toAkv^^ 
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repajn  to  the  wumJk  and  bo«ti»  mdfsr  canying  oandi  aa 
eauUi^nKot  eflectiyely.  CapCaa  Porter  aud  tbat  steawa 
rnnning  a  short  diataace  oq  a  line  have  mdi  greater  upeed  thaa 
thoae  rnoniog  longer  dlataacea,  aod  therefore  thej  woold  be 
moeh  more  likely  to  aceompliah  their  pa— ge  in  a  given  time, 
aad  io  leas  time  than  tteamen  firom  here  through.' 

Mr.  Williami,  laid  before  the  eommittee  letten  bearing  upon 
the  rabject ;  the  mbitance  I  embody  in  the  following  extract 
from  the  Sydney  Marmmg  Herald  : — 

**  The  Ifthmof  m  now  daily  crooed  in  two  hoon^  from  Aspin- 
wall  to  Panama.  Since  the  dfaeorery  of  gold  in  Galifomia, 
there  has  never  been  a  loss  of  treasore  in  erossii^  the  lathmos. 
The  time  from  Soatbampton  to  AspinwaD,  now  twenty  days, 
might  be  redaced  to  twelve  ;  aad  he  woold  guarantee  to  build 
a  line  of  boats  which  would  reduce  it  to  fifteen,  and  the  time 
from  Aspinwall  to  New  Yoric  eight  days,  and  the  average 
length  of  the  voyage,  not  toochiog  at  New  Zealand,  forty- 
one  days.  He  woald  have  steamers  boilt^  with  a  goaranteed 
speed  of  fifteen  knots,  which  woold  give  thirty-foor  days'  sailing 
time,  allowing  twelve  thoosand  some  hondred  miles  as  the  dis- 
tance, and  allow  seven  days  for  changing  the  steamers  and  for 
interrnptions  from  bad  weather.  The  projector  was  willing  to 
enter  into  a  contract  to  perform  the  passage  from  A^inwall  to 
Melbourne  in  87  days,  making  Sydney  the  first  port ;  so  that 
his  contract  would  bring  us  three  days  earlier,  that  would  be 
thirty-four  days.  He  would  place  the  boats  at  the  disposal  of 
the  colonial  government,  in  case  of  war,  at  a  valuation.  His 
proposal  to  the  Postmaster  General  was  iS3,500  a  trip  from 
Panama  to  Melbourne,  touching  at  Sydney,  and  giving  to  the 
British  Post  Office  the  advantage  of  all  other  mails  he  might 
carry,  except  that  to  Tahiti,  which  he  would  carry  free  of  chaige. 
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What  be  said  as  to  terms  was  this :  '  I  will  haye,  when  the  line  la 
completed,  not  less  than  four  first  class  steamships^  two  between 
Panama  and  Tahiti,  and  two  between  Tahiti  and  Australia.  I 
will  endeaTor  to  perform  monthly  tripe,  and  make  certainlj  not 
less  than  ten  trips  each  waj  within  the  year,  giving  an  average 
of  a  mail  every  thirty-six  days.  I  will  also  enter  into  bonds  to 
have  the  line  completed  within  a  stated  short  period,  and  finally, 
I  will  stipulate  that  the  mail  shall  be  delivered  from  Melbourne 
to  Aspinwall  within  an  average  of  35  days.' " 

I  am  confident  that  nothing  but  the  uncertainty  of  the  war 
would  have  prevented  American  capitalists  long  since  frt)m  em- 
barking in  this  enterprise ;  but,  as  I  remarked,  this  want  of 
confidence  in  the  several  governments  paralyzes  all  individual 
action. 

This  route  is  the  most  popular,  because  it  b  the  most  prac- 
ticable. Look  at  the  map,  lay  down  your  rule,  and  yon  will 
find  almost  a  direct  line  from  England  to  Australia,  via  Panama. 
No  crooks,  no  turns,  one  straight  course.  Again,  in  case  of  ac- 
cident on  the  voyage,  the  steamer  can  bear  up  for  almost  any 
of  the  numberless  small  islands  of  the  Pacific ;  while  between 
the  Cape  and  Australia,  or  Eden  and  Australia,  there  is  little 
or  no  shelter  for  a  steamer,  or  even  a  sailing  craft.  Even  as 
early  as  1851  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
the  strength  of  the  evidence  of  nautical  men,  and  others  whom 
they  examined,  reported  to  Parliament  in  favor  of  the  Panama, 
against  either  the  Gape  or  Indian  route,  to  this  country. 

I  believe  that  the  average  of  twenty-five  voyages  of  the  Cape 
line  of  steamers  was  ninety-iwo  dofs,  while  the  general  av^i^^ 
of  the  overland  mail  was  about  seventy-three,  and  even  that 
could  not  be  depended  upon,  when  the  Australian  steamer  was 
too  late  to  catch  the  Ceylon  or  Singa;pOT^  in»^   ^\?&s!Gl%  Vi^r 
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night  was  lost.  Of  course  there  were  indiTidoal  cases  of  qnadk 
passages  by  both  lines  as,  for  instance,  the  Argo  in  64  days, 
and  the  Madras  in  58.  So  are  there  like  instances  in  the  dip- 
per ships ;  the  James  Baines  in  64  days,  and  the  Bed  Jacket 
and  Bine  Jacket  in  68  days. 

I  agree  with  what  yon  say  in  regard  to  what  is  most  required, 
viz. :  regularity  and  speed  ;  but  you  must  also  admit  that  steam- 
ships must  be  paid  for  their  labor,  and  you  cannot  seriously  be- 
lieve  for  a  moment,  that  the  home  gOTemment  will  put  their 
hand  into  their  own  pocket  just  at  this  particular  time  to  cater 
to  your  wants.  See  what  the  Gtdong  Advertiser  says,  when 
speaking  of  your  paper :  "  The  conclusion  which  yon  arriye  at 
is,  that  the  OTerland  route  presents  the  greatest  number  of  ad- 
vantages and  the  fewest  drawbacks.  You  are  also  sangpiine 
enough  to  think  that  postal  communication  by  first  class  steam- 
ers to  and  from  Australia  would  pay  at  the  present  rates  of 
postage  I  This  is  a  mere  childish  delusion.  If  we  want  steam 
communication  we  must  be  prepared  to  pay  roundly  for  it 
Crippled  as  the  Imperial  revenues  must  be,  after  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a  great  war,  it  would  be  equally  unfair  and  foolish  to 
cx{K'ct  that  England  would  make  up  the  whole  of  the  certain 
deficU  of  any  scheme  of  steam  communication  with  the  old 
country." 

Surely  these  remarks  are  sensible,  and  tell  a  few  plain  truths 

in  regard  to  the  subsidy  and  the  postage.    Mail  Lines  usually 

require  some  government  support,  but  as  a  general  thing  they 

must  depend  upon  their  passenger  and  goods  traffic.    Speed  and 

regularity  command  high  freights.    Look  at  CoUins  and  Gunard 

mers  getting  £b  to  £1  per  ton,  when  the  rates  by  sailing 

pen  rule  at  from  20s  to  30s.    The  same  proportion  would 

•eeu  in  the  Australian  trade.    The  North  Atlantic  steuiMn 
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ran  between  Liverpool  and  New  York  in  ten  to  twelve  days,  a 
distance  of  3,000  miles.  Take  the  same  class  of  boats  and  mol- 
tiplj  by  five  (15,000  miles),  and  yon  see  what  can  be  done — 
say  fifty  or  sixty  days.  Snch  dispatch  of  coorse  would  bring  m 
freight  revenne.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  best  paying 
steam  lines  in  the  world  concentrate  at  the  Isthmns,  and  all  we 
have  to  do  to  get  onr  share  of  the  dividends  is  to  join  Australia 
to  the  place.  Tooching  freight :  the  several  changes  it  may  be 
said,  are  objectionable  in  taking  freight.  Of  coarse  they  are  ; 
bat  are  they  not  also  by  the  Indian  roate  ?  It  most,  however, 
be  admitted,  that  the  Panama  roate  is  the  only  one  by  which 
light  freight,  sach  as  ribbons,  silks,  fine  cottons,  millinery,  Ac, 
can  come,  as  the  West  India  steamers  carry  large  qaantities  to 
the  Isthmus.  But  in  the  passenger  traffic  the  same  remark  does 
not  apply,  for  nothing  relieves  the  monotony  of  a  long  voyage 
so  much  as  change  of  scenery.  Why  not  bring  the  same  argu- 
ments advanced  two  years  ago  in  favor  of  this  line  to  bear  now  ? 
All  said  at  that  time  that  the  steamers  would  go  full  of  pass- 
engers both  ways.  Had  anything  transpired  to  change  that 
opinion  ?  Certainly  not ;  the  field  was  never  so  clear,  and  the 
opportunity  never  so  practicable.  So  long  as  we  continue  to  ex- 
tract 50,000  oz.  of  gold  weekly  from  our  unlimited  mines,  and 
continue  onr  annual  export  of  one  hundred  tons  weight  of  gold' 
per  annum,  you  need  never  be  afraid  of  emigration  falling  off. 
Throw  open  the  agricultural  lands  to  the  world,  and  steam  lines 
and  sailing  packets  will  pour  in  able-bodied  farmers  and  emi- 
grants by  the  thousand. 

With  gold  unlimited,  and  cheap  land,  passengers  will  flock 
in  by  every  chance,  and  the  quickest  route  will  attract  the  trade, 
if  rates  of  passage  do  not  interfere.  Taking  this  view  of  the 
case,  England  and  Europe  would  pour  dowii\Vi^^*8a^^T%\A 
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being  Toted  for  a  mail  line,  I  cannot  speak  too  warmly  in  faTor 
of  this  line.  Take  facts,  examine  statistics,  and  deal  with  the 
matter  in  a  plain  common-sense  waj,  and  yoa  mnst  certainly 
agree  with  me,  that  the  Panama  ronte  b  the  most  practical  one 
to  join  these  colonies  with  Qreat  Britain. 

On  the  llth  September  a  Tery  able  discussion  upon  the  mail 
question  took  place  in  the  Legislative  Council  of  New  Sonth 
Wales.  After  a  somewhat  animated  debate,  the  Herald  says, 
that  the  following  was  the  sabstance  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Council,  as  submitted  to  the  Goremment : — 

"  That  the  route  which  will  afford  the  most  immediate,  the 
most  certain,  and  the  cheapest  mode  of  commuuication  by  steam 
between  Sidney  and  Great  Britain,  is  that  by  way  of  Singa- 
pore ;  and  that  the  most  rapid  communication  with  Great  Brit- 
ain would  be  afforded  by  the  establishment  of  steamers  by  way 
of  Panama,  and  that  if  that  line  could  be  opened  in  addition 
to  the  line  by  way  of  Singapore,  the  greatest  amount  of  ad- 
vantage possible  to  be  derived  from  steam  communication  from 
Europe  would  be  achieved." 

I  cannot  entirely  agree  with  the  first  part  of  the  proposition, 
but  most  energetically  endorse  that  portion  referring  to  Pana- 
ma. I  have  I  think,  fully  g^ven  my  reasons,  and  hope  I  have 
mode  myself  understood.  The  Indian  route  will  not  answer 
because  it  will  not  pay,  unless  by  receiving  a  heavier  bonus  than 
the  Government  can  afford  to  give.  The  Panama  route  with 
a  little  assistance  will  find  ample  support  in  passengers,  gold, 
and  light  freight.  I  repeat  it  has  never  been  tried — other 
routes  have  broken  down — whose  turn  is  it  now  ?  So  fiur  as 
the  project  of  the  colonial  steamers  is  concerned,  I  think  it 
would  receive  a  death-blow  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Patter- 
son, the  Secretary  c^  the  A.  8.  N.  Ck>m^xi3,VXi*dXi  Tva^^^scM^ 
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iKT  y^skc      umnB.  iff  a  •nmiTniini  osaan^  in  adfitiQB  to  tke 

«ur*iiiiir  irtcKimJiiiL  mr  rsi9d  Saeofli  *^  _ 
ruiiK  nf  larjug  ^  inHtaqr  .CTinTTmnnniaMM  it»  the  Kit !  I  kope 
11H7  ¥-lL  m!f!;£KiL  insL.  ta*  ha,  'Att  maai  ptadieri  part  cf  the 
iC:iini::i''i  C':iiimi>sat  7*7«jR  tf  iHiiMiiwi  i^  m  Mr.  WiJIBiMi'  tmi- 
iii.n7  ~.:iii'.nLnjr  iJit  Piojkiuii  aiotfie.  Mr.  Dutikhon  tralj  re- 
nnr'u.  "uiiita  *  li^nitinnrL  wt  m»  dbt  npe  firm  within  oar  reach, 
".  viif  a  ^trritw^zriHOiw  'Of  !i:nd&eQ&iiE  BUraia.  diftcalt  to  plock." 
A  rL.'iK  *^  rii^ni  ftroLiinnjr^kSaoai  Iw  vaj  of  Tikiti  aad  Pansnka 
n-irii  *•«  ^!ii«i:T»ii.  -rr^'Oiir:  •ExmHMiionri'  bardms  being  placed 
T'l  n  LIT  n>:qT  iuiriin&riT  :  aaiL  vitfa  the  aid  of  the  Graiid 
Trizx  Lmt  'S;ci>  PLiAsr^fc  ::»  OucTfs.  a  aio$t  rapid  line  of 
:':<::  .1  v:  •^tltjm  'ittrvtt^c  Ai^m^  and  Great  Britain  misht  be 

I  ■*.»f:>T*  -Ji^*s*  TKT?  «»  sr*{d  bj  BOit  public  men  at  SjdneT, 
irA  I  •^.viz*:':  \ft:  iboik  icM  al!  the  colonies  wfll  see  it  in  the 
f  .-•*  Vri*..  Ti-*  GrTrTi'vr  «j^a«aL  I  am  told,  is  in  faror  of 
!:  :  k!L*i  S.'jr  Ciir.-^  &v:iiaaL  vho  is  acquainted  with  South 
Ai>r-!:ft  UL»i  *:jl-*-  T<::r.s3<.  IMiere.  has  expressed  himself  in 
L:.i  f*TOir  :  Tiile  Sir  He^cinr  Toon?,  in  a  oonTersation  which  I 
hyi  with  him  og  thi?'  scV^ct.  spoke  intell^entlT  in  its  faror. 

If  the  A.  S.  N.  Co.  would  ask  for  a  smaller  snbndj,  and  take 
up  CUB  Ti>w  of  the  qu^estioD.  ther  win  be  far  more  likely  to 
succeed.     It  is  worthr  of  their  attention. 

In  commenting  upon  Hr.  Donaldson's  remarks  that  "  a  con- 
gross  or  fedend  council  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  colonies 
proerallj,  as  a  combinttion  of  intellect  and  intelligence  would 
be  beneficial  to  all,"  the  intelligent  editor  of  the  Sydmp  Mom- 
fV-^^^  speaks  akA^jVnxe^^X&Vw.   ^^lEbim: — 
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"  Mr.  DoaaldsoQ  toached  on  the  importance  of  some  l^al 
form  of  operation,  which  would  make  the  colonies  one,  where 
their  interests  are  one.  Day  by  day  they  stand  stretching  oat 
their  hands  to  each  other,  bat  divided  by  the  impassible  boand- 
aries  traced  by  the  finger  of  a  sonreyor  over  the  maps, — and 
where  a  pariiamentary  spell  perpetually  thwarts  their  efforts  to 
coK^rate.  New  South  Wales,  as  the  elder  colony,  should  as- 
sert the  only  pre-eminence  worthy  of  her  aspiration  ;  and  devise 
some  broad,  generoos,  and  impartial  system,  which  may  unite 
all  these  colonies  for  their  common  good.  Such  a  task  would 
be  worthy  of  ambition  ;  and,  if  well  performed,  would  give 
strength  and  consistency  to  the  whole,  would  facilitate  their  relar 
tiona  with  the  parent  country,  and  postpone  a  separation  which, 
though  a  necessity  of  the  futore,  is  not  to  be  precipitated,  and 
which  may  long  be  delayed." 

Let  us  all  put  our  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  a  mail  serrioe 
would  at  once  spring  into  life  ;  how  petty  jealousies  occasion 
odious  comparisons ;  and  soch  yiews  divide  the  colonies  in  all 
great  public  questions  for  their  mutual  welfare,  as  surely  and 
effectually  as  the  surveyor's  chain.  This  evil  the  colonists 
should  at  once  uproot,  by  unity  of  action,  a  remedy  which  will 
prove  a  certain  restorative.  Let  us  grapple  with  the  mail  ques- 
tion on  a  broad  and  public  basis  ;  when  a  project  of  importance 
to  all  is  initiated,  let  us  work  with  a  will.  Let  this  Chamber 
place  their  views  practically  before  the  several  Chambers  of  the 
other  colonies,  and  in  that  way  reach  the  ears  of  the  several 
Governments,  as  the  views  of  practical  men  in  the  mercantile 
walks  of  life,  backed  and  endorsed  by  all  classes  of  the  commu- 
nity, who  watch  with  satisfaction  and  approval  every  step  of 
this  Chamber  that  marks  out  the  road  to  improvement  and  re- 
form.   Whenever  such  a  project  as  this  ia  mQo\»i)  kzoifrxi^fii^ 
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should  speak  with  one  voioe,  actiag  with  energy  and  withoat 
diTision.  Sach  qaestions  require  co-operation,  and  the  fiitare  is 
big  with  enterprises  to  be  carried  out  for  onr  mntnal  iinpro?e- 
ment.  Shipwrecks  and  disaster  remind  ns  of  the  urgent  neces- 
sity for  a  lighthoose  at  Bang's  Island ;  and  at  once  we  are  in 
communication  with  mercantile  men  of  our  sister  colonies,  who 
wait  upon  their  respective  Governments,  and,  all  palling  in  the 
same  direction,  an  expedition  is  appointed,  a  surreyor  takes  the 
bearings  ;  and  I  am  credibly  informed  that  at  no  distant  period 
the  mariner  who  has  been  driven  by  adverse  winds  and  currents 
on  that  treacherous  coast  with  the  longp-ezpected  mail,  will  see 
the  friendly  guide  shining  brightly  from  the  summit  of  Point 
Wickam,  that  points  him  out  his  proper  course.  In  this  initia- 
tory movement  we  see  the  power,  the  influence,  the  utility  of 
unity  of  action.  Let  us  deal  with  no  questions  not  practical,  but 
when  we  do  move,  let  it  be  with  the  determination  to  agitate 
the  matter  until  the  abuse  is  removed,  the  improvement  carried 
out,  and  our  object  of  benefiting  the  community  is  accomplished. 
Shortly  I  hope  to  see  this  nudl  question  put  at  rest.  I  hope 
the  point  of  arrival  and  of  departure  will  settle  down  to  where 
it  belongs.  Melbourne  is  indisputably  the  grand  centre  of  all 
these  colonies.  Our  geographical  position,  onr  immense  mine- 
ral resources  and  pastoral  wealth,  our  increasing  population, 
emigration  adding  to  it  at  the  rate  of  sixty  thousand  per  annum, 
and  extending  commerce,  our  exports  and  onr  imports,  our 
youth,  ever  active,  ever  reaching,  ever  looking  onward.  Our 
unconquerable  progress  and  wonderful  energy  demand  this 
locality  as  the  rallying  point  of  all  the  rest 

New  South  Wales  should  be  proud  of  us  as  her  enterprising 
o£&pring,  and  South  Australia  has  no  reason  to  be  ashamed  of 
ber  progressive  brotlier.    While  Van  Diemen's  Land  may  look 
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npoQ  118  as  an  athletic  yoath  desirous  of  improviag  our  laws,  our 
OoTemment,  and  oarselTes.  Admitting  then  if  yon  please, 
that  Port  Philip  deser?es  by  her  position  on  the  atlas,  her  re- 
sources and  her  progress,  that  the  mail  steamers  should  arrive 
and  depart  from  Hobson's  Bay  (although  I  should  not  vrish  to 
throw  cold  water  on  any  scheme,  eyen  though  Sydney  were 
made  the  terminus).  How  then  are  we  to  cater  to  the  prejudi- 
ces of  our  friendly  neighbors  ?  I  will  show  you.  We  haye  a 
telegraph  to  the  Heads  by  the  way  of  Geelong,  thanks  to  the 
Goverument  Let  a  grand  trunk  line  of  teleg^phic  wires  unite 
us  with  Sydney  and  Adelaide,  talking  with  the  townships  on  the 
way,  and  a  submarine  wire  along  the  ocean's  bed  to  Launceston, 
and  so  on  along  the  convict  road  to  Hobart  Town,  then  we  act 
in  union  as  brothers  and  as  friends,  the  magic  of  the  magnetic 
chain  would  remove  every  shadow  of  discord,  for  the  moment 
the  mail  steamer  was  signalized  off  Point  Nepean,  the  news  boat 
would  board  her  to  receive  the  brief  digest  of  news,  political 
and  social,  financial  and  commercial,  which  the  purser  would 
have  in  readiness  for  the  Exchange  newsman,  and  bear  it  with 
a  sure  and  swift  stroke  to  the  telegri^hic  office  on  Shortland's 
Bluffy  where  the  manipulator  would  flash  the  intelligence  along 
the  electric  messenger  to  Melbourne,  New  South  Wales, 
South  Australia  and  Hobart  Town,  long  before  the  steamer 
touched  her  anchorage  in  Hobson's  Bay  1  All  would  then  re- 
ceive the  intelligence  at  the  same  time  ;  what  we  all  require  is, 
news,  late  dates,  intelligence  from  the  rest  of  the  world ;  as 
conveyed  daily  through  the  interest  engine  of  modem  times,  the 
printing  press  ;  not  so  much  as  our  letters  ;  give  us  the  summa- 
ry of  news,  and  we  will  wait  a  day  or  two  for  details.  I  have 
thus  shown  how  all  may  be  satisfied  in  getting  the  latest  intel- 
ligence, and  then,  when  the  steamer  has  stopped  her  paddlM^ 
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let  the  mail-bags  for  oar  neighbors  be  in  readiness  for  their  des- 
tination by  the  splendid  fleet  of  colonial  steamers  for  which 
Australia  is  so  celebrated,  branching  oat  from  Sjdnej,  of  which 
she  may  well  feel  prond ;  and  fixed  days  being  appcnnted  for 
the  retnm  mails,  no  delay  or  annoyance  would  occur.  You 
may  remind  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  all  this  looks  Tery  well  on 
paper,  and  you  may  laugh  at  my  suggestions  as  chimerical ; 
but  I  assure  you,  all  this  will  be  a  reality  at  no  distant  day. 

This  connecting  all  the  colonies  by  a  magnetic  tel^raph  has 
long  been  a  project  of  mine,  as  may  be  seen  by  my  remarks 
made  a  few  days  after  landing  in  the  colony  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1853  ;  and  no  better  time  than  now  to  agitate  the  matter  can 
be  had.  Great  public  enterprises  will  soon  be  started,  that  will 
send  this  country  ahead  with  a  progress  deserring  of  its  great 
wealth.  The  moment  that  the  ghosts  of  all  our  mismanaged 
pioneer  jointstock  companies  are  buried  and  lost  sight  of  in  the 
ghastly  records  of  the  Insolvent  court,  enterprises  of  public 
utility  and  sounder  basis  will  be  initiated,  and  what  is  better 
carried  out.  In  my  opinion  nothing  can  be  done  so  effectually 
to  wipe  away  local  prejudices  as  to  connect  the  colonies  by  a 
grand  trunk  line  of  magnetic  tel^raph,  which  would  give  us  all 
intelligence  at  the  same  time.  Individual  enterprise,  under  lib- 
eral public  grants,  will  soon  start  it  on  the  journey,  and,  my 
word  for  it,  each  colony,  in  proportion  to  its  revenue,  would 
come  to  its  assistance  through  its  population.  I  saw  many  of 
the  merchants  at  Hobart  Town  who  would  take  their  share  of 
the  enterprise,  and  Adelaide  and  Sydney  are  not  likely  to  draw 
a  knife  across  their  own  throat.  Let  the  governments  work 
liberally  together ;  let  private  enterprise  commence  with  the  tel- 
egraph ;  and  we  see  a  new  era  spring  up  with  a  steam  mail,  a 
railway,  and  an  electric  wire.    I  was  not  aware  that  we  w«« 
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to  have  the  ad?autage  of  Captain  Town's  presence  at  our  board 
to^laj  ;  and  although  he  may  not  agree  with  me  on  every  pointy 
yet  it  has  afforded  me  mach  satisfaction  to  hear  his  vie?rs  regard- 
ing the  Indian  roate,  which  I  sincerely  trust  will  be  carried  out 
In  advancing  the  foregoing  opinions,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that  I  am  advocating  no  private  interests,  but  bring 
forward  my  views,  as  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Gommerce, 
on  a  public  basis,  which  I  am  willing  to  give  my  time  and  in- 
dustry in  fostering.  I  propose  shortly  to  visit  the  United  States^ 
and  if  by  the  time  I  arrive  there,  no  wutil  Hne  has  started  for 
Australia,  I  pledge  yon  my  word  that  I  shall  not  return  until  I 
have  turned  every  stone  and  exhausted  all  my  ammunition,  in 
carrying  out  the  views  which  I  have  laid  before  you,  in  organ- 
izing a  first-class  steam  mail  line  between  Great  Britun  and 
Australia,  via  Panama,  by  a  course  of  post  not  to  exceed,  at  any 
rate,  one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  and  most  likely  not  over  a 
hundred  and  ten. 


OHAPTEB  XXT. 

OOmiEBCl  AirP  M90UICB  or  AIBTUTJL 

JntrodiMtory  B«m«rlM— PopnUtion  of  Aiwtriilfa  — Prodoetion  mad  Lo- 
Mtion  of  th«  Gold  Fi«l^— Prie«  of  GoU— Boakiiig  Com]^  ' 
VietoriA^-Commereiiil  Aflhin  Otimmiry  of  Amorieaii  Shi] 
Importt  Aod  Ezporto— Jtcrar  Trmdo— iMuranoa  R 
HouM  Aod  Exeluuigo— PotUl  Commnnioitioiit— Dirtanoo  of  Boiit«i» 
•to. 

Mklbouskk,  AciTftAUA,  Sepiembor  S5tb,  ISM^ 
Febocav  Huitt,  £dUor  of  tks  Merchant^  MajfOMine: — 

Dbar  Sir  : — Notwithstanding  our  antipodean  position,  shot 
out  as  we  are  from  the  cirilized  world  bj  irreg^nlar  mails,  joor 
highly  ?alaed  jonmal,  containing  its  nsnal  monthly  history  of 
the  commercial  world,  has  at  last  touched  onr  shores,  and  noth- 
ing, I  assure  you,  in  that  line  is  hailed  with  more  pleasure  by 
onr  countrymen,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  who  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  have  read  its  pages  and  appreciated  its  worth« 
With  others,  I  am  indebted  to  an  old  gentleman  of  extraordin- 
ary proportions,  whose  Dominie  Sampson  labors  in  the  schools 
of  New  York  have  been  transferred  to  the  wider  field  of  intro- 
ducing American  literature  into  this  country,  and  whose  intin- 
erant  wanderings  from  counting-house  to  counting-house  haye 
won  for  him  the  saubriqud  of  "  Old  Mortality.*'  I  hare  intro- 
duced him  lierc  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  for  his  r^^larity 
in  bringing  mo  the  Merchants'  Magazine,  and  for  his  kindness  in 
oni/  charging  me  one  doUar  and  twrnUy-five  amU  for  each  number  I 
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As  your  researches  and  correspondence  penetrate  into  eTery 
shipping  port,  gathering  statistical  information  in  European, 
Asiatic,  and  African  countries,  as  well  as  in  the  two  Americas, 
and  the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  yoa  may  not  consider  it  out  of  place 
to  devote  a  few  pages  of  your  Magazine  to  a  retrospective  view 
of  this  New  Holland  of  years  ago,  or  the  Australia  of  onr  time. 

The  prolific  lands  of  this  beantifid  agricnltoral  country  were 
wrapt  in  the  repose  of  plenty  when  the  scientific  Hargreaves,  in 
April  of  1851,  foond  a  single  Bptck  of  sparkling  dnst^  which 
proved  to  be  the  sentinel  of  illimitable  gold  fields !  The  won- 
derful news  spread  like  wildfire  thronghoat  the  colonies,  depop- 
ulating the  townships,  and  changing  with  the  force  of  magic  the 
wild  uncultivated  abodes  of  the  savages,  of  the  emu,  and  the 
kangaroo,  into  a  whirling  scene  of  active  life ;  and  from  the 
doud  of  canvas,  and  rattling  of  picks  and  mining  utensils  along 
the  ravines,  resembling  some  gigantic  encampment  of  topograph- 
ical engineers  I 

The  magnetic  influence  of  the  "  monster  nugget "  soon  passed 
the  borders  of  this  island,  till  it  was  felt  in  distant  lands,  and 
the  tide  of  immigration  has  not  yet  commenced  its  ebb,  nor  will 
it  so  long  as  Eureka  veins  are  daily  touched  I  and  a  large  ex- 
panse of  agricultural  lands  are  thrown  open  to  the  gaze  of  the 
discontented  thousands  of  the  old  world,  whose  unhappy  condi- 
tion is  aggravated  by  the  horrors  of  European  wars  I 

The  present  population  of  Victoria  may  be  estimated  at  300,- 
000  souls ;  South  Australia  at  80,000  ;  New  South  Wales, 
230,000  ;  Van  Piemen's  Land,  70,000  ;  and  New  Zealand,  15,- 
000  ;  say  in  all  the  British  colonies  of  the  South-eastern  Hem- 
isphere, 100,000  whites  ;  but  as  we  are  dealing  more  particular- 
ly with  this  colony,  by  running  our  eye  along  its  history  we  find 
that  in  1836,  (at  the  formation  of  the  customa^^  thfix^  ^^s^V»&» 
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CQuaacE  ATO  MJBBammm  iiifii 


Mtidii  of  Om  G<iid  Tm' 

Vietorui^-^>ifonMreMl 

IiDportt  Mid  Ei{Kirtt«-Vloar 

UoiiM  Aftd  KTchitig»    PoiUl  CommniiratioiM    Dirtanei  of  RoiiU% 

McLsouBVB,  AcnrnAUA,  SepUmbcr  15th,  1854^ 
KftWMAV  Hun,  JEUUor  ^  the  MerckamU  jr«y«tiM:— 

Djcab  Bib  : — Notwithstanding  oor  antipodean  position,  shot 
out  as  we  are  from  the  civilized  world  by  irregolar  mails,  your 
highly  f  alued  Joomal,  contaiuing  its  nsnal  monUily  history  of 
the  (M)mmercial  world,  has  at  last  touched  oor  shores,  and  noth- 
ing, 1  oiMure  you,  in  that  line  is  hailed  with  more  pleasare  by 
our  (!Ouiitrjmeu,  engaged  in  mercantile  pnrsnits,  who  for  the  last 
fifUtcii  yourH  have  read  its  pages  and  appreciated  its  worth. 
With  othcm,  I  am  indebted  to  an  old  gentleman  of  extraordin- 
ary proportioiiM,  whose  Dominie  Sampson  labors  in  the  schods 
of  Now  York  have  been  transferred  to  the  wider  field  of  intro- 
(luring  Amoriran  literature  into  this  country,  and  whoae  intin- 
tTiint  wundorings  from  counting-house  to  counting-house  have 
won  for  him  tlie  sttuhriqutt  of  "  Old  Mortality."  I  have  intro- 
duood  him  liort^  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  for  his  regularity 
in  bringing  mo  the  Mtrchanis'  Magazine^  and  for  his  kindness  in 
ou/jr  charging  mo  one  doUar  aiul  iMmi^fim  cmU  for  eadi  nambsr  I 
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As  your  researches  and  correspondence  penetrate  into  eTery 
shipping  port,  gathering  statistical  information  in  Earopean, 
Asiatic,  and  African  countries,  as  well  as  in  the  two  Americas, 
and  the  islands  of  the  Pacific,  yoa  maj  not  consider  it  oat  of  place 
to  devote  a  few  pages  of  joar  Magazine  to  a  retrospecti?e  view 
of  this  New  Holland  of  years  ago,  or  the  Australia  of  our  time. 

The  prolific  lands  of  this  beantifii)  agricoltnral  country  were 
wrapt  in  the  repose  of  plenty  when  the  scientific  Hargreaves,  in 
April  of  1851,  found  a  single  Bptck  of  sparkling  dust^  which 
proved  to  be  the  sentinel  of  illimitable  gold  fields !  The  won- 
derful news  spread  like  wildfire  throughoat  the  colonies,  depop- 
ulating the  townships,  and  changing  with  the  force  of  magic  the 
wild  uncultivated  abodes  of  tiie  savages,  of  the  emu,  and  the 
kangaroo,  into  a  whirling  scene  of  active  life ;  and  from  the 
doud  of  canvas,  and  rattling  of  picks  and  mining  utensils  along 
the  ravines,  resembling  some  gigantic  encampment  of  topograph- 
ical engineers  I 

The  magnetic  influence  (A  the  "  monster  nugget "  soon  passed 
the  borders  of  this  island,  till  it  was  felt  in  distant  lands,  and 
the  tide  of  immigration  has  not  yet  commenced  its  ebb,  nor  will 
it  so  long  as  Eureka  veins  are  daily  touched  I  and  a  large  ex- 
panse of  agricultural  lands  are  thrown  open  to  the  gaze  of  the 
discontented  thousands  of  the  old  world,  whose  unhappy  condi- 
tion is  aggravated  by  the  horrors  of  European  wars  I 

The  present  population  of  Victoria  may  be  estimated  at  300,- 
000  souls ;  South  Australia  at  80,000  ;  New  South  Wales, 
230,000  ;  Van  Piemen's  Land,  70,000  ;  and  New  Zealand,  15,- 
000  ;  say  in  all  the  British  colonies  of  the  South-eastern  Hem- 
isphere, 100,000  whites  ;  but  as  we  are  dealing  more  particular- 
ly with  this  colony,  by  running  our  eye  along  its  history  we  find 
that  in  1836,  (at  the  formation  of  the  customs,)  then  m^s^lMl 
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1,200,  showing  a  grarloal  increase  ontO  1850,  wbeo  it  wma  tO,- 
000--at  the  end  of  1851,  after  the  discorery  of  the  gold  iddi, 
it  had  reached  82,000,  the  increase  beiog  prioeiiMlly  bj  anrifali 
from  the  neigh>>oring  colonies. 

On  the  3l8t  December,  1852,  Westgarth  estimated  the  pop- 
ulation at  200,000,  since  which  there  has  been  a  steady  increase 
bj  emigration,  etc.,  till  we  arriTe  at  the  estimate  for  the  present 
time. 

This  popaliitioQ  has  not  been  idle  as  jon  maj  see  bj  the  as- 
touiMhiug  production  of  our  gold  fields^  which  maj  be  aocoratelj 
stated  as  follows : 

▼lOTOBIA  eouA. 

OoBOM.    At.  prlM.    £. 
From  U>wardf  the  end  of  September,  1851, 

to  Hint  I><*cembcr,  1852 4,806,188    lit,  17,741,6S4 

From  Dooember,  1852,  to  December, 

IKAH 8,090,842    11      11,897,816 

From  December,  1858,  to  September, 

1854,* 1,180,519     80       4,622,078 

8,829,049  84,161,416 

Showing  the  enormous  sum  of  iS34,161,416,  or  at  the  par  of 
ox<:haiigc  is.  2<L  to  the  dollar,  $163,974,797,  and  weighing 
328 i  tons,  which  is  more  than  sufficient  to  load  any  clipper 
Kchooncr  afloat,  and  which  the  insurance  offices  of  the  world 
couM  not  cover  in  one  bottom  ;  and  these  wonderful  results  have 
boon  accomplished  within  the  short  period  of  a  presidential  term, 
and  all  extracted  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  bj  the  hand  of 
man,  machinery  not  having  as  yet  been  introduced  to  any  ex- 
tent, 

•  ThI .  iTturn  comprine^  only  what  In  bronglit  in  by  eiieort,  m  the  total  prodne- 

tion  cannot  be  aHcerlained  until  the  end  of  the  year,  when  8to<A  is  taken  of  aU  goU 

in  the  hands  of  the  bankn,  kc.,  and  when  the  quantity  brought  in  by  priTato 

1(9  Mtimated. 
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The  arriyals  by  sea  over  departures  for  the  first  eight  months 
of  the  present  year  are  39,861,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  1,000 
per  week,  and  from  our  last  adduces  from  England  emigration  is 
setting  in  more  extensiyely  than  ever. 

If  the  past  shows  such  astonishing  statements  what  maj  we 
expect  in  the  future  1  when  the  whole  country  from  the  Gram- 
pians to  the  westward  of  Melbourne,  to  Lake  Omeo,  far  away 
to  the  eastward,  (better  seen  by  a  map  which  I  had  prepared,) 
is  entirely  auriferous.  The  following  official  return  giving  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  the  fourteen  active  gold  fields,  may 
also  pro?e  interesting : — 

Name  of  gold  field.         lAt.      hotkg.  Nftme  of  gold  field.      Lat.         Lon. 

Mr.  WiUuunfl,  in  the    '  Andenon's  Creek,  Zl"*  40'  146''  10* 

Grampians,     .    .  87 <>  15' US'"  85'    Plenty  Ranges,      87  85  146  10 
Avoea,  in  the  Pyr-  Mount  Alexander,  87         144  20 

enees 87         148  10 

Maryborough,  in  the 

Simeon's  Ranges  .  87    6  148  40 
Tarrengower,  in  the 

Bryant's  Ranges  .87    6  144 
Ballan 87  88  144  16 

These  diggings  extend  from  longitude  142'  35'  to  UV  30', 
and  from  latitude  36**  20'  to  37*  40',  over  districts  comprehend- 
ing upwards  of  30,000  square  mOes,  or  more  than  half  the  area 
of  the  colony. 

The  receipts  from  the  seyeral  mines  continue  on  the  same  ex- 
tensive scale  as  in  their  palmiest  days.  We  certainly  do  not 
hear  of  such  enormous  indiTidual  success,  but  the  returns  are 
more  regular  and  can  be  now  very  nearly  reckoned  at  a  certain 
quantity  by  each  weekly  escort;  and  although  some  two  or 
three  of  the  original  spots  have  not  lately  k^t  up  their  stand- 
ards, other  fields  have  been  q)ened  which  promise  as  rich  re- 
suits  as  those  whidi,  by  their  wonderful  productions,  enticed  so 
many  to  these  shores. 


Balaarat,   .' 

.    .  87 

SUM 

86 

148  68 

Molvor,      . 

.    .  87 

145 

Ooolbonm 

.  87 

6 

146  50 

Ovens,  .    .    . 

.  86 

80 

146  40 

Omeo,   .    .    . 

.  86 

65 

147  80 
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The  nnmber  of  oonces  brought  in  last  year  bj  priTate  band 
amoanted  to  nearly  460,000,  and  as  traTeling  is  beccHning  more 
secure  every  day,  in  cousequeoce  of  the  increased  trafBc^  and  so 
many  of  the  bands  of  Bushrangers  being  broken  np,  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  present  year  will  show  a  still  more  extensiTe 
quantity  brought  in  this  way.    On  this  subject  the  Argui  says : — 

"  Of  late  the  Melbourne  banking  companies  have  employed 
agents  at  the  various  gold  fields  to  purchase  gold  dost  direct 
from  the  diggers,  and  they  do  not  send  their  gold  r^^nlarly 
every  week  to  town,  so  that  the  escorts  are  less  than  even  an 
accurate  criterion  of  the  diggers'  success.  A  very  large  qoan- 
tity  is  always  brought  down  by  private  hand.  Even  the  ship- 
ments are  not  now  a  criterion  of  produce,  as  the  banks  do  not 
regularly  ship  all  their  gold  dust." 

The  present  price  is  £i,  Os,  M.  per  ounce ;  even  a  shilling 
higher  than  this  has  been  paid  for  the  produce  of  the  Balaarat 
imnes,  which  is  the  finest  and  purest  ever  found,  being  worth 
3«.  per  ounce  more  than  the  produce  of  the  New  South  Wales 
mines. 

The  escort  fee  is  M.  per  ounce  from  all  the  diggings  except 
from  the  Ovens,  (the  farthest  from  Melbourne,  on  the  northern- 
most limits  of  the  province,)  when  it  is  Is,  per  ounce. 

There  is  no  mint  yet  in  operation,  althongh  one  is  to  be  short- 
ly established  at  Sydney. 

Russia  produces  i^,000,000  from  the  Ural  Monntains ;  Cal- 
ifornia, I  believe,  has  reached  <£1 1,000,000,  and  the  arerage 
yearly  produce  of  Victoria  I  may  state  at  <£1 2,000,000. 

The  present  high  price  of  gold  has  been  brought  abont  by 
what  I  considered  injudicious  management  on  the  part  of  the 
banks,  most  of  which  have  branches  on  the  several  diggings, 
and  purchase  the  gold  direct  from  the  diggers,  and  by  competing 


with  each  other  have  raised  the  price  to  the  eotire  exclusion  of 
every  other  purchaser,  and  prevented  the  merchant  nsing  the 
article  as  a  legitimate  source  of  profit  on  its  shipment. 

The  extraordinary  imports  of  last  year  and  a  portion  of  this, 
having  gradually  gone  into  consumption,  or  changed  hands  at 
ruinous  prices,  large  sums  were  to  be  remitted,  and  the  banks, 
taking  advantage  of  the  brisk  demand  for  bills,  raised  the  rate  of 
exchange  since  May,  1853,  from  1  per  cent  discount  to  (within 
lately)  3  per  cent  premium,  which  the  increased  premium  of  in- 
surance, in  consequence  of  the  war,  has  raised  to  5  per  cent,  at 
which  rate  it  now  rules  ;  and  as  gold  keeps  pace  with  exchange, 
it  has  caused  the  former  to  rise  in  price  in  the  same  ratio  ;  but 
this  cannot  last.  From  present  appearances  our  exports  will 
soon  exceed  the  imports,  and  then  we  shall  see  the  tables  turned, 
and  it  would  not  be  surprising  to  see  exchange  at  a  discount 
within  nine  months,  for  the  moment  the  banks  are  out  of  the 
market  as  purchasers  of  gold,  the  price  drops,  and  down  comes 
exchange. 

In  December,  1852,  the  banks  purchased  bills  on  London  at 
9  a  10  per  cent  discount,  and  issued  their  drafts  at  7^  per  cent 
discount.  It  will  thus  be  seen  how  exchange  has  fluctuated  in 
this  colony  within  a  few  months. 

I  consider  the  bills  of  the  jointnstock  banks  here  on  the  parent 
establishments  in  London  as  good  paper  as  the  banking  world 
can  produce,  consequently  shippers  need  not  advise  their  con- 
signees to  guaranty  such  bills  of  exchange. 

No  country  possesses  greater  banking  facilities  than  this,  as 
the  following  table  will  show.  Where  no  interest  is  allowed 
on  deposits,  which  have  acted  in  part  as  capital,  it  will  be  read- 
ily seen  that  well  managed  stock  of  this  kind  must  prove  a  profit- 
able mvestment  to  the  sharehddfica ; — 
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OFIBBBAVSUrO 

ivnm  SOiH,  1864. 


UABUJTin. 

Deposits 

Notes  in  eircolfttioa  . 
Bills  in  eircuUtion  . 
Balances  due  to  other 

banks  

Reserved  fond,  profit 

and  loss  account   . 

Total    .... 


£6,042,354 

2,292,570 

50,524 

1,287,566 

66,228 

£9,789,287 


Coin 

BoUion 

Landed  property  .    . 

Notes  and  bills  of  other 
banks 

Balances  due  from 
other  banks   .    .    . 

Notes  and  bills  dis- 
counted,   and    all 
other  debts  due  to 
the  banks    .        .    . 

GoTemment  securities 


£2,962,155 

594,784 

90,275 

801,054 

868,146 


6,222,096 
819,246 

Total     ....  11,257,706 

Capital  paid  in £8,159,550 

Amount  of  dividend 296,629 

Amount  of  reserved  profits  after  declaring  dividend      .    .  523,479 

The  great  facilities  for  obtaiiiiDg  discoants  ha?e  broaght 
about  a  most  ansettled  state  of  affairs^  and  the  Insolyeot  Coart 
is  the  daily  scene  of  aggravated  cases  of  chicanery  and  fraud. 

Fire  handred  thousand  pounds  will  cover  the  entire  extent 
of  the  failures  of  the  last  twelve  months,  a  g^reater  portion  of 
which  have  recently  occurred,  but  the  next  will  show  a  wide 
table.  By  this  thinning  out  of  irresponsible  parties,  who,  not 
being  able  to  bear  prosperity,  recklessly  extended  their  liabilir 
ties,  and  branched  out  into  extravagances  of  living,  we  look 
forward  to  a  much  sounder  state  of  finance. 

The  exports  of  wool,  tallow,  and  hides  are  also  very  consid- 
erable and  somewhat  affect  exchange,  but  only  to  a  limited 
extent.  Some  30,000  to  40,000  barrels  of  sour  flonr  have 
been  re  shipped  of  late  to  England,  as  well  as  some  East  Indian 
produce. 

A  small  cargo  of  wet  salted  hides  has  been  shipped  to  Balti- 
more per  **  JnlieV^  bxit  no  ^ocWAa  ^^\  ^b^ia  forward.    This 
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export  to  the  United  States  is  a  new  feature  in  the  trade  of 
this  place. 

Abont  the  early  part  of  1853,  the  high  price  realized  on 
Kaori  gam,  which  foond  its  way  to  England  and  America  in 
small  lots,  where  it  was  used  for  yamishing  purposes,  caused 
seyeral  secret  orders  to  be  sent  oat  to  New  Zealand,  (where  it 
is  only  fonnd,)  and  aboat  300  tons  have  been  shipped  to  the 
States  ;  considerable  lots  have  also  gone  to  England.  It  is 
very  difficult  and  tedious  to  procure,  and  although  there  is  plenty 
of  it,  yet  it  can  only  be  obtained  through  the  agency  of  the 
natives,  who  alone  have  had  the  gathering  of  it.  I  believe  it 
has  now  fallen  in  price,  and  leaves  now  but  a  very  small  profit. 

You,  sir,  who  often  chronicle  the  result  of  overtrading  and 
ill-judged  speculation,  will  readily  understand  the  position  of 
this  country  since  the  discovery  of  gold  to  the  present  time. 
Leaving  the  United  States  in  February  of  last  year  without 
any  definite  knowledge  of  the  internal  resources  or  the  business 
facilities  of  this  country,  and  arriving  in  Hobson's  Bay  towards 
the  latter  part  of  May  in  midwinter,  a  time  when  trade  is  as 
stagnant  at  that  season  as  in  Russia,  I  was  astonished  to  see  on 
every  side  of  us  several  hundred  ships  deeply  laden  with  goods, 
and  few  discharging.  Within  ten  days  some  six  or  seven  large 
vessels  with  valuable  cargoes  from  American  and  East  Indian 
ports  arrived  to  our  consignment,  all  clamoring  to  be  discharge, 
and  most  other  houses  were  in  the  same  predicament.  In  town, 
the  streets  were  crowded  with  hundreds  of  "  office-seekers,"  but 
the  demand  was  so  much  in  excess  of  the  supply,  it  was  difficult 
to  obtain  even  a  shelter. 

Lighterage  and  storage  went  up  a  hundred  per  cent,  and  every- 
thing available  for  the  purpose  was  put  in  requisition.  From 
30f.  to  505.  was  paid  for  the  former  {iN>iiiH.o\MOi!2%'^%.l  Xi^k'^L^- 
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bourne  Wharf,  and  storage  room,  eren  in  jaidi  and  tenta^  eodd 
not  be  had  onder  Ss.  to  is,  per  ton  per  wedk.  In  anticipation 
of  famine  prices,  every  small  trader  had  filled  his  atoie  bj  the 
Ist  May,  before  ike  American  skips  hegam  to  mrrivt.  Imagine, 
then,  the  effect  of  haying  cargo  alter  cargo  of  AoMrican  Dotaons 
poared  opon  snch  a  market  A  hundred  aafl  in  foor  monthi^ 
time  I  Floor  was  sold  by  some  at  lOf.  per  barrd  for  ahipment 
to  England,  while  others  would  not  sdl  and  held,  aocnmnlating 
charges,  but  meeting  with  no  commensurate  adfanee. 

We  wrote  at  once  to  stop  shipments,  but  before  the  long 
joaroey  could  be  reached  by  our  irr^^ular  mails,  more  ships  were 
diApatched,  ere  the  first  results  w»e  heard  from,  and  after 
advices  went  home  saying  "  leave  us  alone  for  foor  months,  and 
look  at  the  exports  before  you  commence  again,**  ship  after  ship 
continued  to  be  dispatched  from  the  United  States,  and  the 
consequence  has  been  in  many  instanoes  minoos  to  the  pioneers 
of  the  trade. 

Our  population  of  less  than  300,000  oonld  not  consume  im- 
ports of  some  articles  sufficient  for  2,000,000,  and  as  no  large 
fires  swept  off  the  accumulating  stocks,  as  in  the  early  history 
of  San  Francisco,  and  the  surrounding  colonies  having  more 
than  they  required  direct,  needed  nothing  firom  this  quarter. 
We  were  placed  in  the  position  of  a  community  of  settlers 
where  there  were  no  buyers  at  hand.  This  has  lasted  almost 
to  the  present  time. 

As  merchants  often  require  something  more  substantial  than 
a  simple  statement,  you  must  permit  me  to  endone  my  assertions 
by  a  glance  at  a  few  figures,  compiled  from  a  list  which  I  have 
carefully  kept  since  my  arrival  in  the  colony,  giving  the  name  of 
every  American  sliip  that  has  anchored  in  Hobson's  Bay  since 
/anoary  of  1858  to  tbe  Val  ^\«sSQ«t,  \^M  tr— 
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•UMXABT  or  AMXUOAN  SHIPPINO    FROM  JAITUAST,    1858,  TO  SKPTKlffBEB, 

1864,  8HOW1HO  HOW  MUCH  FAITH  OUS  OOUNTBTHKV  HAD  Df  THE 

MABKR  OF  THIS  OOUNTBT. 

At.  pasMgtt. 
TonR.    Dajs. 

417     127 

662    124 


F^om  New  Torh~^ 


ky.  pasMtge. 
Tons.    Dajrs. 


Shipe  .  , 
Barks  .  , 
Brigs  .  , 
Schooners 


From  Bo$t<m— 
Ships    .    . 
Barks  .    . 


62  80,828 

22  8,687 

2  885 

7  1,468 

88  41,216 


121 
118 
140 
120 


26 
29 


14,917 
10,072 


112 
118 


Brigs     .    . 
Schooners . 


2 
6 


61      25,968 
Other  Amtriemi  port* — 
Ships    ...   12        6,120    127 
Barks    ...  12        8,884      94 
Brigs    ...     4  764 

Schooners .     .     1  181 


90 
91 


29      10,449 
Total,  178  yessels  of  the  aggregate  tonnage  of  77,638. 

Most  of  which  ancaored  in  Hobson's  Bay  daring  the  first 
twelve  months,  very  few  having  arrived  latterly.  This  immense 
fleet  came  deeply  laden  witli  floor,  provisions,  lumber,  and  gen- 
eral cargo,  the  losses  on  whicii  will  only  be  surpassed  by  the 
amount  sunk  in  California. 

In  the  above  table  you  only  see  the  American  shipping,  but 
when  you  add  in  connection  the  combined  imports  from  other 
nations,  you  will  more  readily  understand  what  the  future  histo- 
rian of  Australia  will  term  the  *' reckless  speculation  of  1853- 
54."  This  statement  it  has  cost  much  labor  to  obtain,  but 
being  from  official  sources,  may  be  relied  upon,  and,  as  with 
other  tables,  covers  the  whole  ground  from  year  to  year  since 
the  discovery  of  the  gold  fields. 
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18M. 
£. 


Great  Britain      ....  687,868  1,660,629  7,859,888  5,208,970 

United  SUtes      ....  784  69,711  1,719,666  681,219 
France  and  other  European 

countries 2,101  88,461  412,826  886,597 

East  India  and  China  .    .  49,746  166,640  1,451,427  667,471 

All  other  foreign  ports    .  87,988  61,740  287.482  220.976 

Colonial 167,896  1,62^,^00  V^V^.^lV  \,V^y^^ 

Totml 876,82S  «,604,%n\    Wfm.Ma    %.^»««^ 


CHAPTER  XXY. 

GOIQCEBCE  AND  SESOUBCIS  OF  A118BUIIA. 

Jntrodaotory  Remarks— Popalmtioii  of  Anttralift— Prodnetioii  Mid  Lo- 
cation of  the  Gold  Fielas— Prieo  of  Gold— Bunking  Compaoiet  in 
Vietoriar— Commeroial  Affain-— Smnmary  of  Ameriean  Shippings 
Import!  and  Ezporta— Flonr  Trade — ^Inaoranoe-^Railroadli — CiMtom 
House  and  Exchange — ^Postal  Gommonieationt— Diatanoea  of  Boatea, 
etc 

McLsoumNB,  AusTEAUA,  September  85th,  186^ 
FinacAK  HuHT,  JEUUor  itf  ikt  MerekanUf  Maganne: — 

Dear  Sir  : — Notwithstanding  our  antipodean  position,  shut 
out  as  we  are  from  the  civilized  world  by  Irr^pilar  mails,  yoor 
highly  valued  journal,  containing  its  usual  monthly  history  of 
the  commercial  world,  has  at  lost  touched  our  shores,  and  noth- 
ing, I  assure  you,  in  that  line  is  hailed  with  more  pleasure  by 
our  countrymen,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  who  for  the  last 
fifteen  years  have  read  its  pages  and  appreciated  its  worth. 
With  others,  I  am  indebted  to  an  old  gentleman  of  extraordin- 
ary proportions,  whose  Dominie  Sampson  labors  in  the  schools 
of  New  York  have  been  transferred  to  the  wider  field  of  intro- 
ducing American  literature  into  this  country,  and  whose  intin- 
erant  wanderings  from  counting-house  to  counting-house  have 
won  for  him  the  soubriquet  of  "  Old  Mortality.**  I  have  intro- 
duced him  here  to  acknowledge  my  obligations  for  his  regularity 
in  bringing  me  the  Merchants  Magazine,  and  for  his  kindness  in 
ooiy  charging  me  one  dollar  amd  tweiUf-five  cmU  for  each  number  I 
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Qoods  of  first  qaalitj  only  should  come  oat.  Take  floor,  for 
instance — Haxall  &  Gallego  have  a  repataUon  here  which  no 
other  millers  can  establish.  This  floar,  with  only  one  or  two 
exceptions,  has  come  oat  soand,  and  should  have  the  preference. 
Several  cargoes  of  Chilian  have  been  received  from  Valparaiso, 
but  the  bakers  and  others  prefer  our  barrel  flour  when  they  can 
be  obtained.  A  cargo  or  two  of  wheat  has  also  arrived  from 
the  western  coast  of  South  America,  but  in  a  musty  and  weevily 
condition,  and  was  unfit  for  anything  else  but  feeding  pigs  and 
poultry.  Haxall  &  Gkll^o  flour  has  lately  been  sold  at  65«. 
a  705.  per  bbl. 

This  market  will  always  be  worth  the  attention  of  flour  ship-  A 
pers.     At  a  moderate  cost  and  fair  freight,  small  cargoes,  if 
arriving  in  good  condition,  I  think  will  be  a  safe  investment. 

There  can  be  no  danger  of  loss,  when  Haxall  &  Gallego  can 
be  laid  down  here  at  50j.,  until  the  Australians  show  more  at- 
tention to  agriculture  than  they  have  since  the  discovery  of  the 
gold  fields.  California  says  she  shall  now  commence  exporting 
breadstnfifs,  the  production  of  her  own  soil ;  but  so  long  as 
100  lb.  nuggets  are  taken  out  of  the  Balaarat,  some  time  must 
elapse  before  we  can  follow  her  example. 

The  extent  of  our  wants  may  be  better  seen  by  an  import 
and  export  table.  The  increased  consumption  shown  by  the 
relative  comparisons  for  the  last  four  years  since  the  time  to 
which  this  return  is  made  up,  comparatively  little  has  arrived  ; 
but  much  will  be  wanted.  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  state  the 
annual  quantity  required  from  abroad,  as  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  obtain  the  actual  production  of  this  soil 
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1,200,  showing  a  gradaal  increase  ontil  1850,  when  it  was  10,- 
000 — at  the  end  of  1851,  after  the  discoYery  of  the  gold  fields, 
it  had  reached  82,000,  the  increase  being  prindpally  bj  arrlTals 
from  the  neighboring  colonies. 

On  the  Slst  December,  1852,  Westgarth  estimated  the  pop* 
Illation  at  200,000,  since  which  there  has  been  a  steady  increase 
by  emigration,  etc.,  till  we  arrive  at  the  estimate  for  the  present 
time. 

This  population  has  not  been  idle  as  yon  may  see  by  the  as- 
tonishing prodnction  of  onr  gold  fields^  which  may  be  aocnrately 
stated  as  follows : 

▼ICTOBIA  OOLO. 

OoBOM.    At.  pclMb    £. 
From  towards  the  end  of  September,  1851, 

to  Slst  December,  1852 4,006,188    119,  Il,l41fi%4 

From  December,  1852,  to  December, 

1853 8,090,842    11     11,897,816 

From  December,  1858,  to  September, 

1854,» 1,180,519     80       4,522,078 

8,829,049  84,161,416 

Showing  the  enormous  sum  of  £34,161,416,  or  at  the  par  of 
exchange  4j.  2d.  to  the  dollar,  $163,974,797,  and  weighing 
328  i  tons,  which  is  more  than  sufficient  to  load  any  clipper 
schooner  afloat,  and  which  the  insurance  offices  of  the  world 
could  not  cover  in  one  bottom  ;  and  these  wonderful  results  have 
been  accomplished  within  the  short  period  of  a  presidential  term, 
and  all  extracted  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  by  the  hand  of 
man,  machinery  not  having  as  yet  been  introduced  to  any  ex- 
tent. 

•  Thf;.  return  eompriws  only  what  li  brongbt  in  by  wcort,  m  the  total  prodnc- 
tion cannot  be  aacerlained  until  the  end  of  the  year,  when  sto^  U  taken  of  all  gold 
Jo  the  hands  of  the  bankg,  kc.,  and  when  the  quantity  brought  in  by  prirate  handa 
h  e«tiiaAted. 
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can  ships  Columbia,  West  Wind,  and  Jnlia,  and  the  English 
ship  Protector,  by  matinons  sailors,  or  by  "barratry,'*  some 
time  since,  add  moch  to  the  fire  risk.  Bnt  what  surprises  me 
most  is  the  comparatively  small  number  of  lighters  that  have 
gone  down,  when  during  the  high  rates  of  last  year  such  crazy- 
looking  crafts  were  employed.  When  goods  are  assured  to  the 
wharf  insurance  offices,  they  should  have  an  eye  to  the  lighters, 
as  well  as  exercise  much  care  in  the  survey  of  the  ships. 

I  hope  the  ship-owner  who  peruses  this  will  not  consider  it  in 
the  light  of  "  my  services  are  at  his  disposal,^  when  I  assure 
him  that  where  dispatch  in  effectiog  sales,  or  in  getting  away 
a  ship,  is  concerned,  that  it  is  most  important  for  him  to  have 
a  consignee ;  for  this  is  a  credit  country,  and  captains  would 
hardly  care  to  guarantee  Melbourne  paper,  especially  just  at 
this  particular  time. 

As  many  ships  belonging  to  the  merchant  fleet  of  last  year 
lost  their  crews  by  desertion,  the  country  is  well  supplied  with 
sailors  ;  and  as  their  roving  disposition  unfits  them  for  a  digger's 
life,  after  a  short  experience  at  the  gold  fields  they  are  glad  to 
ship  again.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  ship-owners  to  en- 
gage their  crews  for  the  run  out,  with  the  understanding  they 
should  be  paid  off  when  they  have  discharged  the  cargo  ;  for 
when  shipped  for  the  voyage  out  and  home,  or  by  the  month, 
the  restraint  on  board  leads  them  to  desert,  when  otherwise  they 
would  most  likely  remain  ;  and  in  several  cases  when  sailors 
have  been  detained  against  their  will,  the  ships  have  been  set  on 
fire — a  most  serious  objection  to  the  forcing  system. 

The  canal  to  connect  Melbourne  with  Hobson's  Bay  is  only 
a  vision  of  the  Provisional  Directors ;  ten  years  hence,  with 
prolific  gold  fields,  the  project  might  be  accomplished,  were  it 
not  for  the  almost  certainty,  with  the  preiseiit  %'zX/^t»l^^  >3sa!»r 
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ABSTIAOT  OF  THK  AYERAOB  LIABILITIES  AND  AWETB  OF  THB  BAXKOTO  OOMPAHDHI 
IN  TICTORIA,  FOB  TUK  QUABTKB  KMDIHO  iVKE  SOlH,  18M. 


LLABiunia. 


Deposits 

£6,042,864 

Kotes  in  ciroulAtion  . 

2,292,570 

Bills  in  circulation    . 

60,624 

Balances  due  to  other 

banks  

1,287,666 

Reserved  fund,  profit 

and  loss  account   . 

66,228 

Total    .... 

£9,789,287 

Coin 

Bullion 

Landed  property  .    . 

Notes  and  bula  of  other 
banks    

Balances  due  from 
other  banks    .     .    . 

Notes  and  bills  dis- 
counted,   and    all 
other  debts  due  to 
the  banks    .        .    . 

Government  sacuriiies 


£2,962,155 

694,784 

90,275 

801,054 

868,146 


6,222,096 
819,246 

Total     ....  11,267,706 

Capital  paid  in £8,169,650 

Amount  of  dividend 296,629 

Amount  of  reserved  profits  after  declaring  dividend      .    .  528,479 

The  great  facilities  for  obtaiaiog  discounts  have  broaght 
aboat  a  most  unsettled  state  of  affairs^  and  the  Insolvent  Court 
is  the  daily  scene  of  aggravated  cases  of  chicanery  and  fraud. 

Five  hundred  thousand  pounds  will  cover  the  entire  extent 
of  the  failures  of  the  last  twelve  months,  a  greater  portion  of 
which  have  recently  occurred,  but  the  next  will  show  a  wide 
table.  By  this  thinning  out  of  irresponsible  parties,  who,  not 
being  able  to  bear  prosperity,  recklessly  extended  their  liabili- 
ties, and  branched  out  into  extravagances  of  living,  we  look 
forward  to  a  much  sounder  state  of  finance. 

The  exports  of  wool,  tallow,  and  hides  are  also  very  consid- 
erable and  somewhat  affect  exchange,  but  only  to  a  limited 
extent.  Some  30,000  to  40,000  barrels  of  sour  flour  have 
been  re  shipped  of  late  to  England,  as  well  as  some  East  Indian 
produce. 

A  small  cargo  of  wet  salted  hides  has  been  shipped  to  Balti- 
more per  "  JuUet/^  but  no  'vqk^^ae  i^Vi  ^^os^  isvr««rd.    This 
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export  to  the  United  States  is  a  new  feature  in  the  trade  of 
this  place. 

Aboat  the  early  part  of  1853,  the  high  price  realized  on 
Kaon  gnm,  which  found  its  way  to  England  and  America  in 
small  lots,  where  it  was  nsed  for  yamishing  purposes,  caused 
seyeral  secret  orders  to  be  sent  out  to  New  Zealand,  (where  it 
is  only  found,)  and  about  300  tons  haye  been  shipped  to  the 
States  ;  considerable  lots  have  also  gone  to  England.  It  is 
very  difficult  and  tedious  to  procure,  and  although  there  is  plenty 
of  it,  yet  it  can  only  be  obtained  through  the  agency  of  the 
natives,  who  alone  have  had  the  gathering  of  it.  I  believe  it 
has  now  fallen  in  price,  and  leaves  now  but  a  very  small  profit. 

You,  sir,  who  often  chronicle  the  result  of  overtrading  and 
ill-judged  speculation,  will  readily  understand  the  position  of 
this  country  since  the  discovery  of  gold  to  the  present  time. 
Leaving  the  United  States  in  February  of  last  year  without 
any  definite  knowledge  of  the  internal  resources  or  the  business 
facilities  of  this  country,  and  arriving  in  Hobson's  Bay  towards 
the  latter  part  of  May  in  midwinter,  a  time  when  trade  is  as 
stagnant  at  that  season  as  in  Russia,  I  was  astonished  to  see  on 
every  side  of  us  several  hundred  ships  deeply  laden  with  goods, 
and  few  dischargmg.  Within  ten  days  some  six  or  seven  large 
vessels  with  valuable  cargoes  from  American  and  East  Indian 
ports  arrived  to  our  consignment,  all  clamoring  to  be  discharged, 
and  most  other  houses  were  in  the  same  predicament.  In  town, 
the  streets  vrere  crowded  with  hundreds  of  "  office-seekers,''  but 
the  demand  was  80  much  in  excess  of  the  supply,  it  was  difficult 
to  obtain  even  a  shelter. 

Lighterage  and  storage  went  up  a  hundred  per  cent,  and  every- 
thing available  for  the  purpose  was  put  in  requisition.  From 
30j.  to  505.  was  paid  for  the  former  from  HobnoiQ^^  B«.^  \a  M.^- 
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ABSTIAOT  OF  TBI  ATERAOK  LIABILITIKS  AND  AWETB  OF  THB  BAXKOTO  OOMPAVOI 
IN  TlCrORIA,  FOB  TUK  QUABTEE  KNDlllO  iVKE  8OIH,  18M. 


LiABiuras. 

Deposits 

Kot€8  in  ciroulntion  . 
Bills  in  circulation  . 
Balances  due  to  other 

banks  

Reserved  fund,  profit 

and  loss  account   . 


£6,042,354 

2,292,570 

60,524 

1,287,566 

66,228 


Total     ....    £9,789,287 


Coin 

Bullion 

lAuded  property  .    . 

Notes  and  buU  of  other 
banks    

Balances  due  from 
other  banks    .     .    . 

Notes  and  bills  dis- 
counted,   and    all 
other  debts  dae  to 
the  banks    .        .    . 

Government  saenriiies 


£2,962,165 

694,784 

90,276 

801,064 

868,146 


6,222,096 
819,246 

Total     ....     11,257,706 

Capital  paid  in £8,159,550 

Amount  of  dividend 296,629 

Amount  of  reserved  profits  after  declaring  dividend      .    .  628,479 

The  great  facilities  for  obtaiaing  discoants  have  broaght 
aboat  a  most  unsettled  state  of  affairs^  and  the  Insolvent  Court 
is  the  daily  scene  of  aggravated  cases  of  chicanery  and  fraud. 

Five  hundred  thousand  pounds  will  cover  the  entire  extent 
of  the  failures  of  the  last  twelve  months,  a  greater  portion  of 
which  have  recently  occurred,  but  the  next  will  show  a  wide 
table.  By  this  thinning  out  of  irresponsible  parties,  who,  not 
being  able  to  bear  prosperity,  recklessly  extended  their  liabili- 
ties, and  branched  out  into  extravagances  of  living,  we  look 
forward  to  a  much  sounder  state  of  finance. 

The  exports  of  wool,  tallow,  and  hides  are  also  very  consid- 
erable and  somewhat  affect  exchange,  but  only  to  a  limited 
extent.  Some  30,000  to  40,000  barrels  of  sour  flour  have 
been  re* shipped  of  late  to  England,  as  well  as  some  East  Indian 
produce. 

A  small  cargo  of  wet  salted  hides  has  been  shipped  to  Baltt- 
ffloreper  "Juliet,'^  but  no 'VQK^\A&  1^V>  ^i&i&  Corward.    This 
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export  to  the  United  States  is  a  new  feature  in  the  trade  of 
this  place. 

Aboat  the  early  part  of  1853,  the  high  price  realized  on 
Kaon  gam,  which  foond  its  way  to  England  and  America  in 
small  lots,  where  it  was  used  for  varnishing  purposes,  caused 
several  secret  orders  to  be  sent  oat  to  New  Zealand,  (where  it 
is  only  foand,)  and  about  300  tons  have  been  shipped  to  the 
States  ;  considerable  lots  have  also  gone  to  England.  It  is 
very  difficult  and  tedious  to  procure,  and  although  there  is  plenty 
of  it,  yet  it  can  only  be  obtained  through  the  agency  of  tlie 
natives,  who  alone  have  had  the  gathering  of  it.  I  believe  it 
has  DOW  fallen  in  price,  and  leaves  now  but  a  very  small  profit. 

You,  sir,  who  often  chronicle  the  result  of  overtrading  and 
ill-judged  speculation,  will  readily  understand  the  position  of 
this  country  since  the  discovery  of  gold  to  the  present  time. 
Leaving  the  United  States  in  February  of  last  year  without 
any  definite  knowledge  of  the  internal  resources  or  the  business 
facilities  of  this  country,  and  arriving  in  Hobson's  Bay  towards 
the  latter  part  of  May  in  midwinter,  a  time  when  trade  is  as 
stagnant  at  that  season  as  in  Russia,  I  was  astonished  to  see  on 
every  side  of  us  several  hundred  ships  deeply  laden  with  goods, 
and  few  discharging.  Within  ten  days  some  six  or  seven  large 
vessels  with  valuable  cargoes  from  American  and  East  Indian 
ports  arrived  to  our  consignment,  all  clamoring  to  be  discharged, 
and  most  other  houses  were  in  the  same  predicament.  In  town, 
the  streets  were  crowded  with  hundreds  of  "  office-seekers,''  but 
the  demand  was  so  much  in  excess  of  the  supply,  it  was  difficult 
to  obtain  even  a  shelter. 

Lighterage  and  storage  went  up  a  hundred  per  cent,  and  every- 
thing available  for  the  purpose  was  put  in  requisition.  From 
30j.  to  50^.  WB8  paid  for  the  former  fromHo^NOt^^^^l  \a^^- 
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1,200,  showing  a  gradual  increase  until  1850,  when  it  was  tO,- 
000 — at  the  end  of  1851,  after  the  discoYerj  of  the  gold  fiddi, 
it  had  reached  82,000,  the  increase  being  prindpally  by  arriTals 
from  the  neighboring  colonies. 

On  the  31st  December,  1852,  Westgarth  estimated  the  pop- 
ulation at  200,000,  since  which  there  has  been  a  steady  increase 
by  emigration,  etc.,  till  we  arrive  at  the  estimate  for  the  present 
time. 

This  population  has  not  been  idle  as  yon  may  see  by  the  as- 
tonishing production  of  our  gold  fields,  which  may  be  aocorately 
stated  as  follows : 

▼lOTORIA  aoiA. 

OoBoet.    At.  pflM.    £, 
From  towards  the  end  of  September,  1851, 

to  3lBt  December,  1852 4,606,188    77a.  17,741,624 

From  December,  1862,  to  December, 

1853 8,090,842    77      11,897,816 

From  December,  1858,  to  September, 

1864,* 1,180,519     80       4,622,076 

8,829,049  84,161,416 

Showing  the  enormous  sum  of  iS34,161,416,  or  at  the  par  of 
exchange  4^.  2d.  to  the  dollar,  $163,974,797,  and  weighing 
328  i  tons,  which  is  more  than  sufficient  to  load  any  clipper 
schooner  afloat,  and  which  the  insurance  offices  of  the  world 
could  not  cover  in  one  bottom  ;  and  these  wonderful  results  have 
bceii  accomplished  within  the  short  period  of  a  presidential  term, 
and  all  extracted  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  by  the  hand  of 
man,  machinery  not  having  as  yet  been  introduced  to  any  ex- 
tent. 

*  Thij  r<>tarn  eomprine^  only  what  ii  brouglit  fn  bj  eiieort,  m  ths  total  prodne- 
lion  cannut  be  ascertained  until  the  end  of  the  year,  when  itook  la  taken  of  aU  gold 
in  the  hands  of  the  banks,  kc.,  and  when  the  quantity  brought  in  by  prirate 
li  estimated. 
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The  arriyals  by  sea  over  departures  for  the  first  eight  months 
of  the  present  year  are  39,861,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  1,000 
per  week,  and  from  our  last  ad^ces  from  England  emigration  is 
setting  in  more  eztensiyely  than  ever. 

If  the  past  shows  such  astonishing  statements  what  may  we 
expect  in  the  future  ?  when  the  whole  country  from  the  Gramr 
plans  to  the  westward  of  Melbourne,  to  Lake  Omeo,  far  away 
to  the  eastward,  (better  seen  by  a  map  which  I  had  prepared,) 
is  entirely  auriferous.  The  following  official  return  giving  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  the  fourteen  actire  gold  fields,  may 
also  prove  interesting : — 

Name  of  gold  field.         Ist.      Long. 

Mr.  WiUUmft,  in  the    * 

Grampians,      .    .  S?®  15'  142<>  85' 

Avoca,  m  the  Pyr- 
enees   87         148  10 

Maryborough,  in  the 

Simeon's  Ranges  .  87    5  148  40 

Tarrengower,  in  the 

Bryant's  Ranges  .87    6  144 

Ballan 87  88  144  15  [  Omeo, 

These  diggings  extend  from  longitude  142*  35'  to  UV  30', 
and  from  latitude  36''  20'  to  37*  40',  over  districts  comprehend- 
ing upwards  of  30,000  square  mOes,  or  more  than  half  the  area 
of  the  colony. 

The  receipts  from  the  several  mines  continue  on  the  same  ex- 
tensive scale  as  in  their  palmiest  days.  We  certainly  do  not 
hear  of  such  enormous  individui^  success,  but  the  returns  are 
more  regular  and  can  be  now  very  nearly  reckoned  at  a  certain 
quantity  by  each  weekly  escort;  and  although  some  two  or 
three  of  the  original  spots  have  not  lately  kept  up  their  stand- 
ards, other  fields  have  been  opened  which  promise  as  rich  re- 
sults as  those  whidi,  by  their  wonderful  [voductions,  enticed  so 
many  to  these  shores. 


Nuno  of  gold  field.      Lst.         Lon. 

Anderson's  Creek,  87''  40'  145''  IC 

Plenty  Ranges,      87  85  145  10 

Monnt  Alexander,  87  144  20 

Bendigo,    .    .    .  86  20  144  20 

.  87  85  148  58 

.  87  145 

.87     5  145  50 

.  86   80  146  40 

.  86  55  147  80 


Balaarat, 
MclTor, 
Gk>nlbonm 
Ovens,  .    . 


ilf 


SncSiULTCA  M  SacapDM 7,987 

Saipc*:r«  v^  ^T^iM^^  Tm  Twtm  Scniii,  uumt  root  4495 
lAi.£>/*trwT      252 12,4U   "^ 

>f<ru&ux  zfua,  u  SLzfi^port 7,987 

^iIlCK«K«  u>  SjiaitfT 4,630 

LM.ij«rMT... j^a 12,8^9 

Ni«L':  hULTCHK  T#  G*lj* 6.39S 

toi>j«  r*  SyiwT     .   5^300 

Lfcic  v«rwT         ..    25a 11,945 

Tift  Xj^j-Ti*.  A  Ma  «2i£  «^>^  Lmcvxb. 

2vir^^ainsc.»  tt  AAa   4,259 

AMK»>7*&HT 7,184 

l»i>£  v.c-L*T     252 ne95 

I  xar:  a.B«  »rf!f£l7  rroew^d  the  Coomerdftl  history  of  thif 
ror:  fi.3.>f  u>r  i33ifs:  tr«!ft«?B  of  t2)e  coontrr  were  broaght  to 
jyri^  M»i  i*Tf  c>ct  v:«  mr  experieDoe  of  its  geDeral  trade, 
MC  3IT  occijoc  :l  i'J  ftrrrp  pcoszKcis.  For  maoj  of  the  sta- 
XKCk-s  I  UL  mSf^ceii  :o  ibe  Ho&xiklke  \£r.  ChUders,  late  Aadi- 
:*ic  ii^wrfcl  ic»v  lae  Coue«or  of  the  Costozns.  The  othen 
jLTf  Mji.Twc  rT  ii»f  ^iew:  Cociaerdal  aoihorities — thev  msT. 

If  :j.i?  .^-^l>5^:LKC  rfxiew  cires  anj  additional  light  to  thoee 
:ii.:5C^»c^i  ^  lift  Aasr^Jlas  rrsde.  I  shall  feel  amplj  repaid  for 
Ikv.Tif  ':c-:i2uri«  ic  3U£j  facu  viihin  the  bonkn  of  jour  Tal- 
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export  to  the  United  States  is  a  new  feature  in  the  trade  of 
this  place. 

Aboat  the  early  part  of  1853,  the  high  price  realized  on 
Kauri  gum,  which  found  its  way  to  England  and  America  in 
small  lots,  where  it  was  used  for  yamishing  purposes,  caused 
several  secret  orders  to  be  sent  out  to  New  Zealand,  (where  it 
is  only  found,)  and  about  300  tons  have  been  shipped  to  the 
States  ;  considerable  lots  have  also  gone  to  England.  It  is 
very  difficult  and  tedious  to  procure,  and  although  there  is  plenty 
of  it,  yet  it  can  only  be  obtained  through  the  agency  of  the 
natives,  who  alone  have  had  the  gathering  of  it.  I  believe  it 
has  DOW  fallen  in  price,  and  leaves  now  but  a  very  small  profit. 

You,  sir,  who  often  chronicle  the  result  of  overtrading  and 
ill-judged  speculation,  will  readily  understand  the  position  of 
this  country  since  the  discovery  of  gold  to  the  present  time. 
Leaving  the  United  States  in  February  of  last  year  without 
any  definite  knowledge  of  the  internal  resources  or  the  business 
facilities  of  this  country,  and  arriving  in  Hobson's  Bay  towards 
the  latter  part  of  May  in  midwinter,  a  time  when  trade  is  as 
stagnant  at  that  season  as  in  Russia,  I  was  astonished  to  see  on 
every  side  of  us  several  hundred  ships  deeply  laden  with  goods, 
and  few  discharging.  Within  ten  days  some  six  or  seven  large 
vessels  with  valuable  cargoes  from  American  and  East  Indian 
ports  arrived  to  our  consignment,  all  clamoring  to  be  discharged, 
and  most  other  houses  were  in  the  same  predicament.  In  town, 
the  streets  were  crowded  with  hundreds  of  "  office-seekers,''  but 
the  demand  was  so  much  in  excess  of  the  supply,  it  was  difficult 
to  obtain  even  a  shelter. 

Lighterage  and  storage  went  up  a  hundred  per  cent,  and  every- 
thing available  for  the  purpose  was  put  in  requisition.  From 
ZOs.  to  50^.  was  paid  for  the  former  fromHoYMOi!^%^^l  VaIL^- 


* 
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